
 



JA CKSON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, I~ uisiana 

General Pt, rpose Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for the Year Ended  

Jtme 30, 1999 
W ith Supplem e,ltal Information Schedules 

Independent Auditor's R eport 

G eneral Purpose Financial Statem ents: 

C O N T E N T S 

Com bined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types 
and Account G roups 

Goverum ental Fund Type - General Fund - 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP 
Basis) and Actual: 

For lhe Year Euded  June 30, 1999 

For the Year Ended  June 30, 1998 

N otes Io lhe Financial Statem enls 

Supplem ental Inform ation Schedules - 
Fiduciary Fund Type - Agency Funds: 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in 
U nsettled D eposils D ue to Others 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

For the Year Ended June 30. 1998 

Year 2000 ]ssue (tmaudited ) 

Statem enl Page No 

3 

A 

B 7 

C 8 

9 

Schedule Page No. 

21 

22 

23 



JA CK SON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Conlenls, June 30, 1999 

C O N T E N T S (CONTD.) 

Independent Auditor's R eports R equired by 
Govelnm ent Auditbtg Standards: 

Report on Com pliance and Internal Control 
over Financial Reporling 

Schedule of Findings and Questionezl Costs 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 

Corrective Action Plan 

2 

Page N o. 

25 

27 

28 



CER]IFI~D pUIILIC ACCOUNTAN~ 

M EM BER AM ERICAN 

NSTITUTE OF C ERTIFIED 

PUBI_IC A CCOUNTA NTS 

~ IETY OF LOUISIANA 

C IZRTI FI ED PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTANTS 

P RACTICE~ L IM ITED TO 

G OVERN M ENTAL 

AGCOUNIING, AUDIIlNG 

| 16 PROFESSIONAL D RIVE 

~VEST M ONROE, 

LOUISIA NA 7 t29| 

PHONE 318.325.212 

TOLl_ FREE LOUISIANA 

1.800.541 ,~020 

FAX 3 1EI.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's Report 

H ON ORABLE AN N W ALSW ORTH 
JACKSON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Jackson Parish Clerk of 
Courl, a com ponent unit of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1999, and 
for the two years then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purp ose 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Jackson Parish Clerk of Court's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purp ose 
financial stalem ents based on m y andit. 

I conducted  m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted  anditing standards aed  
Government Auditing Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United  
Stales. Those standards reqnire that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance abonl whether the general pnrp ose financial statem ents are free of m alerial 
m isstatem ent. An audit inclndes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting lhe 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used  and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evahmting the overall general pnrp ose financial stalem ent 
presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for nay opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Jackson Parish Clerk of 
Court as of June 30, 1999, and the results of its operations for lhe two years then 
ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

M y audit was m ade for the purpose of form iug an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental infonnation schedules listed  
in the table of contents are presented  for the purp ose of additional analysis and are not 
a required  part of the general purpose financial statem ents of the Jackson Parish Clerk 
of Court. Such inform alion, except for the schexlule on lhe year 2000 issue which is 

marked unaudited, has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the general purp ose financial statem ents and, in m y opinion, is fairly presented in 
all m aterial respects in relation to the general purp ose financial statem ents taken as a 
whole. 



H ON ORA BLE AN N W ALSW ORTH 
JACK SON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

Jonesboro, Louisiana 
Independent Auditor's Report, 
June 30, 1999 

The year 2000 supplenlenlary information on page 23 is supplem entary information required  by tile 
Govem m enlal Accounting Standards Board. I have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted  
principally of inquiries of m anagem enl regarding the m ethods of m easurem ent and presenlalion of lhe 
Year 2000 supplem entary information. H owever, I did not audit the inform ation and do not express an 
opinion on it. In addition, I do not provide assurance that the Jackson Parish Clerk of Court is or will 
be year 2000 com pliant, that the Jackson Parish Clerk of Court's rem ediation efforts will be successfid 
in whole or in part, or that parties with which the Jackson Parish Clerk of Courl does business are or will 
becom e year 2000 com pliant. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued report a dated December 29, 
1999, on the Jackson Parish Clerk of Court's com pliance with laws, regulations, and contracts, and m y 
consideration of the agency's intern al control. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
D ecelnber 29, 1999 
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JACKSON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL AND 
COURT REPORq'ER SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, m~d 
Chmlges in Fund Balm~ce - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999 

REVENUES 
Licenses and permits - lnarriage 
lnlergovernmeut,al revenues 
Federal grant 
State funds - clerks supplemental 
conlpensation 

Fees, charges, and com m issions 
for services: 
Court costs, fees, aud charges 
Fee s for recording legal documents 
Fees for certified copies of documents 
Olher fees, charges, etc. 

