
 

r,!, ~3 ;'~ f,:: I?' 29 
~4JT 

copie~ from lhis 
copy and P; ACE 
BACK m FILl:) j 

NATCH ITO CIIES PARISIt 
FIRE PRO TECTIO N DISTRICT NO . ? 

FINANCIAL REPO RT 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

U nder p.,rO',,iSiC,";::" of E~(';'[" !s~W, the5 
I'c-':pO,"[ ig ,!, F...::!.'ii~ (!.~::::.' :'g!~;:. A 
copy of tl:(" ~ :. ~:,.:':t !: i~:~c, ['.t ': t, ~,;.'.Lm ~it- 
tc, d to ti'," :-.,c ,: :, ,:,:" ~,:v;~,.~:tcl, 

offic:;.::: ~i:.i:,::;. :::: .-(::::::-~or 
pUl::!:::: ~'.~!:::' :tO ~ ... :., [pc ;.ji.I 

tot ~:iv~. 

'
,v! '-: : :::'..i::i'[:~"::", ~{{ the 

office of ii~{: p_';i:;[; c~c:k of cuuri-. 



 

N atchitoches Parish 
Fire Protection D istrict N o. 7 

Financial Report 
Decem ber 3 I, 1998 

T A B I, E O F C O N T E N T S 

Accountants' Com pilation Report o 
lhe Financial Statements 

Com ponent Unit Financial Slatem ents 
Com bined Statemcnls - Overview 

Com bined Balance Shect-Fund Type 
and Account Groups 

Stalement of Revenues, Expenditures 
and Changes in Fund Balance-Budget 
(GAAP Basis) and Actual-General Fund 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

ndependcnl Accountants' Report on 
Applying A greed Upon Procedures 

Page 

4 

6-10 

1-13 



To thc Board of Com m issioners of tile 
Natchitochcs Parish Fire District No. 7 

W c havc com piled lhe accom panying com ponent unit financial statem ents of lhe Natchitoches Parish 
Fire l)islricl No. 7, a component tra il of the Natcbiloches Parish Police Jury, as of I)ccem bcr 31, 1998 
and Ihc year lhen ended, in accordance w ith Statem ents on Standards for Accounting and Revicw 
Serviccs cstablishcd by tile Amcrican lnstitule of Certified Public Accounlants. The financial statements 
havc bccu prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, which is the generally accepted 
accounting m clhod established by the Governm ental Accountiag Standards Board for governm ental 
units. 

A com pilation is lim ilcd to presenling, iu the form of financial statem ents, inforum tion tha! is lhe 
rcplescntalion of Ihc l)istrict's managem ent. W e have not audiled or reviewed the accom panying 
financial statcm cnls, and accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them . 

m son, Thom as & ('uar)ingham , CPA 's 

.hlae 14, 1999 
Nalchitoches. I.A 71457 



COM PON ENT UNIT FINANCIAL STATEM I';NTS 
(COM BINrD STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



 

A sseIs 
Cash 
Certificates of l)cposi! 
Revenue Receivables 
Buildings 
l';quipm ent 

Total A ssets 

N alehiloches Parish Fire Pro/-ection D islriel N o. 7 
Com bined Balance Sheel-Fund Type and Account G roups 

Decem ber 31, 1998 

!~jabililies & l:u!)d Eq.ui~f 

l.iabilities and Fund t';quity 
Liabilities- 
Accounts Payable 

Total Liabilities 

Fund I-quity- 

Investm ent in General 
Fixed A sscls 
Fund Balance- 

Unreserved 

Total Fund Equity 

G o'~ernnlenla 
Fund Type 
General 
Fund 

$125,270 
24,329 
37,767 

0 
0 

Aeeounl G roups 
G eneral 
Fixed 
A ssels 

; 0 
0 
0 

39,825 
235,304 

Total 

(M emorandum 
Only) 

$125,270 
24,329 
37,767 
39,825 
235.304 

SLSY~ .6 $225-,122 $4(!2,4_9__5. 

