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FIN A N CIA L SE C TIO N  



S F fX-G~5 & C OM PANY LLC  

IN D EPEN D EN T A UD ITOR 'S REPOR T 

1 lonorable Harry J. M orel, Jr. 
1)istrict A tlorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict 
St. Charles Parish. ],uuisiana 

W c have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the Disll'ict Attorney 
of the Twenty-N iuth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles Parish, I,ouisiana, as of and fur the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statem ents 
arc lhe responsibility of the District Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles 
l'arish, l,ouisiana's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general- 

purpose financial slatelnents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the slandards 
applicable to financial audits contained iu Government Auditing Standards, issucd by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
audit to oblain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statelnents arc fi'ce of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion the generaI-purpose financial statem ents referred to above present ~airly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Dislrict Attorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial 
District, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana as of Decem ber 31, 1998, and the resuhs of its operalions 
for |he year then ended, in conlbrm ily with generally accepted accounting principles. Our audi~ 
was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
taken as a whole. The supplem ental schedules and infurlnation in the table of contents are 
presented for additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial 
statem ents of tile D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District, St. Charles Parish. 

Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied ill the audit of thc 
general purpose financial slalem ents, and in our opinion is faM y presented in all m aterial 
respects in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 
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l lonorable I larry J. M orel, Jr. 
1)istrict Attorney ofil~e Tw enty-N iuth Judicial D istrict 
St. ChaHcs Parish, l Jouisiana 
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In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standard~', we have also issued our report datcd M arch 
16, 1999 on our consideration of the District Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District, St. 

Charles Parish, l.ouisiana's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. 

. lalt.i 

Thibodaux, l,ouisiana 
M arch 16, 1999 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 



 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY OF THE TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
ST. CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 

COMBINED S~ATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDflU RES, AND 
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1998 

Revenues 
Charges for services: 
Commissions on fines and forfeitures 
Probation fees 
Bail bonds forfeited 
W orthless check fees 
Intergovernm ental 
Interest and miscellaneeus 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Current: 
G eneTal goveTm ent 
Salaries and related benefits 
Telephone and utilities 
Professional services 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Automobile 
Meetings 
Dues and subscriptions 
Insurance 
Office supplies 
Travel and conventions 
Case expenditures 
Rent 
Intergovernmental 

Capital outlay: 
Equipment 

Debt service: 
Principal 
Interest 
Total expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Other Financing Sources and Uses 
Proceeds fro m loan 

Total Other Financin9 Sources and Uses 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND OTHER 
SOURCES OVER EXPEN DITURES 

FUND BALANCES at beginning of year 
FUND BALANCES at end of year 

Gene~al 

74,600 
225 

4,287 

7,280 
6,363 
92.755 

15,890 
17,725 
12,825 
733 

1,961 
1,550 
2,750 
3,425 
13,335 
3,760 
363 

4.500 

21,291 

4,178 
822 

Special 
Revehue 

$ 250,014 
2~,164 

1G,031 
290,672 
7,336 

584,217 

246,077 
12,305 
60O 

4,894 
11,505 
1,210 
lg,888 
9,401 
13,969 
52,258 

858 
9.000 
53,964 

41,103 

924 
622 

Statement B 

Totals 
(Memorandum 

On~y} 

676.972 

261,967 
30,030 
13,425 
5,627 
13,466 
2,760 
13,638 
12,826 
27,304 
56,018 
1,221 
13,500 
53,964 

62,394 

5,102 
1.444 

/05,108 469.578 574.686 

12,353) 114,639 102,286 

18.396 7,289 25.685 
18,396 7,289 25,685 

6,043 121.928 127.971 

81,383 507.672 589.055 
87,426 $ 629.600 $ 717.029 

"

lhe accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
ST. CHARLES PARISH. LOUISIANA 

SXA]EMEN'T OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
- BUDGET AND AC'[UAL -. GENERAL FUND 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

Revenues 
Charges for services: 
Com m issions on fines and forfeitures 
Probation Fees 
Bail bonds forfeited 
Intergovernm ental 
Interest and m iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Current: 
General governm ent: 
Salaries and related benefits 
~lelephorle and utilities 
Professional services 
M aintenance and repairs 
Autom obile 
Meelings 
Dues and subscriptions 
Insurance 
Office supplies 
Travel and conventions 
Case expenditures 
Rent 

Capital outlay: 
Equipment 

Debt service: 
Principal 
Interest 
Total expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) Of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Other Financing Sources and Uses 
Proceeds from loan 

"total Other Financing Sources and Uses 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUE AND OTHER 
SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCES at beginning of yea 
FUND BALANCES at end of year 

Budget 

11,198 
10.221 
85.868 

8,330 
16,487 
11,825 
1,278 
2,091 
1,550 
2,700 
3,425 
13,420 
3,215 
463 

4,050 

21,291 

4,649 
930 

95,704 

$ 74.600 
225 

4,287 
7,280 
6.363 
92.755 

15,890 
17,725 
12,825 

733 
1,961 
1,550 
2,750 
3,425 
13,335 
3,760 
363 

4,500 

21,291 

4,178 
822 

05 108 

Statement C 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 10,149 
225 

4,287 

(3,916 
(3,858 
6.887 

(7,560 
(1,238 
(1,OOO 
545 
130 

(50 

85 

(545 
100 

(450 

471 
108 

(9,404) 