Use of money and property - 
interest earnings 

M iscellaneous 
3'o~al revenues 

Slalem ent B 

COURT REPORTER 
GENERAL FUND SPECIAL REVENUE FUND... 

VARIANCE VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE FAVORABLE 

BUDGET ACTUAL .(.UNFAVORABLE} BUt)GET ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE) 

$3,500 $3,775 

34,000 34,306 

11,000 11,825 

119,000 
100,000 
20,000 
17.800 

13,300 
49,000 
367 ~600 

24,053 
13,255 
23,231 
54.447 

19,135 

._ .J_11,760 
395~787 

EXPENDITURES 
General government - judieiah 
Cu trent: 
Personal services and related  benefits 212,400 215,209 
Operating services 30,600 57,499 
M aterials and supplies 5,000 9,625 
Travel and other charges 28,116 30,904 

Capital outlay 55,500 48 1_108_08
-  

Tolal expenditures 331)616 361j345 

$275 

306 

825 

5,053 
13,255 
3,231 
36,647 $12,000 $11,753 ($247) 

5,835 

_  (37,240) 
28,187 12)000 11,753 (247) 

(2,809) 9,700 
(26,899) 
(4,625) 
(2,788) 1,200 
7.392 

9,610 

1,074 

_  (29,729) 10)900 10,684 

EXCESS 0)efieieney) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENI)ITURES 35,984 34,442 (1,542) 1,100 

FUND BALANCE AT 
BEG INNING O F YEAR 278,164 278.164 2,877 

26 

216 

(31) 

2,877 

FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR $33,590 '3~ 2,606 _ $276,622 $1,100 $3,946 $2,846 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

JACKSON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL AND 
COURT REPORTER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNI) 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Chmlges in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Euded June 30, 1998 

REVENUES 
Licellses and permits - m arriage 
]nlergovernmental rc.vcutle - state funds - 
clerks supplemental compensation 

Fces, charges, and comm issious for services 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies of documents 
Olher fees, charges, etc. 

Use of money and property - 
interesl earnings 

M iscellaneous 
Total reveuues 

EXI'ENDITURES 

Geueral government - judicial: 
Currelll; 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

Slalcm enl C 

COURT REPORTER 
GENERAL FUND SPECIAL REVENUE FUND... 

VARIANCE VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE FAVORABLE 

BUDGE.~ T ACTUA[.._.__a., (UNFAVORABI~E) BUt)GET ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE/ 

$3,500 

11.000 

20,400 
26,000 

29,000 
14.000 

13,000 
19~000 

335.900 

239,900 
40,850 
5,000 
33,516 
31,000 
350.266 

$3,525 

11.325 

21,797 
42,063 

26,779 
30,206 

$25 

325 

1,397 
16,063 

(2,221) 
16,206 $11,800 $11,955 $155 

14,262 1,262 

8,288 (10,712) 
358 245 22,345 

207,243 
41,685 
22,238 
21,605 
5

_ ___~_~656__ 
298,42L  

32,657 

(835) 
(17,238) 
11,911 
25.344 

9,600 12,624 (3,024) 

1,180 1,300 020) 

51,839 10,780 13,924 (3,144) 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES (14,366) 59,818 74,184 1,020 (1,969) (2,989) 

FUND BALANCE AT 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE AT EN D OF YEAR 

218 346 218 346 4,846 

~ 4_. $292,530 $1,020 $2,g77 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

4.846 

$1,857 



JA CK SON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Two Years Ended June 30, 1999 

SUM M ARY O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UN TING  PO LICIES 

A s provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of coma 
serves as tile ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other duties and powers providexl by law . The clerk of courl is electexl for a term of four years. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

As the govern ing authority of the parish, for reporting pnrposes, the Jackson Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Jackson Parish. The financial reporting 

entity consists of(a)theprimary govennnent (police jury), (b) organizations for which 
the primary government is financially accountable, and (c)other organizations for 
which the nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary govern m ent are 
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading 
or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
crileria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Jackson 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a 
potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body 
and; 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or; 

The potential for the organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or impose spec ific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 



JACK SON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Stalemenls (Continued ) 

3 Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of the nature or significance of tile relationship. 

