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W e have audilcd lbe accom panying gclieral purpose financial statcm em s of die St. M ar/in Parish Clerk 
of Court, as of and for the year ended Junc 30, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose 
financial staten]cats are tile responsibility of the St. M arlin Parish Clerk of Courl. O ur responsibility is to express 
an opinion on these general purposc finmlcial statements based oil our audit. 

W e conductcd our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and (iovernm cnt 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United Statcs. Those standards require lhal we 
plan and perform tim audit to obtain reasonable assurance about wlmtlmr tile general puq)ose financial statements 
are flee of m aterial m isstatem cnt. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tile am our, is 
and disclosures in lbe general purl)ose financial stalelllelltS. A ll atldit also includes assessing Ibe accounling 
principles used and significant cslimalcs m ade by the St. M arlin Parish Clerk of Court, as well as cvahmling tim 
overall general purpose thlancial statemcnt presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis 
for our opinion. 

In our opinion, tile general purpose financial statcmenls referred 1o above prescnt faM y, ill all m alcdal 
respects, tile financial Irosition of the St. M artin Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1999, and the results of (Is 
operalions for the year Ihcn ended, in eonforlnity w ith gencrally accepted accounting principlcs. 

In accordance with Goverlllllent AuditinR Standards, we have also issued a rcporl dated Scptcm ber 28, 

1999 on our consideralion of the St. M artin Parish Clerk of Courfs internal control over financial reporting and 
our tests of its com pliance w ith certain laws, rcgulations, contracts and grants. 

Our audit was performed for tile purpose of form ing an opinion ol~ tim general purposc financial 
stalem ents taken as a whole. 'l'he year 2000 supplementary inform ation on page 14 is not a requircd part cd'thc 
basic financial statem ents but is supplem en/aD' inform ation requircd by the Governm ental Accounling Standards 
Board. W e bavc applied certain lim itcd proecdures, which consisted principally of inquiries of m anagcmcnl, 
iegardillg tile nletbods of illeasurclllelll and presclltation of the supplem entary illforlnalioll. ] ]owevel, we (lid tier 
audi! the inform ation and do not express an opinion ell it. Ill addition, w e do not provide assulance Ihat St. 
M artin Parish Clerk of Corn1 is or w ill become year 2(100 com pliant, that the Clerk's year 2000 rein ed(at(on 
effods will be successful in whole oi in part, or thai parties with v,,hicl) the ('lerk does business are or will 
becom e year 2000 com pbaat. 
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The other supplcmcntary illfoHnation (pp. 15-27) is presented for purposes of additional analysis. Such 
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial 
stalemcnts and, in our opinion, is fairly staled, in all lnaterial respects, iu relation to lhe general purpose financial 
statem cnts taken as a w hole. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 
Seplem ber 28, 1999 

K older, Champagne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 

Certified Public Accountants 



G ENEI~ L PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
(COM BINED STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



ST. M ARTIN PARISII CLI';RK OF COURT 
St M artinville, Louisiana 

Combined Ilalance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups 
June 30. 1999 

ASSI'TS AND OTIIER I)F.II]TS 

Cash 
Interest-bearing deposits 
Receiv~Lbles: 
Accounts receivable 
Accrued interest 
Due frOlll others 
Due from other governments 

Equipment 

Total assets and other debits 

.IABII.1TIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Fund equity: 
hlveshnenl in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - 
Unreserved  and undesignated 

