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B o u rg e o is B e n n e tt 

IN D EPEN D EN T A UD ITO R 'S R EPO R T 

To tile l,afourche Parish A ssessor 
Tbibodaux, Louisiana. 

W e have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the I,afourche 

l'arish Assessor (the Assessor), as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed in the table 
of contents. These general-purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the A ssessor. Our 
rcsponsibilily is to express an opinion on these general-purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audil in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in G ov.crnment Auditing Standaj s, issued by tile 
Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform the audit 
1o obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial stalem ents. A n audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used 
and significant estim ates m ade by the A ssessor, as w ell as evaluating the overall financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in 
all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Lafourche Parish A ssessor as of Decem ber 31, 1998, 
and the results of' its operations for the year then ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

In accordance with Governm ent A uditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
February 23, 1999 on our consideration of the Lafourehe Parish Assessor's internal control over 
financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants. 

Thibodaux, l.a., 
February 23, 1999 
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C O M BIN ED BA LA N C E SH EET - 
G O V ERN M EN TA L FU N D TY PE A N D A C C O U N T G R O U P 

A ssets 

Cash 
Investm ents 

Lafourche Parish A ssessor 

Receivables - taxes 

Due fiom other governm ental units 
D eposils 
Fixed assets 

Total assets 

Liabilities 

Accounts payable and accrued 
expenditures 

Decem ber 3 l, 1998 

A ccount 

Group 

Governm ental General 
Fund Type Fixed 
G eneral A ssets 

$ 1,789,931 

942 

Equity and O ther C redits 

hw estm ent in general fixed assets 

Fund balance - unreserved 1,788,989 

160,049 

$ 160,049 

$ 160,049 

Exhibit A 

Tolal 

(M emorandum 
Only) 

$ 1,949,980 

942 

160,049 

1,788,989 

Total equity and other credits 1,788,989 160,049 1,949,038 

Total liabiities, equily 
and other credits $ 1,789,931 

See notes to financial statem ents 

$ 160,049 $ 1,949,980 



 

STA TEM ENT O F R EV EN U ES~ EX PEN D ITUR ES A N D C ItA N G ES IN 
FUND BA LAN C E - G O V ERN M ENTA L FUND TYPE - G EN ERA L FUN D 

R Pvenlles 
Taxes 
Intergovenunental" 
State of Louisiana: 
State revenue sharing 

Charges for seiM ces 
M iscellaneous - interest 

Total levenues 

Lafourche Parish A ssessor 

For the year ended Decem ber 3 I, 1998 

Expenditures 
Current: 
General G overn m ent: 
Ad valorem tax adjustment 
Personal services 
Rel)airs and m aintenance 
Supplies and m aterials 
Other services and charges 
Capital expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Excess of R evenues O ver Expenditures 

Fund Balance 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

See notes to financial statem ents 

$ 609,952 

67,437 
1,500 

70,937 

749,826 

6,706 
459,299 
11,400 
18,843 
45,063 
41,735 

583,046 

166,780 

1,622,209 

$ 1,788,989 



Exhibit C 

STA TEM EN T O F R EV EN UES, EXPENDITURES A ND C ItA NG ES 
IN FU ND BA LA N C E - BU D G ET A N D A C TUA L - 

G O V ER N M EN TA L FUN D TYPE - G EN ER A L FUN D 

R evenues 
Taxes 
lntergovem m ental: 
Slate of Louisiana: 
Slate revenue sharing 

Cha~ges for services 
M iscellaneous - interest 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Cunenl: 

Lafourche Parish A ssessor 

For the year ended 1)ecem ber 31, 1998 

G eneral govenunent: 

Ad valorem tax adjustment 
Personal services 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Supplies and m aterials 
O ther services and charges 
Capital expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Budget 
Budgetary 
Basis 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 480,600 $ 495,057 $ 14,457 

