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Board of Direc tors 
Advocaw  Center 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
4769 ST. ROCH AVE. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122 

"tELEPHONE: (504) 288-0050 

NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

l have audiled tile accompan)ing statclneUl of financial position of tile Advocaw CeRIer (a non-profit 
corpo ration) as of September 30, 1998, and tile related slatements of activities, and cash flows for file year then ended . 
These filmncial statements arc tile respo nsibility of tim corporation's management. M y respoRsibilily is to expres s an 
opinion on these financial stateraeRtS based on my audit. 

1 conducted my audil ill accordance vdffi generally accepted  auditing slandards and Govel~lra lCl|t Auditing 
Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of file United  States. Those standards rcquire Ihat I plan and tx~rform file 
audit to obtain l~lsonablc assurallce  about whether tile financial slatements ale frcc of m aterial ulisSlalClneli[. All audil 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence  supporting the amounts and diselosra'es ill file financial statements. An audit 
also includes assessing tile aCCOURIiRg principles used and significant estiolales nlade by ulanageraenl, as well as 
evaluating the overall financial stalcraenl preseRtation. 1 believe that Ill)' audit provides a reasonable basis for nV opinion. 

Ill my opmioR, file financial slatcraeals referred to above prcsent fairly, ill all raaterial respects, the financial 
po sifioR of the Advocacy Center as of September 30, 1998, and fil e changes in its net assets and its cash flows for file year 
then ended ill conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles . 

M y audit was m ade for file purpose of forra ing all opinion on tile basic financial slateraenls of tile Advocac.v 
Center taken as a v& ole. The supplemental sched ules lisled  in file table of contents are presented for the purpose of 
addilioual analysis and are not a l~ luired part of file basic fnancial statements. Tim sched ule of expenditures of fed eral 
awards is required by tile U. S. Office of M anagcraenl and Budget Circular A-133, "Audits of States, laacal Gm ~m menls, 
and Non-Profit Organizations." Sucb information has bcen subjected to file auditing procedures applied ill file audil of tile 
basic financial statemenls and, ill my opinion, is fairly staled  ill all nmtefial r~stx~cls in relation to tile basic financial 
Staleluenls taken as a whole. 

Ill accordance widl Govcrranent Auditing Slal~ards, l have also issued ray report dated Dccerabcr 10, 1998, on 
my consideration of tile Advocacy Center's intern al control over financial repo rting and my test of its compliance with 
ce rtain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, aRd grants. 

New Ollcaus, Lx,luisiana 
December 10, 1998 

MEMBER 
American Institute of Gertified Public Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Certified Public Acco untants 



Cash 

ADVO CACY CENTER 

STATEM ENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

uvestmcnl securities (Notes A4 and B) 

Receivables 
Grants (N ote C) 
Other 

Prepaid expenses 

Property, furniture and eqaipmenl - at cost 
(Notes A6 and D) 
Total assets 

Septem ber 30,1998 

ASSETS 

$ 51,942 

12.727 

153,516 
1.951 

5,570 

$ 225~7~6 

TO TAL 
M EM O RANDUM  O NLY 
SEPTEM BER 30, 1997 

IJA BILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 

Accrued vested annual leave benefits 

Commitments (Note E) 
Total liabilities 

Net assets 
Unrestricted 
Tenlporarily restricted 
Total net assets 
Total liabilities and net assets 

$ 55,217 

88.712 

143.929 

22,026 
59,751 

81.777 
$ 225~7Q6 

The accolnpanying notes are an integral part of this financial statement 

4 

$ 132,82(} 

12.151 

128,209 
54 

10.105 

13,977 

$ 39,521 

78.837 

~18.358 

22,392 

_ __ 156~ 566 

_  178~958 

$=297,316 



REVENUE 
Grants 
Govenunental 
Foundations 
Inves|incnt income 
Contributions 
Unrcalizcd aplncciation on 
nmrkctablc securities 
Attorney fccs 
Other 
Net assets tclca~ d flora rcstt ictions 

