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NDEPEN DENT AUDITOP, S' REPORT 

The I Ionorable Edm ond [-. Kinler, Jr 
St. Jam es Parish Clerk of Court 
('ouvent. Louisiana 

234 R~  Beo~egard 
LBfaye~e LA 70508 

ph0~ (318) 232-4141 
Fax (318) 232-86&0 

113 Easi Badge SI/ee( 
Brea~ Bridge. LA 70517 
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Pt~ne (318) 363-2?92 
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phone (318( 63g~4737 
Fax (318) 639 4668 

W e have audited tile accom panying general purpose financial statements of'the St. James I'arish Clerk 
of CouIl, a com ponent unit of the SI. James Parish Governm ent, as of and for tile year ended June 30, 1999, as 
listed in tile table of contents. These general ptu'pose final'~cial statem cnts are tile responsibility of the St. 
Jam es Parish Clerk of Court. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose I]naneia] 
stafelnents based on our audit. 

app 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
cable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing, Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 

General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether tile general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n audit 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose 
financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accoanting principlcs used and significant estimates 
m ade by the St. ,lam es Parish Clerk of Court, as well as evaluating the overall general puqrose l~nancial 
statelnent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all nlaterial 
rcspccts, the financial position of the St. James Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30. 1999, and the results of 
its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have a/so issued our report dated Sel~tcmbcr 
16, 1999 on our consideration of the St. James Parish Clerk of Courfs iutenm l control over financial reporting 
and its com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, 

O ur audit was made for the purpose of form ing an opinion on tile general purpose financial statements 
taken as a w hole. Tile financial inform ation listed as "Supplem ental Inform ation" on pages 13-26 in the table 
of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose 
financial statements of tile St. James Parish Clerk of Court. Such information has been subjected to tbc 
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents and, in our opinion, is 
fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a 
whole. The year 2000 supplemental information on page 14 is not a required part of tile general purpose 
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financial statements, but is supplem ental inform ation required by the Govern mental Accounting Standards 
Board. W e have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted primarily of inquiries of management 
regarding lhc m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of the supplem ental inform ation; however, we did 
not audit the irlformation and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that 
the St, James Parish Clerk of Court is or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Clerk's year 2000 
rem ediation efforts w ill be successful in w hole or in part, or that parties w ith which the Clerk does business 
are or w ill becom e year 2000 com pliant. 

The financial information for the preceding year, which is included for com parative purposes, was 
taken from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the general 
purpose financial statem ents. 

l.afayette, Louisiana 
Septem ber 16, 1999 

K ohler, Cham pagne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 



G ENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

(COM BINED STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



ASSETS 

ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent. Louisiana 

Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Group 
June 30. 1999 

Cash 
lnterest-bcaring deposits 

Receivables: 
Accounts receivable 
Due from other governmenta 
agencies 
Due from other funds 

Accrued interest 
Prepaid expenses 
Equipment 

Total assets 

Goverflmenta 
Ftmd Type 
General 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Due to St. Jam es Parish 
Council 
Due to litigants 
Due to other fnnds 

Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Reserved for prepaid expenses 
Fund balance - 
Unreserved and undesignated 

Total fund equity 

$ 42,446 
180,000 

8,602 

7,550 

4,391 
3.780 

$246.769 

3.052 

3.052 

3.780 

239,937 

243.717 

Fiduciary 
Fund Type 
Agency 

$ 63,779 
363.081 

61.17 

Totals 

(Memorandum Only) 
999 1998 

$106,225 
543.081 

8,602 

7,550 
150 

4,391 
3,780 
61.171 

$151,964 
535.112 

6.736 

5,500 
150 

4,157 

3,780 
59.378 

$427.010 $61.171 $734.950 $776.777 

$ - 

3,704 
423,156 

150 

427.010 

61.17 

61.17 

$ 3,052 

3,704 
423,156 

150 

430.062 

61,171 
3.780 

239,937 

304.888 

$ 3,037 

5,000 
464,803 

150 

472.990 

59,378 
3.780 

240,629 

303.787 

Total liabilities and fund equity $246,769 $427,010 $61,171 $734,950 $776,777 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual - 
G overnm ental Fund Type - General Fund 

Year Ended June 30, 1999 
W ith Com parative A ctual A m ounts for Y ear Ended June 30, 1998 

Revenues: 
Licenses and perm its 

Fees, charges, and commissions 
for services - 
Court costs, fees, and charges 

Fees for recording legal documents 
Fees for certified copies 

Use of m oney and property - 
Interest earnings 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 

