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Posllcthw aitc &  N cttcrvillc 

()~/ME MC)RIAt DRIVE ~ POSI OFFICE BOX 119~ 

Ilonorablc Kcrmit A. Bourque 
Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 
Donaldsom ,ilJe, Louisiana 

m l'lQfi*.l~/olla[ A (~'OtOlialg ( "o~TJolYt[/oll 
CERSIFIED PUBLIC ACCO LJNqANq S 

l~,~i lONE [$94) 473 4179 ~ FAX {SO4) 473 7204 

W c have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court, as of and for 
the year elldext .hu'Jc 30, 1999, as listed in tim table of contents. These general purposc fiuancial statements arc the responsibility 
of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's m anagemcot. Our respol~sibility is to express an opinion on these genelal-purpose 
financial statements based on our audit. 

W c conductcd our audit in accordance "wifll generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Statcs. Those standards requirc 
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements arc rice of material 
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m ,'magement, as 
well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 

In our opmiou, the genera[ purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all uraterial respects, the financial 
position of the Asccnsioll Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

]n accordaDce with Govermnenl Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 10, 1999 on our 
consideration of tim Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's intem a| control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance 
wilh certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

The 5,car 2000 supl)lcumntary information on page 12 is not a required part of the basic fin,'mcial statcmcnls but is supplcmcntaD, 
reformation required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. W c have applied certain limitcd procedures, which 
cousisted principally of inquiries of m anagement regarding tim metbods of measurcmcnt and presentation ofthc supplcmentaIy 
information. However, we did not audit the information and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, wc do not provide 
assurance that the Ascension Parish Clcrk of Court is or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Ascension Parish Clcrk of 
Court's year 2000 remcdiatioo efforts will be succcssful in whole or part, or that parties with which the Clcrk does business arc 
or will become year 2000 compliant. 

Donaldsonvil 
Decem ber t 0 

e, Louisiana 
1999 
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I~osllcihw aitc &  N ctterville 
A I'~ofm:sional A(~ounting CoG~oration 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNIAN]~ 

08 ME MORtAl DRIVE ~ POS] OFFICE BOX 1190 ~ DONALDSONVILLE, LOUISIANA 70346 ~ ]ELEPI lONE (504}473 4179 ~ FAX{504)473 7204 

REI'ORT O N CO M PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL O VER FINANCIAl, REPORTING BASEl) ON 
AN AUDH " OF FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W 1TI1 GOVERNM ENT 

AUDITING STANDARDS 

ttonorablc Kcrmit A. Bourquc 
AsceBsion Parish Clerk of Court 
Donaldsonville, 1.ouisiana 

W c havc audited the gcncral purl)ose financial statcmcnts of Ascension Parish Clerk of Court as of and for thc year ended 
June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated December 10, 1999, Except as discussed in the preceding sentence 
we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Gm,ernment Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's general purpose financial 
statements arc fl ec of lnatcrial m isstatement, we performcd tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determination of 

financial stalcmcnt amounts, llowever, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objcctivc of 
our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results ofour tests disclosed no instances of 
noncom pliance that arc requircd to be reported undcr Government Auditing Slandards. 

Inlernal C ontrol O ver Financial R eporting 

]n planning and performing our audit, wc considered Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine our attditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose 
financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control o,,'er financial reporting. Our consideration of the 
intern al control ovcr financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight bc m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or 
morc of the mlcm al conffol componeuts does not reduce to a relatively low Ievel the risk that m isstatements in amounts that 
would be material in rclatiou to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not bc detected within 
a timely period by employees in the norm al course of performing their assigned functions. W c noted no matters involving the 
mtcm al control over financial reporting aud its operation that wc consider to bc material weakness. 
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This rcpor| is intended solcly for tile m fornmtion and use of tile Clclk, management, others within the o~ganizalion, and 
l.egislative Audilor and is not intended to be and should 11o1 be used by anyone other than thesc specified partics 
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A SCEN SION PA RISlt C I,ERK O F CO URT 
C O M BINED BA LANCE SI1EET - ALL FUND TYPES A ND A CCO U NT G RO UPS 