Because tile police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which tile 
clerk's office is located, the clerk was determ ined  to be a component unit of the Jackson 
Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. Tile accompanying financial statem ents 
presenl information only on the funds nm intained by the clerk and do not present 

information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or the other govern m ental units that comprise the financial reporling 
entity. 

B. I~q3N D ACCO UN TIN G 

The clerk of court uses fnnds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and tile restdts of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain 
govern m ent fim ctions or activities. 

A fired is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed  to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) that are 
not recorded  in tile "funds" because they do not direc tly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concern ed only w ith the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not with lhe m easurelnent of results of operations. 

Funds are classified  into three categories; govern m ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn , is divided  into separate "fired types". Governm ental funds are 
used to account for a govern m ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of serv ices to the public as opposed  to proprietary fimds where tile focus of 
attention is on rec overing the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use of only governm ental 
and fiduciary fim ds. The govem m enlal and fiduciary fire d types used  by tile clerk are 
described as follow s: 

10- 



JACKSON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G overnm ental Fund Type: 

G eneral Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Lo uisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is tile principal fund of the clerk of court and is used  to account for 
the ol)erations of the clerk' s office. The various fees and charges due to the 
clerk's office are accounted for in this fnnd. General operating 

expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Court R eport er Special R evenne Fnnd 

Tile Courl Reporler Special Revenue Fund, as provided by 
Lo uisiana Revised  Statute 13:973 accounts for costs im posed by the Second 
Judicial D istrict Court and is used for lhe paym ent of the court reporler. 

Fiduciary Fund Type - Agency l~ nds 

The Advance D eposit, Registry of Court, and Judicial Expense 
agency funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for others. 

Agency fimds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not 
involve m easurem ent of results of operations. 

C . FIXED A SSETS AN D 
LO N G -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Fixed assets used  in governmental fired type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted  for 
in |he general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. General fixed assets provided  

by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed assets account group. Approximately 89 per 
cent of fixed  assets are based on actual historical costs while the rem aining 11 per cent are valued  at 
estim ated  historical costs based  on the actual costs of like item s. N o depreciation has been provided  on 
general fixed assets. 

Long-term obligations (compensated  absences) expec ted to be financed  from the General Fund are 
accounted for in the general long-term obligations accounl group rather than in the General Fund. Lo ng- 
term obligations are recognized  as current expenditures when they are actually paid. 



JA CK SON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

D . BASIS O F ACCOUNTIN G 

Tile financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fi, nd is determined by its m easurem ent focus. A ll 
govern m ental fim ds are accounted for using a cvrrent financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this 
m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are inch, ded on the balauce sheet. 

Operating statements for these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and 
decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Tile m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all govern m ental and fidvciary fired 
types. U nder the m odified  accnml basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to 
accnlal (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). "M easurable" means the anlouul of the 
transactiou can be determ ined and "available" m eans collectible w ithin the cvrrent period or soon enough 
thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses the follow ing 
practices in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and 
other fees, charges, and com m issions for services are rec orded  in the year 
in which they are earn ed. 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is rec orded when the tim e deposits 
have m atured and the incom e is available. 

Substantially all other revenues are recognized when received by tile 

clerk of court. 

Based on tile above criteria, recordings, cancellations, court 
attendance, crim inal costs, and charges and com nfissions for services are 
treated as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expeuditures are generally recognized tinder the m odified  accnla 
basis of accounting when tile related fired liability is incurred . 