Total fund equity 

"1 oral liabilities and fund equity 

Govern mental 
Fund Type 
General 

$ 126,032 
182,119 

Account Group 
Fiduciary 
Fund Type 
Agency 

$ 100,113 
1,269,054 

25,074 
2,785 11,760 
3,225 
12,394 

General 
Fixed 
Assets 

Totals 
Melnorandum On 
999 1998 

$ 226,145 
1.451.173 

25,074 
14,545 
3,225 
12,394 

126,213 126,213 

$ 152,357 
2,053,428 

31,124 
6,201 

17,322 
106,325 

050,066 
330.861 

16,284 1,380,927 

335,345 

335,345 

$ 1.380.927 

The accoml)anying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

$ 16,284 
1,050,066 
330,861 

1,397,211 

26,213 126,213 

335,345 

461.558 

$ 8,405 
1,766,772 
263,895 

2,039,072 

106,325 

221,360 

327.685 



ST. M ARTIN PARISI 1 CLE1LK O12 COURT 
St. M artinville. Louisiana 

Statcnlcnt of Revenues, l';xpendilurcs, and Changes in Fund 13alancc 

l]udget (GAAP Basis) and Actual - 
Governmental Fund Type - General l"und 

Year Ended June 30, 1999 
W ith Comparalive Aclual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Revcnnes: 
hltergovelllmcntal revenues 

1.ice nses and permiL~ 
Fees, charges, and connnissions 
for services - 
Cotlrt costs, fees, and 

chaIges 
Fees for recording legal 

doculnelds 
Fees for certified copies 

Use of money and property - 
inlerest earn ings 

Total revenues 

,;xpenditures: 
Cuncnt - 
Personal selwiees and related 

benefits 
Operaling services 

M aterials and supplies 
Capital outlay 

Total expe nditures 

l';xecss of 
revenues ovei 

expenditures 

l"und balance, beginning of year 

l"mxd halm~cc, end of year 

The accompanying notes ale an integral part of this statement 

Budget 

$ 
5.800 

1,005,470 

26,500 

ValJance - 
Favorable 

Lhffavorable) 
1998 

Actua 

12,394 $ 12,394 $ 
6,075 275 6,195 

78.87 

920,078 

65.124 

13.440 15.649 

1.181.995 

755,120 
273,651 
56.084 

98.191 

752,885 

261,284 
49,533 
20.504 

1,084,855 1,084,206 

97,140 

221.360 

48,086 

(85,392) 
38.624 

2,209 

16,196 

2,235 

12,367 
6,551 

(20,504) 
649 

88.989 

791,865 

64.480 

8,285 

1,059,814 

7(19,043 
241,108 
35,828 

__  
7,366 

993,345
. 

13.985 16.845 66.469 

221,360 54.89 

$ 318,500 $ 335,345 $ 16,845 $ 221,3(~0
. 
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ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Slalem enls 

Sum m ary of Siunificant Accountin~ Policies 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the l,ouisiana Conslitulion of 1974, a Clerk of Court 
serves as the cx-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other duties and powers provided by law . A Clerk of Courl is elected for a term of four years. 

The accounting and reporting policies of tile St. M arti 
conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applica 
reporting procedures also conform to the industry audit guide, 
Units. 

u Parish Clerk of Court (Clerk of Court) 
bte to govcm meuts. Such accounlillg and 
Audits of Slate and Local Goveram culal 

The following is a sum mary of certain significant accounting policies 

A . Financial Renortin~ Entity 

These general purpose financial statements only include funds, accounts groups, 
activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the Clerk of Court as an independently elected 
parish official. 

A s an independently elected offi cial, tile Clerk of Court is responsible for tile 
operations of his offi ce, which include flae hiring or retention of em ployees, authority over 
budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursem ent of funds. Other 
than certain operating expenditures of the Clerk's office that are paid or provided by tile 
Parish Govermnent as required by Louisiana law, the Clerk of Court is financially 
independent. In addition, at the expiration of the Clerk of Courl's term of office, the Clerk 
is required to remit to the Parish Government any balance in tile Clerk's General (Salary) 
Fund thai exceeds one-half of the revenues of the last year of the term in office. 

13. Fund A ccounting 

The accounts of the Clerk of Court are organized on tile basis of funds and account 
groups, each of w hich is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each 
fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that com prise its 
assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. 

Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon tile purpose for 
which they are lo be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The 
fimds presented in the financial statements are described as follows: 



$1". M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (contiuued ) 

Governmental Fund - 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana l~,cvised Statute 13:781, is the 
principal fund of the Clerk of Court and is used to acco unt for the operations of the Clerk 
of Court's office. The various fees and charges due to the Clerk of Court's office arc 
aeco uuled for in Ibis fired. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Fiduciary Funds - 

Agency Fuuds 

Tile Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Funds are used to account for assets 
held as an agent for iudividuals, etc. Ageucy fimds arc custodial in nature (assets equal 
liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

C. Basis of Acconutin~ 

Basis cff accounting refers to when revenues aud expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts aud reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to tile tim ing 
of the m easurem euls m ade, regardless of the m easurem eul focus applied. 

The Clerk of Court's records are m aintained on a cash basis of accounting. 
However, the funds as reported in the accom panying financial statements have been 
converted to a m odified accrual basis of accounfing utilizing tile following practices: 

Revenues 

Recordings, cancellations, mortgage certificates, certified copies, police jury fees, 
UCC fees, qualifying fees, court attendance, suits and successions, interest earned  on 
interest-bearing deposits, and crim inal costs are recorded in the year in which they are 
earned. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 

Expeuditures 

Expenditures are geuerally recognized under tile modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

I). Budgetary Aecouufin~ 

A budget for the General Fund is prepared on a basis consistent with generally 
accepted accouJiting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally prepared or 
as am ended by tile Clerk of Court. A ll budgetary  appropriations lapse at the end of each 
fiscal year. 



Fixed Assets 

ST. M ARTIN PA RISH CLERK OI 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (continued) 

Fixed assets used in govermnental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the General Fund. 
No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at 
historical cost or estimated historical cost if historical cost is not available. Estimated 
am ounts are im m aterial in relation to total fixed assets. 

This is an account group not a fund. It is concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of 
financial position, not with m easurement of results of operations. 

F. Interest-Bearing'. Deoosits 

Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, w hich approxim ates m arket 

G . Bad Debts 

Uncollectible am ounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by direct 
write-off at the time information becomes available which would indicate the 
uneollectibility of the particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off m ethod is 
not in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), no allowance 
for uncollectible accounts receivable was m ade due to im m ateriality at June 30, 1999. 

H . Vacation and Sick Leave 

Employees oflhe Clerk of Court's office earn 10 to 20 days of vacation, depending 
on length of service, and 10 days of sick leave each year. Vacation leave m ust be used iu 
the year earned; unused vaealion leave m ay be converted to sick leave at year end. Sick 
leave m ay be accum ulated but is not paid upon term ination. At June 30, 1999, the Clerk 
of Court has no accum ulated leave benefits required to be reported in accordance w ith 
GASB Statement No. 16, "Accounting for Com pensated Absences." 

Encum brances 

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other 
com m itments for the expenditure of m onies are recorded in order to reserve that portion 
of the applicable appropriation, is not em ployed by the Clerk of Court as an extension of 
form al budgetary integration in the funds. 

J. Total Colunm s on Combined Balanee Sheets - Overv iew 

Total colum ns on the Com bined Balance Sheets - Overview are captioned 
M em orandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. 
Data in lhese colum ns do not present financial position in conforuaity w ith generally 
accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. 
lnterfund elim inations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 



(2) 

ST. M ARTIN PARISII CLERK O F CO UR'I 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (co ntinued) 

K . Prior Year Reelassificatio 

Certain previously reported am ounts have been reclassified to enhance 
com parability with 1999 report classifications. 