9,838) (12,353) (2,517 

18,396 
8.396 18 396 

8,560 

81,383 
$ 89,943 

6,043 (2,517 

81383 
$ 87,426 $ (2,517) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
ST. CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 

COMBINE[) STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN 
FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BAS~S) AND ACTUAL - 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Revenues 
Charges for services: 
Com m issions on fines and forfeitures 
Probation fees 
W orihless check fees 
latergovernm ental 
Interest and m iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Current: 
Genera/governm ent: 
Salaries and related benefits 
Telephone and utilities 
Professional services 
~epa~rs and rna~te~a~ e 
Autom obile 
M eetings 
Dues and subscriptions 
Insurance 
Office expense 
Travel and conventions 
Case expenditures 
Rent 
M iscellaneous 
Intergovernmental 

Capital outlay: 
Equipment 

Debt Service 
Principal 
Interest 
Total expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expeditures 

Other Financing Sources: 
Proceeds from loan 

Total Other Financing Sources 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER 
SOURCES OVER EXPENDI~URES 

FUND BALANCES at beginning of year 
FUND BALANCES at end of year 

Budget 

$ 221,688 
25,444 
7,866 

322,544 
7.170 

5,247 
876 

10,747 
7,636 
18,027 
54,830 

57O 
25,730 
13,421 
53,964 

33,814 

577,805 

$ 250,014 
26,164 
10,031 
290,672 
7.338 

246,077 
12,305 
600 

4,59~ 
11,505 
1,210 
10,888 
9,401 
13,969 
52,258 

858 
9,000 

53,964 

41,103 

924 
622 

469.578 

6.907 114,639 

Variance - 
FavoraMe 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 28,326 
720 

2,165 
(31,872) 

166 

(495) 

106,866 

(12,305) 
(600) 

(6,258) 
(334) 
(141) 

(1,765) 
4,058 
2,572 

(288) 
16,730 
13.421 

(7,289) 

(924) 
(622) 

108.227 

7,289 7,289 
7,289 7,289 

6907 121,928 115,021 

608,032 507,672 
$ 514,939 $ 629,600 

lhe accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

(360) 
$ 114,661 

Statement D 



 

D ISTR IC T A TTOR N E  Y O F  TH E  

TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTRIC T 
S~I: CItARLES PA RISII, LO UISIANA 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAl, STATEM ENTS 

N O TE 1 SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN TA CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

As provided by Article V . Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
l)ish'ict Attorney has charge of every crim inal prosecution by the state in his district, 

is the representative of tim state before lhe grand jury in his District, and is the legal 
advisor to the grand jury. Ile perfomls other duties as provided by law. The 
District Atlorney is elected by the qualified electors of the Judicial l)islrict lbr a 
term of six years. The Judicial District encom passes the Parish of St. Charles, 
].otlisiana. 

A . Basis of Presentation 

']'he accom panying financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the 
Twenty-N inth Judicial l)istrict have been prepared in conlbrm ily w ith 

generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governm ental units. The Governm ental Accounting Standards Board 

(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

Reporting ]~11tJt), 

For financial reporting purposes, in conform ance w ith GA SB Codification 
Section 2100, the District Attorney is a part of the district court system of 
the Slate of Louisiana. The GA SB has eslablishcd several criteria for 
determ ining the govern m ental reporting entity and com ponent units thal 
should be included w ithin the reporting entity. Since, The l)islrict 
Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles Parish, 
l,ouisiana is an independently elected official, is legally separate and 
fiscally independent, tim 1)istrict Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial 
l)istricl is a separale govem m cnlal reporling entity. There are unrecorded 

financial transactions between the St. Chm'lcs Parish Council (the Council) 
and the l)istrict Attorn ey where the Council provides certain operating 
expenditures for the District Attorney. 



 

D IS TRICT A TTORNE Y OF  TH E 
TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

ST. CIIARLES PA RISII, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO lelNANCIAL STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

Note 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Reporting l';ntity (Continued) 

H nancial accountabilily is determ ined by applying criteria establ 
the GA SP, as listed below : 

~ Financial benefit el"burden 

~ Appointment ofa votinglnajority 
~ Im position of will 
~ Fiscally dcpenden~ 

The above identified transactions between the l)istrict Attorney and the 
]'arish Council are m andated by state statute and do not reflect fiscal 
dependency; thereby, they do not reflect financial accounlability. The 
olher three criteria of financial accountability do not pertain to the l)islrict 
Attorney of the Twenty-N inth Judicial l)islriel when applying theln as a 
m eans of idenlifying potential COlnpoueut tra ils of fl~e St. Charles l'arish 
('ouncil. 

