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CALVIN L. ROBBINS, JR. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(A PRC~ESSIONAt CORP~ A11ON) 

City Court of Plaquemine 
Plaquemine, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
the City Court of Plaquemine , a component unit of the City of 
Plaquemine , Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 
1998, as listed in the foregoing table of contents . These financia~ 
statements are the responsibility of management . My responsibility 
is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my 
audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States . Those standards require 
that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement . An audit includes examining , on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements . An audit also includes assessing the accounting prin- 
cip les used and significant estimates made by management , as well 
as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation . I 
believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion . 

In my opinion , the financial statements referred to above 
present fairly the financial position of the City Court of 
Plaquem ine as of December 31, 1998, and the results of its 
operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles . 

My audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an 
opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a 
whole . The combining statements listed as supplementary 
information in the table of contents are presented for purposes of 
additional analysis and are not a required part of the general 
purpose financial statements of the City Court of Plaquemine , 
Louisiana. Such information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial 
statements and , in my opinion , is fairly presented in all material 
respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements 
taken as a whole . 
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City Court of Plaquemine 

The financial information for the preceding year , which is 
included for comparative purposes, was taken from the financial 
report for that year in which I expressed an unqualified opinion on 
the component unit financial statements of the City Court of 
Plaquemine for the year ended December 31, 1997 . 

In accordance with Government Auditinq Standards I have 
also issued a report dated June 22, 1999 on my consideration of the 
City Court of Plaquemine 's internal control over financial 
reporting , and on my tests of its compliance w ith certain 
provisions of laws, regulations , contracts 

June 22 , 1999 
Baton Rouge , Louisiana 

Certified 
(A Professional Corporation) 



m ~ m  

m  ~  o  

~ ' 

m ~ H o  
m ~ o  i 

I r r 

m ~ o  

~52' 

ii o~oo i . . i ol i 

,-t.H 



CO 

City Court of Plaquemine 

Plaquem ine , Lou isiana 

I 

For the year ended Decemb er 31, 1998 

Revenues 
Court fees, fines, 
and costs 

Interest income 
Intergovernmental 
Miscellaneous revenue 
Process Service 
and NSF Fees 

General 
Fund 

Sp ecial 
Rev enue 

Totals 
(Memorandum Only) 

1997 Funds 1998 

83,895 $ 85,547 
357 136 

217 ,236 24 ,945 
650 2 ,110 

- 0- . 7 ,170 7 ,170 i0 ,041 

Total Revenues !94,26! !i~,~4! ~09 ,308 !22,!79 

Expenditures 
Cu rren t : 

Auto and travel 
Drug testing supp lies 
Dues and sem inars 
M iscellaneous 
Office supplies 
and expense 

Professional fees 
Repairs and maintenance 
Process service 
Subpoena expense 
Personal services and 
related benefits 

Telephone 
Capital outlays 

- 0- 
- 0- 

6 ,093 
1 ,285 

8 ,479 
- 0- 

1 ,767 
- 0- 
- 0 - 

14 9 ,711 
5 ,322 

25 ,194 

7 ,509 
7 ,814 
3 ,038 

784 

1 ,784 
510 
413 

2 ,147 
7 ,650 

77 ,796 
2 ,066 
1 ,509 

7 
7 
9 
2 

509 
814 
131 
069 

227 ,507 
7 ,388 

26 ,703 

6 ,063 
- 0 - 

4 ,019 
2 ,411 

39 ,848 
6 ,683 

22 ,800 

Total Expenditures 197 ,851 113 ,020 310 ,871 105 ,836 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues over 
Expenditures _ (i ,~8~ ) _ ~ ,~2! _ (! ,~6~ ) _ 16 ,943 

(CONTINUED) 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 
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City Court of Plaquem ine 

T 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

P 
-  (Cont'd) 

For the year ended Decemb er 31, 1998 

General 
Fund 

Special 
Revenue ( 
Funds 

Totals 

1998 1997 

Excess (Deficiency ) of 
Revenues over 
Expenditures from the 
Preceding Page $ (3,584) $ 2,021 $ (1,563) $ 16,943 

Other Financinq Sources 
(Uses) 

Operating transfers : 
Transfers in 

Transfers out 

- 0- 

(600) 

600 

(-0-) 

600 

(600) 

21 ,846 

(21,846) 

Excess (Deficiency) 
of Revenues and 
Other Sources over 
Expenditures and 
Other Uses (4,184) 2,621 (1,563) 16,943 

Fund Balance , Beginning 14 ,379 5,133 19,512 2 ,569 

Fund Balance, Ending $ i0,195 $ 7,754 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 
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NOTE i . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

IC IE 

The City Court of Plaquemine was created under the 
provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 13 :2488 .61 . The 
City Judge and Marshal are elected by the voters of the 
City of Plaquemine and serve a term of six years as 
provided by Louisiana Revised Statutes 13 :1872 and 13 :1879 
respectively . 