Cash and Inleresl-BearinK Depos 

Under state law, the Clerk of Court m ay deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent bank located in tile 
parish or congressional district that is organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, tile laws of any 
other state in the Union, or tbe laws of the United States. The Clerk of Court m ay also invest in United 
States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana 
law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana, At June 30, 1999, tbe Clerk of Court has 
cash and interest-bearing (book balances) totaling $1,677,318 as follows: 

l)cm and deposits 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

$ 374,548 
I

.L3302,770 

$1,677,318 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximate market. Under state law, these deposits (or 
the resnlfing bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance m ust at all times equal tile amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These secnrities are 
held in the name of the pledging bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both 
parties. Deposit balances (bank balauces) at June 30, 1999 are secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
Pledged securities (category 3) 

Total 

$1,725,721 

$ 500,000 
~ 225 721 

$1,725,721 

Pledged securities in Category 3 includes uninsured or unregistered itwestments for which tile 
securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust departm ent or agent, but not in tile Clerk of 
Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) Louisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the 
pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court that the fiscal agent has failed 
to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
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ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK O 17 COUl,t'l 
St. M artinvillc, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Slatements (continued) 

Chan~cs in General Fixed Assets 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Balance, June 30, 1998 
Additions 
Deletions 

Balance, June 30, 1999 

(4) Pension Plan 

Furnitnre, 
Fixtnrcs 

and Equipnleut 

$106,325 
24,931 
(5,043) 

$126,213 

Plan Description. The St. M artin Clerk of Court contributes to the Clerk of Court Retirem ent and 
Relief Fund (Retirement System), a cost-sharing multiple employer defined benefit pension plan 
adm inistered by the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, a public corporation created in 
accordance w ith the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 11:1501 - 1540 to provide relirem cnl, 
disability and survivor benefits to m em bers throughout the State of Louisiana. The Clerk of Court 
Retirem ent and Relief Fund issues a publicly available financial report thai includes financial statements 
and required supplem entary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the Clerk of Court 
P, etirem cnt and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Ave., Suite B-l, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816. 

Funding Policy. Plan m embers are required to contribute 8.25% of their annual covered salary 
and the St M artin Clerk of Court is required lo contribute at an acluarially determ ined rate. The current 
rate is 10% of annual covered payroll. The contribution requirements of plan members and the St. M artin 
Clerk of Court are established and m ay be am ended by the Clerk of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund. 
The St. M artin Clerk of Court's contributions to the Retirement System for the years ended June 30, 1999, 
1998 and 1997 were $57,283, $52,615 and $52,316 respectively. 

0 
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ST. M ARTIN PAR1SIt CLERK OF COURT 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (continued) 

Chanp_es ill A ~encv Fund Balances 

A summ ary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits for tile year ended June 30, 1999 

Balance, June 30, 1998 

Additions 
Deletions 

Balance, June 30, 1999 

Advance 
Deposit 

$ 263,895 

1,004,763 
(937,797) 

Registry 
of Court 

$1,766,772 $ 2,030,667 

205,356 

(922,062) 
1,210,119 

_(L859,859) 

$ 330,861 $1,050,066 $1,380,927 

(6) Operating Leases 

The clerk had the follow ing outstanding lease agreem enls at June 30, 1999 

D escription Term 

Conlpuler equipnlenl 
Vehicle 
Xerox m achine 
Xerox m achine 
Xerox m achine 

4 Y ears 
2 Years 
3 Years 
3.5 Years 
3.5 Years 

Expirafion 
D ate 

11/01 
10/00 
4/00 
3/00 
2/00 

rl'he m inim um future paym ents for these arrangem ents are as follows 

2000 
2001 

(7) 1,itigafiou and Claims 

999 

M onthly 
Lease A m ount 

$3,377 
565 
99 
359 
585 

$ 56,363 
16.135 

$72,498 
~ ~ ~ ~ -  

There is no litigation pending against the St. M artin Parish Clerk of Court's office at June 30 
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ST. M ARTIN PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
St. M arlinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (continued) 

F.x~enditures of the Clerk of Court Paid by the Parish Governmen 

The Clerk's offi ce is located in the St. M artin Parish Courthouse. The upkeep and maintenance 
of the courthouse is paid by the SI. M artin Parish Governm ent. These expenditures are not reflected in 
the accom panying financial statem ents. 