- 12- 



JACK SON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

BUD G ET I'R ACTICES 

A proposed budget, prepared  on the m odified  accrual basis, is published  in tile 

official journal at least tell days prior to a public hearing. Tile public heating is held at tile 
clerk's office during the m onth of June for com m ents from taxpayers. The proposed  
budget is then legally adopted  by the clerk and amended  during the year as necessary. 

Budgets are established and controlled by the clerk at the object level of expenditure. 
Appropriations lapse at year-end and m usl be reappropriated  for the following year to be 
expended . 

Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
the year. Budgeted  am ounts included in the accompanying financial statem ent include the 
original adopted  budget am olmts and all subsequent am endm enls. 

CASH AND CASIt EQUIVALENTS 

U nder slate law , the clerk m ay deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized  
under the law s of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or Ihe 
law s of the U ntied  States. The clerk m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits of state 
banks organized  under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in 

Louisiana. At June 30, 1999, the clerk has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) 
lotaling $611,461 as follows: 

D em and deposits 
Tim e deposits 
Pelty cash 

Total 

$378,435 
232,876 

150 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates m arket. Under state law , 
these deposits, or the resulling bank balances, m ust be fully secured  by fed eral deposit 
insurance or the pled ge of securities owned  by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of 
the pled ged  sec urities plus the fed eral deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount 
on deposit wilh the fiscal agent bank. The securities are held in the nam e of the pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

Cash and cash eq uivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1999, are secured  as follows: 



JACKSON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
Pled ged securities 

Total 

$647,492 
726.143 

Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather than in the nam e of the clerk, they are considered  uncollateralized  

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revised  Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory rexluirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pled ged  securities within 10 days of being notified  by the clerk that lhe fiscal 
agent has failed  to pay deposited fimds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 states that 
securities held by a third party shall be dee med  to be held in the clerk's name. 

G . VACATIO N AND SICK LEAVE 

A ll employees of the clerk of court's office earn  from two to three wee ks of 
vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. All em ployees of the clerk's 
office earn  five days of sick leave annually. Vacation leave m ust be taken during the year 
earnexl. Sick leave m ay be accnm ulatext up to a m axim um of thirty days. Upon 
tem fination of employment, employees are paid for accumulated  sick leave at their current 
rate of pay. 

At June 30, 1999, employees had accumulated and vested  $2,241 in sick leave 
benefits, which is included in general long-term obligations in the accompanying financial 
statem ents. The cost of leave privileges is recognized  as a current yea r expenditure when 
leave is actually taken or when em ployees are paid for accrued  sick leave upon separation 
of em ploym ent. 

It. TO TAL CO LUM N O N TH E 
BALAN CE SH EET 

The total cohmm on the balance sheet is captioned  M emorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate that i! is presented  only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this eohmm  does 
not present financial position in conform ity with generally accepted  accounting principles. 
N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. Inteffund elim inations have not bee n 
m ade in lhe aggregalion of this data. 



JACKSON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

Jonesboro, Lot, isiana 
Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

2. RECEIVABLES 

The General Fund receivables of $10,293 at June 30, 1999, are as follows 

Class of receivables 
Fees, charges, and colnm issions for services 

Court cosls, fees, and charges 
Fee s for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies of documents 

CIIAN G ES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in office furn ishings and extuitnnent follows 

Balance at July 1, 1997 
Additions: 

June 30, 1998 
June 30, 1999 

D eletions: 
June 30, 1998 
Joue 30, 1999 

Balance at June 30, 1999 

4. CItANG ES IN  GENERAL LON G -TERM  O BIAG ATION S 

$3,846 
4,676 
1,771 

~ ,293 

$157,800 

3,458 
33,781 

(671) 

The following is a summary of long-term obligation transactions (compensatory time) for the year 

ended June 30, 1999: 

Long-lerm obligations (compensatory time) at July 1, 1997 
Additions: 

June 30, 1998 
June 30, 1999 

D eductions: 
June 30, 1998 
June 30, 1999 

Adjuslments 
Loug-lerm obligations at June 30, 1999 

The adjustment for colnpensatext absences is due lo salary increases 

15- 

$3,731 

3,284 
3,667 

(4,334) 
(4,628) 
521 

$2,24! 