59,400 
1,800 

71,000 

612,800 

8,500 
456,300 
11,750 
19,500 
48,000 
42,000 

586,050 

Excess of Revenues O ver Expenditures $ 26,750 

See noles 1o financial slalem euls 

58,464 
1,500 

70,937 

625,958 

8,563 
459,299 
11,443 
18,827 
44,763 
41,735 

584,630 

$ 41,328 

(936) 
(300) 
(63) 

13,158 

(63) 
(2,999) 

307 
673 

3,237 
265 

1,420 

$ 14,578 



TES TO  FIN A N C IA L STA TEM EN TS 

Lafourche Parish A ssessor 

D ecem ber 31, 1998 

N ote I - SU M M A RY O F SIG N IFIC A NT A C C O U NTIN G PO LIC IES 

Exhibit D 

A s provided by A rticle V II, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessors 
are elected by the voters of each parish, Orleans Parish excepted, and serve terms of four 
years. The assessors assess property, prepare tax rolls and subm it tile rolls to tile Louisiana 

Tax Com m ission as prescribed by law . 

The accounting policies of the Lafourche Parish Assessor (tile Assessor) conform to 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body 
for establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. The follow ing 

is a sum m ary of significant accounting policies: 

a) Reporting Entity 

The A ssessor for Lafourche Parish is a separately elected offi cial and is not inclnded as 

a com ponent unit in any other financial statem ents. The A ssessor has review ed all of its 
activities and determined that there are no potential com ponent units w hich should be 

included its financial statem ents. 

b) Fund Accounting 

The Assessor Uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the 
results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 

governm ent functions or activities. 

A fim cl is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. A n account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide account- 
ability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the fim ds because they do 
not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 



 

Exhibit D 

(Con tin u ed) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

b) Fnnd Accounting (Continued) 

G overnm ental Funds 

G overnm ental Funds arc those through w hich the governm ental functions of the 
A ssessor are financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the A ssessor's expend- 
able financial resources and the related liabilities arc accotm tcd for through 
Governm ental Funds. The m easurem ent focus is upon determ ination of changes in 
financial position, rather than upon net incom e determ ination. The follow ii~g is the 
G overnm ental Fund of the A ssessor: 

G eneral Fund - The G eneral Fund is the general operating fund ofthe A ssessor. 
It is used to account for all financial resources except those that are requited to be 
accounted for in auolher fund. 

A ccount G roup 

A rt account group is used to establish accounting control and accountability. The 
A ssessor's A ccount Group is as follow s: 

G eneral Fixed A ssets A ccount G roup - This account group is used to account 
for fixed assets not accounted for in proprietary or trust funds. 

c) Basis of Accounting 

P, asis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the 
t_~nin_g of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

A ll G ovcrnnaental Funds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting. Their revenues are recognized w hen they becom e m easurable and available 
as net current assets. A d valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing 

(Intcrgovernmental revenue) are considered "measurable" at the time of levy. Interest 
incom e on investm ents is recorded w hen the investm ents have m atured and the incom e 
is aw lilable. Charges for services are recorded w hen earned since they are ,neasurable 
and available. M iscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenues w hen received in cash 
by the A ssessor because they are generally not m easurable until actually received. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 
w hen the related fund liability is incurred, 



 

Exhibit D 

(Contiuned) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES (Continued) 

d) Use of'Estim ates 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates and assum ptions that affect cerlain 
reported am ounts and disclosures. A ccordingly, actual results could differ from those 
estim ates. 

e) Operating Budgetary Data 

A s required by Louisiana Revised Statutes 39:1303, the A ssessor adopted and am ended 
a budget for its G eneral Fund. The budgetary practices included public notice of the 
proposed budget, public inspection of the proposed budget and public hearings on the 
budget prior to adoption. A ny am endm ent involving the transfer of m onies from one 
function to another or increases in expenditures m ust be approved by the A ssessor. A ll 
budgeted am ounts w hich are not expended, or obligated through contracts, lapse at year 
end. 

The Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget and 
A ctual - G overmnental Fund Type - General Fund is presented on the budgetary  basis 

to provide a comparison of actual results with the budget. The major differences 
betw een the budgetary basis and G A A P basis are that: 

a) Revenues are recorded when received in cash (budgetary basis) as opposed to 
when measurable and available (GAAP basis). 

b) Expenditures are recorded when paid in cash (budgetary basis) as opposed to 
when the liability is incurred (GAAP) basis. 

The adjustments necessary to convert the results of operations for the year from the 
GA AP basis to the budgetary  basis for the general fund are as follow s: 

GAAP basis (as reported) 
Adjustments: 
Revenues: 
Taxes 
lntcrgovernm ental 

Total revenue adjustments 

Excess of R evenues 
O ver Expenditures 

~j66,780 

(114,895) 
(8,973) 

(123,86~ ) 



 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Expenditures 
Current: 

Ad valorem tax adjustment 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Supplies and m aterials 
O ther services and charges 

Total expenditure adjustments 

Budgetary basis 

f) Accounts Receivable 

Excess of Revenues 
O ver Expenditures 

(1,857) 
(43) 
16 

300 

_  (1,584) 

41,328 

The financial statem ents for the Assessor contain no allowance for uncollectible 
accounts. Uncollectible am ounts due for ad valorem taxes and other receivables arc 
recognized as bad debts at the tim e inform ation becom es available which would indicate 
the uncollectibility of the particu|ar receivable. These am ounts are not considered to be 
m aterial in relation to the financial position or operation of the G eneral Fund. 

g) lnvestmenls 

Investm ents consist of certificates of deposit which are stated at cost and approxim ates 
m arket value. 

h) Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (fixed assets) are accounted for 
in the General Fixed A ssets A ccount Group, rather than in governm ental funds. The 
A ccount G roup is not a fund. It is concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of financial 
position. 

It is not involved w ith the m easurem ent of results of operations. Public dom ain 

("infrastructure") fixed assets consisting of certain improvements other than building, 
including roads, bridges, curbs and gutters, streets and sidew alks, drainage system s and 
lighting system s, are not capitalized along w ith other fixed assets. N o depreciation has 

been provided on fixed assets. 



 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

h) Fixed Assets (Continued) 

A ll fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estim ated historical cost if actual historical 
cost is not available. Donated fixed assets are valued at their estim ated fair value on the 
date donated. Fixed assets w ith an estim ated historical cost am ounted to approxim ately 
$1,725 or 1.1% of the total General Fixed Assets Account Group. 

i) Vacation and Sick Leave 

Em ployees arc entitled to two w eeks of non-cum ulative vacation and sick leave each 
year after one year of em ploym ent. Leave for extended hospital confinem ents m ay be 
granted at the discretion of the A ssessor. 

j) Encum brances 

Encum brance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other coulnlit- 
m ents are recorded in the fund general ledgers, is not utilized by the A ssessor. 

k) M emorandum Only - Total Column 

The total colum n on the com bined balance sheet is captioned "M em orandum  O nly" 
because it does not represent consolidated financial inform ation and is presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. The colum n does not present inform atioJ~ that reflects 
financial position or results of operations in accordance w ith generally accepted account- 
ing principles, lntcrfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

N ote 2 - D EPO SITS 

I ,ouisiana state law allow s all political subdivisions to invest excess funds in obligations of 
the United States, certificates of deposit of state or national banks having their principal 
office in Louisiana or any other federally insured investm ent. 

State law requires deposits (cash and certificates of deposit) of all political subdivisions to 
be fully collatcralized at all tim es. A cceptable collateralization includes FDIC insurance and 
the m arket value of securities purchased and pledged to the political subdivision. 
O bligations of the United States, the State of Louisiana and certain political subdivisions are 
allow ed as security for deposits. Obligations furnished as security m ust be held by the 
political subdivision or w ith an unaffi liated bank or trust com pany for the account of the 
political subdivision. 



Note 2 - DEPO SITS (Continued) 

Cash and deposits are categorized into three categories of credit risk 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Category 1 includes deposits covered by federal depository  insurance or by collatcra 
held by the A ssessor or its agent in the A ssessor's nam e. 

