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Certified Public Accountants 
114 E. Ascension St. 

Gonzales, Louisiana 70737 
Phone (504) 647-2824 

23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial Expense l"uud 
Gonzales. Louisiana 

INDEPENDENT AIII)ITORS' R~;POR'I 

W e have audited tile accom panying com ponent unit financial statem ents of 23rd Judicial l)istrict 
Judicial Expense Fuud as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998. These financial 
statem ents are the responsibility of the Fund's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial stalem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain a reasonable assurance about 
whether the financial statem ents are fl'ee of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, 
on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An 
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used aud significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent preseniation. W e believe that 
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

The financial statem ents referred to above include only the financial activities of the com ponent 
unit. Financial activities of the oversight unit are not included. 

Since the Fund is not legally required to adopt a budget of revenues and expenditures, no budget 
to actual com parison is presented. 

In our opinion, the com ponent unit financial statem ents referred to in the first paragraph present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial Expense 
Fund, as of Decem ber 31, 1998 and the results of its operalions for the year then ended in 
conformity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

M ay 17, 1999 



23R D JUDICIAl. DISTRICT JUDICIAL EX PEN SE FUND 

CO M BINEI) BALANCE SIIEET - AI.I, FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT G ROUPS 

DECEM BER 31, 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash (Note 2) 
Investment (Note 2) 
Receivable fi'om Clerk 
of Court's offices 

General fixed assels (Note 3) 

']'olal assets 

DECEM IIER 31, 1998 

GOVERNM ENTAIJ 
FUND TYPE 
GENERAL 

FIJNi) 

ABII.IT1ES & FUN I) EO U ITY 

I,IABILITIES: 
Accounts payable 

$120,438 
130.341 

10,430 

ACCO UNT 
GROUP 

GENERAL 
H XEI) 
ASSETS 

83,178 

$83,178 

97 

FUND EQUITY: 
hlveshllenl ill general 
fixed assets 

Fund balance 261,112 
83,178 

TOTAl, 
M EM ORANI)|IM  

O NLY 

$120,438 
130,341 

10,430 
83,178 

83,178 
261,112 

Total liabilities & 

fund equity ~261,209 $83,178 _~3~4~387 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the statem ent 



23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

STATEM ENTS O F R EV EN UES AND EXPENI)ITURES AN D 

CIlAN G ES IN FUN I) BAI,AN CE 

G ENER AL FUND 

YEAR ENDED D ECEM BER 31, 1998 

REVEN IJI,;S: 
Court fees 
Interest incom e 

EXI'ENI)ITU RES: 
General G overnm ent: 
Travel and sem inars 
Professional fees 
Dues & subscriptions 
Staff uniform s 
Supplies 
]usurance 
Telephone 
M iscellaneous 

Capital outlays 

Tolal cxpcnscs 

EXCESS O F R EVFN UF O VER 
EXPEN I)ITUR I~;S 

FUND BALAN CE, at begimfing of year 

FUNI) IIALAN C E, a! end of year 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of the statem ent 
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$125,199 
6,372 

131.571 

18,471 
4,600 
3,002 
2,415 
1,651 
800 
520 
96 

_ _ 20,256 

~ L811 

79,760 

181,352 

$261,112 



23RI) JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EX I'EN SE FUN D 

N O TES TO TIlE FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

NO TE 1 - SUM M ARY O F ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The 23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial Expense Fund was established in 1995 under Act No. 435 
which was an am endnm ut to Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. The Expense 
Fund was established for the purpose of paying expenses for the Court deem ed necessary by the 

Judges for efficient operations of the court. 

BA SIS O F PRESENTATIO N 

The accom panying financial statem ents of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial Expense l"und 

conform to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applicable to governmental unils. 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the acceplcd standard-selling body for 
establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

FINA NCIAl REI~OP, TIN G ENTITY 

GASB Statem ent N o. 14 established criteria for determ ining the governm enlal reporting entity and 
com ponent units tha! should be included w ithin the reporting entity. O versight responsibility by 
the Judicial Expense Fund is determ ined on the basis of the accountability for fiscal m atters under 

the conlrol of the Judicial Expense Fund's Judges. 

