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M r. Louis Keller 
Registrar of V oters of the 
Parish of O rleans 
N ew Orleans, Louisiana 70112 

W e have audited the accom panying special purpose financial statem ents that do not include 
a slatem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance-budget and actual, for 
the G eneral Fund of the Registrar of V oters of the Parish of Orleans, N ew O rleans, Louisiana 

(the Registrar) as of June 30, 1998 and for the year then ended as listed in the Table of 
Contents. These special purp ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Registrar's 
m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these special purpose financial 
statem ents based on our audit. 

Except as discussed in the follow ing paragraphs, w e conducted our audit in accordance w ith 
generally accepted auditing standards and G overnm ent A uditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special purpose financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the special purpose financial statem ents. 
A n audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates 
m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall special purp ose financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

A s described in N O TE 2 to the financial statem ents, the Registrar adopted the G eneral Fund 
budget on a calendar year basis for consideration by the City of N ew Orleans instead of on 
a fiscal year basis; therefore, a com parison of revenues and expenditures to budget is not 
included in the accom panying financial statem ents. In our opinion, presentation of such a 
statem ent for the G eneral Fund, for w hich a budget w as legally adopted, is required by 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

650 S. PIERCE ST./SUITE 203, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119 (504) 482-8733 FAX (504) 486-8296 



IN D EPEN D EN T A UD ITO R S' R EPO R T 

(CONTINUED) 

M r. Louis K eller 
Registrar of Voters of the 
Parish of O rleans 
Page 2 

As described in N OTE 2, the accompanying financial statem ents of the Registrar of Voters 
of the Parish of Orleans are intended to present the financial position and results of 

operations arising from the Registrar's appropriations from the City of New Orleans (the 
City). As such, the accompanying financial statements present only that portion of the funds 
and account groups that are attributable to the transactions of the Registrar arising fiom  the 
annual appropriation m ade by the City to the Registrar. 

G ovenm aental A ccounting Standards Board Technical Bulletin 98-1, D isclosures about Y ear 
2000 Issues, requires disclosure of certain m atters regarding the year 2000 issue. The 
Registrar has included such disclosures in N ote 6. Because of the unprecedented nature of 
lhe year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related rem ediation efforts w ill not be fully 
determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. A ccordingly, insufficient audit evidence 

exists to support the Registrar's disclosures w ith respect to the year 2000 issue m ade in N ote 
6. Further, w e do not provide assurance that the Registrar is or w ill be year 2000 ready, that 
the Registrar's year 2000 rem ediation efforts will be successful in whole or in parl, or that 
parlies w ith which the Registrar does business w ill be year 2000 ready. 

In our opinion, except that the om ission of the statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and 
changes in fund balance-budget and actual that results in an incom plete presentation, and 

except for the effects of such adjustm ents, if any, as might have been determined to be 
necessary had w e been able to exam ine evidence regarding year 2000 disclosures, the 
accom panying special purpose financial statem ents referred to in the first paragraph present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Registrar of Voters of the Parish 
of O rleans as of June 30, 1998 and the results of operations, and changes in its fund balance 
arising from the City's appropriations, for the year ended June 30, 1998, in conform ity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

B ru n o 

Tervalon 

CERTIFI[ D PUBLIC ACCO UNTANIS 
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M r. Louis K eller 
Registrar of Voters of the 
Parish of O rleans 
Page 3 

(CONTINUED) 

In accordance w ith G overnm ent Auditing Standards, w e have also issued a report dated 
D ecem ber 21, 1998, on our consideration of the Registrar of V oters of the Parish of Orleans' 
inlernal control over financial reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 

BR U N O, &  TER V A LO N 
CER TIFIED PUBLIC A CCO UNTANTS 

Decem ber 21, 1998 

B ru no 
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A SSETS 

R EG ISTR A R O F V O TERS O F THE PARISH  O F O RLEANS 
N EW  O RLEAN S, LO U ISIAN A 

BA LAN CE SH EET 
JU N E 30, 1998 

Cash (NOTE 2) 
D ue from  City of 
N ew Orleans 

Furn iture and fixtures 

(NOTES 2 and 4) 
A m ount to be provided 
for com pensated 

absences (NOTES 2 and 5) 