JUNE 30, 1999 

A SSETS 

Cash 
Certificates of deposit 

Accounts receivable 

Accrued Interest 

Due from other funds 

Equipment and furniture 

Amoum to be provided for 
com pensated absences 

Total A ssets 

(.Joverllm euta] 

Fund Type 

General 

Fund 

708,640 

949.537 

56.592 

49.500 

$ 1,764,269 

LIABllATIES AND FUNI) EOUITY 
Liabilities: 

Accounts Payablc $ 
D uc to other funds 

Colnpensated absences 

Unscttlcd deposits 

Fiducial7 

Fund Type 

Agency 

Fund 

Account Groups 

Gcncral 

Fixed 

Assets 

General 
Long-Term 

Debt 

586,015 $ $ 
900,00(I 

49.500 

834.804 

(Mclnorandtlnl 
Only) 

$ 1,294.655 
1,849fi37 
56,592 

49fi00 
49,500 

834,804 

36.259 36.259 

$ 1,535,515 $ 834,804 $ 36,259 $ 4,170,847 

8,667 $ $ 
49.500 

18.667 

Fund Equity 

]nvestnlcnt in general 

fixed assets 

Fund balance: 

Unreserved, undesignated 1.745,602 

1,486,015 

1,535,515 

834,834 

834.834 

$ $ 

36,259 

36.259 

18.667 

49.500 

36.259 

486.015 

834.834 

2.580.436 

Total Liabilities and 

Fund Equity $ 1,764,269 $ 1,535,515 $ 834,834 $ 36,259 $ 4,170,877 

Thc accompanying notcs are an integral part of this financial statement 

-4- 



A SCEN SIO N PAR ISH CLERK O F CO URT 
STATEM ENT O F REV ENUES. EX PENDITUIIES A ND CIIA NG FS 

IN FUNI) BA1,ANCES - BUDGET [GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAl, - GENERAl, FUNI) 
FO R TH E FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1999 

REVENUES 

Ccrtificd copics 
Crim inal fccs 

Recording 

Suits 
M isccllancous 

lniorcst 

EX PEN DITU RES 

Currcnt: 

Pcrsonal scrviccs and bcncfits 
Opcratmg 

Capital oullav 

Total Expenditures 

Budget 

2.183.887 

1,187,670 

327,431 
419,710 

1,934,8 

Exccss of Rcvcnucs ovcr Expcnditurcs 249,076 

Fund Balance, July l, 1998 

Fund Balance, Junc 30, 1999 

1.613A 62 

$ 1,862,538 

Actual 

249,952 

129,445 

651,545 

770,359 

127,191 

124.444 

2,052,936 

1,189,699 

309,419 

421.678 

920,796 

132,140 

613.462 

$ 1,745,602 

Thc accompanying notcs arc an intcgral part of this financial statcmcnt 

Variance 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

(130,951) 

(2,029) 
18.012 

4.015 



A SC EN SIO N PAR 1SII C LER K O F C O U RT 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

StJm m arv ofSi~,nificant Accountlnv Policies 

A. Reporting Entity 

GASB Siatcmcnt 14 established criteria for determining the govern mental reporting entity and COlnponcnt units that should 
be included wilhin the reporting entity. Under provisions of this Statement, the Clerk is considered a primaly government, 
since it is a spccial purpose govcrunrcnt that has a separately clcctcd govcrniug offi cial, is legally separate, and is fiscally 
iudcpendcnt of other state or local govern ments. As used in GASB Slatemcnt 14, fiscally independent means that the Clerk 
m ay, without the approval or consent of another govern mental entity, determ ine or m odify ils own budget, and set talcs 
or charges. The Clerk also has no com ponent units. 

B. l;und Accounting 

Tim accounts office Clerk arc organized on the basis of funds and accom~t groups, each of which is considered a scparatc 
accounting entity. The operations of each fund arc accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts thai 
comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. Government resources arc allocated to and 
accountcd for in individual funds based upon the purposcs for which they are to be spent and the mcaus by which 
spcnding activities are controlled The various funds are grouped, in the financial statem cnts in this rcporI, into two 
generic fund types and one broad fired category as follows: 

Ggneral Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Clerk. It is used to accounl for all financial 
resourccs except those rcquircd to be acconnted for in other funds. 