$ 0 

.185,666 

$185,666 

0 

$ 0 $ 1 7~ZO000 

$275,129 

0 

$275,129 

$275,129 

L8.5~_666 

$460~795 

Total Liabilities & 

Fund Equity $ J .8_~ 3..~  $2_7~, L2~ $~6~ LzJ 95 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 7 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance 

General Fund 
Decem ber 31. 1998 

REV I';N U I';S: 
Taxes- 

Ad Valorem Taxes 
M iscellaneous 

Budget A ctual 

$ 55,000 
5.000 

$ 60,516 
4.930 

Variance- 
Favorable 

LUj1 favorablc3 

$ 5,516 
_ A T0) 

Total Revenues $ 60,000 $ 65,446 $ 5~446 

EX PEN DI TU RI';S: 
Ctlrrenl- 

Public Safety 
Capital Expenditures 
Professional Fees 

$ 30,000 
75,000 

900 

$ 26,098 
73,082 

900 

$ 3,902 
1,918 

0 

Total Expenditures $105,900 $I 00,080 $ 58,820 

l';xccss (Deficiency) of Revenues 
over Expenditures $ (45,900) $ (34,634) 

Fund Balance - Beginning, of Y ear 220,300 

trod Balance - F, nd of Year $.1..7_4,~t9_Q 

See accountants' colnpilation report 

220,300 

$J_8_5~6fi6 

$11,266 

0 

$J_!~266 
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NOTES TO FINAN CIA L STATF, M EN TS 



The Relm rtiu~ Enti 

N atehitoches Parish Fire Protection D istrict No. 7 
N otes to Fina0cial Statem ents 

Decem bcr 31, 1998 
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Fire Protection District No. 7, of N atchitoches Parish, Louisiana, was created in .lime 1982. by 
ordinance of tile Natchitocbes Parish Police Jury. The District is charged w ith providing fire 
protection for the citizens of District No. 7 of Natchitoches Parish, 

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established lhe Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles and reporting 
standards w ith respect to activities and transactions of state and local governm enlal accounlmg and 
financial reporting standards. The codification and subsequent GASB pronouncements are 
recognized as generally accepted accounting principles for state and local governm ent. 

2. Sum m ary of Sienificanl Accountin~ Policies 

rl'be accounting and reporting policies of Natchitocbes Parish Fire Protection District No. 7 conform 
to generally accepted accounthlg principles as applicable to governmental units. Such accouuthlg 
and reporting policies also conform to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statues 24:517. 

As tile governing authority of tile Parish, for reporting purposes, the N atchitoches Parish Police Jury 
is the financial reporting entity for Natchitocbes Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) 
tim primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary goverumenl is 
financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for which nature and significance of their 
rclalionship with tile primary governm ent are stmh that exclusion would cause the reporting enlity's 

financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 

Governm elltal Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
which component units should be considered part of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury for financial 
reporting purposes. Tbe basic criterion for inchlding a potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting 
entity is financial accountability. "]['he GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining 
financial accountability. 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. Tim ability of the police jury to impose its will on thai organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 

specific financial burdens on tile police juW. 

2. Organizations for which tile police jtuy does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 



N atchitoches Parish Fire Protection D istrict N o. 7 
N otes to Financial Statem ents 

D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Page 7 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents would be m isleading if data 
of the organizalion is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury created by ordinance Fire District No. 7, the district was determined to be a 
component unit of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury, tile financial reporting entity. The 
accom panying financial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds maiataincd by the l)istrict 

and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governmental unit, or the other governmental units thai comprise the financial reporting entity. 

The following is a sunamary of ccrlain significant accounting principles and practices 

Fund Accounting 

The accounts of N atchitoches Parish Fire Protection District N o. 7 are organized on the basis of a 
fund and account groups, each of wbich is considered a separate accotmtiug entity. The 
operations of the fired or account groups are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing 
accounls that com prise its assets, liabilities, revenues and expenditures. Resources are allocated 
to the ftmd or account group based upon the purposes for which tbey are to be spent and the 
Ineaas by which spending activities are controlled. The fund presented in this report is described 
as follows: 

Governlnelltal Fllnd 

G eneral Fund. The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Districl 
aecounl for all financial resources of the District. 

Fixed Assets and Long-Term Liabilities- 

The accounting and reporting treatment applied to tile fixed assets and Ioug-lerm liabilities 
associated w ith a fund are determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. Tile governm ental fired is 
accotmtcd for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus and only current assets 
and currcnl liabilities are generally included on its balance sheet. 

qxed assets used in tile governmental fund operation (general fixed assets) are accounted for 
n the G eneral Fixed Assets A ccount G roup, rather than in the General Ftm d. 

These assets are recorded as expenditures 
depreciation has been provided on genera 

n the General Fund when purchased. No 
fixed assets. 