The D islricl A llorney of the Twenly-Nintb .hldJcial 1)islriel, S1. Charles 
l)arish, l.ouisiana, includes all fim ds, account groups and activities, el 
celera, that are w ithin the oversight responsibility of the l)istrict Altorney. 
Other local governm ental units over which the District Attorney exercises 
no oversight responsibility are excluded fl'om the accom panying financial 
statem ents. These units arc considered separate reporting enlilies and 
issue financial statelnents separate from those of the parish l)islriet 
A ttorney. 

Fund Accounting 

The l)islricl Altorney uses funds and account groups to report on ils 
financial posilion and the results of ils operations, l"und accounting is 
designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and Io aid financial m anagelnenl. 
by segregaling transactions relaling to certain govermnenl limctions or 
ac~ivides. 



N O TE 1 

D ISTR IC T A TTOR N E Y O F  TH E  

TW EN TY-N IN TIt JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 
S'l: CIIARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Cotltinued) 

Fund Accounting (Continued) 

A fired is a separate accounting cntity with a self-balancing sel of accounts. 
On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device dcsigncd 
to provide accountability tbr certain assets and liabilities thal are nol recorded 
in the ftmds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. 

Govem nacntal funds account for the l)istrict Allorney's general aO.ivitics, 
including the collection and disburselnCnl of specific or legally rcslriclcd 
m onies, and the acquisition of general fixed assets. The l)islrict Attorney's 
govermncntal funds include: 

General Fund - The General Fund was esl.ablished in com pliance w ilh 
1,ouisiana ]~,evJsed Statute 15:571.11, which provides that 12 per ccn! of lhe 
fines collecled and bonds forfeited be transm itted to the l)istrict Attorney to 
defi'ay llae necessary expenses of his office. 

Special ReveJm e Funds 

Title IV-D Reim bursem ent Fund - The Tiflc 1V-l) l,leim burscm enl 
Spccial Revenue Fund consists of incentive paym ents and 
reim bursem ellt grants fl'onl the l,ouisiana l)cpam nent of Social 
Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to eslablish fam ily and child 
support program s com patible w ith Title IV-D of the Social Securhy 
Act. The purpose of lhe tired is to entbrce the suppor! obligation 
owed by absent parents to their fam ilies and children

, Io locate abscm 
parenls, to establish paternity, and to obtain fam ily and child suppor't. 



 

D ISTR IC T A TTORN E  Y O F  TH E  
TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUDICIA L D ISTR IC T 

$7: CItARLES PA RISIt, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATI~;M ENTS (Continued) 

NOTE I SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Contimted) 

('. Fund Accounting (Continued) 

Snecial Revem le Funds 

l'itle IV-D Incentive Fund - The Title IV-l) Incentive Fulld is used 
1o account for paym ents received fl'onl the l,ouisiana 1)epartm ent of 
lleallh and 1]um an Resources which consist ot" 15 per cenl of all 
am ounls collecled and required to be distributed, as provided in 
ScclJon 456 of lhc Social Securily A cl, lo reduce or repay assJslancc 

paym ents. 

Tflle I~-D Child };upport Fund -Prior lo .luly 1, 1998 the above two 
1V-D funds were accounted for separately due to the percentage of lhc 
rcilnbursem ents accorded to each fired. Beginning July 1, 1998 these 
two funds were com bined and accounted tbr as onc fund. 

l)rt~ Enforcem ent Fund - The Twenty-N inth Judicial l)ish'icl, D istrict 
Allorney receives funds as a sub-grantee under the l,ouisiana 
Com m ission on Law Enforcem ent and Adm inistration of Crim inal 
Juslice. The grant is authorized by lhe Om nibus Crim e Conh'ol and 
Safe Sh'eets Act of 1968 as provided under P.l,.90:351 as am ended. 
The 1)islrict Attorney's office is the applicant agency and has lhe 

responsibility for all project administrative and financial matters. The 
projecl is a joint project between lhe I)islricl Altomey's Off'ice and lhe 
St. Charles Parish Sheriffs Office. The lwo offices w ill collaborale in 

the joint project aimed at idenlifying, arresting, and prosecuting mid- 
level drug lraffickcrs who aflEct tile Parish of St. Charles, S(alc of 
I,ouisiana. The grant provides for t~deral funds of 73.61%  and a local 
cash m atch of 26.39% . The grant operates under grant calendar years 

and funds are disbursed lhrooghout tile duralion of the project 
regardless of the grant year. 

10 



N ote 1 

D ISTR IC T A TTOR N E Y O F  TH E  

TW EN TY-N IN Ttt JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 
ST. CItARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTES 3"0 FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

SUIIIM AR Y OI," S1GN'IIelCANT ACCOUNTING I'OLICHSS (C'onriltued) 

Fund Accounting (Continued) 

~pecial Revenue Funds 

Courl Cos! Fund - The Coot! Cosl I:ul~d is used 1o account for all fees 
collected in accordance w ilh l~ouisiana Revised Statute 16:16, which 
authorizes the collection of an amount not to exceed $1(I.00 li'onl 
every defendant who is convicled after trial or other plea of guilty or 
w ho forfeits his bond. These costs arc to be in addition to all other 

fines, costs, or forfcitures im posed by law . 

