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The Honorable Judge Jam es R. Strain, Jr 
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Slidell, Louisiana 
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I have audited the accom panying financial statements of the G eneral Fund of the City Court of 
Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, as listed in the 
table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Court's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents based 
on m y audit. 

I conducted the audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and generally 
accepted governm ent auditing standards. Those standards require that I plan and perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the financial statem ents are free of 
m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as 
evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. I believe that the audit provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

As discussed in Note 2, the financial statem ents present only the General Fund and are not 
intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the City Court of 
Slidell in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In m y opinion, the financial statem ents referred to in the first paragraph present fairly in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the General Fund of the City Court of Slidell, Slidell, 
Louisiana, as of Decem ber 31, 1998, and the results of that fund's operations for the year then 
ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with G overnm ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated August 
24, 1999 on m y consideration of the General Fund of the City Court's internal control structure 
and a report dated August 24, 1999 on its com pliance w ith laws and regulations. 

FRANK L. GOINS 
Certified Public Accountant 
August 24, 1999 



BALANCE SHEET~  J=J 
CITY CO URT O F SLIDELL 
Slidell, Louisiana 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

ASSETS 
Cash on hand and in banks 
Due from G eneral Fund 
Restricted Assets: 
Deferred com pensation benefits 
Investm ents 

Property, plant, and equipm ent: 
O ffice equipm ent 

GOVERNMENT 

FUND TYPE 

GENERAL 

$ 1,120,044 
0 

0 

0 

FIDUCIARY 

FUND TYPE 

AGENCY FUNDS 

$ O 
260,404 

310,670 

0 

ACCOUNT G ROUP 
GENERAL 

FIXED ASSETS 

TOTAL 

(MEMORANDU 
ONLY ) 

0 $ 1,120,044 
0 260,404 

0 
0 

0 310.670 

186.848 186,848 
TOTAL ASSETS $ 1,120,044 $ 571,074 $ 186,848 $ 1,877,966 

LIABILIIIE~ 
Accounts payabte 
Payroll deductions and withholding 
Due to Agency Funds 
Payable from restricted assets: 
Deferred com pensation benefits 
due em ployees 

Due to other governm ent agencies 
Appearance bonds pending 
Deferred revenues 

$ 6,559 $ 
6,550 

260.404 

FUND E.Q U] ]'~" 
Investm ent in general fixed assets $ 
Fund balance - unreserved and undesignated 

TOTAL FUND EQUITY  $ 

0 
0 

47,258 
63.005 

0 $ 
0 
0 

310,670 
260,404 

0 
0 

0 $ 6,559 
0 6,550 
0 260.404 

310,670 
260,404 
47,258 
63.005 

383,776 $ 571,074 $ 0 $ 954,850 

0 $ 
736,268 
736,268 $ 

0 
0 
0 

$ 186,848 $ 
0 

186,848 

73626=~8 
$ 186,848 $ 923,116 

TO TAL LIABILITIES 
AND FUND EQUITY $ 1,120,044 $ 571,074 $ 186,848 $ 1,877,966 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these statem ents 
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GENERAL FUND 
CITY CO URT O F SLIDELL 
Slidell, Louisiana 
Year ended Decem ber 31. 1998 

REVENUES 
Current court revenues 
Court costs 
Crim inal Court fees 
Probation fees 
DW l classes 
W itness fees 
Other governm ents 
Interest earned 

EXPE NDJTURE$ 
Current court operating expenditures 
Salaries and related benefits: 
Salaries 
Payroll taxes 
Deferred com pensation plan 

Contractual services: 
W itness fees 
Telephone 
M aintenance 
Dues and subscriptions 
Professional fees 
Com puter serv ices 
Insurance 
Storage rent 

M aterials and supplies: 
O ffice supplies 
O perating supplies 
Postage 
M iscellaneous 
Capital outlays 

Excess of revenues over expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance at end of year 