Category  2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 
institution's trust departm ent or its agent in the A ssessor's nam e. 

Category  3 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 
institution or its trust departm ent or agent but not in the A ssessor's nam e and deposits 
w hich are uninsured or uncollateralized. 

The year end bank balances of deposits and the carry ing am ount as show n on the com bined 
balance shect are as follow s: 

Cash 
Investm ents: 
Certificates of deposit 

Tolals 

Bank Balances 
Cateeorv 

2 

Book 
B alance 

$100,000 $- $ 68,606 $ 160,342 

100,000 _ :- 850,000 950,000 

At D ecem ber 31, 1998, cash and certificates of deposit in excess of the FD IC insurance were 
collateralized by securities held by unaffiliated banks for the account of the A ssessor. The 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), which promulgates the standards for 
accounting and financial reporting for state and local governm ents, considers these securities 
uncollateralized. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized under 
the provisions of GA SB Statem ent 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a stalutory  
requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities w ithin 10 days 
of being notified by the depositor that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon 
dem and. 

I0 



N ote 3 - PR O PER T Y TA X ES 

Exhibil 1) 

(Contim wd) 

Property taxes are levied each N ovem ber 1 on the assessed value listed as of tile prior 
January 1 for all real property, m erchandise and m ovable property located in the Parish. 
A ssessed values are established by the Lafourche Parish A ssessor's Office and the Slate Tax 
Com m ission at percentages of actual value as specified by Louisiana law . A reevaluation 
of all property is required to be com pleted no less than every  four years. The last 
reevaluation w as com pleted for the list of January 1, 1996. Taxes are due and payable 
Decem ber 31 w ith interest being charged on paym ents after January 1. Taxes can be paid 
through the tax sale date, which is the last W ednesday in June. Properties for which the 
taxes have not been paid are sold for the am ount of the taxes. The tax rate for the year ended 

l)ecember 31, 1998 was $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed valuation on property within 
l,afourehe Parish for the purpose of assessing properly, preparing tax rolls and subm itting 
the rolls to the Louisiana Tax Com m ission. 

N oIe 4 - D U E FR O M  O TItER G O V ER N M ENTA L U N ITS 

A m ounts due from other governm ental units at Dccem bcr 31, 1998 consisted of the 
follow ing: 

State of Louisiana - State Revenue Sharing $ 67,436 

I,afourche Parish Tax Collector - 
D ecem ber, 1998 collections rem itted to the 
A ssessor in January , 1999: 
A d valorem taxes 558,217 

City of Thibodaux 

Total 

__  1,500 

The am otm t due from the City of Thibodaux consists of the A ssessor's fee for preparation 
of the City of Thibodaux's 1998 tax roll. 



N ote 5 - C H A N G ES IN FIX ED A SSET S 

A sum m ary of changes in fixed assets follows 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

Balance Balance 
January D ccem ber 
1, 1998 Additions D eletions 31, 1998 

Autom obiles $ 29,841 $16,814 $21,144 $ 25,511 
O ffice furniture and equipm ent 120,017_  _ 24,920 10,399 134_  5,5~38 

Totals 1.$]49~ 858 .$41,734 .$31,543 $160~049 

N ote 6 - D EFIN ED BEN EFIT PEN SIO N PLA N 

l'lan D escription - The A ssessor contributes to the 1,ouisiana A ssessors' Refirenlent Fund 

(System), a cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit public employce retirement 
system (PERS), which is controlled and administered by a separate Board of Trustees. The 
System provides retirem ent, deferred and disability benefits, survivor's benefits and cost of 

living adjustments to plan members and beneficiaries. Act 91 of the 1950 Louisiana 
1Jegislative Session established the plan. Provisions of the plan are set forth in the 1 ,ouisiana 
Revised Statutes 11 : 1401 through 11 : 1483. The System issues a publicly available financial 
report that includes financial statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation for the 
System . That report m ay be obtained by w riting to Louisiana A ssessors' Retirem ent Fund, 
P.O . Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786. 