W orfl~less Checks Fund- The W orthless Check Collection Fee 
Special P, evenue Fund consists of fees collected in accordance w ith 
l,ouisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which providcs lbr a specific fee 
whenever the District Atlorncy's office collects and processes a 
worthless check. Expenditures from this fund are at the sole discretion 
of the District Attorney and m ay be used to dcfi'ay the salaries and the 
expenses of the office of the District Attorney, but m ay not be used to 
supplem ent the salaW  of the D istrict Atlorney. 

Pre-Trial Intervention Fund - The Pre-Trial Intervention Fund 
accounts for a program that handles cases that the l)istrict Atlorney's 
Officc feels would be better served out of the court system . These 
cases consist of people chargcd with m isdclneanors, traffic tickets, or 
m inor felonies. The offenders agree to serve a probation period rather 
than entcring the court system and having a crim inal conviction on 
their record. The rcvenues arc generated through fees paid by the 
offenders placed in this program . Thc expenditures w ill cousisl of 
salaries of investigators assigned to this program and various office 

expenditures. 



 

D IS TR IC T A TTOR N E Y O F  TH E  

TW EN TY-N IN TIt JUD ICIAL D ISTR IC T 
ST. CllARLES PARISI1, LOUISIANA 

N(YI'I';S TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

NOTE 1 SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANTACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

C. Fund Accoonting (Continued) 

Special Revenue Funds 

A gency Fund 

Agency funds are used to accounl for assets held by the l)istricl 
Attorney for other funds and/or other govern m ents. Agency funds arc 

cuslodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
lneasurelnent of results of operations. 

Agency fimds of the 1)istricl Attorney include 

~3ecial Asset Forfciture Fund - The Special Asset Forfeiture Fund is 
used to account tbr m onies and proceeds fi'om the sale of l~roperly 

seized or obtained by judgment or settlement as a result of drug- 
related activities. 

A ecomlt Groups 

General Fixed A ssel Account Grotto - Fixed assets used in the l)islrict 

Attorney's offi ce (governmental fired type operations) arc accoumcd 
for in the general fixed asset account group, rather than in the 
governlnental funds. N o depreciation has been provided on general 
fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estim al.ed 
eosl if historical cost is not available. The D istrict Attorney's fixed 
assets purchased through the General Fund and Crim ilm l Court l:und 
of the St. Charles Parish Council are m aintained and included in the 
general fixed asset account group of the govern ing aulhority. 



N O TE 1 

D ISTRIC T A TTORN E Y OF  TH E 

TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 
ST CI1ARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

SUhIM AR Y OF SIGNIFICANTACCOUNTING I'OLICIES (Cont#tued) 

(I. Fund Accounting (Continued) 

Special Revenue Funds: (Continued) 

Account Groups (Continued) 

General 1,ong-Term Debt Account Groul? - Unm alurcd general long- 
term liabilities expected to bc financed fi'om the governm ental funds 
of the District Attorney's office are accounted lbr in the general long- 
term debt accounl group, rather lhan in the governm cnla] funds. 

The General Fixed Asset Account Group and the ],ong Term l)cbl 
Account Group arc not "funds". They are concerncd only with the 

naeasurenacnt of financial position, not w ith the m easurem ent of 
results ofopera~ions. 

1). M easurem ent Focus and Basis of Accounting 

The accounling and financial reporting lreatm ent applied to a fired are 
determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. The governm ental funds arc accounted 
tbr using a current financial rcsol.lree's m easurem ent focus. W ith this 
m casurelnent lbcus, only current assets and current liabilities arc generally 
included on the balance sheet. Operating slatem ents of these ftmds prescott 
increases and decreases in net current assets. The m odified accru al basis (~l" 
accounting is used by lhe govcrnm ental funds and the agency fund. These 
funds record revenues and expenditures using the follow ing practices: 

Revenues 

Com nfissions on fines and forfeitures arc recorded in the year they arc 
collected by the tax collectors. 

Granls arc recorded when the District Attorney is entitled to the fimds 



 

DISTR IC T A TTORNE Y OF  TItE 

TW EN TY-N IN Ttl JUD ICIA L I)ISTR IC T 
$7: CItARLES PAR1SII, LOUISIANA 

N O"1'i ~S TO 1:I NANCI AL Sql 'ATEM EN'I 'S (Continued) 

SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Contimted) 

I). M easurement Focus and Basis of Accouming (Continued) 

Revenues (Contfimed) 

lnlerest on inveslm ents is recorded when the investm ents have m atured and 
the incom e is available. 

A ll olher lvvcxlues arc recorded when Jvceived 

15xA~cndilures 

1-~xpcnditures are generally recognized uladcl- the m odified 
accounting wl~m) lbe relaled fired liabJ]ily is Jl~currcd. 

Budget Practices 

The District At|orney adopts budgets for the General Fund and Special 
Rcvelm c Funds. The District Attorney prepared the budget on a m odified 
accrual basis of accounting. Budgel am ounls included in lhe accom panying 
financial slatcm cnts include origiHal adopted budget am otm~s and all 
subsequent am endm ents, l,;ncum brances rcprcsenl COlllllliIlllell[S rclalcd to 

tmpcrform ed conlracls for goods or services. The 1)istricl Allorney's office 
does not rise all encall]brailcc sysle111. 