TO TAL REVENUES 

TO TAL EXPENDITURES 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these statem ents 
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141,821 
130,765 
153,883 

575 
6,489 
7,637 
42,247 

$ 482,817 

202,790 
4,641 
18.832 

19,375 
10,832 
32,910 

613 
26,269 
52,748 
34,201 
3,180 

38,027 
7,591 
14,184 
9,660 

0 
475,253 

7,564 

728.704 



CITY CO URT O F SLIDELL 
Slidell, Louisiana 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

NO TE 1 - 

NOTE 2 - 

The accounts of the City Court of Slidell are organized on the basis of funds and 
account groups, each of w hich is considered a separate accounting entity. The 
operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing 
accounts that com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. 
The City Court of Slidell revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based 
upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and the m eans by which spending 
activities are controlled. The funds presented in the financial statem ent are described 
as follow s: 

~ENERAL FUND 
The G eneral Fund is the general operating fund of the City Court of Slidell. It is used 
to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in 
another fund. 

A~GENCY FUNDS 
Agency Funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for individuals, private 
organizations, other governm ents, and/or other funds. Agency Funds are custodial in 
nature ( assets equal liabilities ) and do not value measurement of results of 
operations. 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations ( general fixed assets ) are 
accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account G roup, rather than in 
governm ental funds. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. AI 
fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 

The City Court of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana was established by an act of the Louisiana 
State Legislature. The City Court has territorial jurisdiction extending throughout all of 
W ards 8 and 9 of St. Tam m any Parish excluding the Town of Pearl River. 

The City Court of Slidell is com posed of a City Judge, a Marshal, and a Clerk of Court 
of said court. The Judge and the Marshal of the City Court are elected at the 
Congressional election every six years. 

The City of Slidell and the Parish of St. Tam many share equally a portion of the 
salades of the City Judge, the Marshal, and the Clerk of Court. The City of Slidell is 
required to furnish a suitable city court room and suitable offices for the City Clerk and 
M arshal. The City of Slidell is also required to furnish adequate fireproof vaults or 
other filing equipm ent for the preservation of the records of the Court. The expenses 
of operation and m aintenance of the court room and offices shall be borne by the City 
of $1idell and the Police Jury of St. Tam many Parish, Louisiana, in equal portions. 
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CITY CO URT O F SLIDELL 
SlideR, Louisiana 
Decem ber 31. 1998 

- continued 

NO TE 2 - 

NO TE 3 - 

- continued 
W hile the City of Slidell and the Police Jury of St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana are 
obligated to provide certain services to the City Court, neither of them has any 
authority or control over the City Court. The City Judge is that governing authority in 
m atters of finance, m anagem ent, budgeting, and is accountable for fiscal m atters. 
The City Court is not considered a com ponent of the City of Slidell. 

The City Court has a Civil Fund that is not included in these financial statements. This 
fund is not subject to being audited. 

In 1989, the City Court established a Probation Superv ision Departm ent within the 
G eneral Fund. This departm ent is included in the financial statem ents of the G enera 
Fund. 

The financial statem ents and accounting policies of the G eneral Fund of the City Court 
of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana conform to generally accepted accounting principles as 
prescribed by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the 
Governm ental Accounting Standards Board. 

All City court funds are accounted for under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 
utilizing the follow ing practices: 

Revenues are accrued w hen the am ounts to be received are both m easurable and 
available. Charges for fines, forfeitures, and m iscellaneous revenues are recorded as 
revenues w hen each individual case has been settled. 

Expenditures are recorded at the tim e the liabilities are incurred. Also, capital outlays 
are recorded as expenditures at the time of acquisition. 

~ DGET POLICIES 
The City Court is not legally required to adopt a budget. The City Court did not adopt 
a budget; therefore, there is no budgetary com parison betw een budgeted and actual 
revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance. 

Fixed assets are recorded at cost and deprecation is not recorded on general fixed 
assets. 