Current - 
Personal services and related benefits 
O perating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning of year 

Fund balance, end of year 

999 

Budget Actua 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 
1998 
A ctual 

$ 4,700 $ 4,125 (575) $ 3,600 

50,514 

386,900 
36.500 

18,000 

496.614 

353,633 
31,838 

54,350 
1,600 

441,421 

55,193 

244,409 

$299,602 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

53,143 

335,087 
31,339 

15,490 

439.184 

354,277 
31,043 

52,763 
1,793 

439.876 

2,629 

(51,813) 
(5,161) 

(2,510) 
(57,430) 

(644 
795 

,587 

(193 
1,545 

(692) (55,885) 

244.409 

$243.717 

58,168 

372,727 

55.602 

12,660 

502.757 

342,760 
24,592 

50,845 
12,384 

430.581 

72,176 

72,233 

$ (55,885) $244,409 



ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

Snmm arv of Sianificant Accountinc, Policies 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, a Clerk of Court 
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other duties and powers provided by law. A Clerk of Court is elected for a term of four years. 

The accounting and reporting policies of the St. James Parish Clerk of Court (Clerk of Court) 
conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. Such accounting 
and reporting procedures also conform to tile industry audit guide, Audits of State and Local 
Governmental Units. 

The follow ing is a sum mary ofcertaln significant accounting policies 

A . Financial Rer)ortina Entity 

These general purpose financial statements only include funds, accounts groups, 
activities, et cetera, that are controlled 6y the Clerk ~f Court as an independently elected 
parish official. The St. James Parish Government (Parish Government) has determined 
that the Clerk of Court is a com ponent unit of the Parish Governm ent utilizing criteria 
established by Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14. 
The Parish Government concluded that the Clerk of Court is fiscally dependent on the 
Parish since the C lerk of Court's office is located in the St. Jam es Parish Court H ouse

, 

the upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse is paid by the Parish Govermnent and in 
addition, the Parish Govern m ent also pays som e of the Clerk of Court's operating 
expenditures. 

B. Fund A ccountin~ 

The accounts of the Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and 
account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The 
operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts 
that com prise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. Revenues 
are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to 
be spent and the m eans by which spending activities are controlled. The funds and 
account group presented in the financial statem ents are described as follows: 



ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Governm ental Fund - 

General Fund 

Tile General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fund of the Clerk of Court and is used to account 
for the operations of the Clerk of Court's office. The various fees and 
charges due to the Clerk of Court's office are accounted for in this fund. 
General operating expenditures arc paid from this fund. 

Fiduciary Funds - 

A gency Funds 

The Advance Deposits, Registry of Court, and Jury Agency Funds 
arc used to account for assets held by the Clerk as an agent for individuals, 

etc. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do 
not involve m easurement of results of operations. 

Account G roup - 

General Fixed Assets Account Group 

This is not a fund but rather an account group that is used to account 
for general fixed assets acquired principally for general purposes. It is 
concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not with the 
m easurem ent of results of operations. 

C. Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures are 
recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis 
of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of 
the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The Clerk of Court's records are m aintained on a cash basis of 
accounting. However, the funds as reported in the accom panying financial 
statem ents have been converted to a m odified accrual basis of accounting 
utilizing the following practices: 

Revenues 

Recordings, cancellations, m ortgage certificates, certified copies, 
court attendance, suits and successions, interest earn ed on interest-bearing 
deposits, and crim inal costs are recorded in the year in which they are 
earned. 



ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 

l'xpeaditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except for 
principal and interest on general long-term debt (capitalized leases), which 
is recognized when due. 

D. Budgetary Accounting 

A budget for the General Fund is prepared on a basis consistent with 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are 
as originally prepared or as am ended by the Clerk of Court. All budgetary 
appropriations lapse at tile end of each fiscal year. 

E. Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general 
fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, 
rather than in the General Fund. No depreciation has been provided oil 
general fixed assets. A ll fixed assets are valued at historical cost or 
estimated historical cost if historical cost is not available. Estimated 
am ounts are im m aterial in relation to total fixed assets. 

F. lnterest-Bearin~ Deoosits 

G 

Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates 
m arket. 

Bad Debts 

Uncollectible am ounts due for receivables are recognized as bad 
debts by direct write-off at tile time information becom es available which 
would indicate the uncollectibility of the particular receivable. Although 
the specific charge-off method is not in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP), no allowance for uncollectible accounts 
receivable was m ade due to im m ateriality at June 30, 1999. 