The financial statements of the City Court of 
Plaquemine have been prepared in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units . The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted standards setting body for 
establishing governmental accounting and financial 
reporting principals . 

REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the City , 
for reporting purposes, the city of Plaquemine is the 
financial reporting entity for the City . The financial 
reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government 
(City ), (b) organizations for which the primary government 
is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations 
for which the nature and significance of their 
relationship with the primary government are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity 's financial 
statements to be misleading or incomplete . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement 
No . 14 established criteria determining which component 
unit should be considered part of the City of Plaquemine 
for financial reporting purposes. The basis criterion for 
including a potential component unit within the reporting 
entity is financial responsibility . The GASB has set forth 
criteria to be considered in determining financial 
accountability . This criteria includes : 

i. Appointing a voting majority of an organizations's 
governing body , and ; 

a . The ability of the City to impose its will on that 

and/or 
for the organization to provide 
cial benefits to or impose specific 
ens on the City . 

(CONTINUED) 
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N OTE i . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine, Lou isiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

IGN IFI 

-  (Cont' d) 

2 

3 

-  (Cont' d) 

Organizations for which the City does not appoint a 
voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the 
City . 

Organizations for which the reporting 
financial statements would be misleading if 
the organization is not included because 
nature or significance of the relationship . 

entity 
data of 
of the 

Because the City provides services, facilities , and 
financial support to the City Court, the City Court was 
determined to be a component unit of the City of 
Plaquemine , the financial reporting entity . The 
accompanying financial statements present information only 
on the funds maintained by the Court and do not present 
information on the City , the general government services 
provided by that governmental unit, or the other 
governmental units that comprise the financial reporting 
entity . 

The accounts of the City Court of 
Plaquemine are organized on the basis of funds and account 
group s , each of which is considered a separate accounting 
entity . The operations of each fund are accounted for w ith 
a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise 
its assets, liabilities, fund equity , revenues, and 
expenditures or expenses, as appropriate . Revenues are 
accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes 
for which they are to be spent and the means by which 
spending activities are controlled . The funds presented in 
the financial statements are described as follows : 

General Fund - The Court Expense 
fund of the City Court and is used 
general operating expenditures except 
accounted for in another fund . 

(CONTINUED) 
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N OTE I . 

City Court of Plaquemine 

Plaquem ine, Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

-  (Cont" d) 

LICIES - (Cont'd) 

Special Revenue Funds - 
account for the proceeds 
are legally restricted 
purpose . 

Special Revenue Funds are used to 
of specific revenue sources that 
to expenditures for a specific 

The Marshal's Fund is used to account for the 
activ ities of the Marshal 's office financed by 
revenue from court costs designated for that 

purpose . 

Subpoena Fund 

The Subpoena Fund is used to account for subpoena 
fees collected by the court and used to pay off-duty 
law enforcement officers for their appearance in 
court as witnesses . 

Pub lic Defender Fund 

The Public Defender Fund was 
account for the activities of 
financed by revenue from court 
that purpose , as provided by R . 

This fund 
collected 

created in 1988 to 
the Public Defender 
costs designated for 
S . 13 :2488.61 (c) . 

is used to account for probation fees 
by the City Court 

C ity Prosecu tor Fund 

The City Prosecutor Fund is used to account for 
activ ities of the City Prosecutor 's office financed 
by revenue from court costs designated for that 
purpose . 

(CONTINUED) 
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N OTE i . 

C ity Court of Plaqu em ine 

Plaquem lne , Louisiana 

TATEMENTS - (Cont'd) 

December 31, 1998 

-  (Cont" d) 

A qency Funds - Are used to account for assets held by the 
City Court as an agent for individuals, other funds, 
and/or other governments. Agency Funds are custodial in 
nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
measurements of results of operations . As such , a 
statement of operations is not presented in the 
accompanying financial statements for any of the agency 
funds . 