Current capital expenditures are recorded as expenditures at the tim e of purchase 
The related assets are then recorded in the General Fixed Assets account group. 
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CITY CO URT O F SLIDELL 
Slidell, Louisiana 
Decem ber 31. 1998 

- continued 

NOTE 3 - continued 

NOTE 4 - 

NO TE 5 - 

In 1989, the City of Slidell began giving financial assistance to the City Court of Slide 
Slide,, Louisiana. The City Court records the pension reim bursem ents as revenues 
from other governm ents. 

Total colum ns on the com bined statem ents - overview are captioned M em orandum 
O nly to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in 
these colum ns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in 
financial position, in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither 
is such data com parable to a consolidation. Inter-fund elim inations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

There w ere no changes in general fixed assets 

NO TE 6 - PENSIO N PLAN 
The City Judge and Clerk of Court are partially covered under the pension plan of the 
City of Slidell and the Parish of St. Tam many, Louisiana, at no cost to the City Court. 
The City's plan also pays the pension of retired Judges. 

In 1991 the City Court adopted a deferred com pensation plan created in accordance 
with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all Court em ployees 
perm its them to defer a portion of their salary until future years. The deferred 
com pensation is not available to employees until term ination, retirem ent, death or 
unforeseeable em ergency. 

The City Court funds all am ounts of com pensation deferred under the Plan, at the 
direction of the covered em ployees, through investm ents in annuity contracts 
underw ritten by Great-W est Life, which is the Plan adm inistrator. The Court 
contributes 10% of gross salary to the plan. 

All am ounts of com pensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights 
purchased with those am ounts, and all income attributable to those am ounts, property 
or rights are ( until paid or made available to the employees or other beneficiary ) 
solely the property and rights of the City Court subject only to the claims of the City 
Court's general creditors. Participants' rights under the plan are equal to those of 
general creditors of the City Court in an am ount equal to the fair m arket value of the 
deferred account for each participant. 

- 6- FRAN K L
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CITY CO URT O F SLIDELL 
Slidell, Louisiana 
Decem ber 31. 1998 

- continued 

NOTE 6 - PENSION PLAN - continued 
The City Court has no liability for losses under the plan, but does have the duty of due 
care that w ould be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The City Court believes 
that it is unlikely that it w ill use the assets to satisfy the claim s of general creditors in 
the future. The City Court contributed $ 18,832 to the plan in 1998. 

NOTE 7 - 

The market value of the Plans assets as of December 31, 1998 is $ 310,670 

The City Court has adopted the following vacation and sick leave plan 

Vacation Pay - Two weeks vacation after one year of em ploym ent. 

Sick Leave - Six days sick leave after one year of em ploym ent. 

Vacation and sick leave can not be accum ulated beyond one year. Accrued vacation 
and sick pay have not been recorded because they are not m aterial to the financial 
statem ents. 

NO TE 8 - LITIGATIO N 
The City Court of Slidell is not involved in any litigation which would result in a 
significant liability to the Court. 

NOTE 9 - BANK ACCO UNTS 
The following is a sum m ary of the bank accounts and the securities 

NO TE 10 - 

NO TE 11 - 

AMOUNT 
Parish National Bank - Checking $ 127,987 

First NBC - Probation Checking 

First NBC - Savings 

S E C U R IT Y 
$ 100,000 FDIC Insurance 
$ 131,270 Federal Securities 

$ 920,437 $ 100,000 FDIC Insurance 
$1,072,541 U.S. Treasury Notes 

$ 71,440 $ 100,000 FDIC Insurance 

Appearance bonds pending represents am ounts collected for cases that have not 
been settled at year end. W hen these cases are settled, the Court will record its 
share of these am ounts as revenues and the rem aining am ounts will be distributed to 
other agencies. 