TOTAl. RI';VI :N UI'.'S 

EXPENSES 
Salaries 
1:tinge bcncfils 
Travcl 
Opcraling scrviccs 
Contractual ~rviccs 
Oflicc supplies 
Other costs 
]iqui])nlcnt cxl)el/Ses 

'fO'l AI, EXPI".NSI';S 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

STATEM ENT O F ACTIVITIES 

For the year ended Selltember 3(I, 1998 

UNRESTRI(TrEI) 

2,526 
7fi48 

76 

698 
~ 37.748 
1~1 848 5=~96 

1,209,218 
242,384 
71,759 
231,023 
30,724 
21,114 
17,033 
25 707 

1,848,962 

TEM PO RARII,Y 
RESTRlfYFED 

25,445 
1,652 

~
< 

.]fl_ 3Z$~.g> 
< 96~8 J 5.> 

"|'OTA1 
M EM O RANI) 

FO R 2'liE YEAR 
ENI)ED 

EP] EM IIER 30. 1 

636,976 
76,686 
2,625 
%623 

76 
25,445 
2,350 

FOR Till,'. YEAR 
ENI)EII 

SEI'I'EM  BER 30.1997 

411 
000 
948 
858 

202 
141,864 
8,495 

1,751.781 __~1 786,778 

lnclcase <dccl casc> in net assets < 366> < 96,815> < 97.181 > 

Net assets, hcgim~ing of year _  2~ 392 

$ 22,026 

Thc accompanying 1/o1~; arc an inlcg~d part of lhis financial slalcmen 

_  15fifl66 

_$ 59,751 

178.958 

$ 81,77"/ 

40,881 

_ !38~077 

$ !78,958 



ADVO CACY CENTER 

STATEM ENT O F CASH FLOW S 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1998 

Increase (decrease) ill cash and cash exluivalents 

Cash flows fi'om operating activities 

Decrease in net assets 

Adjustmenls 1o reconcile decrease in nel assets to net 
cash used in operating activities: 

Depreciation 
Unrealized appreciation of investment 

securities 

Changes in assets and liabilities: 
Increase ill grants receivable 
Increase in other receivable 
Decrease in prepaid expenses 
hlcrease in accounts payable and accrued 

liabilities 
Increase ill accrued vested annnal 

anneal leave beneliis 

Net cash used in operating activities 

Cash flows from ilwcsting activities 
Purchase of iuveslment securities 

Net cash used in investing activities 

Net decrease in cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents, begin ning of year 

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 

$ 8,407 

< 76> 

< 25,307> 
< 1,897> 
10.105 

Tile accolnpanying notes are all inlegral part of this financial statenlent 

$ < 97,181> 

15,696 

9,875 _ .16,803 

< 80.378> 

< 500> 

< 80.878> 

_  1328,82020 

$ 51,942 



ADVOCACY CENTER 

NOTFS TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 

Septem ber 30, 1998 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A sum m ary of the significant accounting policics consistently applied in tile preparation of the 
acco mpanying financial statements follows: 

Nature of Aclivilies 

The Advocacy Center for the Elderly and disabled was organized to protect and advocate 
for the human and legal rights of persons living in Louisiana who are elderly or disablcd. 

The corporation's financial statements are presented in acco rdance with requireluents 

established  by the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) as set forth in the 
Slalemcnt of Financial Acco unting Standards No. 117, "Financial Statements of Not-For- 
Profit Organizations," dated Jnne 1993. Accordingly. the net assets of tile corpovation are 
reported in each of the following classes: (a) unrestricted net assets, (b) tempo rarily 
nureslrieted nel assets, and (c) permanently reslricled net assets. There are no pcrnlanently 
restricted net assets. 

Net assets of the restricled  class are created only by donor-inlposed reslrictions on their use 
All other net assets, including board-designaled or appropriated  amounts, are lcgall) 
unrestricted, and are reported as part of the unrestricted class. 