F in es , Fees . and Costs Fund 
The Fines , Fees, and Costs Fund is used to account 
for fines and costs collected for and payable to the 
City of Plaquemine , Court Expense General Fund , 
various state agencies, and the Marshal 's, Subpoena , 
City Prosecutor, and Public Defender Special Revenue 
Funds . 

Civil Fund 

The Civil Fund is used to account for advance costs 
collected from plaintiffs filing civ il su its . These 
costs are payable to the City Court of Plaquemine 's 
Judge and Marshal and to the Judges' Supplemental 
Compensation Fund , as costs are assessed . The 
difference between the costs, advanced by the 
p laintiffs , and the costs assessed against the 
advance is classified as receivable from or payable 
to the plaintiff . 

The Garnishment Fund is used to account for 
collection and distribution of garnishments by the 
City Marshal . Garnishments are collected from 
garnishees, by the Marshal on behalf of petitioners , 
to be paid to petitioners less a fee paid to the 
Marshal . 

(CONTINUED) 
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N OTE i . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine, Louisiana 

TA 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

-  (Cont'd) 

Basis of Accountinu - Basis of 

-  (Cont' d) 

accounting refers to when 
revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in 
the accounts and reported in the financial statements . 
Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus 
applied . 

All Funds of the City Court are accounted for using 
the cash basis of accounting ; however , the Funds reported 
in the accompany ing financial statements have been 
converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting 
utilizing the following practices : 

Rev enu es 

Substantially all revenues are recorded when 
received . 

Certain receipts, as advanced deposits on fines to be 
finalized on the next court session , are recorded as 
advance deposits on fines and are not allocated to 
individual funds until formalized by court action . 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the 
related fund liability is incurred . 

Transfers between funds that are not expected to be 
repaid are accounted for as other financing sources 
(uses). Other financing sources (uses) are recorded 
when the City Judge determines a transfer will not be 
repaid . 

(CONTINUED) 
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NOTE i . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

(Cont'd) 

ING POLICIES - (Cont'd) 

Fixed Assets 

The fixed assets of the City Court are accounted for in 
the General Fixed Assets Account Group . No depreciation 
has been provided on general fixed assets . All fixed 
assets are valued at historical cost . The account group is 
not a "Fund ." It is concerned only with the measurement of 
financial position and not results of operation . 

Total Column s on Comb ined Statem ents 

The total columns On the combined statements are 
captioned "Memorandum Only " to indicate that they are 
presented only to facilitate financial analysis . Data in 
these columns do not present financial position , results 
of operations , or changes in financial position in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles . 
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation . 
Interfund eliminations have not been made in the 
aggregation of this data . 

Comparative Data 

Comparative data for the prior year have been presented in 
the accompanying financial statements in order to provide 
an understanding of changes in the City Court 's financial 
position and operations . Complete comparative data are 
not presented since the inclusion would make the 
statements unduly complex and difficult to read . 

(CONTINUED) 

- ii- 



N OTE i . 

N OTE 2 . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine , Louisiana 

FI 

December 31, 1998 

-  (Cont'd) 

Cash 

-  (Cont'd) 

Cash includes amounts in both interest bearing and non 
interest bearing demand deposits . Under state law, the 
City Court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest 
bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time 
deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law 
and national banks having their principal office in 
Louisiana . These deposits are stated at cost which 
approximates market value . 

A ll fines collected by the court are required to be 
remitted to the City of Plaquemine . Court costs (both 
criminal and civil) assessed by the Judge in accordance 
with applicable schedules are used to pay the operational 
expenses of the court and other expenditures as may be 
approved by the Judge . The salaries of the City Marshal , 
City Court Clerk , City Court Prosecutor , and other City 
Court employees are to be paid by the City of Plaquemine . 
The Marshal and City Court Clerk receive supplementary pay 
from the state of Louisiana . The Judge 's salary is paid by 
State Judiciary Department , City of Plaquemine , and the 
Iberville Parish Council . The City Court reimburses the 
City for some of the salaries paid by the City on behalf 
o f the court . 

In addition to a salary , the Judge is entitled to 
receive the same fees as are payable to the Justices of 
the Peace in all civil cases where the amount involved 
does not exceed $i00, exclusive of interest, and the same 
fees as are payable to the Clerk of District Court in all 
other civil cases . The Judge shall receive no fees in 
criminal matters . These fees are collected by and paid out 
of the Civil Fund , an agency fund . 