Total assets 

G overnm ental 
Fund Type Account Groups 

G eneral G eneral 
G eneral Fixed Long-Term 

Fund Assets Debt 

$ 7,500 

6,374 

-0- 

Liabilities: 

A ccrued salaries 
Com pensated absences 

(NOTES 2 and 5) 

Total liabilities 
Fund Equity: 

Investm ent in general 
fixed assets 
Fund balance- unreserved 

Total fund equity 

Total liabilities 
and fund equity 

6,374 

-0- 

6,374 

-0- 
7,500 

7,500 

$ -0- 

-0- 

2,538 

-0- 

$ 2,538 

$ -0- 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

-0- 

18,465 

$ 18~465 

$ -0h 

18,465 

18,465 

2,538 -0- 
-0- -0- 

2,538 -0- 

Total 

(M emorandum 
Only) 

$ 7,500 

6,374 

2,538 

18.465 

$ 6,374 

18,465 

24,839 

2,538 
7,500 

10,038 

$ 13,874 $ 2,538 $ 18,465 $34,877 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these 
financial statem ents. 



RE G ISTRA R O F V O TER S O F TH E PA RISH  O F O R LEAN S 
N EW  O R LEAN S, LO UISIA N A 

STA TEM EN T O F R EV EN UES, EX PEN D ITURE S 
A N D 

CH A N G ES IN FUN D BA LA N CE 
FO R  TH E Y EAR  EN D ED JUN E 30, 1998 

REV EN U ES 

Appropriation-City of New Orleans (NOTE 2) 

Total revenues 

EX PEN D ITU RES 
Expenditures paid by registrar: 
Salaries and w ages 

Expenditures paid by City of N ew Orleans 
O perating expenses of the 
O ffice of the R egistrar 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

Fund balance, beginning of year 

Fund balance, end of year 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these 
financial statem ents. 

203,687 

203~687 

168,155 

35,532 

203,687 

-0- 

7,500 

$ 7,500 



R EG ISTRA R O F V O TERS O F TH E PARISH  O F O RLEAN S 
N EW  O R LEAN S, LO UISIA NA 

N O T E S TO  TH E FIN A N C IAL  STA TEM EN T S 

N O TE 1 -BA C K G R O UN D 

The Registrar of Voters of the Parish of Orleans is a political subdivision of 

the State of Louisiana and is subject to the direction of the Commissioner of 
Elections. The Registrar is responsible for the registration of voters and for the 
adm inistration and enforcem ent of the law s, rules, and regulations of the State 
of Louisiana and the Louisiana Civil Service Com m ission and after 

appointment can only be removed by majority vote of the State Board of 
Election Superv isors for conviction of a felony or specific types of conduct, 
as set forth in Louisiana Revised Statute l 8:53. 

N O TE 2,- SUM M A R Y O F SIG N IFICA N T A C C O U NTIN G  PO LICIES: 

Basis of A ccounting 

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established the 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally 
accepted accounting principles and reporting standards w ith respect to 
activities and transactions of state and local governm ental entities. The GASB 
has issued a codification of governm ental accounting and financial reporting 
standards. This codification and subsequent GA SB pronouncem ents are 
recognized as generally accepted accounting principles for state and local 
governm ents. The accom panying statem ents have been prepared in 
accordance w ith such principles. 

The basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are 
recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. The basis 
of accounting also relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless 
of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The general fund uses the m odified accrual basis of accounting. Its revenues 
are recognized when they becom e m easurable and available as net current 

assets. All major revenues are susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fu nd liability is incurred. 



REG ISTRAR  O F V O TERS O F TH E PAR ISH  O F OR LEA NS 
NEW  O R LEA NS, LO UISIANA 

N O TES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE 2 .- SUM M AR Y C 
CO NTIN UED 

Fund A ccounting 

G PO LICIE 

The accounts of the Registrar are organized on the basis of govern m ental fund 
and account groups, each of w hich is considered a separate accounting entity. 

