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INDEPENDENT AUD] TORS ' REPOR 

We have aud ited the accompanying component Un~[t I ] nauc a 1 
statements of the Ward Four Marshal, Sulphur, Louisiana , a component 
unit of the .City of Sulphur, Louisiana , as of and for the years ended 
June 30, 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998 . These financial statements are the 
responsibility of management . Our responsibility Js to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally aecepled 
auditing standards adopted by the American Institute of Ce}tJfied 
Public Accountants, and the standards applicab]e to financial audJtf~ 
contained Jn "Government Auditing Standards" issued by tile Comptro]3er 
Genera] of the United States, and the _L_QD.iHi.a _Jha A~.dii _Gu_ide.. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of 
materia] misstatement . An audit includes examining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures Jn the financial 
statements . An alldit a]so includes assessing the accounting princip les 
used and sJ gni f

.
i cant estimates made by management , as we] ] as 

evaluatin(3 the overall component unit financial statement presentation . 
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

In our opinion , the component unit financial statements ]efe~ red 
to above present fairly , in all material respects, the fJnanc-~a] 
position of the Ward Four Marshal, Su]phur, Louisiana, a componenl m JJt 
of the City of Sulphur, as of June 30, 1995 , 1996, 3997 and 1998, and 
for the results of its op eratJn~ for the years then en(]o(~ ~n cOJJfo).)il)' 
with generally accepted accounting principles . 

:: ,. ,, l,')J,:",i ,, ,-, 
March 23 , 1!999 

91t,,,,l< ,, 

(I',,,, A, m, ,~]l,,Id,,h. o{'[~, ,ll]'i,,l !l),,l:i~, (I',, 
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W ARD FOUF~ MARSHAL 
Sulphur, Louisiana, 
a com ponent unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND 
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

GENERAL FUND 

REVENUES: 
Intergovem raental Revenue 
Interest Revenue 

Total 

EX.PENDITURES: 
Advertisil'rg 
Bank Sen~ice Charges 
Capital Outlay 
Cleaning and M aintenance 
Dues 
Equipm ent M aintenance 
and Repair 

Insurance 
M iscellaneous Expense 
O ~ce Supplies 
Postage 
Professional 
Salaries 
Supplies 
Telephone 
Vehicle Expense 

June 30. 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998 

June 30 
1995 

$ 95,624 $ 
1,912 

97,536 

30 
238 

18,394 
1,325 
155 

443 
450 
0 

2,117 
1,303 
2,900 
55,462 
4,132 
1,530 
6,902 

Total E~~enditures 95,381 

EXCESS; (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE, July 01 

FUND BALANCE, June 30 

June 30 
1996 

86.613 
4.428 

93.041 

30 
251 

26,496 
1,200 
125 

281 
3,714 
283 
0 

886 
0 

54,687 
2,387 
1,416 
7.944 

99.700 

2,155 (6,659) 

122,740 124,895 

June 30 
1997 

$ 66,268 $ 
4,416 

$ 124,895 $ 118,236 $ 

June 30 
1998 

70,425 
5.111 

70.684 75.536 

30 
526 

16,511 
1,200 
190 

363 
2,940 

0 
0 

990 
626 

30,602 
2,084 
1.656 
6,650 

64,278 

6,406 

118,236 

124,642 

The accom panying notes are an integral pad of these statem enls 
-4- 

0 
530 

7,058 
1,200 
375 

280 
285 
0 
0 

780 
0 

81,139 
1,223 
1,443 
4,295 

98.608 

(23,072) 

124,642 

$ 101,570 



 

WA RD F01/R MARSHAL 
Sulphur, Louisiana, 
a component unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
June 30, 1995 , 1996 , 1997, AND 1998 

NOTE A - ~ M _M_A_RY OF ~ GNIFICANT ACCOUNTING _POLICIE~  

The Ward Four Marshal is an independently elected official and the 
Ward Four Marshal 's office is part of the operation of the City of 
Sulphur , Louisiana court system . The Marshal 's office is 
financially dependent upon the City of Sulphur for office space . 

In conformance with the National Council on Governmental 
Accounting , Statement 14, the Ward Four Marshal 's office is a 
component unit of the City of Sulphur, Louisiana . The 
accompanying financial statements present info~ ,lation only oi] the 
funds and account groups maintained by the Ward Four Marshal and 
do not present information on the City of Sulphur, Lousiana and 
the general government services prov ided by that governmental 
unit . 

F_ A LD_~ A9 C:Q~ nj~. ing 

The accounts of the Ward Four Marshal 's office are organized on 
the basis of funds or account groups, each of which is considered 
to be a separate accounting entity . The operations of each fund 
or account group are summarized by providing a separate set of 
self-balancing accounts which includes its assets, liabilities, 
fund equity, revenues or expenditures . The following funds and 
gronps of accounts are used by the Ward Four Marshal. 