Because the operations of the Court are funded by A scension Parish Police Ju,'y governm ent, tim 
Fund was determ ined to be a component unit of the Ascension Parish Police Jury, the governing 
body of the parish aud the governm ental body w ith oversight responsibility. The accom panying 
financial statem ents present inform ation only on the ftmds m aiutaiued by the Judicial Expense 
Fund and do not preseut inform ation on the Ascension Parish Police Jury, the general gow:rnmeul 
services provided by tha! governm ental null, or the other governm ental milts that com prise the 

governm ental reporting entity. 

JNI) ACCO U NTING 

The Judicial F, xpense Fund uses funds and account groups to report on its financial post!ion and 
the results of its operalions. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to 
aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or 

activities. 
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23R1) JUi)ICIAI, DISTRICT JUDICIAL EX I'ENSE FUNI) 

N O TES TO TIlE H NAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

OTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF ACCOUNTING PO LICIES - (CONTINUED 

FUND ACCOI_JNTING - ~CONTINUED) 

A fund is a separale accotm ting entity w ith self-balancing set of accounls. On lhe olher hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
and liabilities that are not recorded in the fim ds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

Fu,lds of the Judicial EXl)ense Fund are classified as governm ental flm ds. Governm eulal fimds 
account for tile Judicial Expense Fund's general activities, including the collection and 
disbursem ent of specific or legally reslricted m onies, the acquisition or conslruclioll of general 
fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. The Judicial Expense Fund m ainlaius 
lhe tk-fllow ing fire d lypes and account groups: 

Governm ental
.Odn(It~l~es, that includes tile General Fund 

general operations of the Judicial Expense Fund. 
which is used to record tile 

Generalfixcd_asset6', which is used to account for properly and equipment purchased 
by tile General Fund. 

AStl AN D CASII EOUIVAI,ENTS AND INVESTM ENT 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits. Cash equivalents include am oonts in tim e deposits 
and those investm ents w ith original m aturities of 90 days or less. U nder state law , the Judicial 
Expense Fund m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or lim e 
deposits w ilh slate banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the Unities Stales

, 

or undcr the law s of tile U nited States. 

Under state law , tile Judicial Expense Fund m ay invest in U nited States bonds
, treasury notes, or 

certificates. These are classified as inveslm enls if theft original m aturities exceed 90 days; 
however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash cquivalenls. 

Investm ents are stated at cost, which includes com pounded interest. 



23R1) JUI)ICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EX PEN SE FUN D 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 

O TE I - SI,~M M AR Y O F ACCO UN TIN G PO LICIES - (CO NTIN UED 

FIXH ) A SSFA'S 

Fixed assets of governm ental funds are recorded as expenditures at tile tim e they are purchased 
or conslrlmled, and lhe relaled assets are capitalized (reporlcd) in tim general fixed assets accounl 
group. No fixed asset costs have been estimated. No depreciation has been provided on general 
fixed assets. 

BASIS O F ACCO U NTING 

Basis of accounling refm s to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the 
accom ~ls and reported in lhe financial statem ents. Basis ofaccolm liug relates to tile lim ing of the 
m caslu'enm nts m ade, regardless of the lneasurenleiR focus applied. 

All governm m~t funds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of accounting
. Their 

revenues are recognized w lm n they becom e m easurable and available as net current assets
. Court 

fees are considered m easm'able when in the hands of the clerk of courts alld are coJlsJdered 
reve,m e at that tim e. 

Expenditures are generally recognized tra der the m odified accrual basis of accounting when the 
relaled fund liability is incurred. 

UD GI/TS A N D II1JD GETARY A CCO UN TING 

l'he expense fire d does not use budgeting as part of their financial reporling 

S ON COM BINED STATEM ENTS - OV I{RVIEW  

NO TE 2 - C ASH A ND IN VESTM ENTS 

Cash and investm ents consist entirely of a checking account and a certificate of deposit
. These 

deposits and certificate are staled at cost, which approxim ales m arket
. 