This account represents partial paym ents on fines collected by the Probation 
Departm ent. O nce the fines have been collected in full, the Court records its share of 
the fines as revenues and distributes the rem aining am ounts that are collected for 
other agencies. 
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CITY CO URT OF SLIDELL 
Slidell, Louisiana 
Decem ber 31. 1998 

- continued 

NOTE 12 - 
A sum m ary of changes in agency funds follows 

City of Slidell Funds 
Parish of St. Tam m any 
City M arshal's Fund 
Indigent Defenders Fund 
Victim s of Crim e Fund 
Suprem e Court 
District Attorney's Fund 
Louisiana Com m ission on 
Law Enforcem ent Fund 

Dept. Of Public Safety Fund 
Juvenile Detention Center Fund 
Restitution Fund 
Special D.W .I. Fund 

BEGINNING 
BALANCE ADDITIONS 

$ 84,560 $ 201,073 
22,955 
4,702 
40,861 
4,385 
23,944 

858 

3,355 
35,392 
7,025 
19,133 
7,589 

9,724 
72,501 
82,070 
11,420 
14,938 
4.125 

10,107 
4,408 
24,681 

0 
0 

REDUCTIONS 

$ 135,791 
29,769 
70,205 
93,903 
10,852 
7,091 
3.883 

8,758 
35,355 
23,851 

944 

__ Q 

TOTAL ALL AGENCY FUNDS $ 245,759 $ 435,047 $ 420,402 
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ENDING 
BALANCE 

$ 149,842 
2,910 
6,998 
29,028 
4,953 
31,791 
1.100 

4,704 
4,445 
7,855 
9,189 
7,589 
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The Honorable Judge Jam es R. Strain, Jr 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell, Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ents of the G eneral Fund of the City Court of Slidell, Slidell, 
Louisiana, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 and have issued m y report thereon 
dated August 24, 1999. 

I conducted the audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Governm ent 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. These standards 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagement of the General Fund is responsible for establishing and m aintaining an internal 

control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgements by management are 
required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of intern al control structure policies and 
procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with 
reasonable, but no absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from 
unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance w ith 
m anagem ents' authorization and recorded properly to perm it the preparation of financial 
statem ents in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent 
lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless occur and not 

be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the 
risk that procedures m ay becom e inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the 
effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures m ay deteriorate. 

In planning and perform ing the audit of the financial statem ents of the G eneral Fund for the year 
ended Decem ber 31, 1998 I obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. W ith 
respect to the internal control structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of relevant 
policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control 
risk in order to determ ine m y auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the 
financial statem ents and not to provide an opinion on their internal control structure. Accordingly, 
do not express such an opinion. 

M y consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the 
internal control structure that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses under standards established by the 
Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a reportable condition in 
w hich the design or operation of the specific internal control structure elem ents does not reduce to 
a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation 

-9- 



- continued 

to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a 
tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. I noted no 
m atters involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be m aterial 
w eaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the m anagem ent and the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor's office. This restriction is no intended to lim it the distribution of this report, w hich is a 
m atter of public record. 

FRANK L, GO INS 
Certified Public Accountant 
August 24, 1999 
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NDEPENDENT AIIDITO R'.'::; R EPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE W ITH LAW S AND 

The Honorable Judge Jam es R. Strain, Jr 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell. Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statem ent of the City Court of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana as of and for the 
year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, and have issued m y report thereon dated August 24, 1999. 

I conducted the audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. These 
standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
the financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the City Court of Slidell, 
Slidell, Louisiana is the responsibility of the Court's managem ent. As part of obtaining reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ents, t perform ed 
tests of the Court's com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. 
However, it should be noted that my objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance 
with such provisions. 

The results of m y test disclosed the following m aterial instance of noncom pliance that is required to 
be reported herein under G overnm ent Auditing Standards, which has no effect upon the financial 
statem ents. The audit report was not com pleted and subm itted to the Louisiana Legislative Auditor 
by June 30, 1998 as required by state law. This was caused by files being m isplaced due to 
m oving in 1998. The circum stances that caused the audit report to be late are explained m ore fully 
in the m anagem ent letter. 