A ll fixed assets are valued at historical cost 



N atchitoches Parish Fire Protection D istrict N o. 7 
N otes to Financial Statem ents 

l)eeenlber 3 l, 1998 
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Long-term oM igations expected to be financed from govern mental funds are accounted for ill 
tile General l,ong-Term Debt Account Group, not in the governnlental fund. 

The two accomlt groups are not "funds". They are concerned only with the measurcmcnt of 
financial position, not w ith measurem ent of results of operations. 

Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in tile accounts and 
reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the lim ing of the measurement 
madc, regardless of the measurenlent focus applied. 

The General Fund is accounted for using tile modified accrual basis of accounting. Its revenues 
are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Expenditures 
are generally recognized w hen the related fund liability is incurred. Purchase of various 
operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased. 

The Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 7 does not employ tile use of "Encmnbrance 
accounting". 

Total Colum ns on Com bined Statenlents-O verview 

Total cohlnlllS on tile conlbined stalenlents - overview are captioned "M enloralldUlll Only" to 
indicate lha! they arc presented only 1o facilitate financial analysis. 

Budgcia~T Practices 

Prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, the Treasurer subm its a proposed budget to the Board 
of Conunissiouers. The budget is adopted, and held open for public inspection. A ll budgctary 
approprialions lapse at the end of the year. "File budget presented in these financial slaleulculs 
was adopted on a basis consistent w ith generally accepted accouniiug principles. 

i1vestlllClltS 

The District does not have any investments other than cash invested in interest bearing checking 
aecouuls. 

3, Pension Plan: 

Thc District is not a mem ber of any retirement plan 



4. G eneral Fixed Assets 

N alchilochcs Parish Fire Proleetion Dislrict N o. 7 
Notes to Financial Statements 

Decem ber 31, 1998 

A stnmnary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Building 
Fire Equipn~cnt 

5. Litigation 

Balance 
1-1-98 Additions Deletions 

$ 39,825 
162,22l 

$2_Q2.Q~  

$ 0 
730~Q8282 

$2L.0_82 

$0 
0 

$o 

Balance 
12-31-98 

$ 39,825 
2_ 2 303 

$2Z5.,128 
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Tile District is not a party in any litigation seeking damages for the year" ended December 3 I, 1998 

6. Related Party Transaclions 

The District had no related party transactions for the year ended Decem ber 3 I, 1998 

7. Com l)ensation Paid to Board M em bers 

The members of the Board of Com m issioners of the District receive no com pensation for" their 
services. 

8. Ad V alorem  Taxes 

Thc District levies taxes on real and business personal property located w ithin the boundaries of 
Natchitoches Parish Fire District No. 7. Property taxes are levied by the District on property values 
assessed by lhe NatcM toches Parish Tax Assessor and approved by the State of Louisiana Tax 
Colnm ission. 

The Natchilochcs Parish Sheriffs offi ce bills and collects properly taxes for tile Dislrict. Colleclions 
arc rcm ifted to the District m onthly. Tbe District recognizes property tax revenues when levied. 

Property Tax Calendar 
Assessment dale 
Levy date 
Tax bills m ailed 
Total laxes are due 
Penallies and interest added 
Lieu dale 
Tax Sale 

January 1, 1998 
June 30, 1998 
October 15, 1998 
Decem ber 31,1998 
January 31, 1999 
January 31, 1999 
M ay 15, 1999 



Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 7 
Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31. 1998 
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rl'hc District is perm itted to levy taxes up to 10% of the assessed property valuation tbr each specificd 
ptirpose, or, in tbe aggregate for all purposes 25%  of tbe assessed vahlatiou for tile paym ent of 
principal and interest oil long-term debt after the approval by the voters of the District. Property 
taxes arc recorded as receivables and revenues in the year assessed. 

Assessed values are established by the Natchitoches Parish Tax Assessor each year on a uuiforn 
basis at the following ratios to fair market value: 

0%  land 
0%  residential im provem ents 
5% industrial improvements 

15%  machinery 
15%  comm ercial im provements 
25% public service i)roperlies, 
excluding land 

A revaluation of all property is required to be completed no less than every four years. The lasl 
revahmtion was completed for the roll of January 1,1996. Total assesscd value wets $7,604,730 in 
1998. l,ouisiana state law exempts the first $7,500 of assessed valuc of a taxpayer's primary 
rcsidcncc from parish property taxes. This homestead exemption was a total of 92,504,210 of thc 
assessed value in 1998. For the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, taxes of 9.39 m ils w crc levicd on Ihc 
property and ',',,ere dedicated Io fire protection. Taxes colleeled totaled $60,516, after adjustlnenls 
from the prior year. 