(9) Risk M auaf.ement 

The Clerk is exposed to risks of loss in the areas of general and auto liability and workers' 
com pensation. Those risks are handled by purchasing com mercial insurance. There have been no 
siguificanl reductions in insurance coverage during the current fiscal year. 
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ST. M A RTIN PA RISI 1 CLERK O F CO UR'I 
St. M arthw ille, Louisiana 

Year 2000 Issue 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

lmoact of Year 2000 on Com outer Prolzram s (Unandited 

The Year 2000 issue is the result of com puter program s being written using two digits rather than four 
to define the applicable year. Any of the Clerk's computer program s that have time sensitive software m ay 
recognize a date using "00" as the year 1900 rather lhan the year 2000. This could result in a system failure or 
m iscalculations causing disruptions of operations, including am ong other things, a temporary inability to process 
transactions or engage in sim ilar normal business activities. 

The Clerk has com pleted an inventory of com puter system s and other electronic equipm ent that m ay 
be affected by the year 2000 issue and that are necessary to conducting Clerk operations and have identified 
such system s as being financial reporting and payroll. 

~ The financial reporting and payroll system s have been assessed, rem ediated, and lested and 
validaled. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related 
rem edia0on efforts will not be fully determ inable un01 the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent camm t 
assure that the Clerk is or will be Year 2000 ready, that the Clerk's rem ediation efforts w ill be successful in 
whole or in part, or that parties w ith whom the Clerk does business w ill be year 2000 ready. The Clerk is 
utilizing external resources to identify and test the system s for Year 2000 compliance. 



SCIIEDU LES O F INDIVIDUAL FUNDS 
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To account for resources 
accounted for in another fund 

GF, N ERAL FUND 

traditionally associated with govern ments which are nol required 1o be 

6 



ASSETS 

Cash 

Interest-bearing deposits 
Receivables: 

Accounts receivable 
Accf~ued interest 

Due from others 

Due from other governm ents 

Total assets 

ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Comparative Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1999 and 1998 

LIABILITIES AN D FUN D BALAN CE 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 

Fund balance: 
Unreserved and undesignated 

Total liabilities and fund balance  

1999 1998 

$ 126,032 
182,119 

25,074 

2,785 

3,225 

12.394 

$ 118,625 
61,656 

31,124 

1,038 

17.322 

$ 351,629 $ 229,765 

$ 16,284 $ 8,405 

335.345 221.360 

$ 351,629 $ 229,765 



S'l'. M ARJqN I'At,LISIt CLERK OF COURT 
St M artinville, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Stalement of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

W ith Compal alive Actual Amounts for Year F, nded June 30,199g 

Revenues: 
lntergovellllnen~,~d [evenues - 
Federal grant 

,icenses and pclm its - 
M arriage licenses 

Court costs, fees, and charges - 

Court attendance 
Criminal costs 

Qualifying fees 
l'olice jury fees 
IJCC fees 
Oilier 

Total court costs, fees and charges 

Fees for recording legal docull|ents 
P.ecordings 
Suik~ and successions 

Cancellations 
M ortgage eertificales 

Total fees for recording 
legal documents 

Fees for certified copies - 
Certified copies 

t lse of money and property 

Interest eam ed 

Total Ievenues 

Budget 

Variance - 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ $ 12,394 $ 12,394 $ 

5.800 6.075 

68,010 
14,490 
16,880 
19,430 
11.975 

130.785 

408,570 

579,600 
7,950 
9,350 

1,152 

65,216 
13,284 

40,406 
46,838 
11.975 

78.87 

285,521 

592,802 
19,669 
22.086 

920.078 

1,152 

(2,794) 
(1,206) 
23,526 

27A08 

48.086 

(123,049) 
13,202 

11,719 
12.736 

(85,392) 