 

D ISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E 
TW E N TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D IS TR IC T 

5;1: CItARLES PARIS]t, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM I';NTS (Continued) 

NOTE 1 SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANTACCOUNTING I'OL1CIES (Conthmed) 

Cash, Cash Equivalents, and hw cstm ents 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, 
and m oney m arket accounts. Cash equivalents include am ounts in lim e 
deposits and those investm ents w ith original m aturities of 90 days or less. 
Under state law, the District Attorney m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, 
interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e 
deposits with state banks organized under 1,ouisiana law and national banks 
having their principal offices in Louisiana. Under state law , tim l)istrict 
Allorney m ay invest in United Stales bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. 
These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; 
however, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as 
cash equivalents. These deposils arc stated at cost, which approxim ates 
m arket. 

G . Receivables 

The receivable am ounts arc m ade up of fines and fccs collected by other 
governm ents to be rem itted to lhe D istrict Attorney's Office and am ounts due 
on reim bursem ent grants. N o reserve for uncollectablcs is considercd 
necessary for these receivables. 

11. l'repaid Expenditures 

t'rcpaid expenditures result from prepaylncnl for a benefit that is expected to 
be received w itlain tile follow ing period. 

Fixed A sscts 

General fixed assets are not capitalized in the govern m ental funds used to 

acquire them . Instead, capital acquisition is reflected as an expenditure in the 
govem nlental funds, and lhe related assets are reported in thc general fixed 

asset account group 



N O TE 1 

D ISTR IC T A TTORNE Y OF  TH E  
TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

ST. CIIARLES PA R1SIt, LO UIATANA 

NOTI';S TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

SUM M AR )' OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNT1NG POLICIES (CoJttin#ed) 

Fixed Assets (Continued) 

All purchased fixcd assets by the D islrict Attorney are valued at acquisition 
cosl. A ll other fixed assets used in the Districl Atlorney's office are provided 
by the St, Charles Parish Council and are aceounled for in the gcneral fixed 
asset account group oflhe Council. 

1,ong-Tcrm Debt 

l,ong-term obligations expected to be filmnccd fi'om lhe Gencral Fund are 
reported in the general long-term debt account group, l~xpenditures for 
principal and interest paym ents for long-term obligatio]~s arc recognizcd in lhc 

General Fund when due. 

K . Com pcnsated Absences 

The District Attorney has a form al written policy for vacation and sick lcave. 
l'resent clerical em ployees are allowed to takc 10 lo 15 days vacation based 
on length of scrvice, and 10 days sick leave each year. On I)ecem ber lsL 
em ployees are paid at lheir CHITCII{ earnings rate fi.)r any unused vacation. 
Sick leave cannot be accum ulated and is forfeited at lcnlainalion of 
em ploym ent. A ssistant D istrict Attorneys and investigators art not included 
in this form al leave policy. At Decem ber 31, 1998 there were no m aterial 
accum ulated leave benefits required to be reported in accordance w ith GA SI?, 

Codification Section C60. 



 

D ISTRIC T A TTORNE Y O F  TH E  

TW EN TY-N IN Ttt JUDICIA L D ISTR IC T 
ST. CItARLES PA RISIt, LO UISIANA 

NOTES 3"O FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

NOTE 1 SUM MARY OF S1GNIPTCANTACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Quasi-exlernal transaclions are accounted for as l'cvellues O1" expelKlitta'cs. 
lnterfund h'ansaetions on lhe other hand are reported as transfers. Non- 
recurring or non-routine pm'm anenl transfers of equity are reporled as 
residual equity transfers. All other interfund transfers are reported as 
operating transfers. 

M . Fund Equity 

Reserves represenled those portions of fired equity not 
expenditure or legally segregated for a specific fiflure use. 

/)esienaled Fund Balance 

l)esJgnaled fund balances represenl tentative plans for fi)lule use of fi)m))cia 
IeSOlll'Cl3S, 

N . 'l'otal Colum ns on Financial Statem ents 

The total cohmm s on the general puq~ose financial statem ents are captioned 

"M emorandum Onlf' to indicate that they are presented only to lhcilitate 
tinancial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial position or 
results of operations in conform ity with generally aceepled accounting 
principles. N either is such data colnpm'able to a consolidation, lnterfund 
elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation oflhis data. 



 

D ISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E 
TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

ST CItARLES PARISH , LO UISIANA 

NOTES q'O FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

N O I'IE 2 DEPOSflS (IN CLUDIN G 1N VESIM EN TS 

At l)cccm ber 31, 1998, the District Attorney has cash and cash equivalcnts and 

investments (book balances) as follows: 

Bank Book 
Balances Balances 

Demand deposits $ 611,040 $ 603,653 
M oney m arket accounts 8,947 8,947- 

Certificates of deposit 79,108 79,454 

TOTAL $699,095 $692,054 

These deposits are slated at cost, which approxim ates the m arket. Under stale law , 

thesc deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arkct 
value of the pledged sccurities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust, at all lim es, 
equal the am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securilies are held in the 
nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 

acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1998, the l)istrict Attorney's $699,(/95 
in deposits (bank balances) are secured fi'Oln risk by $288,055 of tizdcral deposit 
insurancc 0"isk catcgory 1) and $536,487 of pledged securities (risk category 2). 