The operations of each fund and account groups are accounted for with a 
separate set of self-balancing accounts that com prises its assets

, liabilities, 
fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. Revenues are accounted for in the 
govern m ental fund based upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and 
the m eans by which spending activities are controlled. The funds presented 
in the financial statem ents are described as follows: 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund, is the principal fund of the 
Registrar and is used to account for the operations 
of the Registrar's office. 

G eneral Fixed A ssets and 
General Lone-Term Oblieations 

Fixed assets are accounted for in the general fixed 

assets account group, rather than in the General 
Fund. G eneral fixed assets provided by the City 
of N ew O rleans are not recorded w ithin the 
general fixed assets account group of the 
Registrar. N o depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. A ll fixed assets are valued at 
historical cost. 



R E G ISTR AR  O F V O TER S O F TH E PA R ISH  O F O R LEA N S 

N EW  O R LEAN S, LO U ISIA N A 
NO TES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE 2 - 
C O N TIN U ED 

F 

Fund A ccounting, Continued 

C 

G eneral Fixed A ssets and 
General l,one-Term Oblieations. Continued 

Long-term  obligations expected to be financed 
from  governm ental funds are accounted for in the 

general long-term  obligations account group, not 
in the G eneral Fund. 

The tw o account groups are not funds. They are 
concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of financial 
position and do not involve m easurem ent of 
results of operations. 

LICIE 

The accom panying financial statem ents include only the appropriations 
received by the Registrar of Voters of the Parish of Orleans from the City of 

New Orleans (the City). As provided by Louisiana Revised Statutes 18:55-59, 
the State pays, through the Com m issioner of Elections, a portion of the salary 
of the Registrar, the Chief D eputy, and the Confidential A ssistant, and one-half 
of the salaries of the regular em ployees for each year plus related retirem ent 
and other benefits; this compensation is paid directly by the State to the 
Registrar and to his employees and is not included in the accompanying 
financial statem ents. A lso, not included in the accom panying financial 
statem ents are em ployees' contributions m ade to the Registrar of V oters 
Em ployees' Retirem ent System included in the benefits relating to salaries paid 
with the City appropriations. As such, the accompanying financial statements 
present only that portion of the funds and account groups that are attributable 
to the transactions arising from the City's appropriation to the Registrar. 



RE G ISTRA R  O F V O TER S O F TH E PA RISH  O F O RLEA N S 
N EW  O R LEA N S, L O U ISIA N A  

N O TES TO  TH E FINA N CIAL STA TEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE 2 - SU M M A R Y  O F SIG N IFICA N T A C C O U NTING  PO LICIES 

C O N TIN U ED 

Operating Budget 

The Registrar adopts a budget (appropriation request) on a calendar year basis 
for consideration by the City of N ew Orleans in the preparation of their 
operating budget of expenditures. The Registrar's budget is subm itted to the 
City prior to November 1. The City advertises, holds hearings, and not later 
than D ecem ber 1, the budget is legally enacted through passage of an 
ordinance. Appropriations for the Registrar's office are listed under the 
Judicial and Parochial D epartm ent as separate line item s. Since the budget is 
on a calendar year basis and not com parable w ith the accom panying fiscal year 
financial statem ents, no budget com parison is presented. 

Cash A ccount 

Cash consists solely of dem and deposits fully secured by Federal deposit 
insurance. 

V acation and Sick Leave 

Em ployees of the Registrar earn and accum ulate vacation and sick leave at 
varying rates according to their years of service. The am ount of vacation and 
sick leave that m ay be accum ulated by each em ployee is unlim ited. Upon 
term ination, em ployees or their heirs are com pensated for up to 300 hours of 
unused vacation leave at the em ployees' hourly rate of pay at the tim e of 
term ination. Upon retirem ent, unused vacation leave in excess of 300 hours 
plus unused sick leave are used in com puting retirem ent benefits. The liability 
for unused vacation leave payable at June 30, 1998, com puted in accordance 

with GASB Codification Section C60, is $18,465. Vacation leave payable is 
recorded in the general long-term  obligations account group. 