(CONTINUED) 
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City Court of Plaquem lne 

Plaquem ine, Louisiana 

~INANCIAL STATEMENTS - (Cont'd) 

NOTE 2 . COURT 

NOTE 3 . 

December 31, 1998 

(Cont'd) 

R .S . 13 :1899 provides that the City Judge in all criminal 
cases may assess a sum not to exceed ten dollars as 
additional costs of court, the proceeds from which shall 
be deposited in a special account, subject to audit, and 
used to defray operational expenses of the office of the 
Marshal of the Court, all as may be useful and necessary 
for the proper conduct of the Marshal's office , and all as 
may be approved by said Marshal . 

R .S . 13 :2488 .61 C . was amended in July , 1988 to include a 
public defender 's salary that shall be fixed by the Judge 
and paid out of court costs assessed for the public 
defender . 

R .S . 13 :2488 .62 C . (4) provides that the City Court Judge 
may assess court costs against every defendant who is 
convicted after trial or after he pleads guilty to a 
traffic v iolation or m isdemeanor to defray the expenses of 
the City Prosecutor . Such court costs shall not exceed 
seventeen dollars and fifty cents per violation or 
misdemeanor . 

In addition to paying the salaries noted above , the City 
of Plaquemine also provides services, insurance , and 
facilities to the City Court at no charge to the Court . 

ET 

The following is a summary of changes in general fixed 
assets : 

Fu rn itu re 
and equipment 

Balance Balan ce 
January i, Decemb er 31 , 

1998 Additions Deletions 1998 

- 13- 



NOTE 4 . 

NOTE 5 . 

NOTE 6 . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

P 

GENERA L FUND : 
Court Expense Fund 

SPEC IAL REV ENU E FUN DS 
Marshal's Fund 
Subpoena Fund 
Public Defender Fund 
Probation Fund 
City Prosecutor Fund 

AGENCY FUNDS : 
Fines, Fees , and Costs Fund 
Civil Fund 
Garnishment Fund 

-  (Cont'd) 

INTERFUND 
RECEIVABLES 

4 ,244 

- 0- 
- 0- 

1 ,320 
1 ,100 

- 0 - 

- 0- 

- 0- 

INTERFUND 
PAYABLES 

1 ,920 

1 ,537 
14 9 
5OO 

2 ,558 
- 0- 

- 0- 
- 0- 
- 0- 

At December 31, 1998 the court had totaling $47,728. Under state law cash (book balances) 
these deposits or 

resulting bank balances must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal 
agent bank . All deposits at December 31, 1998 were covered 
by federal deposit insurance . 

Y, 

Other payables at December 31, 1998 consist of the 
following : 

Civ il Fund - Advance Costs 

Garnishment fund - Garnishments 
received but not yet disbursed 

Fines, Fees, and Costs Fund - Amounts 
not yet forfeited in court 

Total 

(CONTINUED) 

- 14 - 

$ 17,762 

427 

155 

$ 18 344 



NOTE 6 . 

N OTE 7 . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine , Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

-  (Cont" d) 

(Cont'd) 

Advance costs represents money received in connection with 
civil suits . The plaintiff of each suit is required to 
make an advance paym ent to this account to cover the cost 
incurred by the court in processing the suit . These cash 
advances remain in this account until they are earned by 
the court , at which time they are disbursed to the proper 
entities, or until the case has been dismissed , at which 
time the remaining amount is refunded . 

The City Court is exposed to various risks of loss related 
to torts , theft of, damage to and destruction of assets, 
errors and omissions, injuries to employees and natural 
disasters . The City Court is covered by insurance provided 
by the City of Plaquemine at levels which management 
believes is adequate to protect the City Court . Settled 
claims resulting from these risks have not exceeded the 
commercial insurance coverage in any of the past three 
fiscal years . 

NOTE 8 . RELATED P 

Salaries and benefits of the City Marshal , City Court 
Clerk, City Prosecutor, and other City Court employees are 
paid by the City of Plaquemine . Retirement systems 
contributions and other benefits for eligible employees 
are paid by the City of Plaquemine . The Judge's salary is 
paid by the State Judiciary Department, the City of 
Plaquemine , and the Iberville Parish Council . The 
Probation Officer and Public Defender's salaries are paid 
by the City of Plaquemine . The City is reimbursed out of 
the various funds of the Court for a portion of the 
salaries paid . (See Note 9.) 