1998 
Actual 

6.195 

3,160 

82,361 
5,263 

39,629 
46,903 
11.673 

88.989 

276,311 

482,739 
12,814 

20.001 

65.124 38,624 64,48(I 

5.649 

$ 1.181.995 $ 1.198.19 

18 

2,209 8,285 

$ 16,196 $ 1,059,814 



ST. M ARTIN l~AR1SII CI.ERK OF CO[IRT 
St. M artmville, Louisiana 

(}ellel al ]:und 

Statement of Expcnditures Compared to Budget (GAAI' Basis) 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

W ith Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1998 

CUBeI~t; 
Ilei SOllal services and related 

tmncfils - 
Salaries: 
Clejk 
Deputy clerks 

Other 
A llowance 

Clerk supplemenlal 
(]loup insurance 
Pensiol| 

Tolal personal 
services ~lnd 
related benefits 

Opel ating services: 
lh ofessional fees 

lnstlrance 
Election expense allowance 

Postage 

M alriage License 
TelephoJm 
/Jcc Fees 

Travel 
Filing fees 
Repairs 81/d illailltellanfe 
Refunds - Fees 

Police jury fees 
Total opelating 
services 

M aterials and supplies: 
Olfice supplies and expense 
Auto maintenance 
Dues and subscriptions 

Total m aterials and 

supplies 

Capilal outlay - office 

999 

Budget 

$ 53,500 
522,220 

6,520 

11,850 

103,810 
57,220 

Actua 

$ 53,500 
512,193 
9,520 

6,520 
11,850 

102,019 
57,283 

S/ariallCe - 

Favorable 

$ - 
10,027 

(9,520) 

1,791 

_ .~ -- (6.2) 

1998 
A clua 

$ 53,500 
456,402 
11,791 

6~82 
11,325 
116,928 
52,615 

755,120 _ _ _ __ _
75.2,885 2,235 709,043 

108,845 
10,078 
2,100 
14,373 
1,451 
11,508 

10,253 
7,gll 

11,939 
24,774 
2,856 
35,120 

273,651 261,284 12,367 241,108 

43~78 
9,600 
3.406 

56.084 

36~58 
9,572 

3.503 

49.533 

6,620 

28 

28,725 

4,674 
2,429 

6,551 35,828 

20,504 ~  7,366 

$ 1,084,855 $ 1,084,206 $ 649 $ 993,345 
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FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

Advance l)eposil Fund - This Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used 
to account for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants which are accounted for ell the 
computer syslem . The advances are refundable to tile litigants after all costs have been 
paid. 

Registry of Court Fund - The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used 
to account for funds which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has 
been rendered in court litigation. W ithdrawals of the fimds can be made only upon order 
of the court. 
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ASSFTS 

Cash 
Interest-bearing deposits 
Aeel~.~ed interest receivable 

Total assets 

,IA131L1TIF, S 

Due 1o litigants 
Unsettled l)eposits 

Total liabilities 

ST. IMARTIN PAR1 S} 1 CLEI(K O1" COIJRT 
St M arlinville, Louisiana 

Agelley Ftlnds 

Combining Balance Sheet 
June 30, 1999 

W ith Comparative Totals for June 30, 1998 

Advance 

Deposit 

$ 100,113 
225,000 

5 7~48 
$ 330,861 

RegisO5, 
of Court 

$ 
1,044,054 

6,012 

$ 1,050,066 

1999 1998 

$ 100,113 
1,269,054 

11.760 

$ 330,861 $ $ 330,861 $ 263,895 
1,050.066 1.050.066 1.766.772 

$ 330,861 $ 1,050,066 $ 1.380,927 



~;alanee, beginning of yea1 

Additions: 

Suits and successions 
Judgements 

Interest 

3'olal additions 

ST, M ARTIN PAldSI 1 CI.ERK OF COURT 
St. M arlitl~411e, l.oui.~iat~a 

Agellcy Funds 

Combining Statement of Chmlgcs in Assets and l.iat)ilities 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