9. Cash and Investm ents 

For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivalents include cash
, dem and deposits, tim e deposits, and 

certificates of deposits. At December 31, 1998, tile District had cash equivalents totaling 9149,599. 
Undcr l,ouisiana l.aw, these deposits inust be secured by Federal deposit insurance, or by the plcdgc 
of securitics owned by the bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance nlust at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit w ith tile bank. The deposits at Decem ber 3 I, 
1998. v,,erc as follow s: 

Cash - Checking 
Certificates of Deposit 

Cash In Banks 

10. D isclosures about Y ear 2000 Issues 

Bank 
Balance 

$125,279 
~ 29 

FD IC 
hlsurance 

$100,000 
24 329 

Additioaa 
Securities 
Pledgcd 

9130,000 
0 

Balance 
Uninsured 

90 
0 

$J@ ~608 9J24.,329 9J3_Q,0@  9~ 

The books ofNatchitoches l'arish Fire Protection District N o. 7 are kept m anually. Because of this 
maim er of bookkeeping, the District does not expect to encounter any problem s relaled to the Year 
2000 lssucs. 



 

1NDEPFN DENT ACCOUNTANTS' REPORT 
ON A PPLYIN G AG REED-U PON PROCEDURES 

To tile Board of Comm issioners of the 
Natchitoches Parish FirE District No. 7 

Page 

(-JfS.2 3'~-..~Jd'.5~ 

,
~-Y.2 ~ta')J,5.~-44~7 

W c have pcrformcd the procedures included in the Louisiana GovermnentalAudit Guide and enumerated 
below, which wcrc agrEEd IO by the nmnagement of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Prolection District and 
the Legislative Auditor, Stale of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluation inanagelnent's 
assertions about the Natchiloches l'arish Fire District No. 7's com pliance with certain laws and 
regulations during the year endcd I)cccm ber 31, 1998 includcd in thc accom panying Louisiana 
,4t/estation Queslionmlh'e. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was performed in accordance with 
standards established by the Am erican Institute of Ccrtified Public Accountants. The sufficiency ofthcsc 
proccdurcs is solely ihc responsibility of the specified users of the report. Conscquently, we makc no 
representation regarding file sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the puqm se for 
which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

PUBLIC BID LAW  

SEIccl all expendihlres made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $5,000, or public 
works eXcEEding $50.000, and delerm ine whether such purchases were made in accordance with 
I.SA-RS 38:2211-2251 (Ihc public bid law). 

All applicable Expenditures were found to be in conlpliance 

CO DE O F ETttlCS FO Il PUIILIC O FFICIALS AND PUBLIC EM PLO YEES 

O btain from inanagenlenl a list of the ium iediale fam ily m em bers of each board lllelllbcl" as defined 

by I.SA-P,S 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business intercsl of all board 
mem bers and em ployees, as well as their im mediate fam ilies. 

M auagcumnt provided us with the required list including the noted information 

3. Obtain fi'om mauagemellt a listing of all Em ployees paid during the period under exalninatioll 

W e exam ined supporling doEumentaiion tot each of the six selected disbursem ents and found 
that payment was for the proper amount and made to the correct payee. 



APPENDIX F, LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

(Auditors) 

These representations are based on the Inform ation available to Us as of 

Public Bid l~aw 
It is true that we have com plied with the public bid law, LSA-RS Title 38:2212

, and, where applicable, the 
regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchas ing O ffice.. 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 
It Is true that no employees or officials have accepted anything of value

, whether in the form of a sen/ice, 
loan, ~xt pm m k~ , from  anyone tllat would constitute a vJolatiDn of LSA.R 8 42:1101-1124. 

Yes [~ 'N o [ ] 
It Is tru e that no m em ber of the immediate family of any m em ber of the goveming authority

, or the chief 
executive of the governm ental entity, has been em ployed by the govern m ental entity after Apnl 1

, 1980, 
under drcumsm nces that would co nstitute e violation of LSA-R$ 42: 1119

. /  

Yes (t,~No [ ] B
udgeting 

W e have complied  with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (LSA-R~ 
3g:1301-14) orthe budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:43. 

/  

YesI~,~No[ ] 



l)eternfine whedm r any of tbose em ployees included 

agreed-upon procedures (3) were also included oll the 
upon procedures (2) as immediate family members. 

