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INDEPENDENT AUDITO R 'S REPO RT 

Board of Directors 
Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict 
Indlgen! Defender Board's Fund 
ttahnville, Louisiana 

)IGITAL I/EEPEI~ 540 2408 

W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Twenty-Ninth 
Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's Fund, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statem ents are the 
responsibiliiy of the m anagem ent of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District Indigent D efender Board's 
Fund. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents 
based ou our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards contained in 
the G overnu2.ejN__A_ uditin,R Standards issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited States. 
Those standards require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of material m isstatement. An audit 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting /he am ounts and disclosures in the 
general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general 
purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis 
for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board's Fund as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and the results of its operations for the year then ended 
in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

Certified Public A ccountant 

June 9, 2000 



G EN ERAL PURPO SE FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 



TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO ARD 'S FUND 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 

Balance Sheet 
D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Statem ent A 

Governm ental 
Fund Tvoes 

_
General Fund Special Revenue 

Total 

(M emorandum 
ONI,Y) 

A SSETS 
Cash and cash 
equivalents (Note B) $ 3~ 091 $ 202 $ 337,293 

TOTA L A SSETS 

I.I ABILITIES_ . _EQUITY AND 
OTH ER CREDITS 
Liabilities ~;_ $ 

Equity and Other Credits: 
Fund balance - unreserved - 

undesignated 337,09L _ 202 337,293 

Total Equity and 
Other Credits _ . 337,991 202 _ 337,293 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, 

EQUITY AND 
OTIIER CREDITS 

The accom panying notes are an integral part to these financial statem ents. 
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TW ENTY-N1NTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO A RD 'S FUND 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
Governm ental Fund Type 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund Balance 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

REVEN U ES 
Court costs on fines 
and forfeitures 
lnlergovernm enlal revenue- 
Louisiana Indigent 
Defender Board (District 
Assistance Fund) 
lnlcrest earnings 

Total Revenues 

EX I'END ITURES 
Professional services 
Other 

Statem ent B 

Governm ental 
Fund Tvoes 

General Fund Special Revenue 

Total 

(Memorandum 
ONLY) _ 

$ 355,296 $ 355,296 

35,000 
_ _ !sAooa 

373,_298 35,000 

414,293 

156,~ 297 
24,000 
I1,000 

35,000 

_ _ 18,002 

408,298 

438,293 

_  26,697 

Total F.xpenditures 42
__~9 99Q 35,000 464,990 

Excess of Expenditures over 

Revenues (56,692) 

Fund Balance at 
Beginning of year 

Fund Balance at 
End of Year 

(56,692) 

3~ 783 202 393,985 

~ 3"/~092 ,$ 20_22 $ 337,293 

The accom panying notes are an integral part to these financial statem ents 



N O TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 



1NTRODUCTI ON 

TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO A RD 'S FUND 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

The Twenty-N inth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's Fund is established in com plian ce 
with Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144-149 to provide and compensate counsel appointed to 
represent indigents in crim inal eases on the district court level. 

As provided by Act 21 of 1982, Louisiana Revised Statutes 13:477(29) and 13:477(40), the 
electors of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's Fund, being the parishes 
of St. Charles and St. John the Baptist, approved the division of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial 
District Indigent Defender Board's Fund, effective January 21, 1985, by the establishm ent of the 
Fortieth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board's Fund to be com posed of St. John the Baptist 
Parish, w ith the Tw enty-N inth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board's Fun d to continue and 
be eom posed of St. Charles Parish. 

Board m em bers serve w ithout com pensation 

N OTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICAN T A CCOUN TIN G POLICIES 
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Basis of Presentation 
The accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Twenty-Ninth Judicial 
District lndigent Defender Board's Fund have been prepared in accordance w ith generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body 
for establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

Reporting Entity_  

For Financial reporting purposes, in conform ance w ith GA SB Codification Section 2100, 
the Indigent D efender Board's Fund is a part of the district court system of the State of 
Louisiana. How ever, the state statutes that create the boards also give each of the boards 
control over all of their operations. This includes the hiring and retention of em ployees, 
authority over budgeting, responsibility for funding deficits and operating deficiencies, 
and fiscal m anagem ent for controlling the collection and disbursem ent of funds. 
Therefore, the board reports as an independent reporting entity and the financial 
statem ents include only the transactions of the Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board's Fund. Furtherm ore, the St. Charles Parish council does not include the 
Indigent Defender Board's Fund as a com ponent unit in its com prehensive annual 
financial report. 

Fund Accounting 

The board uses a fund (General Fund and Special Revenue Fund) to report on its financial 
position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate 
legal com pliance and to aid m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain 
govern m ent functions and activities. 



TW ENTY-NINTIt JUI)ICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO ARD 'S FUND 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE A - SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

4 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts 

Funds of the Indigent Defender Board are classified as a governm ental fund. 
Governm ental funds accounts for all of the board's general activities, including the 
collection and disbursem ent of specific o1' legally restricted m onies and the acquisition or 
construction of general fixed assets. The govermnental funds of the Indigent Defender 
Board are the General Fund and the Special Revenue Fund and they are described as 
follow : 

a 

b 

General Fund 
The General fund is the general operating fund of the board, and it accounts for 
all financial resources except those accounted for in the Special Revenue Fund. 

S
_
pecial Revenue Fund 
The Special Revenue Fund accounts for the collection and disbursem ent of 
earm arked m onies. The District A ssistance Fund is the board's only Special 
Revenue Fund. 

The D istrict A ssistance fund is a grant-in-aid program intended to supplem ent 
financial assistance in felony cases to D istrict Indigent D efender Boards that have 
a need for this type of funding. This Special Revenue Fund was established in 
order to separately account for the receipt of monies from the Louisiana Indigent 
Defender Board and the disbursem ent of those funds in accordance w ith the rules 
of the program . 