(2) 

ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

H. Vacation and Sick Leave 

Em ployees of the Clerk of Court's offi ce earn 12 days of vacation 
and 12 days of sick leave each year. Vacation leave and sick leave m ust be 
used in the year earned. At June 30, 1999, the Clerk of Court has no 
accum ulated leave benefits required to be reported in accordance w ith 
GASB Statem ent No. 16, "Accounting for Com pensated Absences." 

Encum brances 

Encum brance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, 
and other com m itm ents for the expenditure of m onies are recorded in order 
to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by 
the Clerk of Court as an extension of formal budgetary integration in the 
funds. 

J. Total Colum ns on Combined Balance Sheets - Overvie 

Total columns on the Combined Balance Sheets - Overview are 
captioned M em orandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial 
position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations 
have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

Cash and lnterest-BearinR Denosits 

Under state law, the Clerk of Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank 
located in the parish or congressional district that is organized under the laws of the State 
of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of the United States. 
The Clerk of Court m ay also invest in United States bonds, treasury  notes, or certificates 
and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having 
principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 1999, the Clerk of Court has cash and interest- 
bearing (book balances) totaling $649,306 as follows: 

Dem and deposits 

Tim e deposits 
$106,225 
543.081 

$ 649,306 



(3) 

ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law , 
these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of 
the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all times equal the am ount 
on deposit w ith the fiscal agent bank, These securities arc hc]d in the nam e of l]lc 
pledging bank in a holdhlg or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. 

Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1999 are secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 

Pledged securities (category 3) 

Tota 

$ 709,67 

$ 364,232 
345,439 

$ 709,67 

Chrom es in General Fixed Asse 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Balauce, June 30, 
Additions 
Deletions 

Balance, Jtme 30, 

1998 

1999 

0 

Furnlilurc, 

Fixtures 
and Equipm ent 

$43,441 $15,937 
1,793 

$45,234 $15,937 

$59,378 
1,793 

$61,171 



(4) Pension Plan 

(5) 

ST. JAM ES PARISIt CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Plan Description. The St. James Parish Clerk of Court contributes to the Clerk of 
Court Retirement and Relief Fund (Retirement System), a cost-sharing multiple employer 
defined benefit pension plan adm inistered by the Clerk of Court Retirem ent and Relief 
Fund, a public corporation created in accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised 
Statute 11:1501 - 1540 to provide retirement, disability and survivor benefits to m embers 
throughout the State of Louisiana. The Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund issues 
a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and reqnired 
supplem entary inform ation. That report m ay be obtained by writing to the Clerk of Court 
Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Ave., Suite B-I, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
70816. 

Fuuding Policy. Plan m em bers are required to contribute 8.25~,/o of their annual 
covered salary and the St. James Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an 
aetuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 11.5%  of annual covered payroll. The 
contribution requirem ents of plan members and the St. James Parish Clerk of Court are 
established and m ay be amended by the Clerk of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund. The 
St. James Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the Retirem ent System for the years 
ended June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997 were $28,332, $27,163 and $24,861, respectively. 

Chan~es in A~encv Fund Balances 

A summ ary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits for the year ended June 
30, 1999 follows: 

Advance 
Deposit I 

Advance 

Deposit II 
Registry 
of Court 

Jury 
Fund Tota 

Balance, 06/30/98 $ 11,107 $ 252,472 $ 201,374 $ 5,000 $ 469,953 

Additions 
Deletions 

3,730 

(11,220) 
348,525 

(352,351) 
966,753 

(997,084) 
12,906 

(14,202) 
1,331,914 

(1,374,857) 

Balance, 06/30/99 $ 3,617 $ 248,646 $ 171,043 $ 3,704 $ 427,010 



(6) Leases 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

The Clerk of Court entered into all annual rental agreem ent w ith Xerox for two 
copiers for fiscal year ended June 30, 1999. Rental payments totaling $17,224 are 
included ill the General Fund's materials and supplies expenditures. 

P, isk M anagem ent 

The Clerk of Court is exposed to risks of loss in tile areas of auto liability, 
professional liability and workers' compensation. All of these risks are handled by 
purchasing eonllnercial insurance coverage. There have bcefl no significant reductiofls ill 
the insurance coverage during tile year. 

There is no litigation pending against tile St. Jam es Parish Clerk of Court's office a 
June 30, 1999. 