3. Revenue Recognition 

For fiuancial repo rting the corpo ration recognizes all contributed support as income in the 
period received. Contributed support is reported as unrestricted or tvstrieled depending on 
the existence of donor stipulations tha| lim it the use of tile support. W hen a donor 
restriction expires, thai is, when a stipulated  time reslriction ends or purpose restriction is 
accomplished, temporarily restricted net assets are classified to unrestricted net assets and 
repo rted in the statement of activity as "net assets released from restrictions". 

4. lnvestm enls 

Investments in m arkelable securities with readily determ inable fair vahles and al 
invcstmenls iu debt securities are reported at their fair values in the statement of finaneia 
posilion. Unrea lized gains and losses are included in lhe change in net assets. 



 

ADVO CACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

Septem ber 30, 1998 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - CONTINUED 

5. Receivables 

Tile corporation considers accounts receivable to be full), collectible since tile balance 
consisls principally of payments due under governmental conlracls. ]f amoonls due become 
uncollectible, they x~411 be charged (o operations when thai dctcrmiualion is made. 

Pronertv, Furniture and Eouit)m enI 

It is tile policy of tile corporation to capitalize all properly, fuluitnre, and equipment with 

all acquisition cost ill excess of $5,000. 

7, Cash Equivalents 

For purpose of the statem ent of cash flows, the corporation considers all highly liquid 
i lveslmcnls ill money markel fimds and demand deposits to be cash equivalents. 

8. Estim ates 

The preparation of financial slatcmenls ill conform ity with generally aceepled accounting 
principles requires m anagem ent to m ake eslimales and assumptions thai affect certain 
rcporled amounts and disclosures. Accordiftgly, actual results could differ from tl~cse 

eSliluatcs. 

9. Fail" Values of Financial Investm ents 

Cash, cash eqaivalcuts, and |Cluporary investments carr)'ing auloanls reported ill tile 
statelr~ertt of financial position approximate fair values because of the short malurities of 
those investments. The fair values of nlaJ~etable securities are based on quoted market 
prices for those or silnilar investments. 

Slatem ents- Overvi 

Total cohnuns are captioned "M elnorandum Only" to iudicalc that they are presented only 
lo assist with financial analysis. Dala in lhcse colunm s do not present financial position or 
changes ill net assets in col'd'onnity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither 

is such data comparable loa consolidation. 



A DVO CACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

Septem ber 30, 1998 

NOTE B - INVESTM ENT SECURITIES 

hw cstm enl sccurilies, at Seplcmber 30, 1998 consist of the following 

Governm ent Agency Obligations M utual Fund 
M orlgage Backed Securities M utual Fund 

Cost 

$ 966 
ltl,492 

$11+458 

Fair 
M arket 
Value 

$ 527 
12,200 

_$12,727 

The unrea li7.ed appreciation for tile year ended September 30, 1998 totaled $76, and tile uurcalizcd 
appreciation as of September 30, 1998 tolaled $1,269. 

NO TE C - G RANTS RECEIVA BLE 

Grants receivable at September 30, 1998 consist of tile following 

U. S. Department of Health and Hunmn Scrvices 
U. S. Departm cnl of Educalion 
l.ouisiana Governor's Office of Elderly Affairs 
Bossier Council on Aging, lnc. 
Calea sieu Parish Voluntary Council on Aging, Inc 
Allen Council on Aging, Inc. 
Jefferson Davis Council on Aging, Inc. 
Louisiana Bar Foundatioll 
Louisiana Dcparlmenl of Hea lth and Hospitals 
Louisiana DcparhnenI of Eduea lion 
Louisiana Deparlment of Juslice 
Louisiana Assislive Teclm ology Access Network 
National Easter Seal Socicly 
Texas Legal Sen,ice Center 