Funding Policy - Plan m em bers are required to contribute 7.00%  of their annual salary and 
the A ssessor is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The rale used during 
1998 w as 5.75%  of eligible payroll. In addition, the fund receives .25%  of the taxes show n 
to be collected on the tax rolls of each parish excluding O rleans and revenue sharing funds 
as appropriated each year by the legislature. The Assessor's contributions to the System for 
the years ending 1)ecem ber 31, 1998, 1997 and 1996 were $19,357, $17,439 and $14,802, 
respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 



N ote 7 - LEA SE C O M M IT M EN T S 

Exhibit D 

(Continued) 

The A ssessor has entered into operating lease agreem ents for tw o vehicles w ith m onthly 

paym ents of $451 and $492, respectively. The lease agreements are for 36 m onths each and 
expire D ecem ber 15, 1999 and February 17, 2000 w ith residual values on the vehicles of 
$9,805 and $16,298, respectively. 

Rental expense incurred on the leases for the year ended December 31, 1998 was $11,321 
The future m inim um lease paym ents are as follow s: 

Y ear 

1999 

N ote 8 - R ISK  M A N A G EM ENT 

A ulount 

~ ,905 

The A ssessor is exposed to various risks of loss related to w orkers com pensation; torts; theft 
of, dam age to and destruction of assets; errors and om issions; and natural disasters for w hich 
the A ssessor carries com m ercial insurance. N o settlem ents w ere m ade during the year that 
exceeded the A ssessor's insurance coverage. 

13 



SPEC IA L REPO RTS O F CERTIFIED PUBLIC A CCO UNTA NTS 



B o u rg e o is B e n n e tt 

IEPO R T O N C O M PLIA N C E A N D O N IN TER NA L C O N TR O L O V ER 
FIN A N C IA L R EPO R T IN G  BA SED O N A N A U D IT O F G EN ER A L- 

PURPO SE FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS PER FO RM ED 1N A C CO R DA NCE 
W ITIt G O V ER N M EN T A U D ITIN G STA N DA R D S 

l'o the l.afourche Parish A ssessor 
Thibodat, x, l louisiana. 

W e have audited tile general-purpose financial statem ents of the Lafourchc Parish A ssessor 

(tile Assessor), as of and for tile year ended December 3 l, 1998, and have issued our report thereon 
dalcd February 23, 1999. W e eonducled our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing 
standards and tile standards applicable to financial audits contained in G overn m ent A uditing Standards 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

C om pliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the A ssessor's general-purpose 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w c perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith 
certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have 
a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. H ow ever, providing 

an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an o[2iective of our audit and, accordingly, we 
do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that 
are required to bc reported under Governm ent A uditing Standards 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the A ssessor's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on tile general-purpose fnancial statem ents and not to provide assurance on tile internal 
control over financial reporting, ttow cver, w e noted a certain m atter involving the internal control 
over financial reporting and its operation that w e consider to be a reporlable condition. Reportable 
conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or 

operation of the intern al control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect 
the A ssessor's ability to record, process, sunrm arize and report financial data consistent w ith the 
assertions of m anagem ent in tile financial statem ents. The reportable condition is described in the 
Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs as item 98-1. 

1340 W csl "1 unuel Blvd., Suilc 130 
I'.O. Box 2168 
]loHIIla, I,A 70361 2168 
Phone (504) 808-0139 
Fax (504) 879-1949 

Cerlified Public 
Accounlanls I Consultanls 

A Linlited Liability Comp~lly 

P.O. Box 60600 
New Orleans, I,A 70160-060(? 
I lelitagc Plaza, Suile 800 
Phone (504) 831-4949 
Fax (504) 8339093 

5O4 W esl Second Stteel 
PO Box 1205 
I hibodanx, I,A 70302-1205 
P0ouc (504) 44%5243 



 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which tile dcsign or operation of one or m ore of the 
internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in 
am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not 
hc detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the nonnal course of perform ing their assigned 
ftm ctions. O ur consideration of the internal control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily 
disclose all m atters in the internal control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, w ould 
not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial w eaknesses. 
1 low ever, we believe the reportable condition described above is not a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the A ssessor, the State of l,ouisiana and the 
l,egislative A uditor for the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be used by 

anyone other than these specified parties. 