Exoenditures of the Clerk of Court Paid bv tile Parish Governm enl 

The Clerk's office is located in tile St. Jam es Parish Courthouse. The St. Jam es 
Parish Governm ent pays the upkeep and m aintenance of the courthouse. In addition, the 
Parish Governm ent also pays som e of tile Clerk's operating expenditures. Thcsc 
expendilurcs are not reflected in tile accompanying financial statements. 

2 
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ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 

mpact of Year 2000 on Computer Programs (Unaudited) 
Year Ended June 30. 1999 

The Clerk has com pleted an inventory of com pt~ler systems and olher electronic 
equipm ent that may be affected by the year 2000 issue, that arc necessary to conducting 
operations and have idenlified such systems as being the Clerk's m ainframe and personal 
computers used for financial reporting purposes. 

~ "l'l~e St. James Parish Clerk of Court's system and personal com puters 
have been assessed, rem ediated, and validated. 

Remaining contracted amounts that are committed to this project are undetermined 
as of June 30, 1999. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of 
related remediation efforts will not be fully determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. 
M anagement cannot assure that tile Clerk is or will be Year 2000 ready, that tile Clerk's 
rem ediation efforts w ill be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom tile Clerk 
does business w ill be year 2000 ready. Tile Clerk is utilizing external resources to identify and 
lest the syslem s for Year 2000 com pliance. 

4 
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G EN ERA L FUN D 

To account for resources traditionally associated w ith governments which are not required to be 
accounted for in another fund. 
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A SSETS 

ST. JAM ES PA RISH CLERK O F CO URq 

Convent, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Com parative Balance Sheet 

June 30. 1999 and 1998 

Cash 

Interest-bearing deposits 
geccivables: 

Accounts rcceivable 
Due from other govcrnlnental agencies 
Accrucd intcrcst 
Prcpaid cxpcnscs 

A BII.ITIES AN D FUN D BA LAN CE 

Liabilities: 
Accotmts payablc 

Fund balance: 

P, cservcd for prepaid expenses 
Unreserved and nndesiglm ted 

Total fund balance 

Total liabilitics and fire d balance 

7 

999 1998 

$ 42,446 
180.000 

8,602 
7,550 

4,391 
3.780 

$246,769 

$ 3,052 

3,780 
239,937 

$246,769 

$ 77,273 
140.000 

6,736 
5,500 

4,157 

3.780 

$247,446 

3,78(/ 
240,629 

244.409 

$247.446 



ST. JA M ES PARISII CLERK O F COURT 

Convent, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statement of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

W ith Com parative Actual Amounts for Year [';nded June 30, 1998 

Revclll.leS: 

Licenses and perm its 
M arriage licenscs 

Court costs, fees, and charges - 

Court attendance 

Crim inal costs 

Qualifying fees 
O ther 

Total court costs, fees and charges 

Fees for recording legal documents - 
Recordings 

Suits and successions 

Cancellations 
M ortgage certificates 

Total fees for recording legal 

doctlm ents 

Fees for certified copies - 
Certified copies 

Use of m oney and property 

Interest earned 

Total rcventles 

999 

Budget Actua 

Variance - 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 
1998 
A ctua 

$ 4,700 $ 4,125 $ (575) $ 3,600 

5,000 

22,000 

514 
23,000 

50.51d 

135,300 

230,000 

9,600 
12.000 

386,900 

36.500 

5,640 

25,425 
514 

21.564 

53.143 

113,051 
203,928 

8,383 
9.725 

335.087 

31,339 

640 
3.425 

2.629 

22,249 

26,072 

(I,217 
(2,275 

8,480 

30,142 
60 

lt).d86 
":,8.168 

124,199 

229,958 

8,573 
9,997 

(51,813) 372,727 

(5,161) 55,602 

8,000 15,490 (2,510) 12,660 

$496,614 

8 

$439.184 $ (57,430) $ 502,757 



ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

Convent, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

W ith Com parative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Current: 
Personal services and related benefits - 

Salaries: 
Clerk 
Deputy clerks 

Allowance 
Clerk supplem ental 
Group insurance 
Pension 
M edicare tax 

Total personal services and related 
benefits 

Operating services - 
Professional fees 
Insurance 
Election expense allowance 
Cott index 
Postage 
Uniform s 
M icrofilm 
Bad debts 

Total operating services 

M aterials and supplies - 
Office supplies and expense 
Autom obile supplies and m aintenance 
Dues and subscriptions 