A t December 31, 1998 the City Court General fund owed the 
City $3,000, the Probation fund owed the City $6,684 and 
the Public Defender fund owed the City $2,400. These 
amounts are shown as intergovernmental payables on the 
balance sheet . 

The City of Plaquem ine insures the General Fixed A ssets of 
the City Court against any loss or damage . In addition the 
City provides facilities, liability insurance , audit and 
other services to the court at no cost to the court . 

- 15- 



NOTE 9 . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine , Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

(Cont" d) 

Intergovernmental revenue for the year ended December 31 
1998 consisted of the following : 

General Fund 

General support from the Iberville 
Parish Council $ 15,500 

Grant - Subgrant from Louisiana Comm ission 
on Law En forcement and Adm in istration o f 
Criminal Justice - matching fund grant . 10,181 

On-behalf payments of salaries and 
fringe benefits by : 

Parish Council through the City 

City of Plaquemine 

State of Louisiana 

Total General Fund 

Special Revenue Funds 

Marshal's Fund 

General support from the Iberville 
Parish Council 

General support from the City of 
Plaquemine 

Grant-Subgrant from 
on Law Enforcement 

Louisiana Commission 
and Administration of 

Criminal Justice-matching fund grant 

Con tinued 

- 16- 

11 ,4 00 

88 ,451 

36 ,587 

3 ,600 

7 ,200 

954 



NOTE 9 . I 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaqu em in e , Lou isian a 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - (Cont'd) 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

-  Cont'd 

-  Cont'd 

On -behalf payments of salaries and 
fringe benefits by : 

Parish Council through the City 

City of Plaquemine 

State of Louisiana 

Total Marshal 's Fund 

On-behalf payments of fringe 
benefits by the City of Plaquemine 

Probation fund 

On-behalf paym ents 
fringe benefits by 
Plaquem ine 

of salaries and 
the City of 

5 ,4 00 

8 ,985 

4 ,548 

Summary of Special Revenue Funds Interuovernm ental 
R ev enues : 

Marshal 's Fund 

Public Defender Fund 

Probation Fund 

Total Special Revenue Funds 

- 17- 

$ 30,687 

5 ,617 

18 ,813 

$ 55,117 



NOTE i0 . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

(Cont'd) 

Lou isiana State Employees" Retirem en t System {LASERS 

Plan Descrip tion 

The City Court's Judge participates in the LASERS ,a cost 
sharing multiple employer defined benefit pension plan 
administered by a separate Board of Trustees . The Judge 
receives fees from the City Court Civil Fund on which 
retirement contributions are computed . LASERS p rov ides 
retirement, disability , and survivor benefits to 
participating , eligible employees . Benefits are 
established and amended by state statute . LASERS issues a 
publicly available financial report that includes 
financial statements and required supplementary 
information . The report may be obtained by writing to 
Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System , Post Office 
Box 44213 , Baton Rouge , Louisiana , 70804-4213, or by 
calling (225) 922-0600. 

Fundinq Policy 

The City Court Judge is required by State statute to 
contribute 11 .5% of his annual covered salary and the 
Court is required to contribute at an actuarially 
determined rate . The current employer rate is 13 .0% of 
annual covered payroll . The contribution requirements of 
plan members and the employer are established by , and may 
be amended by , state law . As required by state law , the 
employer contributions are determined by actuarial 
valuation and are subject to change each year based on the 
results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year . The 
Court 's contributions to LASERS for the years ended 
December 31, 1998, and 1997 were $7,126, and $2,214, 
respectively , and were equal to the required contributions 
for each year . 

- 18- 



NOTE i0 . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

Decemb er 31, 1998 

(Cont" d) 

-  (Cont'd) 

Municipal Employees Retirem en t Sy stem of Louisiana ~MERS 

Plan Description 

The City Marshal participates in the MERS , a cost sharing , 
multiple employer defined benefit pension plan 
administered by a separate Board of Trustees. The Marshal 
receives compensation from the 
which retirement contributions 
retirement , disability , and 

City Court Civil Fund on 
are based . MERS prov ides 
survivor benefits to 

participating , eligible employees . Benefits are 
established and amended by state statute . MERS issues a 
publicly available financial report that include financial 
statements and required supplementary information . The 
report may be obtained by writing to Municipal Employees 
Retirement System of Louisiana , 7937 Office Park 
Boulevard , Baton Rouge , Louisiana , 70809, or by calling 
(225) 925-4810. 