Not applicable 

BU DG ETIN G 
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n the listing obtained from m anagem ent in 
isting obtained from m anagem ent in agreed- 

5. Oblalned a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendm ents 

M anagement provided us with a copy of the original budgel. There were no amendments to Ihe 
budget during lbe year. 

6. Trace tile budget adoption and amendments to the m bm te book. 

W e traced the adoption of the original budget to the m inutes of tim District. It was adopted by a 
unauinlotls decision. 

7. Com pare tbe revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revelm es and expenditures to 
determine if actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted amounts by more tbau 5% . 

W e com pared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures 
Actu al revenues and expenditures for the year did not exceed budgeled amounts by more tita n 5% . 

A CCO UNTING A ND REI:'O R TING 

8. Randomly select 6 disbursements made during the period under exam ination and 

(a) Irace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee 

W e exam ined supporting doctnnentation for each of the six selected disbursem ents and found 
that payment was for the proper amount and made 1o lhe correct payee, 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to tbe correct fund and general ledger accoun! 

"

ach disbursement appeared to be coded correctly 

(c) delermine whether payments received approval from proper autborities 

lnspectioll of suppoiling docunm ntation showed written approval. In addition, non-recurring 
entries were discussed and approved in the m inutes. 

M EETING S 

9. Exam ine evidence indicating that agendas for meet 
advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42 

igs recorded in the m inute book were posted or 

2 (tim open nlcetings law) 
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The D istrict is only required to post a notice of each meeting and the accom panying agenda on the 
door of the district's office building. M anagem ent has asserted that such docum ents were properly 
posted. 

D EBT 

0. Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination and determ ine whether any such deposits 
appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds or any other indebtedness which have slot been 
approved by tile Slate Bond Com m ission. 

W e inspected copies of all bank deposits for the period under exam ination and noted no deposits 
which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds or other indebtedness which had not been 
approved by the State Bond Comm ission. 

A DVAN CES A ND BO N USES 

Exam ine payroll records and minutes for the year to determ ine whether any payments have been 
made to em ployees which may constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

Not applicable 

We were not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the 
expression of an opinion Oil inanagem ent's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such all opinion. 
Had we performed additional procedures, other m atters m ight have com e to our attention that would have 
been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of management of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection 
District No. 7 and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have 
not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of tile procedures for their 
purposes. However, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

~:~lilson, Thol~as & Cunningham, CPA's ~0" 

June 14, 1999 
N atchiloches, Lotfisiana 



Accounting and Reporting 
All non-exem pt govern m ental records are available as a public re co rd and have been re tained for at 
least thre e years, as  required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

/  

Yes [V~No ( ] 
W e have filed  our annual financial statem ents in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463, and/or 39:92, 

Yes [ V~/N
o [ ] 

W e have had our financial statements audited or compiled in accordance with LSA-RS 24:513. 
Yes (VJ/No ( J 

Meetings 
W e have com plied  with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided  in RS 42:1 through 42:12. 

/  

Yes IV/NO ( ] 
Debt 
It is tre e we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 99 days or le.~s to m ake purchases 
In the ordlnaey course of adm inistration, nor have we entered  Into any lees e-pumhase ng m em ents, 
without the appro val of the Slate Bond Com mission, as  provided by ArUcJe VII, Section 8 of the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, Article VI , Section 33 of th e 1974 louisiana Constitution, and I~ A.RS 
47:1410.60. 

Yes [~ /No [ ] 

W e have disclosed to you all known nonco m pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as we ll as  any 
co ntradictions to the foregoing re presentations . W e have m ade available to you do~~um entstJon m laUng 
tO th e foregoing laws and  regulations. 

W e have provided  you wi th any com m unications from regulatory agendas or other sources concern ing 
any possible noncom pliance  with the foregoing  lairs and regulations, inc4uding any communications 
re ce ived between the end of the pedod under exam ination and  the issuance of this report. W e 
acknowled ge our responsibility to disclose  to you any known  noncom pliance  which may occur 
subsequent to the issuance of your re po rt. 

Note..Quas/-pubUc entities should delete refere nce  to the above statutes, unless recluin.=d to follow such 
tsws by co ntract with their public funding agenctes. The quasi-public entities should IncJude a 
re presentation that they have co m plied  with the contractual provisions under which they have re ce ived  
state and/or local funds. 

Re,,ueel 1~9~M 
1=-2 