Thibodaux, La., 
February 23, 1999 

IJ.c 

Certified Public A ccountants 

15 



SC H ED U LE O F FIN D IN G S A N D O U ESTIO N ED C O STS 

Lafourehe Parish A ssessor 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Section l Sum m ary of A uditor's Results 

a) Financial Statements 

Type of auditor's report issued: unqualified 

Internal control over financial reporting 

~ M aterial wcakness(cs) identified? 
~ Reportable condition(s) identified that are not 
considered to be m aterial w eaknesses? 

yes X no 

X yes 
__ _  none reported 

N oncolnpliance m aterial to financial statem ents noted? __  yes X no 

b) Federal Awards 

The Lafourche Parish A sscssor did not receive federal aw ards during the year ended D ecem ber 
31, 1998. 

Section 11 Financial Statem ent Findings 

98-1 C riteria - The internal control structure should be designed to provide for adequate 
segregation of duties to provide reasonable assurance that all transactions arc being properly 
recorded in the accounting records. 

C ondition - A ll accounting functions of the A ssessor's offi ce arc perform ed by the A ssessor 
The A ssessor also signs all checks. 

Questioued Costs - None 

C ontext - N ot applicable 

Effecl - A w eak sys|em of internal controls over financial reporting m ay rcsul! in errors, 
irregularilies and fraud nol being detected in a tim ely m anner. 
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SC tlED U LE O F FIN D IN G S A N D O U ESTIO N ED C O STS 

(Continued) 

Lafourche Parish A ssessor 

For lhc year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Section !1 Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 

98- I (Conlinucd) 

C ause - The A ssessor perform s all accounting functions 

R ecom m endation - The A ssessor should consider having other personnel involved in the 
accounting functions. 

V iew s of R esponsible O fficials of the A nditee w hen there is a D isagreem en! w ith tile 

Finding, to the Extent Practical - N one 

Section Ili Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs 

N ot applicable 



R EPO RTS BY M A NA G EM ENT 



SC ItE1)U LE O F PR IO R Y EA R FIN D IN G S 

Lafourehe Parish A ssessor 

For tile year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Section I Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to the G eneral-Purpose Financial 
Statem ents 

Internal Control 

N o m aterial w eaknesses w ere reported during the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1997 

97 - 1 R ecom m endation - The A ssessor should consider having other personnel involved in 
the accounting functions. 

M anagem ent's R esponse - The A ssessor's offi ce has neither the qualified personnel 
nor lhe funds to hire additional personnel to assist in the accounting functions 
U nresolved, see finding 98-1. 

Com pliance 

N o com pliance findings m aterial to the general-purpose financial statem ents w ere noted during 
the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1997. 

Seefion I1 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to Federal A w ards 

The Lafourche Parish A ssessor did not receive federal aw ards during the year ended l)ecem ber 31 
1997. 

Section I!1 M anagem ent Letter 

A m anagem ent letter w as not issued in connection w ith the audit for the year ended l)ecem ber 31 
1997. 



M ANA G EM ENT'S CO RRECTIVE A CTIO N PLA N 

Lafourehe Parish A ssessor 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Section 1 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to the G eneral-Purpose Financial 
Statem ents 

Internal Contro 

N o m alerial w eaknesses w ere reported during the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

98 - l Recom m endation - lilt A ssessor should consider having other personnel involved in 
the accounting functions. 

M anagem ent's R esponse - The A ssessor's office has neither the qualified personne 
nor the funds to hire additional personnel to assist in the accounting filnctions. 

Com pliance 

N o com pliance findings m aterial to the general-purpose financial statem ents w ere noted during 
the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998. 

Section I1 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

The Lafourche Parish A ssessor did not receive federal aw ards during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 
1998. 

Section 111 M anagem ent Letter 

A m anagcm cnt letter w as not issued in connection w ith the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 
1998. 
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