Fundinq Policy 

Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 
9.25% of their annual covered salary and employers are 
required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate . 
The current employer rate is 5 .75% of annual covered 
payroll . The contribution requirements of plan members and 
employers are established by , and may be amended by , state 
law . As required by state law , the employer contributions 
are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to 
change each year based on the results of the valuation for 
the prior year . The Marshal's contributions to MERS for 
the years ending June 30, 1998, and 1997 were $6,799 and 
$733, respectively and were equal to the required 
contributions for each year . 

In addition to the Marshal's compensation discussed above , 
and including the Marshal's regular salary , all eligible 
employees of the Court participated in the MERS . The 
retirement contribution for those employees and the 
Marshal's regular salary are paid by the City of 
Plaquem ine . 
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NOTE Ii . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine, Lou isiana 

F 

Decemb er 31 , 1998 

SET 

(Cont ' d) 

The following is a summary of changes in assets and 
liabilities of all agency funds : 

Balance 
January i, 

1998 Additions 

A ssets 

Liabilities 

A ssets 

Liab ilities 

A ssets 

Liabilities 

$: 38 

$ 38 

$ ii,947 

$ 11,947 

$ 1,102 

$ 1,10_ 2 

Balan ce 
Decemb er 31, 

Deduction s 1998 

$ 36,275 

$ 36,275 

$ 86,865 

$ 86,865  

- 20 - 

$. 155 

$ i55 

$ 87,540 

$ 87,540 

$ 427 

$ 427 



NOTE 12 . 

N OTE 13 . 

City Court of Plaquem ine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

P~ 

December 31, 1998 

(Cont'd) 

FI E 

In accordance with GASB Statements 24 , on -behalf paym ents 
made by the City of Plaquemine , the Iberville Parish 
Council, and the State of Louisiana are recognized as 
revenues and expenditures in these financial statements . 
The on-behalf payments are show as intergovernmental 
revenue in these financial statements . The details of the 
amounts recognized as revenue are disclosed in Note 9 . A 
summary is as follows : 

General Fund 
Marshal 's Fund 
Public Defender Fund 
Probation Fund 

Total 

Amounts equal to the 
as expenditures in 
services and related 

revenue recognized have been included 
the various funds in the personal 
benefits category 

The City Court of Plaquemine is currently addressing year 
2000 issues . The year 2000 issue refers to the fact that 
many computer programs use only the last two digits to 
refer to a year . Therefore , both 1900 and 2000 would be 
referred to as "00." Computer programs have to be adjusted 
to recognize the difference between those two years or the 
program will fail or create errors . Also , some programs 
may not be able to recognize that 2000 is a leap year . 
Further , the year 2000 issue could affect electronic 
equipment such as environmental systems and vehicles 
containing computer chips that have date recognition 
features . 

In assessing the year 2000 issue , the City Court has 
determined that it owns no equipment that is not year 2000 
compliant that would have a material affect on its 
operations . The City Court is in the process of contacting 
its vendors to determine their year 2000 readiness 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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City Court of Plaquemine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

SP 

Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds of 
specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to 
expenditures for specific purposes . 

The Marshal 's Fund is used to account 
Marshal's office , financed by revenue 
for that purpose . 

The Subpoena Fund is 
the court and used 
their appearance in 

CITY PROSECUTOR F 

for the activities of the 
from court costs designated 

used to account for subpoena fees collected by 
to pay off-duty law enforcement officers for 
court as witnesses 

The City Prosecutor Fund is used to 
City Prosecutor 's office financed 
designated for that purpose 

E 

account for activities of the 
by revenue from court costs 

This Fund is uses to account for the activities of the Public 
Defender financed by revenue from court costs designated for that 
purpose, as provided by R .S. 13:2488.61 (c) . 

I 

This Fund is used to account for probation fees collected by the 
City Court . 
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City Court Of Plaquem ine 

Plaquemine, Louisiana 

AGENCY FUND S 

Agency funds are used to account for assets held by the City Court 
as an agent for individuals, other funds and/or other governments. 
Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and 
do not involve measurements of results of operations . As such a 
statement of operations is not included in the accompanying 
financial statements for any of the agency funds . 