W iih Comparative Totals for Year Ended June 30, 1998 

P.cduclions: 

Clelk's costs (transfcned to General Fund) 
Refunds to litigants 
Othm 
Sheriff fces 

Total reductions 

talancc, end of year 

Advallce 
Deposit 

Registry 
of Court 1999 

$ 263.895 $ 1.766.772 $ 2.030.667 $ 1.905.769 

1.000.233 
188,135 

4,530 17,221 

1.004,763 205,356 

1,268,658 

592,003 

140,573 
86,364 
118,857 

937.797 

22 

1.972.128 

922~62 

922.062 

$ 1.050.066 

1~00,233 
188,135 
21.751 

792,468 
1,408,742 

55.595 

1,210,119 2,256,805 

~240,786 

592,003 
1,062,635 

86,364 

118.857 

859.859 

4.162.574 

482,679 
1,469,611 

76,400 
103,217 

2.131.907 

$ 2,030.667 



INTERNAL CO NTRO L AND CO M PLIANCE 



c i~ i~  KOlde,. CPA 
~ sel r c.hs.~ , era 
vml~ ~ ~ en CPA 
Chns Rsi~ y CPA 
eo~-~d O C~m)nmn CPA 
p IroyCo~Mle CPA 

Pen,ly kn~e:e $~nYg#n$ CPA 
Mary1 lr,bo~ea~ CPA 
Gerak~A "[htbod~B~ Jr CPA 
Ke~M [)oucet 6PA 
Ke~ #l J Rachal CPA 

KO LDER , C HAM PAG NE, SLAVEN & RAINEY, LLC 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

IN I)EPI'~N I)I';N T A [Jl)ITO RS' REI~O RT ON CO M PI.IAN CI'; AN D 
ON INTF, RN A I, CON TI{OL OV ER FIN AN CIAl. P,F,I>OR'I'IN G I~ASF, I) ON 

AN AUI)IT OF FINANCIAl, STAI'EM EN'I'S PERFORM [~,I) IN ACCOI~,DANCI:, W IG 
GO VERN M EN 'I" A UD ITING STAN DA I.U)S 

The 1 lonorable A llen Blanchard 
St. M arlin Parish C lerk of Court 
St. M arlinvillc, l,ouisiana 

234 R~  [{eo~egard 
Lalayetle [A 70.G08 

rax ~318) z.~ 8~ 0 

113 Last Bridge Sl~eet 
(~r e~  ~txidge ~ & 70517 
pt~ne (318) 332 4070 
fax (318) 332 2867 

133 Cast W addtl 
Marks'ame, LA 71351 

[ff~no (318) 253 9252 
Fax (318) 253 8681 

234 Davl6 [>ive Su4e 105 
Mo(gsn City LA 70,380 

[ PhOne (504) ~84 2020 f
ax(~ 4)384 3020 

408 W Cott~ Stleel 
',h~e Platte. L A 70586 
prow{318) 353. 2792 
fax(3181363. 3049 

3.$2 W Srxg~ Ave~ e 
O[~tl, r, LA 70655 

Pl~  {318) 639 4737 
fax(318) 639 4568 

W e have audited the financial statcmenls of the St. M arlin Parish Clerk of Courl as of an(I tbr Ihc year 
ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated Septem ber 28, 1999. W c conductcd our audil in 
accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and lhe standards applicable Io financial audits conlained 
n Governm ent Audiling Standards, issued by lhe Comptroller General of'tbe United Stales 

As pail of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether file St. M arlin Parish Clerk of Court's linancial 
slatClllelltS al'c free of m aterial ill iSSlatelnent, we perfornled tesls of its conljlJiancc "with certain provisions of 
laws, rcgulations, contracts and granls, noncompliance with which could have a direct and matcrial effect on Ihc 
detcrm inalion of financial statem ent am ounts, l lowevcr, providing an opinion on conlpliancc w ith tllosc 
provisions was not an objective of our audil and, accordingly, we do not exprcss such all opinion. The rcsulls of 
our tests disclosed no 
Standards. 