Basis of A ccounting 
The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. The governm ental fund is accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and 
liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. The operating statem ents of these 
funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The m odified accrual basis 
of accounting is used by the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues (General Fund): 
Court costs are recorded in the year they are collected by the tax collector and rem itted 
to the Board. 

Revenues (Special Revenue Fund): 
lnlergovernm ental revenues from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board are recorded 
w hen received. 



TW ENTY-NINTtt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO A RD 'S FUND 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31, 1999 

NOTE A - SUMM ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Interest revenue earned on all funds is recorded in the year in which it is earned 

Expenditures (General Fund and Special Revenue Fund): 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 
when the related fund liability is incurred. 

5. Cash and (2ash Eauivalents 
Cash includes am ounts in interest bearing dem and deposits. Cash equivalents include 
am ounts in certificates of deposit. Under state law, the entity m ay deposit funds in 
dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts and tim e 
deposits with state ban ks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their 
principal offices in Louisiana. 

6. Total Colum ns on Balance Shee 
The total colum n on the balance sheet is captioned M em orandum Only to indicate thatti 
is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present 
financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either 
is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

NOTE B - CASIt AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At December 31, 1999, the carrying amount (book balance) of all cash and cash 
equivalents of the Indigent Defender Board's Fund totaled $ 337,293, and is listed as 
follows: 

Interest bearing dem and deposits 
Certificates of D eposit 

Total 

$ 137,293 
200,000 

$ 337,293 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law , 

these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent ban k. The m arket 
value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es 
equal the am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the 
nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 
acceptable to both parties at Decem ber 31, 1999. At Decem ber 31, 1999, the fund had 
$ 104,666 in deposits (collected bank balance) and $ 200,000 in certificates of deposits. 
These deposits were fully secured from risk by federal deposit insurance and the pledge 
of securities by the fiscal agent bank. 

NOTE C - YEAR 2000 (unaudited) 

The Board's accounting records are m aintained on the com puters of the Chief Indigent 
D efender. Both the hardware and software being used is Year 2000 com pliant. 



SUPPLEM ENTA L INFO RM ATIO N SCIIEDULES 



Reference N o. : 1 

TW ENTY-N INTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOA RD 'S FUND 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
Supplem ental Inform ation Schedules 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior A udit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Fiscal 5'ear Findint~ Initially Occurred Has existed from inception. 

Finding Described: The size of the board's operations and its lim ited staff preclude an adequate 
segregation of duties and other features of an adequate system of internal accounting control. 

Corrective Action and Additional Explanation: M anagem ent is aware of this inadequacy in the 
internal control structure, however, it feels that to em ploy such controls w ould not be cost 
beneficial. N o action will need to be taken. 



Reference N o. : 1 

TW ENTY-N INTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO A RD'S FUND 

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
Supplem ental Inform ation Schedules 

Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

Fiscal Year Findin~ Initiallv Occurred Has existed from inception 

Finding Described: The size of the board's operations and its lim ited staff  preclude an adequate 
segregation of duties and other features of an adequate system of internal accounting control. 

Corrective Action and Additional Explanatio 
internal control structure, however, it feels 
beneficial. N o action w ill need to be taken. 

Col]tacl Person: 
ltonorable H arold J. M ire, Sr 
Chairm an of the Board 
ltalm ville, I,ouisiana 

Anticinated Com nletion Date 

a: M anagem ent is aware of this inadequacy in the 
that to em ploy such controls w ould not be cost 

Not applicable 
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R EPO R T O N CO M PLIA NCE A ND O N IN TERNA L C O N TRO L O VER 
FINAN CIAL REPO RTING BASED O N AN AUDIT 0 ]7 

FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH 
G O VERN M ENT AU I)ITING STAN DARD S 

Board of D irectors 
Twenty-N inth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board's Fund 
l lahnville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board's Fuud, as of and for the year ended D ecem her 31, 1999, and have 
issued our report thereon dated June 9, 2000. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith 
generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
in Governm ent A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 
As a part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Twenty-N inth Judicial District 
Indigent I)efendcr Board's Fund general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations 
and contracts, noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
dcternfination of the financial statem ent am ounts, ltow ever, providing an opinion on com pliance 

with those provisions was not an objective of my audit, and accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required 
to be reported under Govermnent Auditin!LS_~landards 

ernal control over financial Reoortin~ 
In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District lndigent 
Defender Board's ]'und internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, we noted 
a m atter involviug the internal control over financial reporting and its operations that we consider 
to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention 
relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial 

reporting that, in our judgement, could adversely affect the board's ability to record, process, 
sum m arize and report financial data consistent w ith the assertions of m anagem eut in the general 
purpose financial statem ents. W e noted that the size of the board's operations and its lim ited 
staff preclude an adequate segregation of duties and other features of an adequate system of 
intern al accounling control structure, however, the board feels that to em ploy such controls would 
not be cost beneficial. 



Page 2 
Tw enty-N inth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent Defender Board 

A m aterial w eakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore 
of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial 
statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in 
the norm al source of perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal 
control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions and, 
accordingly, w ould not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to 
be m aterial w eaknesses, ttowever, we believe nolle of the reportable conditions described above 
is a m aterial weakness. 

This report is iutended solely for the use of m anagem ent and the State of Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to lim it 
the distribution of this report which, upon acceptance by the State of Louisiana Legislative 
A uditor, is a m atter of public record. 

~  J.F. Lorio, Jr. " 
Certified Public Accountant 

June 9, 2000 