Total m aterials and supplies 

Capital outlay: 
Office equipm ent 
Renovations 

Total capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

1999 

Budget Actua 

$ 65,350 
218,000 
6,535 
5,700 
27,988 
28,350 
1.710 

353.633 

9,204 
2,617 

2,279 
10,000 
6,000 
338 

1,400 

31.838 

51,150 
1,000 
2,200 

54,350 

1,600 

$ 65,350 
217,975 
6,535 
6,232 

28,145 
28,332 
1,708 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

25 

(532) 
(157) 
18 
2 

1998 
Actua 

64,825 
206,880 
6,482 
5,787 

30,024 
27,163 
1.599 

354,277 (644) 342,760 

8,449 
2,617 

2,279 
9,640 
5,703 
338 

1,309 
708 

31.043 

49,726 
88l 

2,156 

52.763 

755 

360 
297 

91 

(708) 
795 

1,424 
119 
44 

1,587 

1,793 (193) 

6,811 
2,938 

2,439 
2,868 
8,111 

951 
474 

24.592 

48,113 
1,045 
1.687 

50.845 

4,897 
7.487 

1,793 (193) 12,384 

$441,421 $439,876 $ 1,545 $ 430,58 



FID U CIA R Y FUN D TY PE - A G EN C Y FUN D S 

This Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to account 

for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants which are older in nature and not computerized. 
The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 

This Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to account 
for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants which are accounted for on the com puter syslem . 

The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used to account 

for funds which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered ill 
court litigation. W ithdrawals of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the com't. 

Jury Fund - 
Act 632 of the State Legislature for the year 1979, authorized paym ent to Jurors who report for 

Jury Duty. This account is to pay Jurors who report for Petit and Civil Jury. The m onies are 
collected from the St. Jam es Parish Governm ent or the Advance Deposit Accounts. 
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ASSETS 

ST. JAM ES PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Convent, Louisiana 
Agency Funds 

Combinir~g Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1999 

W ith C.omparative Totals for June 30, 1998 

Advance 
Deposit I 

Cash $ 3,617 
Interest-bearing deposits 
Due from Advance Deposit I 

LIABILITIES 

Due to Advance Dcpos 
Due to St. James Parish 

Council 
Due to litigants 

Advance 

Deposit I 

$ 48,496 
200,000 

150 

Registry 
of Court 

Jury 
Fund 

$ 7,962 $3,704 
163,081 

Totals 

999 1998 

$ 63,779 
363,081 

150 

$ 74,691 
395,112 

150 

$3,617 $ 248,646 $ 171,043 $3,704 $427,010 $469,953 

$ 150 

3,467 

$3.617 

$ $ 

248.646 171.043 

$ 248,646 

2 

$ - 

3,704 

$ 150.00 

3,704 
423.156 

$3.704 $427.010 

$ 15O 00 

5,000 
,16,1.803 



ASSFTS 

ST. JAM ES PARISH CI,ERK OF COIJP, T 
Convent, Louisiana 
Agency Funds 

Combining Statcalent of Changes in Assets and [,kltfilitics 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

W ith Comparative Totals for Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Cash, beginning of year 
Interest-bearing deposits, beginning 
of year 
Due from other funds, beginning of year 

Total assets, beginning of year 

Additions: 
Suits and successions 
Parish 

Deposits per court order 
Interest 

Total additions 

Total 

Reductions: 
Clerk's costs (transl~rred to 
General Fund) 
I,~.elhnds to litigants 
Other* 
SherilT I~es 
Secrctary of State 
Judge's supplemental compensation 
fund 

Total reductions 

Cash, end of year 
Interest-bearing deposits, end of year 
Due from other funds, end of year 

Total assets, end of year 

IABILITIES 

Advance 

Deposit I 
Advance 
Deposit I 

Registry 
of Court 

Jury 

Fund 
Totals 

999 1998 

$11,107 $ 52,322 $ 6,262 $5,000 $ 74,69 

200,000 195, I 12 
150 

395,112 

150 

$ 102,587 

366,650 
150 

07 252,472 201,374 5,000 469,953 469,387 

3,730 

3,730 

4,837 

7,600 
2,021 

1,000 
599 

1,220 

3,617 

348,525 

348,525 

600.997 

957,536 
9,217 

352,255 
12,906 

957,536 

9.217 

966.753 12.906 1,331.914 

02,894 
6,714 

32,013 
5.107 

68,127 17,906 1,801.867 916A I5 

94,977 

91,237 997,084 
I4,202 

51,173 

4.125 

10,839 

352,351 

48,496 
200,000 

150 

202,577 
090,342 

15,202 
51,772 

4.125 

10.839 

229,585 

127,282 

12,958 
62,077 

2,6O0 

11.660 

7,962 

63,081 

$ 3.617 $248,646 $ 171.043 

3,704 

$3,704 

63,779 
363,081 

150 

74,691 
395,112 

150 

$ 427,010 $ 469,953 

Due to litigants and other funds, 
bcgioningofyear $11,107 $252,472 $ 201,374 $5,000 $ 469,953 $ 469,387 