$ 8,126 
5,162 
18,576 
513 

3,102 
496 
104 

1,686 
7,888 
3,137 
76,384 
14,038 
4,598 

__  9,706 

~ 153,5!6 



ADVO CACY CENTER 

NO TES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

September 30, 1998 

NOTE D - PROPERTY, FURNITURE AND EQUIPM ENT 

Property, furniture and equipment at September 30, 1998 consists of the following 

Equipm ent 
Furniture and fixlnres 

less aeeulnulated depreciation 

$ 117,491 
23,357 
140.848 

<135,278> 

5~70 

Properly, furniture and equipm ent repre sents acquisitions of langible personal property wilh funds 
provided lo the corporation by the federal governmenl, agencies of the Slate of Louisiana, or 
unrcstricled  funds. The federal and slate government retains a reversionary iuteresl in Ihc capital 
assets acquired  with their funds. 

NO TE E - CO M M ITM ENTS 

The corporation leases offi ce space for its adnlinistrative offi ce in New Orleans and three branch 
locations in Lafayette, Baton Rouge, and Shreveport under noneaneellable agreemeuls accounted  
for as operating leases. The Ne:v Orleans, Lafayette, aud Shrevepozl leases expire April 3(1, 2003, 
FebruaJy 28, 1998, and December, 2000, respeclively. The Baton Rouge office is leased 111011111- 
to-month. 

Future u/iuilnUUl lease paynlenls are as follows 

Ycar ending Septeurber 3(1 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
thru 2003 

$ 87,840 
77,640 
70,720 
68,400 
39.900 

$344,500 

The rental expense for the year ended Seplcmber 30, 1998 lotaled $110,559 



ADVO CACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

NO TE F - FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 

Septem ber 30, 1998 

The functional expenses for tile year ended September 30, 1998 consist of the following: 

M auagcment and general 
Advocacy for tile people with 
disabilities and senior citizens 

NO TE G - RETIREM ENT PLAN 

$ 278,040 

1,570,922 
$ 1~848,% 2 

Tile Advocacy Center sponsors a defined contribution simplified elnployee pension plan covering 
all employees lwenty-one yea rs or older who have worked for lhe organization in al lea st three of 
the inuncdiatcly preceding five years and earned at least $327 ill ea ch year. The corporation 
dccidcs the am ount, if auything, to contribute each year |o the individual retirem ent accounts for 
tile eligible employees based on a percentage of annual compensation. The perce lllage, determ ined 
by' tile Board of Directors, was 3% or $25,920 for the year ended September 30, 1998. 

NO TE II - INCO M E TAXES 

The corporation is exempt from corporate income taxes under Scctiou 501(c)(3) of tile lnterna 
Revenue Code. 

NO TE I - BOARD O F DIRECTO RS' CO M PENSATION 

Tile Board of Directors is a voluntary board; lherefore, no conlpensafion has bee n paid to any 
nlenlber. 

NOTE J - FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAM S 

Tile Advoca cy Center participates ill a number of federally assisted programs. These program s are 
audiled ill accordance with the ~ c Audit Act Ainendments of 1996. Audits of prior years have 
not resulted ill ally disallowed costs; however, granlor agencies may provide for further 
examinalions. Based on prior experience, the corporatioifs management believes that ftm hcr 
exalninations would not result in ally significant disallowed costs. 



ADVO CACY CENTER 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 

Septem ber 30, 1998 

NO TE K - CO NCENTRATIO N O F CREDIT RISK 

The cash balances are adequately insured againsl possible loss. 

NO TE L - CORPORA TE NAM E CIIANG E 

Effeclivc April 6, 1998, tile corporation changed its name from Advocacy Center For tile Elderly 
and Disabled to Advocacy Ccnter. 