23R D JUI)ICIA1. DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUN D 

NO TES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

NOTE 2 - CASIt AND INVESTM ENTS - (CONTINUED) 

The cerlificate of deposil m atures on a sem i-anm ml basis, w ith interesl being com pounded 
m onthly. 

The carrying amoun! of the Fund's deposits with financial institutions was $250,779 and the bank 
balance was $248,702. The bank balance is collaleralized by the bank as follows: 

Amount insured by the FI)IC $100,000 

Investments flint are insured and being held by agent 148,]702 

Total bank balance 

N O TE 3 - CItAN G ES IN G ENER AL FIX ED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of the changes in general fixed assets follow s 

BALANCE 
DECEM BER 31, 

1997 

F.quipm ent & l"urniture 
Building im provem ents 

$ 54,459 
8.463 

~248,702 

BALANCE 
1998 IIECEM BER 31 

AI)DITIONS 1998 

$19,951 
305 

$74,410 

Tolal general fixed assets $ 62,9_2_2 .,~20~  $83,178 
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Certified Public Accountants 
114 E, Ascension St. 

G onzales, Louisiana 70737 
Phone (504) 647-2824 

23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial Expense Fund 
Gonzales. l,ouisiana 

INI)F.I~i~NI)ENT AIJI)ITORS~ RI,'PORT ON COM PI,IANCI~ 

W e have audited the com ponent unit financial statem ents of tile 23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial 
Expense Fund, for lhe year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 and have issued our report thereon dalcd 
M ay 17, 1999. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards 
requh'e that we p}al~ and perform tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
com poneut unit financial statem ents are flee of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance w ith laws, regulations and contracts applicable to 23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial 
Expense Fnnd, is lhe responsibility of Jndicial Expense Fnnd's m anagem enh A s part of obtaining 
reasonable assurauce about whether the com ponent tra it fiuancial statem ents are fiee of m aterial 
m isstatem ent, w e perform ed test of the 23rd Judicial D istrict Judicial Expense Fund's com pliance 

with certain provisions of laws, regulations and contracts, ltowever, the objective of our audit 
of the com ponent unit finaucial statem ents was to provide an opinion on overall com pliance with 
such provisions. Accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. 

H N I)IN G 

The result of our tests disclosed that tile Judicial Expense Fund did not COm l)ly with the 
requirem ent that the andited financial statem ents for the year ended l)ecem ber 31, 1997 be 
subm itted to the l.egislative Auditor w ithin six m onths of the Fund's year end. In our opinion the 
Judicial Expense Fund's com pliance w itb this requirem ent is necessary for the 23rd Judicial 
l)Jslricl Jll(IJcial Expense Fund to com ply wilh stale law . This finding also occurred during lhe 
prior year. 

Response: The audit report for tile year ended Decem ber 31, 1998 is being subm itted tim ely 

- 10 



23rd Judicial l)islrict Judicial Expense l"tm d 
Page 2 

FIN DIN G 

The results of our tests also disclosed thai the Judicial Expense Fund (lid not com ply throughout 
1998 w ith tile requirem ent that bank balances m aintained in excess of insurance coverage be 
collateralized. In our opinion the Judicial Expense Fund's com pliance with this requirem ent is 
necessary for the 23rd Judicial D islrict Judicial Expense Fund to com ply w ilb state law . 

Response: The bank has pledged sufficient collateral on August 18, 1998 

W e considered these instances of noncom pliance in form ing our opinion on whether the 23rd 

Judicial Expense Fund 1998 com ponent unit financial sla|em cnts are presenled fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, in conform ity w ith generally acceplcd accounting l)rinciplcs, and this report 
does not affect our report dated M ay 17, 1999 on those com ponent unit financial statem ents. 

This repor! is intended for the inform ation of the Judges and the Legislative Auditor. This 
reslriction is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record 
and ils dislribution is not lim ited. 

M ay 17, 1999 



Certified Public Accountants 
114 E. Ascension St. 