R EGISTR AR  O F V O TER S O F TH E PARISH  O F O RLEAN S 
N EW  O R LEA N S, LO UISIA NA 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE 2 - SU M M AR Y O F SI 
C O N TIN U ED 

The total colum n on the financial statem ents is captioned M em orandum Only 
to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in 
this colum n does not present the financial position in conform ity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable to 

a consolidation. 

N O TE 3 - PEN SIO N PLA N 

Substantially all of the employees of the Registrar's offi ce are m embers of the 

Registrars of Voters Employees' Retirement System ("System"), a cost-sharing 
m ultiple-em ployer defined benefit pension plan, controlled and adm inistered 

by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular em ployees under the age of 55 at the tim e of original em ploym ent 
are required to participate in the System . Em ployees are eligible to retire at or 
after age 60 w ith at least 10 years of creditable service, or at or after age 55 
w ith at least 20 years of credited service, or at any age w ith at least 30 years 
of creditable serv ice. Upon retirem ent, m em bers are entitled to a basic 
retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited serv ice, not to exceed 100 per cent of 
their final-salary . If retirem ent occurs with less than 20 years of serv ice, the 
basic benefit stated above is reduced 3 per cent for each year that retirem ent 

precedes age 65. 



RE G ISTR A R  O F V O TER S O F TH E PA RISH  O F O R LEA N S 

NEW  O RL EA N S, LO UISIAN A 
N O TES TO  TH E FINA N CIA L STA TEM EN TS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE 3 - PEN SIO N PLAN , CO NTIN UED 

N O TE 4 - 

Final-average salary is the em ployee's average salary over the 36 consecutive 

ofjoined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate 
w ith at least 12 years of service and who do not w ithdraw their em ployee 
contributions m ay retire at or after age 60, or at or after age 55 w ith at least 20 
years of service at term ination, and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
term ination, reduced as indicated if applicable. The system also provides 
death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. The 
System  issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial 
statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation. That report m ay be 
obtained by w riting to the Registrar of V oters Em ployees' Retirem ent System 
of Louisiana, Post Office Box 57, Jennings, Louisiana 70546. 

Contributions to the System  include one-sixteenth of one per cent of the taxes 
show n to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. State statute requires 
covered em ployees to contribute 7 percent of their salary to the System . There 

is no direct employer contribution as a percentage of projected payroll. 

The Registrar's contributions to System for the years ended June 30, 1998, 

1997 and 1996 were $11,580, $11,561 and $11,173, respectively, equal to the 
required contributions for each year. 

A sum m ary  of the changes in fixed assets is as follow s 

D escription 

Furniture and 
equipm ent 

July 1, 

1997 Additions 

11 

s-0- 

June 30 
1998 



R E G ISTR AR  O F V O TER S O F TH E PA R ISH  O F O R LEA NS 
NEW  O RLEANS, LO UISIANA 

N O TE S TO  TH E FINA N CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

(CONTINUED) 

N O TE 5 -. C H AN G E S IN G EN ERA L LO N G -TER M  D EBT : 

A sum m ary of the changes in long-term debt is as follows 

D escription 

Com pensated 
absences 

July 1, 
1997 D eletions 

June 30 
1998 

N O TE 6 - Y EA R  2000 (Y 2K ~ ISSU E 

The Registrar recognizes the potential im plications of the Y 2K issue on 
system s that m ay contain date-related transactions, data, em bedded chips, etc. 

The City of New Orleans (the City) along with the State of Louisiana (the 
State) are responsible for assessing the impact of the Y2K issue of the 
Registrar's operations and will renovate or replace, as necessary, the com puter 
applications to provide for continued services in the new m illennium . The 

City and State will also assess the preparedness of external entities that 
interface w ith the Registrar. There can be no assurance that there will not be 

a m aterial adverse effect on the Registrar if the actions of the City and State 
and/or those of related third parties fail to address all significant issues in a 
tim ely m anner. 