Fiducia~2 t)!t~@ - Agency Funds are used to account for assets held by the Clerk as an agcnt for individuals, privatc 
organizations, other goverumcnts, emd/or other fimds. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilitics) and 
do uo[ revolve nleasurenlent of results of operations. 

C. Fixed Asscls and Long-Term Liabilities 

Tbc accouutmg and rcporting trcatment applied to the fixed assets and Iong-tema liabilities associated with a fired arc 
determined by ils measurement focus. The govenuncntal and agency funds are accounted for on a spcndmg or "financial 
flow" measurement focus. This means that only eurrcnt assets and current liabilities are generally included on their 
balance sheets. Their reported fired balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of "available spendable 
resources." Goverlunenla[ fund operating statements present increases (revenues and other financil|g sources) and 
decreases (cxpcnditures m~d othcr financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they arc said to prcscnt a summary 
of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" during a period. 



A SC EN SIO N PA R 1SII C LERK O F C O U RT 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

1. Summary ofSiKnificant AccountinI.,. Policies (continued) 

C. Fixcd Asscts and Long-Te~m Liabilities (continued) 

Fixcd assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in tile General Fixed 
Assets Account Group, rather than in govern mental funds. No depreciation has been provided on gcneral fixed assets 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost 

l.ong-tcrm liabilities expected to be financed from govern mental funds arc accounted for in the Genera 
Account Group, not in tbc governmental funds. 

Thc two account groups are not "funds." They are concerned only ru th the m easurement of financial position. Thcy arc 
not involved with nmasuremcnt of results of operations. 

Because of their spending measurement focus, expenditure recognition for govern mental fund types is limitcd to excludc 
alnonnts represented by llOllcnrrellt liabilities. Since tile~, do not affect net current assets, such Iong-tcrnl alllotlnts are 
not rccognizcd as governmental fund type expenditures or fund liabilities. Thcy arc instead reported as liabilities in the 
General Long-Term Debt Account Group. 

I). Basis of Accotmting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditurcs or expenses are recognized ill tile aecoullts and rcportcd 
in the financial statcments. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardlcss of tile 
measurement focus applied 

The modified accru al basis of accounting is used by' the governmental fund type and agcncy funds. Under dm modified 

accrual basis of accotmting, revenues are rccog1~ized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable 
and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be dctermined and "available" means collectible 
within tile current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities oftbe current period. Expcnditures a~c 
recorded whcn tile related fired liability is recurred. Principal and intcrest on general long-term debt arc rccorded as fund 
liabilities when due. 

]']lose rcvenues susceptible to accrtla] are court cost, intcrest revenue and charges for services 



A SC EN SIO N PA RISH C LERK O F C O U RT 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

Sum nm rv ofSie'nificant Accountln~, Policies 

Budgets and Budgctary Accountiog 

(continued) 

The Clerk follows these procedorcs in establishing the budgctary data reflected in the financial slatemclYts 

Prior to June 15, the Clerk completes and submits for public inspection an operating budget for the fiscal year 
commencing the follom ng July 1. The operating budget mchldcs proposed expcnditurcs and the mcans of financing 
those expenditu res. 

2, Fom ~al budgetao' integration is em ployed as a m anagement control device dlJring the ),car for t}~e General Ftmd 

3. The budget for the General Fund is adopted on a basis consistcm with generally accepted accotmting principles 
(GAAP). 

4. Budgeted amounts are as originall5 adopted, or as amended by the Clerk. Individual amendments were not materia 
in relation to the original appropriations, which were amended. 

5. All annual appropriations lapse at fiscal year end 

Encum brance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other conunitm ents for the cxpendi~.m e of monies 
ale recorded m order ~o reserve tbat portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed 

G. Accunm latcd Unpaid Vacation and Sick Pay 

Vested or accumulated vacation leave that is expected to be liquidated with expcndablc available financial resources is 
~cporlcd as an expenditure and a fund liability of the governmental fund that will pay it. Am ounts of xcsted or 
accumulatcd vacafion leave that arc not expected to be liquidated wilh expendable available financial resources are 
reported in the general long-term debt account group. No expenditure is reported for these ,'unounts. 