Governmental Fund Type 

General Fund 

The general fund is the general 
Marshal 's office . A ll financial 
to be accounted for in another 
General Fund . 

Fiduciary Fund Typ e 

Agency Fund - 

operating fund of the Ward Four 
resources, except those requ ired 
fund , are accounted for in the 

Agency Funds are used to account for the assets held by the Ward 
Four Marshal as an agent for other funds and/or governments. 
Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) 
and do not involve the measurement of results of operations . 

- 5- 



 

WARD FOUR MARSHAL 
Sulphur, Louisiana, 
a component unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

NOTES TO FIN~/qCIAL STATEMENTS 
June 30 , 1995 , 1996 , 1997 , lIND 1998 

NOTE A - $_<~4MARY Q_F ~I_~NI_~ ~ANT A C_C_Qi~ TIN~  _POLICIES (CON~TINLiE~  

Account Groups 

Genera] Fixed Assets Account Group 

The General F~xed Assets Account Group is used to account for 
f~xed assets u sed in governmental fund type operations fo~ control 
purposes . All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or 
estimated historical cost if actual historical cost is not 
available . Donated fixed assets are valued at their estimated 
fair va]ue on the date of the donation . No depreciation is 
recorded on general fixed assets . 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund 
is dete~ nined by measurement focus . All governmental fund typ es 
are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement 
focus . With this measurement focus , only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet . 
Operating statements of these funds present increases (i .e ., 
revenue and other financing sources) and decreases (i .e ., 
expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets . 

The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all 
governmental fund types and agency funds . Under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting , revenues are recognized when 
susceptible to accrual (i.e . when they become both measurable and 
availab le). "Measurable" means that the amount of the transaction 
can be dete~nined and "available " means that the amount of the 
transaction is collectible within the current period or soon 
enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current. 
period . A one-year availability of revenues is used for revenue 
recognition for all governmental fund typ e revenues . Expenditures 
are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred . 

NOTE C - _BI~ ET~  _AND _I~ Y_ ACCO~ T_~ _ 

The Ward Four Marshal does not currently adopt a budget and thus 
no budget comparison is presented in these statements . 

- 6 - 



 

WARD FOUR MARSHAL 
Sulphur, Louisiana , 
a component unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

NOTES TO FINAN CIA L STATEMENTS 
Jun e 3 0, 1995 , 1996 , 1997 , AND 1998 

NOTE D - ~_ASH AND I NyF~ TMENTS 

At June 30 , 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998 the book balance and the 
bank balance of the Marshal 's deposits were as follows : 

Insured (FDIC) 
DDA 

Uninsured : 
Collateral held by 
pledging bank 's trust 
department Jn Marshal ,s 
n am e 

Totals 

June 3 0 . 1 996 

Insured (FDIC) 
DDA 

Uninsured : 
Collateral held by 
pledging bank 's trust 
department in Marshal 's 
n am e 

Totals 

- 7 

Carrying 
Am ount 

Bank 
Balance 

$124,703 $137,510 

$124,703 $137,530 

$118,123 $]38,035 

0 0 

$118,]23 $138,035 



 

WARD FOUR MA RSHAL 
Sulphur , Louisiana , 
a component unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
June 30, 3.995 , 1996, 1997 , AND 1998 

NOTE D - C__AASH ~___D INVE Tj~LT_M_ENq~ (CONTINUED) 

,Ju ne B0 . ] 997 

Insured (FDIC) 
DDA 

Collateral held by 
pledging bank 's trust 
department: in Marshal 's 
n am e 

Total s 

71]n e -;0 . ] 9 9 8 

]insured (FDIC) 
DDA 

Un insured : 
Collateral held by 
pledging bank 's trust 
department in Marshal 's 
n a ~ e 

8- 

$123,303 $]39,793 

0 0 

$]23,303 $]39,793 

$99, 8] 9 $].45, 569 

$99,819 $145,569 



 



 

INDEPENDENT AUDIq~ RS ' REPORT 
ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

(Based on an audit of the component unit financial statements 
performed in accordance with ~Q_~ernm~nt A~idiDins ~ a~ _~ ) 

WARD FOUR MAR SHA L 
SULPHUR , LOU ISIANA 

June 30, 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 
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Ward Four Marshal 
Su]phur , Louisiana 
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Wc hav~-~ audited the accompanying component unit fi nancia] 
statements of the Ward Four Marshal, Sulphur , Louisiana , a component 
unit of the City of Sulphur, Louisiana, as of and for the years ended 
June 30, ]995, ]996, 1997 and 1998 and have issued our report thereon 
dated March 23, ].999 . We conducted our audit in accordance with 
generally aceepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in, ove~ nt A_u~_it~ _q ~  n~ r~ , issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United States . 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Ward Four CJt.y 
Marshal 's Financial Statements are free of material misstatement , we 
performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grants, noncompliance with which could 
have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 
statement amounts . However, prov iding an opinion on compliance with 
those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we 
do not express such an opinion . The results of OUr tests disclosed 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Governm en t A uditing Standards which are described in the accompanying 
schedule of findings and questioned costs as items 1995-.1 and 1995-3 . 