The Registrar has not incurred any related expense in the 1998 fiscal year, and 
does not expect the costs of these efforts to be m aterial to the Registrar's 
financial position or the results of its operations in the 1999 fiscal year. 

Tim e and cost estim ates are based on currently available inform ation. A ctual 
results could differ from those estim ated. 

12 



IND EPEND EN T A UDITO R S' REPO RT O N CO M PLIAN CE AND O N 
IN TERN AL CO NTR O L OV ER FINAN CIAL 

REPO R TING  BA SED O N AN AUDIT O F FINAN CIAL 
STA TEM EN TS PERFO RM ED IN A CCO RDAN CE W ITH 

G O V ERN M ENT AUDITIN G STANDARD S 

M r. Louis K eller 
Registrar of V oters of the 
Parish of O rleans 

N ew O rleans, Louisiana 70112 

W e have audited the special purpose financial statem ents of the Registrar of Voters of the 

Parish of Orleans, New Orleans, Louisiana (the Registrar), as of and for the year ended June 
30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated December 21, 1998. In our report, our 
opinion w as qualified because a statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund 
balance-budget and actual, for the general fund, for the year ended June 30, 1998 w as not 
presented and because insuffi cient audit evidence exists to support the Registrar's disclosure 
with respect to the 2000 issue. Except as discussed in the preceding sentence, w e conducted 
our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. 

C om pliance 

A s paint of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Registrar's financial statem ents 
are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions o flaw s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have 
a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. H ow ever

, 

providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit 
and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under G overn m ent Auditing 
Standards. 
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R EPO R T O N C O M PLIAN CE AND O N INTERNAL CO NTR OL 
O VER FINA N CIA L REPO R TIN G BA SED O N AN AU DIT O F 

FINA N CIAL STA TEM EN TS PERFO RM ED IN ACCO R DA NCE W ITH  
G O VER NM ENT AUD ITIN G  STA NDARD S 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial 

(CONTINUED) 

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the Registrar's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the 
intern al control over financial reporting. Our consideration of file internal control over 
financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the intern al control over 
financial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition 
in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al control com ponents does not 
reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial 
in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a 
tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e 
noted no m atters involving the intern al control structure and its operation that w e consider 
to be m aterial w eaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent, the State of Louisiana
, and the 

Legislative A uditor and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not 
intended to lim it the distribution of this report which, upon acceptance by the Registrar

, the 
Stale of Louisiana, and the Legislative Auditor is a m atter of public record. 

BR U N O  &  TE R V A L O N  

C ER TIFIED PU BLIC A C C O U N TA N TS 

D ecem ber 21, 1998 

Tervalo n 

CERTIFI[D PUBLIC ACCO UNIANIS 
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REG ISTRA R O F V O TERS O F TH E PARISH  O F O RLEAN S 
N EW  O RL EA N S, LO UISIA N A 

EX IT CO NFERENCE 

An exit conference was held at the offi ce of the Registrar of V oters of the Parish of Orleans 
on Decem ber 30, 1998. Those present were: 

REG ISTRA R O F VO TER S O F TH E PARISH O F O RLEAN S 

M r. Louis K eller 
M r. Bobby E. W ilson 
M s. Sherrall Petit 

-  Registrar 
-  Chief D eputy 
-  Confidential A ssistant 

BR UN O  &  TER V A LO N . CER TIFIED PUBLIC A C C O UN TA N TS 

M r. Law rence Jones, CPA -- Audit Supervisor 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent, the State of Louisiana, and the 
Legislative Auditor and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not 
intended to lim it the distribution of this report w hich, upon acceptance by the Registrar, the 
State of Louisiana, and the Legislative Auditor is a m atter of public record. 

BR UN O &  TERVA LO N 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC A CCO UNTANTS 

Decem ber 21, ] 998 

B ru n o  

Tef lo n 

C[ RUFI[ D PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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