1t. Total Cohmm s on Combined Statem ents - Oveza, icw 

Total cohmms on the Combined Statements - Overview are captioned M emorandum Only to indicate that thw arc 
prcsentcd only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position

, rcsults of 
opcrations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Ncithcr is such 
data comparable to a consolidation. Interfnnd eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 



A SC EN SIO N PA RISH C LER K O F C O U RT 

2. Chan~,es in G eneral Fixed Assets 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

A sunmm15' of changes in general fixed assets is as follows 

Furniture and cquipment 
Automobile 
Building in~provem ents 
Totals 

Balance 
July_l~1998 
$ 325,985 

18,731 
]50& _94 

$ 495,3!0 

_  Adclitions _ 
$ 113,963 

18,819 

_  3o73 15 
440,500 

Dcletio!t~ 
$ 82,272 

18.731 

[~alancc 

Jtmc3~  1999 
$ 357.676 

$ !07,003 $ 

18,819 
458~309 
834,908 

Cash includes amonnts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits and investments in the Louisiana Asset 

Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP). Under state law, the clerk ofcourt may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing 
demand deposits, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, 
or under the laws of the United States and LAM P. 

Thc carrying amount of the Clerk's deposits at June 30, 1999 was $2,639,286 and fl~e bmlk balance was $2,675,550. Ofthe 
bank balances, $400.000 was covered by federal depositoLw insurance, $2,275,550 was covered by collateral held by the 
pled ging bank's agcnt m the Clerk's name. 

The ('le~k also bad iavested $504,000 in the Louisiana Asset M anagement Pool (LAMP), a local government investmeut 
pool. In accordance with GASB Codification Scction 150.126, the investment in LAM P as of June 30, 1999 is not 
categorized in the three risk categories pro vided by GASB Codification Section 150.125 because the investment is in the pool 
of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entl7 foma. LAM P is adm inistered  by LAM P, 
Inc., ~hich is a nonprofit corporation organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana which was formed  by an initiative 
of the State "]'reasurer in 1993. The corporation is governed by a board of directors consisting of the State Treasurcr and 
rcprescntalivcs from various organizations of local govern ment who are investors in LAM P. 

4. Defined Benefits Pension Plan 

Substantially all emplw ccs of the Ascension Pm'ish Clerk of Court arc members of the Louisiam Clerks of Court Retiremcnt 

and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-cmplw er defined benefit pension plan adnfinistered by a separate board 
Of trustees. 



A SCEN SIO N PA RISIt CLER K O F CO URT 

4. Defined Benefits Pension Plan 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

All regular employees who are undcr the age of 60 at the timc of origiual employment arc requircd to paticipatc m the 
System. Employec s who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of cred itcd service are entitled to a rctircment benefit, 
payable monthly for life, equal to 3% of their fnal-average salary for each yea of credited serviec , not to exceed 100 percent 

of their final-average salaJy. Final-average salad), is the employee's average salay over the 36 consecutive or joincd months 
thai produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their 
employec  contributions may retire at or after age 55 ,and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination The System 
also provides death and disability benefits Benefits are established and amended by state statute. 

The System issues ,'m annual publicly available fmaa~cial report that mcludes financial statements and requircd SUl)l)lemcntaly 
information for the System . That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retiremcnt and Relief 

Fund. 11745 Bricksomc Avenue, Suite B 1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Pl,'m members a~ c lcqnircd by state statutc to contributc 8.25 percent of their annual covcrcd salau, and thc Ascension Parish 
Clerk of Court is required  to contribute at an actuarially determined  rate. The current rate is 10.00% of annual covered 
payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Paish) of 
the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and thc 
Ascension Parish Clerk of Court arc cstablishcd and may be amended  by state statute. As providcd by Louisiana Rcvised 

Statute 1 I : 103. the employer contributions am determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to eh,'mge each year based 
on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal 3'car. The Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's contributions 1o th e System 
for the years ending Juuc 30, 1999, 1998 and 1997 were $92,691, $87,221 mad $87,870, respectively, equal Io die required 
contlibutions for each year. 