nslauces of noncom pliance that ale required to be rcporled undcr Oovernnlenl A uditing 

ntelna] Conlro] O ver ].inancial Reporliuf., 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the St. M artin Parish Clerk of Court's inieinal 
conlrol over financial reporting in order 1o delem'~inc oul audiling procedures for the purpose of cxplcssing oar 
opinion oil the financial slalelllents aad llO[ |0 provide assurance on the inlernal COlliroI over financial reporling. 
I Io'wevcr, we noted a certain m atter involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that 
we consider to be a rcporlablc condition. Rcporlable conditions involve m altcrs com iag Io our aitclllion rclaling 
Io significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting thai, in our 
judgmcm, could adversely affect Ihc St. Marlin Parish Clerk of Court's abilily lo record, process, sununarizc and 
report thlancial data consistent w ith the assertions ofnlanagem ent in the financial stalenlcnls. The rcporlable 
condilion is dcsclibed in tile acconlpanying schedule of prior and CtllTCllt audit I]udiligs alld illallagelllCUl'S 
corrective aclion plan as ilem 99-1. 

MC~UL~ or 
~ llaC~  INS1 ru ne of 

CEtITIFILO PU~UC ̂CCOU~ S 
S~ IE~  or tOUlS~  



 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which lhe design or operalion of one or more oflhe inlernal coulrol 
eom ponenls does 1m l reduce 1o a relalively low level lbe risk Ibat m isslalem enls in al:nontlls l]~at would be 
m alcrial in relation 1o tim financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detecled wilhin a limely 
period by em ployees in lhe norm al course of perform ing lheir assigned fimetions. Our eonsideralion of lhe 
internal conlrol over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in lhe inlernal conlrol lhal 
m ighl be reportable eondilions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions thal are 
also considered Io be m alerial weaknesses. However, we believe the reportable condition idenlified as item 99-1 
in lhe schedule of prior and current audit findings and m anagement's corrective action plan is a m alerial 
weakness. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of managemenl, oihers within tile organization, 
and federal awarding agencies and pass-through enlities and is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other than lhese specified parties. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 
Septem ber 28, 1999 

K older, Champagne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 

Certified Public Accountants 



Prior Year Findings: 

Com pliance 

ST. M ARTIN PAR1SIt CLERK OF COUF, T 
St. M artin. Lotlisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
M anagem enfs Corrective Action Plan 

Year Ended June 30, 1999 

There are no findings required to be reported nnder the above 

Internal Control Over Financial Reoortinu 

~.em 98-1 - Inadequate Seere~ation of Aeeountin~ Policies 

Due to tile sm all num ber of employees, tile Clerk of Court did not have adequate 
segregalion of functions w ithin the accounting system . 

Slatus: 

Unresolved. See item 99-1 

M anap_etnent Letter llenls 

There w ere no m anagem ent letter item s at June 30, 1998 
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ST. M A RTIN PARISH CLF, RK O F CO U R 
St. M arlin. Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
Management's Corrective Action Plan(Continued) 

Year Ended June 30. 1999 

Current Year Findings and M ana~ement's Corrective Action Pla 

Com pliance 

There w ere no com pliance findings at June 30, 1999 

Internal Control Over Financial Reoorline 

99-1 Inadeouate Se~reualion of Aecountine Functions 

D ue to the sm all number of em ployees, the Clerk of Court did no! have adequate 
segregation of functions w ithin tile accounting system . 

M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 

M anagem ent has determ ined that it is not cost effective to achieve com plete segregation 
of duties within tile accounting department. No plan is considered necessary. 

M anal~enlen[ Letter ]ten'is 

There are no m anagem ent letter item s at June 30, 1999 
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