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EO. BOX 1123 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
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Office~Fax: (504) 647-3777 

IND EPENDENT AUD ITOR 'S REPORT 

To the B oard of D irectors 
23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender B oard 
(Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, and St. James) 

MEMBER 
AM EFIICAN INSTITUTE OF CPA's 
SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CPA's 

I have audited the accompanying genera/purpose financial statem ents of the 23fa Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board as of and for the years ended D ecember 31, 1997 and 1998, as listed in the 
table of contents. These general purp ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the 23rd 
Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Boar d. M y responsibility is to express an  opinion on these 
general purpose financial statem ents based on my audit. 

1 conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standar ds and the standar ds 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm entalAuditing Slandards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standar ds require that I plan and perform the audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of 
m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts 
and disclosures in the general purp ose financial statem ents. An  audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the 
overall general purp ose financial statem ent presentation. ] believe that my audit provides a 
reasonable basis for m y opini on. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board as of 
D ecem ber 31, 1997 and 1998, an d the results of its operations for the years then ended in conformity 
w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

The year 2000 supplem entary information on page 11 is not a required part of the basic financial 
statem ents but is supplem entary inform ation required by the Governm ental Account ing Stan dar ds 
B oar d. I have applied certain lim ited procedures

, which consisted principally of inquiries of 
m anagem ent regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of the supplem entary 
inform ation. H ow ever, I did not audit the inform ation an d do not express an opinion on it. In 
addition, 1 do not provide assurance that the 23rd Judicial District Indigent D efender Board is or will 
becom e year  2000 compliant, that the 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board's year 2000 
rem ediation efforts will be successful in w hole or in part

, or that parties with which the assessor does 
business ar e or w ill becom e year  2000 com pliant . 

In accordan ce with Government Auditing Standards, ] have also issued a report dated June 21, 1999, 
on m y consideration of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board's internal control over 
financial reporting and m y tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, and 
contracts. 

June 21, 1999 



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 
(Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, and St. James) 

CO M BINED BALA NCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCO UNT G RO UPS 
Years ended December 31,1997 and 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash 
Receivables-court fines 

Total assets 

LIABILITES AND FUND EQUITY  

Liabilities 
Taxes payable 

Total liabilities 

Fund Equity 
Fund balance-unreserved-undesignated 

Total fund equity 

Total liabilities and fund equity 

G overnm ental 
Fund Type 
General 
12/31197 

$ 206,243 
25.785 

232.028 

306 

306 

231,722 

231,722 

$ 232,028 

See accom panying notes and accountant's report 
Statem ent A 

G overnm ental 
Fund Type 

.Genera! 
12/31/98 

$ 193,037 
19.595 

212.632 

54 

54 

212,578 

212 578 

$ 212,632 



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 

(Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, and St.James) 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - G ENERAL FUND 
STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
Years ended Decem ber 31. 1997 and 1998 

Revenues 
Costs on fines and forfeitures 
Other 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 

Current 
G eneral governm ent 
Salaries 
O ther 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

$ 316,957 
_  47,823 

364.780 

332,240 

_  
9,933 

342.173 

22,607 

209,115 

$ 231,722 

See accom panying notes and accountant's report. 
Statem ent B 

$ 329,477 
16,338 

345.813 

353,262 
11 695 

364.957 

(19,144) 

231,722 

$ 212.578 



 

23rd JUDICIAL DISTRICT IND IGEN T DEFENDER BOARD 
(PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUMPTION, AND ST. JAMES) 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

D ECEM BER 31, 1997 AN D 1998 

IN TR O D U CTIO N 

The 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board was created according to the 
Louisiana R evised Statute 15:141. The purpose ofthe B oard is to provide adequate legal 
representation of indigent persons charged w ith com m ission of felonies. The Board shall 
be composed of no less than three and no m ore than seven m embers, who shall be 

nominees provided by each bar association within the judicial district. In the event no 
nominations are submitted by the bar association within a judicial district, a majority of 
the district court judges shall select a board member. The court may fix the terms of the 
board m em bers, not to exceed three year s each. The m em bers of the Boar d shall serve 
w ithout com pensation. The Board employs I person. 

1. SUM M A R Y OF SIGN IFICA N T A CO UN TIN G POLICIES 

A . BA SIS O F PR ESEN TA TIO N 

The accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the 23rd Judicial 
D istrict Indigent D efender Board have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally 

accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
prepar ation of the financial statem ents in conform ity w ith GAAP requires th e use 
of management's estimates. The Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. RE PORTING ENTITY 

The indigent defender boar d is part of the operations of the district court system . 
H ow ever, the district court system is fiscally dependent on the Ascension Par ish 
Council for office space and courtroom s. In addition, the Parish Council's 
general purpose financial statem ents w ould be incomplete or m isleading w ithout 
inclusion of the indigent defender boar d. For these reasons, the indigent defender 
boar d w as determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the As cension Parish Council, 
the financial reporting entity. 

The accompanying financial statem ent s present inform ation only on the funds 
m aintained by the indigent defender boar d an d do not present inform ation on the 
Parish Council, the general governm ent services provided by that governm ent 
unit, or the other governm ental units that comprise the financial reporting ent ity. 



 

23rd JU DICIAL D ISTRICT IND IGEN T DEFENDER BOAR D 
(PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUMPTION, AND ST. JAMES) 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

D ECEM BER 31, 1997 AN D 1998 

C . FUND A CCO UN TIN G  

The board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and 
the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating 
to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fu nd is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. On 
the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the 
funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial 
resources. 