NO TE M  - ECO NO M IC DEPENDENCY 

Tbe Corporation received 'the majority of its revenue from funds provided tllrougb grants 
adulinistercd by tile federal government and tire Stale of Louisiana. The grant amounts are 
appropriated each )'ear by the federal and slate govern ments. If significant budget cuts arc nladc at 
lhe federal and/or slate level, the am ounl of the funds the corporation receives could be reduced 
significantly aud have an adverse impact on ils operations. At the lim e of completion of tire 
exalnillalion of tile corporation's financial stalenlents, nlanagouienl was }1ol aware of ally actions 
taken thai would adversely affect lhe amount of funds tile corporation will receive in ibe  next fiscal 
year. 

Tile corporation is supported primarily througll government grants. Approximately 93%  of the 
corporation support for the year ended September 30, 1998 came from government grants. 
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ADVO CACY CENTER 

SCI|EDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARDS 

U.S. DEPARTM ENT OF H EALTH 
AND IIUM AN SERVICES 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1998 

GRANT 
PERIOD 

FEDERAL TOTAL 
CFDA FEDERAl, 
INUM BER EXPENDITURES 

Protection omd Advocacy for the Developmentally 
I )is~abled 10/01197-09130/98 93.630 $ 504,908 

thotcction and Advocacy for Individuals ~4fl~ 
M ental Illness 

Pass through Govern or's Office of Elderly Aft'airs: 
Title 111 B Supporlive Services 

Ombudsman 
Canbudsman 
Olnbtldsnl[ln l.egal Assistance Progra m 
Onlbudsmai~ i.egal Assistance ProgJam 

Pass through nonplofit oiganizations: 
Plaquemines Council on Aging 
Plaquemines Council on Aging 
Cajun Area Agency on Aging, lnc. 
Cajun A1ca Agency on Aging, Inc. 
New Oileans Council on Aging, lllc. 
New Orleans Council on Aging, Inc. 
Calcasieu Parish Voluntary Council on Aging, Inc 
Calcasieu Parish Voluntary Council on Aging, Inc 
Bossicl Council on Aging, lnc 
Bossier Com~cil on Aging, Inc. 
Allen Council on Aging, lnc. 
Jefl'erson Davis Council on Aging, hm. 

0101197-09130/98 93.138 265,947 

07101197-06/30198 
07/01/98-06/30199 
07/01197-06/30/98 
07/01198-06/30199 

07101/97J3613019g 
07/01/98-06/30199 
07/01/97-06/30/98 
07101/98-06/30199 
07/(/1/97-06/30/98 
07/01/98-06/30/99 
07/01/97-12/31/97 
01/01/98-12/31/98 
07/01/97-06/30198 
07/01/98-06/30199 
07/01198-06/30/99 
07/01/98-06/30/99 

044 
044 
044 
044 

93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 
93.633 

67,833 
24,263 
50,250 
15.647 

2~64 
659 

26,089 
6,390 
29,742 
8,440 
10,092 
3,102 
2,963 
1,180 
909 

1,224 

Passcd through l,ouisiana Stale Planning 
Council on I)evclopmculal I)i~bilities: 
l)evelopmental Disabilities Basic Suppoit. 

And Advocacy Grants 09/01/97-06/30/98 93.630 9,750 

Passed through I,ouisiana Department of tlealth 
m~d t lumau 1 lospitals 

Community I.iving Ombudsman Program 11/01197-06130/98 93.630 

1 otal U.S. Dcpartmcnt oflleallh and 
}]lllllall Services 1.217,605 



ADVO CACY CENTER 

SCIIEDULE O F EXPENDITURES O F FEDERAL AW ARDS - CONTINUED 

U.S. DEPARTM ENT OF EDUCATION 

Client Assistance 1)rogram 

PJoleclion and Advocacy Fornmla Grant 

Pass through 1,ouisiana Assistivc Technology 
Access Network: 
Technology - ]),elated Assistance for 

Individuals with Disabilities 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1998 

GRANT 
FEDERAL TOTAL 
CFDA FEDERAL 
NUM BER EXPENDITURES 

0/01/97-09/30/98 84.161A 

0/01/97-09/30/98 84.240A 

09101197-08131/98 
09/(11/98-08/31 t99 

84.224A 
84.224A 

Pass through l.ouisiana I)epartment of Education 
II)EA 1 )iscretionaly Gzant 07101/97-06130/98 84.18 