Additions 
l/educlions 

Due to litigants and other funds, end of 

year 

348,525 
352,351 

966,753 
997.084 

2,906 4,202 ,331,914 
,374,857 

446,728 
446.162 

$248,646 $ 171,043 $3,704 $ 427,010 $ 469.953 

*Other - W itness fees, jury fees, jury commissioners, and court reporter li:es. 
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INTERNAL CO NTRO L AND CO M PLIAN CE 



C BL'I~  Kokler, CPA 
R~ sel F C~ mpeg,~ CPA 
Vlc1~ R S~v~ , CPA 
Ch~s Reine), CPA 
C~ od O Chap,~ n. CPA 
p IroyCo~ le CPA 

Marl T T~bodea~ CPA 
O~skJ A Ttlbodea~ Jr.CPA 
~  M A et CPA 
Ke~ th J Racha[. CPA 

KO LD ER, C HA M PAG NE, SLAVEN & RAINEY, LLC 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

REPO RT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FIN AN CIA L REPORTIN G BA SED ON AN A UDIT O F 

FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITtl 
GOV ERN M EN T AUDITIN G STAN DARDS 

The 1 louorable F, dm ond F,. Kinler, Jr 
St. Jam es Parish Clerk of Court 
Convent, Louisiana 

234 R~ Bea~egard 
LB faye%le, LA 70508 

phone (31a) 232.4141 
Fex (318) 232-8660 

113 East Badge Slreel 
Brea~ Bridge. LA 70517 
Phone (318} 332 4020 
Fax(318) 332-2867 

133 EaslW sd~l 
MB~s~ .LA 7%351 
Phone(318)25~9252 
Fax(35B)25~8681 

234 D8~dDnve, Swle %05 
Morgan CI~.LA 70380 
ph~ (5,04)384 2020 
Fax~5041384.3020 

408 W Co~  street 
Vl~e F1a~e LA 70586 
P)~  (318} 3632792 
Fax (318) 362~3049 

332 W Sixth Ave~ e 
OberOn LA 70655 

pbo~ (318) 63ge 4737 
Fa~(358) 63%4568 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the St. Jam es l)arish Clerk of (:our! as ol 
and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated Septem ber 16, 1999. W c 
conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and lhc standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. James l'arish Clerk of Court's general 
purpose financial statem ents are free of material m isstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct 
and m aterial effect on tile determ ination of financial statement alBouuts, tlowever, providing an opinion on 
com pliance w ill] those provisions w as 
an opinion. The results of our tests d 
under Governm ent A uditiu~ Standards 

not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such 
sclosed one instance of noncom pliance that is required to bc reported 
The finding is described in the accom panying schedule of current and 

prior ),ear audit findings and corrective action plan at lien] 99-1 (C) 

nlernal Control Over Financial Reporlin~ 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the St. James Parish Clerk of Court's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing 
our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on tile internal control 
over financial reporting, ttowever, we noted a certain m atter involving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve 
m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal 
control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the St. James Parish Clerk of 
Court's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of 
m al~agem ent in the general purpose finat~cial statements. This reportable condition is described it] the 
accom panying sum mary schedule of current and prior year audit findings and corrective action plan at Item 
99-2 (1C). 

MEMBER OF 
~ IE RJCAN INSII~ E OF 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCE S S 
SOCIETY OF tOUlSl~e,~ 

CERTIFIEO ~ BLm ̂ CCOU'm~"S 



 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal 
control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts that 
would be m aterial in relation to tile general purpose financial statements being audited m ay occur and not be 
detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the normal course of perfon'~ing their assigned functions. 
Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in 
the internal control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, we believe the reportable 
condition described in the accom panying schedule of current and prior ycar audit findings and corrcctive 
action plan at Item 99-2 (IC) is a material weakness. 

This report is intended for the information of management. }lowcver, this report is a mattcr of public 
record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
Septem ber 16, 1999 

Kohler, Champagne, Shtven & Rainey, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 
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