I considered this instance of noncom pliance in form ing my opinion on whether the City Court of 
Slidelrs 1998 financial statem ents are presented fairly in all m aterial respects, in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect my report dated August 
24. 1999 on those financial statem ents. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Judges and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor's 
office. This restriction is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of 
public record. 

FRANK L. G OINS 
Certified Public Accountant 
August 24, 1999 
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MANAGEMENT L ETTER 
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I: O . hk)x 622 
SUE~EU., LA  70459 

(504) 643-5742 

The Honorable Judge James R . Strain , Jr . 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell , Lou isiana 

Dear Judge Strain : 

~ I~HI(~  NSII(L~TI: 01" 

I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation when I 
was auditing the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1998 . 

MANAG EM ENT 'S RESPON SE 

In ]998, the City Court moved into a new courthouse and offices. Some 
of the files , such as the bank statements for the operating check ing 
account were misfiled and could not be located at that time . They have 
since been located . The ]998 bank statements for the Probation 
Department and the sav ings account could not be located . On August 23 , 
]999 , they were found and you were able to rev iew them and conclude 
the audit . These files were m isplaced due to moving into a new office 
and building . I believe this was a one time event and will not occur 
aga in . 

Sincerely , 

Frank L . Coins 
Certified Public Accountant 
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August 25 , 1999 

MANAG EM ENT LETTER 

FRAN K L. GO INS 
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P, O , Box 62~ 
SUDS:EL. LA  704.,59 

(504) 643-5742 

The Honorable Judge James R . Strain , Jr . 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Dear Judge Strain : 
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I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation when I 
was auditing the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1998 . 

As you know , the financial statements have to be audited and copies 
sent to the Legislative Auditor by June 30 , 1999 . This was not done 
due to some files absolutely necessary to the audit being misplaced 
and not being located unt il after June 30 , ]999 . 

MANAGEM ENT 'S RESPONSE 

In 1998, the City Court moved into a new courthouse and offices . Some 
of the files , such as the bank statements for the operating checking 
account were misfiled and could not be located at that time . They have 
since been located . The 1998 bank statements for the Probation 
Department and the sav ings account could not be located . On August 23 , 
]999 , they were found and you were able to review them and conclude 
the audit . These files were misplaced due to mov ing into a new offiee 
and building . I believe th is was a one time event and will not occur 
aga in . 

Sincerely , 

Frank L . Goins 
Certified Public Accountant 
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MANAGEM ENT LETTER 
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E O . Box 62~ 

SLtl)Et.t.. IA  704.59 

(504) 643-5742 

The Honorable Judge James R . Strain , Jr . 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Dear Judge Strain : 
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I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation when I 
was auditing the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1998 . 

MANAGEM ENT 'S RESPONSE 

In 1998 , the City Court moved into a new courthouse and offices . Some 
of the files, such as the bank statements for the operating checking 
account were m isfiled and could not be located at that time . They have 
since been located . The ]998 bank statements for the Probation 
Department and the savings account could not be located . On August 23, 
1999 , they were found and you were able to review them and conclude 
the audit . These files were m isplaced due to mov ing into a new office 
and building . I believe th is was a one time event and will not Occur 
again . 

Sincerely , 

Frank L . Goins 
Certified Public Accountant 
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H O . Box 622 
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(504) 643-5742 

The Honorable Judge James R . Strain , Jr . 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Dear Judge Strain : 

AM E RIO,'~ Ins'i II cn I: O1" 
Gr~l~r.'t~:D I~O.Hc, Ac, c,o um  ,~nn's 

I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation when I 
was auditing the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1998. 

As you know , the financial statements have to be audited and copies 
sent to the Leg islative Auditor by June 30 , 1999 . Th is was not done 
due to some files absolutely necessary to the audit being misplaced 
and not being located until after June 30 , 1999 . 