5. Excess Fund Balance 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that evel3, four yeas (at the close of the term of office) the clerk of court nmst 
pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fand balauce that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clerk's 
last 3'ear of his tcrm of office. At June 30, 1999, there was no amount due the parish treasurer as this was not the last 3'ear 
of thc clerk's four-yea teal of office, and no determination of the amount what will be due, if any, can bc made at this timc. 

6. Exoenditures of the Clerk of Court Paid bv the Parish Police Jar 

Ce~aain operating expenditures of the clcrk's office ,are paid by the parish policejtay and ,arc not inchJdcd in tbe aecoml)an)ing 
financial statements. 



A SC EN SIO N PAR ISH C LER K  O F C O U RT 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl. S'I ATEM ENTS 

7.Post-Iletirement Ilealth Care and Life lnstnn'ance Benefits 

In addition to providing pension benefits dcscribcd in Note 4, the Clerk, m acco rdance with statc statutes, provides certain 
continuing health care and life insurm~cc benefits for its retired employees. Substantially all of the employees become eligible 

for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for tile Clerk. The insurance prcmmms are paid jointly 
hy the retired employee and the Clerk. In ,,'car ended June 30, 1999 the Clerk paid approximately 50%  of the insurancc 

prclniums for retired employees. The Clerk recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (tbe Clerk's portion of premiums) 
as an cxpenditurc on a pay-as-you-go basis whcn the m onthly prem iums are due. For the year cnded June 30, 1999, those 

costs totaled approximately $3,000 for three retirees. 

8.Contingent Liabilities 

At June 30, 1999, the Clcrk is involved in a lawsuit. At this time, legal counsel for the Clerk does not anticipate any 
unfavorable outcom e froni the lawsuit. 

9.Risk M anagement 

The Clerk is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to, and destruction of assets: errors and 

omissions: injuries to cmployccs; and natural disasters. The Clerk pt rchased a co n nercial insurance policy to satis~, claims 
rclated to general liability, automobile liability, property and casualty, cmployec health and accidcnt, and errors and 

om issions. 



A SC EN SIO N PA R ISII C LER K O F C O UR T 

Y EA R 2000 

]'he Year 2000 Issue consists of two shortcom ings tlTat make comput:~r proce ssing system s unable to read ycar-date data beyond 
thc year 1999. The first shollcom ing is m ,'my corayuter programs coniain abbreviated dates which elim i1~atc the first h~o digils 
of the year. "l'herefore, some computer progrmns m ~!y recognize Jaau~,~' 1,2000 as JaJmary 1, 1900 and process data incorrec tly 
or stop processing allogether. The second shortcom ing is some computers will bc unable to detect the ycar 2000 is a leap year 
and may not register the additional day and data calculatiol~s may be incorrect. 

"l'l'~e Clerk uses com puter progr,'uns to process civil suits, filing and recording fees, crim inal doc kets and trial dates, uaffic tickets 

and trial dales, jury selection and financial management. The Clerk's compuler system progrmnmer has indicalcd that all of its 
computer programs and hardware arc Year 2000 compliant. 



A SC EN SIO N PA R1Sii C LER K O F C O U RT 

SCIIEDULE OF FINDINGS AND O UESTIO NED COSTS 

SUM M ARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1999 

Thc auditor's repot1 expressed all unqualified opinion oil the financial statements of Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 

2.No reportable conditions rclatmg to the audit of the financial statements are rcported in the report on comp 

3.No instances of noncompliance material to the financial statements of Ascension Parish Clerk of Court were disclosed 

FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEM ENT AUDIT 

Nonc 

CO M PLIANC E 

None 



A SC EN SIO N PAR IStl C LER K O F C O U RT 

SUM M ARY SCIIEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS 

Y EAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1999 

A . FINDING S- FINANCIAL STATEM ENT AUDIT 

Finding 1998-2 

The Clerk's deposits were undersecured by $ 100,000 in accordance with LRS:39:122 

Currcnt Status: No similar findings were noted in the 1999 audi 