Total U S. l)eparhncnt of Education 

Total Fcdcial Awards 

NOTES TO SCItEDUI.E O F EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARDS 

flail 

$ 151,648 

196,329 

65,328 
4.609 

6,5.64 

42~4 478 

1,642,083 

The accomp,'mying Schcdulc of Expenditures of Federal Awards has been prepared on the accrual basis of accounting Grant revenues 
axe recorded, for financial reporting purposes, when Advocacy Center has met the cost of reimbm sement oi funding qualifications Jbr the 
respective grallts. 



 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
4769 ST, ROCN AVE. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70122 

TELEPHONE: (504) 288-0050 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROl, 
OVER FINANCIA L REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT O F FINANCIAl, 

STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE 
W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Board of Direc tors 
Advocacy Center 

I have audited  tile financial slatements of tile Advocacy Center as of and for tile year ended 
Septclnbe r 30, ]998, and have issued my report thereon dated December 10, 1998. 1 conducted  lily audil 
in accordance wilh generally accepted  auditing standards and the standards applicable lo fiuaneial audits 
contained  ill Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of tbe  United Statcs. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance aboul wbe ther tile Advoc acy Ccnlcr's financial 
statements are free of m aterial m isstalem ent, 1 performed test of its compliance with certaiR provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effccl 
on the determ ination of financial statem ent amonnts. However, providing all opinion on compliance with 

lhosc provisions was nol an objective of my audit and, accordingly, 1 do nol express such an opinion. The 
rcsulls of my tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that arc required  lo be reported under 

men] Andilin 

Internal Control Over Financial Renortine 

In planning and perform ing my audit 1 considered the Advocacy Center's internal control over 
financial repo rting in order to determine my auditing proc edures for lhe purpose of expressing my opinioll 
on tire finalicial stalem cnls and not to provide assurance on the internal conlrol over financial reporting. 
M y cousideration of the internal control over financial repo rting would not nec essarily disclose all m ailers 
ill tile internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial x~eakocsscs. A m aterial ~ akncss is 
a condition in which lhc design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does ROt 
reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to 
the financial stalealents be ing audited my occur and not be detected within a timely period by enrploycrs 
in Ihc norm al course of performing fircir assigned  functions. 1 noted  no m atters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for tile infornmtion of 
awarding agencies and pass-through entities. However, 
distribution is not limited. 

Ncw Orleans, Louisiana 
Deccmber 10, 1998 

the audit comnlilteo, nlanagelnenl and federal 
this report is a m atter of public record, and its 

MEMBER 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Cerlified Public Accountants 



 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
476e ~T. ROCht AVE. N~W  OnLEAN~, LOUI~t AN,Ik 70~22 

TELEPHONE: (504) 288-0050 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITIt REQUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE 
TO EACH M AJO R PRO G RAM  AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
COM PLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE W ITII OM B CIRCULAR A-133 

Board of Directors 
Advocacy Center 

Com pliance 

I have audited tile compliance of tile Advocacy Center with tile types of compliance requirements 
described in lhe "U. S. Office of M anagcmenl and Budget (OM B) Circular A-133 Compliance 
Supplemenf' that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended September 30, 
1998. Advocacy Center's major federal programs arc identified in lhc summary of audilor's resulls 
section of tile accom panying schedule of findings and questioned  costs. Compliance with the 
requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to each of its major federal programs is 
the responsibility of the Advocacy Center's management. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on 
the Advocacy Center's com pliance based on my audit. 