 

D ISTRIC T A TTORN E Y O F TH E 
TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

$7: CItARLES PARISII, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

N O 77; 3 (.71AN GES IN  GENERAL FIXED ASSE 'IS 

A sum n3ary of changes ill general fixed assets lbllow s 

Balance Balance 
JanuaIT 1, D ecem ber 31, 

1998 4,dditions Deductions 1998 

Autos $ 2,175 $ 24~207 $ o $ 26,382 
l.;quipm ent 188,795 13,298 0 202,093 
Office Furnishings 6,638 744 0 7,382 
Office hnprovem ents 23,941 0 23,941 

l,eased Equipment 10 500 18,396 $ 10,500 18,396 
"I'OTA1 ~ $ 232,049 $ 56,645 $ 10,500 $ 278,194 

N O TE 4 LON G TERM  D EB T - CA PITA L LEA S;ES; 

The tbllow ing is a smnm ary of changes ill Io~g term obligations of the St. Charles 
l'arish l)istrict A ttorney's office as of Decem ber 31, 1998: 

Balance Balance 
January 1, l)ecem ber 3 I, 

1998 Additions Reductions 1998 

Capital leases $ 7,875 $18,396 $ 5,722 $ 20,549 

The St. Charles Parish District Attorney's ofl]ce has entered into two capital lcasc 
agreem ents tbr financing the acquisition of a copy m achine and telephone system . 
The lease agreem ents qualify as capital leases; lhcretbre, the copy m achine and 
telephone system have been recorded at the present value of the future lninim um 
lease paym ents as of the date of their inception. 



 

DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E 
TW E N TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D IS TR IC T 

ST. CItARLES PA RISH , LO UISIANA 

NOTI';S TO FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS (Conlinued) 

NOI'E 4 LONG I~RM  DEBT- CAPITAL LEASES (Continued) 

The follow ing is an analysis of equillm enl leased under a capital lease as of 
l)eeem ber 31, 1998: 

Xerox-Copy M achine 
AT & T Telephone System 

General lqxcd 
A ssels 

$ 15,159 
5,390 

$ 20,549 

The following is a sehcdule of future m inim um lease paym cnls under lhe capil 
lease agreem enl and tile present value of the net m ininm m lease paym ents: 

Year F, nding 
l)ecem ber 31~ 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 

Total m inim um lease paym euts 
Less: Am ounl representing inlerest 
Presenl value of nlillim um 

lease paym enls 

General 1 .ong 
Term D ebt 

$ 8,616 
8,61 
4,574 
1,687 

23,494 
2,945 

$ 20,549 

The am ount of principal paid ill 1998 on the Xerox leases for the copy m achine was 

$4,178 by the general fund, and $619 was paid by lhe Crilninal Courl Fund. The 
am ount of principal paid in 1998 on lhe AT & T lease fur tile 1V-I) & Child Supllort 

office lelephone system was $925. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF  TH E  
T W E N TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D IS TR IC T 

$7: CIIARLES PARISH , LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM I'~NTS (Continued) 

N O II: 5 PENAgON  PLANS 

All individuals who work at tile District Attorney's offices arc paid by tile St
. 

Charles Parish Council and are consequently m em bers of the Parochial I'~m ployccs 

Retirem ent System through the St. Charles Parish Council. The District Attorney 
and assistant District At{orneys are m em bers of the Louisiana Districl Attorneys 
Retirem ent Syslem . GA SB requires certain disclosure for em ployers who m aintain 
retirem ent plans for their em ployees. A ll individuals al the District Attorn ey's o/lice 
arc com pensated by others who disclose the required retirem ent plan iaform atioll ill 
their separately issued financial statem ents. Both retirem ent plans m entioned above 
arc adm inistered am l coJltroJlcd by separate boards oflrtlslees. 

N O TE 6 LITIGA TION  

N O TE 7 

At ])ccember 31, 1998, there is no litigation pending against tile l)istricl Attorney 
that is susceptible to accrual in accordance w ith statem ents of l"inaucial Accounting 
Slalldards N o. 5. 

f~XI'EN1)ITURI~S OF TH E DISTRICT A TTORNE Y N O T IN CLUDEI) IN "IIIE 
FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

The accom panying financial stalem ents do not include certain expenditures of the 
l)istl'icl Attorney for the year ended Decem ber 31

, 1998, paid out of funds of the 
crim inal court, the St. Charles Parish Council, or directly by the State. The salaries 
of the l)istriet Attorney and the assistant District Attorneys are paid by the state and 
the St. (2harles Parish Council. The salaries of the off'ice staff arc paid by the St

. 

Charles Parish Council. Also, portions of rent, fl'inge benefits, Title 1V Program 
e~penses and various office expenses are paid or absorbed by tile St. Charles Parish 
Council. At l)ecem ber 31, 1998, tile am ount of tile expenses paid or absorbed by 
these other agencies has not been determ ined. 