D . BA SIS O F A CCO U NTIN G  

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined 
by its m easurem ent focus. The Genera/Fund is accounted for using a current 
financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent  focus, only 
current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. 
The operating statem ent of the G eneral Fund present s increases and decreases in 
net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the 
General Fund. The General Fund uses the follow ing practices in recording 
revenues and expenditures: 

R evenues 

All governm ental fu nds ar e accounted for using the m odified accru al basis 
of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they becom e 
measurable and available as net current assets. All major revenues (court 
fines) are susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fu nd liability is incurred. 

E. BUD G ETS 

A ccording to law, the 23rd Judicial D istrict lndigent D efender Boar d is not 
obligated to prepare a budget. 



 

23rd JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
(PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUM PTION, AND ST. JAM ES) 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

D ECEM BER 31, 1997 AN D 1998 

F. CA SH  

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits. U nder state law , the B oard m ay 
deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, or tim e 
deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the 
United States, or under the law s of the United States. 

2. CA SH  

At D ecem ber 31, the B oard had cash as follow s 

Demand Deposits (1997) 
Demand Deposits (1998) 

C~rrvjj!g Amount Bank Balance 

$ 206,243 
$ 193,037 

$ 232,443 
$219,917 

These deposits ar e stated at cost. Under state law, these deposits must be secured by 
federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . 
H e m ar ket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at 
all tim es equal the am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held 
in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent  bank in a holding or custodial bank that is 
m utually acceptable to both parties. At D ecember 31, 1997 and 1998, the district 
had $232,443 and $219,917 respectively, in deposits. These deposits were secured 
from risk by $125,914 and $127,000, respectively, of federal deposit insurance and 
$106,529 and $92,917 respectively, of pledged securities held in the name of the 

fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category3) under 
the provisions of GA SB Statem ent N o, 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses 
a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise an d sell the pledged 
securities w ithin I0 days of being notified by the board that the fiscal agent has failed 
to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

3. LITIGA TION S AN D CLA IM S 

There w as no pending or threatened litigation against the 23rd Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board as of D ecem ber 31, 1997 and 1998. 



 

EO. BOX 1123 CER]IFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
1034 E1 WOFITHEY STREET/F RANCOIs PLAZA 

OONZALES, LA  70707-1123 

Office/Fax: (504) 647-3777 

MEM BER 
AM ERICAN INSTITUTE OF CPA's 
SO CIETY O F LO UISIANA CPA's 

REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AN D ON  INTERN AL CON TROL 
O VER FIN AN CIAL REPORT/N G BA SED ON  AN  AUD IT OF 

FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORMED IN  ACCORDANCE W iTH 
GO VERNM EN TA UDITING SIJ,INDAR1)S 

To the B oard of D irectors 
rd 23 Judicial D lsm ct Indigent D efender B oard 

(Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, and St. James) 

Com pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 23rd Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board's general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent, I perform ed tests of its compliance w ith certain provisions of law s

, 

regulations, and contracts, noncompliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial 
effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. H ow ever, providing an  
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit, and 
accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of m y tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards. 

Internal Control over Financial R eporting 
In planning and perform ing m y audit

, I considered the 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent 
D efender B oard's internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine m y 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. M y consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight 
be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weak ness is a condition in w hich the design or 
operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in mnounts that would be m aterial in 
relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be 
detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course & perform ing their 
assigned functions. I noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operation that I consider to be m aterial w eak nesses. 



This report is intended for the inform ation of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender 
B oard and Legislative Auditor. H ow ever, this report is a m atter of public record and its 
distribution is not lim ited. 

June 21, 1999 



23rm JUDICIA L DISTRICT INDIG EN T DEFENDER BOA RD 

SCH EDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

YEA RS ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1997 A ND 1998 

A . SUM M ARY OF AU D IT RESULTS 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board. 

2. There w ere no reportable conditions during the audit of the general purp ose 
financial statem ents. 

3. There were no instances of noncom pliance in relation to this audit. 

B . N O FIND IN GS - FIN AN CIAL STA TEM EN TS AUDIT 



23~DJUD1CIAL D ISTR ICT INDIG ENT DEFEND ER B OA R D 

SUM M ARY SCH EDULE OF PRIOR A UDIT FIN DIN G 

Y EA R S EN D IN D DE C EM BER  31, 1997 A N D 1998 

There were no prior audit findings and no m anagem ent letter com m ents 



23Rn JU DICIA L DISTR ICT INDIGEN T DEFENDER BO AR ]) 

YEA R 2000 1SSUE 

YEARS ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1997 AND 1998 

The year 2000 Issue consists of two shortco m ings that m ake com puter processing 
system s unable to year-date data beyond the year 1999. The first shortcom ing is m any 
computer program s contain abbreviated dates, which elim inate the first two digits of the 
year. Therefore, som e com puter program s m ay recognize January 1, 2000 as Januaryl, 
1900, and process data incorrectly or stop processing altogether. The second 
shortcom ing is som e com puters w ill be unable to detect the year  2000 is a leap year and 
m ay not register the additional day and data calculations m ay be incorrect. 

The 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Boar d uses computers for bookkeeping. 
The 23rd Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board has been assured that the computers 
in use have been tested an d are in compliance w ith the year  2000 issue. 