1 conducted  my audit of com pliance in accordance wilh generally accepted auditing slandards; 
tile standards applicable to financial audits contained in (3ovcrnment Auditing Standards. issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States; and OM B Circular A-133, "Audits of tile States, Local 
Govcrulnents, Non-Profit Organizations." Those standards and OM B Circular A-133 require thai I plan 
and perfornt tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the typ es of 
Colupliance requirements referred to above that collld have a direct and material effect on a major federal 
program occurred . An audit inclndes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence about Advoca~' Center's 
compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures as ] considered nec essary in 
the circumslaoces. I believe thal my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. M y audit does not 
provide a legal delerm ioatioo on the Advocacy Center's cm opliaoec  wilh lhose requirements. 

In my opinion, Advocacy Center complied, in all material respects, with the requirements 
referred to above that arc applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended September 
30. 1998. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reoortin~, 

~Ihc managemenl of tile Advocacy Center is responsible for eslablishing and maintaining 
effective internal control over compliance  wilh requirem ents of laws, regulations, contracts and grants 
applicable to federal program s. In planniug and perform ing my audit, l considered  the Advocacy Center's 
internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a nmjor 
federal program in order to determine my auditing procedures for lhe propose of expressing my opinion 
on eofapliaocc and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OM B 
Circular A-133. 

MEMBER 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants * Society of Louisiana Certified P

ublic Accountants 



Circular A-133 

M y consideration of the in~ernal control over compliance would not necessarily disclose all 
m atters in the internal control that m ight be material weaknesses. A m aterial wea kness is a condition in 
which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control COUlponculs does not reduce to a 
rclalively low level the risk that noncompliance with applicable requircnmnls of Jaws

, regulations, 
conlracls and grams that would be nmlerial in relation to a major federal program being audited may 
occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of perform ing Iheir 
assigned tim ctions. 1 noted no matters involviug the iuternal control over compliance and its opcralion 
that I consider to be material weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the im"ormation of 
awarding agencies and pass-lhrongb chillies. However, 
distribution is not limited. 

New Orleans, l,ouisiana 
December 10. 1998 

the audit com mittee, m anagem ent aud federal 
ll~is reporl is a m ailer of public record, and its 
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ADVOCACY CENTER 

SCllEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1998 

SUM M ARY OF THE AUDITOR'S REPORT 

3 

5. 

6. 

An unqualified  opinion was issued on file financial statements of the auditec. 

The stalemenl thai reportable conditions in internal control were disclosed by file audit of the 
financial statements and whether an)' such conditions were m aterial weaknesses is not applicable. 

The audit disclosed no instances of noncom pliance lhat were m aterial to the financial statcments 
of the audits. 

The statement that reportable conditions iu internal control over major programs were disclosed 
by the audit and whether any such conditions were material weaknesses is not applicable. 

An unqualified opinion was issued on eolnplianee for major programs. 

The audit disclosed no findings which are required to be rcporled under Seclion 510(a) of 
Circular A-133. 

Major programs for the fiscal 3'ear ended June 30, 1998 were 

U. S. Deparlmenl of Health and Human Services 
Protection and Advocacy for the 
Developmentally Disabled (CFDA #93.630) 

Passed Ihrough Louisiana Departmenl of lleallh 
and Hospital's 
Community Living Ombodsmau Program (CFDA #93.630) 

Passed through Lonisiana State Planning Council 
on Developmental Disabilities: 
Developmenl Disabilities Basic Support 
and Advocacy Grant (CFDA# 93.630) 

8. The dollar Ihreshold used to distinguish between Type A and Type B programs was $300,000 

The aadilee qualified as a low-risk auditec 



ADVO CACY CENTER 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - CONTINUED 

For the year ended Septem ber 30, 1998 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS RELATED TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

There were no findings relaled to lhe financial statements for tile year ended September 30, 1998 

SCH EDULE OF FINDINGS AND OUESTIONED COSTS RELATED TO FEDERAL AW ARDS 

q'berc were no ilem s identified  in lhe course of our lesting during lhc currenl year required to be rcporlcd 



 

ADVOCACY CENTER 

STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS 

For the year ended June 30, 1998 

There "a,ele no prior year audit findings. 