 

D ISTR IC T A TTO RN E Y OF  TH E 
T W E N T Y-N IN TIt JU D ICIA L D IS TR IC T 

ST. CItARLES PARISI1, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO Y1NANCIAL STATEM ENTS (Continued) 

N O TE 8 77TLE IV-D PRO GRAM  

The l)istrict Attorney parlicipates i~l the United States Departm ent of lleallh and 
l lunm u Services Support Enforcem ent, Title 1V-I) Program , Calalog of Federal 
l)om cstic A ssistance N um ber 13.783. This program is funded by indirect assistance 
paym cnts, in the form of both incenlive paym ents and reim bursem ents of a portion 
of certain expenditures, received from the I.ouisiana ])epartm ent of Social Services. 
For tile year ended l)ccem ber 31, 1998, the 1)istricl Attorney for the Twenty-N inth 

JJ.ldJcial l)islric! expended $75,907 add $26,146 in roJmburseumnl and Jnccnlivc 
paym ents, respectively. The previous two funds, IV-D Reim bursenmnl and IV-D 
lncenlivc l,'tulds, were com bined iulo a newly created fired, Child Supporl 
l>,eim bursem ent Fund, during 1998. The District Attorney of tile Twenty-N inlh 

Judicial District expended $38,162 in 1998 for/,he Child Support Reimbm'scnlent 
Fund. "lhe reim bursem ent paym ents are reslricted by a form al agreem ent between 
the l)istrict Attorney and Departm ent of Social Services and includes a budget of 
expected expenditures for each fiscal year ending June 30. The District Attorney 
subm its reim bursem ent requests to tbe Departm ent of Social Services on a m onthly 
basis. 

There are no restrictions on how incentive paym ents m ay be expended, except as 
m ay be required by slate law , for any other funds of the District Attorney. l lowcver, 

these payments, as well as the reimbursement payments, may be su/!jecled to furlhcl 
review and audil by lhe fcderal gralllor agency. ProvJsiou has uoI been m ade in lhe 
financial statem ents for the reimbursem ent of any expenditures thai m ay be 
disallowed as a result of such a review or audit. 

A~O TE 9 A GEN CY F UND - SPECIAL ASSE T FORFEITURE FUNI) 

This fund accounts % r m onies and proceeds from the salc of property seized or 

obtained by judgment or settlement as a result of drug related activities. Monies 
deem ed to be unlbrfcitable are relurncd to tile person fl'om whom it was seized. 
W ilhdrawal of forl'efied funds can be lnade only upon order of the court 

Forfeited m oney in tile fired shall be dish'ibuted in order of priority as lbllow s 

(1) tor satisfaction of any bona fide security interes[ or lien 
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TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 
ST. CItA RLES PA RISIt, LO UINIANA 

NOTI!;S TO FINANCIAl, STATEM I';NTS (Continued) 

NOTE 9 AGENCY FUND - SPECIAL ASSET FORFEITURE FUND (Cont#tued) 

(2) Thereafter, for payment of all proper expenses of the proceedings tbr 
forfeiture and sale, including expenses of seizure, m aiulenance of custody, 
advertising, and court costs. 

(3) The remaining flmds will be allocated as lbllows 

(a) Sixty per ceut, thereof, Io the law enforcement agency or agencies 
m aking the seizure; such proceeds lo be used in drug law 
enforcem enl, including but not lim ited to reward program s 
established by such agencies. 

(b) Twenty per cent, thcrcof, to the criminal court fund of the applicable 
parish governm enl. 

(c) Twenty per cent, thereof, to any District Allomey's office Ihat 
employs attorneys who handle the forfeflure action lbr the slate. 

This shall be paid into the District Atlorncy's 12 per cent (general) 
fired to be used for public purposes including, but not lim ited to, use 
for prosecution, rewards, support and continuing legal education. 

Changes in the account are as follows 

Balance: January 1, 1998 $ 21,903 

Forfeitures reccivcd 
lnlcrest earned 

Reductions: 
Forfeitures return ed 
Forfeitures distributed 
M iscellaneous expenses 

45,338 
350 

45.688 

8,661 
31,890 
351 
40,902 

Balance: I)eeember 31, 1998 $ 26,689 
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TW EN TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 

ST. CIIARLES PARISH , LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM I';NTS (Continued) 

N O TE IO IN SURAN CE 

The Dislricl Attorn ey of lhe Twenly-N inth Jodicial Districl is exposed to risks o1" 
loss rclaled to physical dam age Io assets, errors and om issions, and cm ployce 

injurics. The District Altorney has purchascd commercial insurance coverage for 
each lypc of risk to which il is exposed. Scltlcm enls have no! excecded insurance 
coverage in any of the lhree proceedings years. 

N O TE 11 IArTERI;UND RI~CEIVA BLES AND PA IM BLES 

Such balances at l)ecem ber 31, 1998 were 

l/cceivable Payable 

General Fund $ 38,509 
Special Revenue Funds: 
Court Cost Fund $ 60,705 
Child Supporl 15,000 
Drug Enforcem ent 7,196 

$ 60,705 $ 60,705 

24 



S UP P L E M E N TA L S CH E D UL E S 

A N D  

IN F O R M A TIO N  SE C TIO N  



c~ o  
~r o  

w  

c~ 
Lo 

~n 

o o  

u~, 



,b 

,,,% 
F, 

z~ 

a. 