MANAG EM ENT 'S RESPON SE 

In 1998, the City Court moved into a new courthouse and offices . Some 
of the files , such as the bank statements for the operating checking 
account were m isfiled and could not be located at that time . They have 
since been located . The 1998 bank statements for the Probation 
Department and the sav ings account could not be located . On August 23 , 
1999 , they were found and you were able to review them and conclude 
the audit. These files were m isplaced due to moving into a new office 
and building . I believe this was a one time event and will not occur 
again . 

Sincerely , 

Frank L . Goins 
Certified Public Accountant 
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The Honorable Judge James R . Strain , Jr . 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell , Lou isiana 

Dear Judge Strain 

M t:MI U+:I~ 
Pedp:RIC~  INslnta E or 

GE~<TII'II:[) PUI+LIC, ACK'K> U isrl ~N~I S 

I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation when I 
was auditing the financ ial statements for the year ended December 31, 1998 . 

As you know , the financial statements have to be audited and copies 
sent to the Legislative Auditor by June 30 , 1999 . This was not done 
due to some files absolutely necessary to the audit being misplaced 
and not being located until after June 30 , 1999 . 

MANAG EM ENT 'S RESPONSE 

In 1998, the City Court moved into a new courthouse and offices . Some 
of the files , such as the bank statements for the operating checking 
account were misfiled and could not be located at that time . They have 
since been located . The 1998 bank statements for the Probation 
Department and the sav ings account could not be located . On August 23 , 
1999 , they were found and you were able to rev iew them and conclude 
the audit. These files were m isplaced due to moving into a new office 
and building . I believe this was a one time event and will not occur 
again . 

Sincerely , 

Frank L . Goins 
Certified Public Accountant 
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The Honorable Judge James R . Strain , Jr . 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Dear Judge Strain 

M EM.t:I{ 
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C,,EJiTIIIED PtlIlUG /%~;(-<.tJ~'I/~.~LS 

I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation when I 
was auditing the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1998. 

As you know , the financial statements have to be audited and copies 
sent to the Legislative Auditor by June 30 , 1999 . Th is was not done 
due to some files absolutely necessary to the audit being m isplaced 
and not being located until after June 30 , 1999 . 

MANAOEMENT 'S RESPONSE 

In 1998, the City Court moved into a new courthouse and offices . Some 
of the files , such as the bank statements for the operating checking 
account were misfiled and could not be located at that time . They have 
since been located . The 1998 bank statements for the Probation 
Department and the sav ings account could not be located . On August 23 , 
1999 , they were found and you were ab le to rev iew them and conclude 
the audit . These files were misplaced due to moving into a new office 
and building . I believe this was a one time event and will not occur 
again . 

Sincerely , 

aD~ 3o 
Frank L . Goins 
Certified Public Accountant 
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P. O . Box 622 
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(504) 643-5742 

The Honorable Judge James R . Strain , Jr . 
City Court of Slidell 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Dear Judge Strain : 
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I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation when I 
was auditing the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1998 . 

As you know , the financial statements have to be audited and copies 
sent to the Legislative Auditor by June 30 , 1999 . This was not done 
due to some files absolutely necessary to the audit being m isplaced 
and not be ing located until after June 30 , 1999 . 

MANAG EM ENT 'S RESPON SE 

In 1998 , the City Court moved into a new courthouse and offices . Some 
of the files , such as the bank statements for the operating checking 
account were misfiled and could not be located at that time . They have 
since been located . The 1998 bank statements for the Probation 
Department and the savings account could not be located . On August 23, 
1999 , they were found and you were able to review them and conclude 
the audit . These files were m isplaced due to moving into a new office 
and building . I believe this was a one time event and will not occur 
aga in . 

Sincerely , 

Frank L . Goins 
Certified Public Accountant 