F IN ES . FEES . AND COSTS F 

The Fines, Fees, and Costs Fund is used to account for fines and 
costs collected for and payable to the City of Plaquemine , Court 
Expense General Fund , various state agencies , and the Marshal 's , 
Subpoena , City Prosecutor , and Public Defender Special Revenue 
Funds . 

CIV IL FUND 

The Civil Fund is used to account for advance-costs collected from 
plaintiffs filing civil suits . These costs are payable to the City 
Court of Plaquemine 's Judge and Marshal and to the City Judges ' 
Supplemental Compensation fund , as costs are assessed . The 
difference between the costs, advanced by the plaintiffs, and the 
costs assessed against the advance is classified as receivable from 
or payable to the plaintiff . 

I 

The Garnishment Fund is used to account for collection and 
distribution of garnishments by the City Marshal . Garnishments are 
collected from garnishees , by the Marshal on behalf of petitioners , 
to be paid to the petitioners less a fee paid to the Marshal . 
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A SSETS 

Cash 

City Court Of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine, Lou isiana 

December 31, 1998 

Fines, Fees, Garnish - 
and Costs Civil m ent Total 

LIABILITIES 

Other payables $ 155 $ 17,762 $ 42~ $ 18,344 
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City Court Of Plaquem ine 

Plaquem ine , Louisiana 

~T  OF CHAN GE S IN A SSE~ 

S 

December 31, 1998 

Balance 
January i , 

1998 Additions 

A ssets 
Cash 

Liabilities : 
Other payables 

A ssets 
Cash 

Liabilities : 
Other payables 

I 

A ssets 
Cash 

Balance 
D ecemb er 31 , 

Deduction s 1998 

427 

Liabilities : 
Other payables $ i,i02 $ 86,865 $ 87,540 $. 427 

A ssets 
Cash 

Liab ilities : 
Other payable 
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CALVIN L. ROBBINS, JR. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(A PRO~ESSIONA[ CORPORATION) 

F 

City Court 
Plaquemine , 

of Plaquemine 
Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statements of the City Court of 
Plaquemine , a component unit of the City of Plaquemine, Louisiana, 
as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, and have issued my 
report thereon dated June 22, 1999. I have conducted my audit in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditinq Standards , issued by the Comptroller General of tbe United 
States . 

COM PLIAN CE 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
City Court of Plaquemine 's financial statements are free of 
material m isstatement , I performed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws , regulations , contracts , and grants , 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on 
the determination of financial statement amounts . However, 
prov id ing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of my audit, and accordingly, I do not express such an 
opinion . The results of my tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government 
Auditina Standards . 

In planning and performing my audit, I considered City Court 
of Plaquemine 's internal control over financial reporting in order 
to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing 
my opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance 
on the internal control over financial reporting . However , I noted 
certain matters involving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operation that I considered to be a reportable 
condition . Reportable conditions involve matters coming to my 
attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or 
operation of the internal control over financial reporting that , in 
my judgement, could adversely affect the City Court's ability to 
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City Court of Plaquem Jne June 22 , 1999 

record , process , summarize , and report financial data consistent 
with the assertions of management in the financial statements . The 
reportable condition is described in the following paragraph . 

An important element in designing an internal accounting 
control system that safeguards assets and reasonably insures the 
reliability of the accounting records is the concept of segregation 
of responsibilities . No one person should be assigned duties that 
would allow that person to commit an error or perpetrate fraud and 
to conceal the error or fraud . For example , the same person should 
not be responsible for any two of the following functions : 

i) Authorization of a transaction 

2) Recording of the transaction; and 

3) Custody of assets involved in the transaction 

Due to the small size of the organization , a proper segrega- 
tion of duties is not possible with respect to cash transactions . 
Management believes it is not practical or cost effective to 
correct this weakness . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the 
design or operation of the specific internal control structure 
elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in 
relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and 
not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal 
course of performing their assigned functions . My consideration of 
the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control that might be 
reportable conditions and accordingly , would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be 
material weaknesses . However , I believe that the reportable 
condition d isclosed above relating to lack of segregation of duties 
is a material weakness . 

This report is intended for the information of management and 
the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana . This restriction 
is not intended to limit the distribution of this report , which is 
a matter of public record 

June 22 , 1999 
Baton Rouge , Louisiana 

Certified Public Acco 
(A Professional Corporation) 
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