Gonzales, Louisiana 70737 
Phone (504) 647-2824 

23rd Judicial l)islricl Judicial Expense Fund 
G onzalcs, l.ouisiana 

AIlI)I'I'ORS' RFJ~OI,tT ON IN'I'ERNAI, ACCOUNTING CONTRO l 

W e have audited the com ponent unit financial statem ents of 23rd Judicial D islrict Judicial Expense 
Fund as of and for tl~e year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dalcd 
M ay 17, 1999. 

W e condncled our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United Stales. Those standards 
require thai w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
con]ponent unit financial statem ents are free of m aterial nlisslalcm cnt. 

hi planning and perform i~g (m r audit of lhe com poneut u Jilt fil~ancJal stalem ents of 23rd Judicial 
D istrict Judicial Expense Fund for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998, we considered ils internal 
control structure in order lo delerm ine our auditing procedures for lhe t)m l)ese of expressil~g oln" 
opinion on the com ponent unit financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on tl~e internal 
col~lI rol slrtlCltlre. 

The m anagem ent of the 23rd Judicial District Judicial Ex,pense Fund is responsible fi~r establishing 
and m aintaining an internal control slructure. In fldfilliug this responsibility

, eslim ates and 
judgements by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of 
internal conlrol structure policies and procedures. The objectives ofau internal conlrol structure 
are to provide m anagem ent w ilh reasonable, but not absolute, assurance tha! assets are safeguarded 
against loss fiom unauthorized use of disposition, and that transactions arc execulcd in accordance 
w ith m anagem ents's authorization and recorded properly to perm it the preparation of com ponent 
unit financial statem ents in accordance witll generally accepted accounting principles. Because 
of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or irregtdarities m ay ucverd~eless 

occl~r and J~ot be detected. Also, projection of any evalnalion of tl~e slr~tcttwe 1o futt~re periods 
is subjecl to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditiolls or 
that the effectiveness of lhe design and operation of policies and procedures m ay deleriorale

. 

- ]2- 



23 Judicial 1)istrict Judicial Exl)ense Fund 
Page 2 

For tile purpose of this report, we have classified tile significant internal control structure policies 
and procedtues in the follow ing categories: 

Cash P, eceipts/Revenues 
Cash D isbursem ents 

For all of the internal control slructure categories listed above, we obtained an understanding of 

the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, 
and we assessed control risk. 

O ur consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all m ailers in tile 
iuternal control structm'e lllat m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the 
Am erican Institute of Cerlificd Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which 
the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control structure elem ents does not reduce 
to a relatively low level the risk Ihai errors or irregularities in am ounts that would be m aterial in 
relation to tim general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected 
within a timely period by employees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned fim etions. 
W e noted no m atters involving the internal control structure and its operations that we consider 
to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the Judges and Legislative Auditor. This reslriction 
is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record, and its 
distribution is not lim ited. 

M ay 17, 1999 



23RD JUDICIAL I)ISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUNI) 

SUI:'PI~EM ENTAI~ INFO RM ATIO N 

YEAR S EN I)I~D I)ECEM BER 31, ] 998 

SCIIEDU I~E O F FEDER AI~ A SSISTAN C[ 

None 

SCIIEI)UI.E O F PER-DIEM  PA Il) TO JUD G ES 

None 
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23RD JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUI)ICIAL EXPEN SE FUN D 

D ATA CO LLECTIO N FO RM  

FO R TIlE YEAR EN DED D ECEM BER 31, 1998 

SECTIO N 1: SU M M ARY O F A U I)ITO R'S REPORTS 

a. Report on lnlernal Control and Com pliance M aterial to tile Financial Statem ents 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses Reportable Conditions 

Com pliance 
Com pliance M aterial to Financial Statem ents Yes 

b. Federal A wards: N one 

c. Identification of M ajor Programs: Not Applicable 

SECTIO N 11 : FIN AN CIAL STATF.M ENT FIND ING S 

1998-1 See pages 10 and 11 for a description of the findings for 1998. These findings were 
also reported in 1997. Corrective action as indicated was m ade in 1998. 

SECTION 111: I;EDE'RAI~ AW ARI) FINDINGS AND QUESTION COSTS 

1998-2 Not applicable 
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