In planning and performing our audit , we considered Ward Four Marshal's 
internal contro] over financial reporting in order to determine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting . However, we noted certain matters 
involving the internal control over financial reporting and its 
operation that we consider to be reportable conditions . Reportable 
conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal 
control over financial reporting that, in our judgement, could 
adversely affect Ward Four Marshal 's ability to record , process, 
summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of 
management in the financial statements . Reportable conditions are 
described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs 
as item s ].995-2 . 

- ]]- 
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A material 'weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 
one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
re]atJve].y low level the risk that. m isstatements in amounts that would 
be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may 
occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the 
normal course of perform ing their assigned functions . Our 
consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would 
not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might 
be reportable conditions and , accordingly , would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be 
material weaknesses . However , we believe none of the reportable 
conditions described above is a material weakness . 

This report is intended for the information of the Ward Four Marshal, 
Sulphur, Louisiana and the Legislative Auditor of the State of 
Louisiana . However, this report is a matter of public record and its 
distribution Js not limited . 
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WARD FOUR MAR SHA L 
Su lphur , Lou isiana , 
a component unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
for the Years Ended June 30, 1995 , 1996 , 1997 , and 1998 

We ],ave audited the financial statements of Ward Fou r Marshal as of and 
for the years ended June 30, 1995 , 1996 , 1997 , and 1998, and have 
~ssued our report thereon dated March 23, 1999. We conducted our audit 
in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States 
[1996 , 

Our audit of the financial statements as of June 30, ].995, 
1997, and 1998 resulted in an unqualified opinion 

a 

Section I Summary of Auditor 's Report 

Report on Internal Control and Compliance Material to 
tlhe Financial Statements 

I:ntern al Contro l 
Material Weaknesses Yes X 

Reportable conditions X Yes 

N o 

No 

Compliance 
Comp liance Material to 
Financial Statements Yes X No 

b . Federal Aw ard 

Not Applicable 

Section II Financial Statement Findings 

]995-] : Criteria - Government entities should adopt annual budget 

Condition The Ward Four Marshal did not adopt fo~l~al 
budgets . 

Effect - The Marshal was not in compliance with the Local 
Budget Act (LSA -RS39 :I301-14). 

Recommendation - The Ward Four Marshal should adopt budgets 
annually and subm it them to the City of Sulphur , Louisiana 
for approval . 

- 13- 



 

Ward Four M arshal 
Sulphur, Louisiana, 
a component unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (Continued} 
for the Years Ended June 30

, 1995 , ]996, 1997 , and ].998 

].995-1 : Action Taken or Intended - The Marshal will adopt annual 
budget:. 

Condition - The Ward Four Marshal commingles garnishments and 
seizures in the general operating account

. 

Effect - Control of garnishments and seizures is jeopardized 

Action Taken or Intended - The Marshal opened a separate bank 
account in January ]999 . 

1995-3 : Criteria Financial Statements should be prepared and 
audited in a timely manner in accordance with LSA-RS 24 :513 . 

Cond:ition - The Ward Four Marshal did not file audits of the 
financial statements timely . 

Effect q~ e Marshal was not in compliance with LSA - RS 24
:5[[3 . 

Recommendation The Ward Four Marshal should file all 
financial reports with the Legislative Auditor within six 
months of the fiscal year end . 

Action Taken or Intended - Because total revenues and other 
sources received in any one fiscal year are below $350

, 000, th
e Marshal will procure an annual compilation of the 

financial statements , to be accompanied by an attestation 
report on compliance with laws and regulations

. 

- 14 - 



 

WARD FOUR MARSHAL 
Sulphur , Louisiana , 
a component unit of 
the City of Sulphur 

SCHEDULE OF PR IOR YEAR FINDINGS 
for the Years Ended June 30, 1995 , 1996 , 1997 , and 1998 

~NTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIAN CE 
MATERIAL TO THE FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 

1993-.3.: The Ward Four Marshal did not adopt formal budgets 

Unresolved - see current year finding 1995~I 

1993-2 : The Ward Four Marshal commingles garnishments and seizures in 
the general operating account . This practice adds difficulty 
to controlling accounts . 

Unre~olved - see current year finding 1995-2 

]993-3 : The Ward Four Marshal did not establish a fixed asset 
inw ~ntory nor tagged the assets . 

Resolved 

- 15 