(o 

D 

w 

o 

8 o 

"E 

~ o ~  ~ o ~ o 



 

D IS TR IC T A TTOR N E Y O F  TH E  

TW E N TY-N IN TH  JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T 
$1: CltA R LES PA R ISH , L O UISIA N A 

YEA R 2000 D ISCL OSUR E 
D ecem ber 31, 1998 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing 
system s and other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the governm ent's 
operations as early as fiscal year 1999. 

The 1)istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
contracted w ith a com puter consultant in fiscal year 1998 for evaluation and assistance in 
developing a conlprehensive plan for updating their com puter system s and rclatcd 
software lbr year 2000 com pliance. Bascd on the evaluation, the D istrict Attorney of the 
Tw enty-N inth Judicial District, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana has replaced all of their 
com puter system s w ith new hardw are that is year 2000 com pliant. Testing and validation 
of new or upgraded software w ill be com pleted by D ecem ber 31, 1999. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Y ear 2000 issue, its effects and the success of 
related rem cdiation efforts will not bc fully determ inable until thc year 2000 and 
thereafter. M anagem ent cannot assure that the District Attorney of tlle Twenty-Ninth 
Judicial District, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana is or will bc Y ear 2000 ready, that thc 
District Altom cy of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles Parish, l.ouisiana's 
rem ediation efforts w ill be successful in whole or in part, or that the parties w ith whom 
the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Ninth Judicial District, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 
does business w ill bc year 2000 ready. 
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STAC~ i & C OM PANY, LLC  

R EPO R T O N C O M PLIA N CE AN D O N IN TER N A L C O N TR O L 
O V ER FINA N C IA L R EPO R TIN G BA SED O N A N A U D IT O F 
FINA N CIA L STA TEM EN TS PER FO R M ED IN A C C O R DA N CE 

W 1TIt GO VERNM EN T A UD 1T1N G STANDA RDS 

l lonorable I larry J. M orel, Jr. 
l)istrict Atlom ey of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District 
St. Charles Parish, l,ouisiana 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Twenty-N inth 
Judicial l)istrict, St. Charles Parish I,ouisiana as of and for the year ended l)ecem ber 31, 
1998, and have issued our report thereon dated M arch 16, 1999. W e conducted our audit 
in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards', issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the 1Jlfited Stales. 

C om l}lianee 
A s part of obtaiuing reasonable assurance about whclhcr tile D istrict Attorney of the 
Tw enty-N inth Judicial D istrict, St. Charles Parish Louisiana's financial statem ents are 
flee of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, coutracts and grants, noncom pliance wifl~ which could 
have a direct and m ate,'ial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. 

1 lowcver, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective 
of our audit and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tesls 
disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under 
Govermnent A uditi~N  Standards. 

I nternal C ontrol ()vet' Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the District Attorney of the Twenty- 
N inth Judicial District, St. Chm'les Parish Louisiana's intern al control over financial 
reporting in order lo determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of cxprcssing our 
opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial 
reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal contro l over financial 
reporting that m ight be a m aterial w eakness. 

207 LarAYe Avenue 
TtllBODaUX, LA 7030] 

PHonr (504) 447 7226 
Fax (504) 446 3032 
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1 lonorable I larry J. M orel, Jr. 
l)istriet Allorncy ofthc Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict 
St. Charles Parish lxm isiana 
Pagc 2 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the 
inlerna[ control components does not reduce, to a relalively low level, lbe risk lbal 
m isstalem enls in am ounts thal would be m aterial in relation 1o lhe financial slatem enls 
being audited, m ay occur and nol be detected within a thnely period by em ployees in the 
norm al course of perform ing lheir assigned functions. W e noted no m ailers involving lhc 
internal control ovm financial reporting and its operation that wc col~sider to be m aterial 

weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem enl, llowever, this report is a 

m altcr of public record and ils distribulion is nol lim iled. 

g) <G/..,,,j 

M arch 16, 1999 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 

STAGNI & C OMPANY, LLC 



I)ISTR1CT ATTO RNEY O F TIlE TW ENTY-NINTII JUDICIA L DISTRICT, 
ST. CIIARI,ES PA RISH , LO UISIANA 

Summary Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Y ear Ended December 31, 1998 

A . SUM M AR Y O F A U DIT R ESUI,TS 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the gencral-purpose financial 
slalem ents of lhe District Attorney of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial District, St. Charles 
Parish, Louisiana. 

2. N o reportable conditions relating to |he audit of lhc financial stalcm ents are reported in 
the Report on Com pliance and Internal Control over Financial Reporting, Based on an 
Audit of Financial Slaicm cnts in A ccordance with Government Auditing Standards. 

3. N o instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the District 
Attorney of the Twenly-N inlh Judicial District were disclosext during thc audit. 

There w ere no findings relating to the financial slatem cnts thai are rcquircd to be repori.cd in 
accordance with GAGA S. 
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