JACK SON PARISH  CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

5. PENSIO N PLAN  

Substantially all employees of the Jackson Parish Clerk of Court are m em bers of the Louisiana 

Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined  benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of tra stees. 

All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employm ent are required 
to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 yea rs of credited  
service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited  service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that 
produce the highest average. Employees who term iuale with at least 12 years of service and do not 
w ithdraw their employee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued  to 
their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established  
or am ended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents 
and required  suppleu~entary information for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to the 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Suite B I, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary 
and the Jackson Parish Clerk of Court is required  to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The 
current rate is 11 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourlh 

of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orlea ns Parish) of the taxes shown to be collec tible by the tax 
rolls of each parish. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the Jackson Parish Clerk of 
Court are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 

11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each 
year based  on the resnlts of the vahmtion for the prior fiscal year. The Jackson Parish Clerk of Court's 

contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1999, 1998, and 1997, were $16,427, $15,907, 
and $15,490, respec tively, equal to the required  contributions for each year. 

PO ST RETIR EM ENT BENEFITS 

The .lackson Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care and life insurance benefits for 
retired em ployees. Substantially all of the clerk's elnployees becom e eligible for these benefits if they 
reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active em ployees are provided through an insurance colnpany whose m onthly prem ium s are 

16- 



JA CK SON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

paid jointly by the employee and the clerk of court, The clerk of COull recognizes the cost of providing 
these benefits (the clerk's cost of premiunls) as an expenditure when the premiums are due, which was 
$17,918 for tile year ended  June 30, 1999 and $21,261 for the year ended June 30, 1998. Of these 
amounts, $2,402 and $2,386 were for retiree benefits. 

CH AN GES IN AG ENCY FUND BALAN CES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund balances due to others follow s 

Balance at July 1, 1997 
Addilions: 

June 30, 1998 
June 30, 1999 

D eletions: 
June 30, 1998 
June 30. 1999 

Balance at June 30, 1999 

IATIG ATIO N AND  CLAIM S 

Advance Registry Judicial 
Deposil of Court Expense 
Fund Fund Fund Total 

$63,857 $111,144 $438 $175,439 

269,002 
239,057 

(220,349) 
(198,142_.). 

ff153,425 

44,168 
83,645 

(45,653) 
(47,579) 

$145,725 

11,040 
10,905 

(11,130) 
(10,785) 

$468 

324,210 
333,607 

(277,132) 
(256,506) 

$299,618 

Tile Jackson Parish Clerk of Court is not involved  in any litigation at June 30, 1999, nor is she 
aware of any nnasserted claim s. 

EX PEND ITUR ES O F TIlE CLERK  O F CO UR T 
PAIl) BY TIlE PARISH POLICE JURY 

Tile Jackson Parish Clerk of Court's offi ce is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of 
m aintaining and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid by 
the Jackson Parish Police Jury. 
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JA CKSON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM EN TA L IN FORM A TIO N SCH ED U LF, S 
A s of and for the Two Years _Ended June 30, 1999 

FIDU CIARY FUN D TYPE - A GEN CY FUN D S 

ADVAN CE I)EPO SIT FUND  

The Advance D eposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, acconnts for 
advance deposits oil suits filed  by litigants. The advances are refimdable to the litigants after all costs 
have been paid. 

REG ISTRY O F CO UR T FUN I) 

Tile Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Lonisiana Revised Statute 13:475, acconnts for fim ds 

which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been rendered in courl litigation. 
W ithdrawals of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 

JUI)ICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

The Judicial Expense Fund, as provided  by Louisiana Revised Statvte 13:996.49, accounts for 
flm ds collected  on certain civil and crim inal proceed ings brought before the Second Jed icial D istrict 
Court. The fimds are used  to pay all or part of the costs incurred  for the efficient operation of the corn1. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

JA CKSON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, l.ouisiana 

FIDU CIARY FU ND TYPE - AGEN CY FU ND S 

Combining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1999 

IJABIlj'I'IES 
D ue 1o General Fund 
U nsellled deposits due lo others 

TOTAL IJABILITIES 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUND 

REGISTRY 
OF COURT 
FUND 

JUDICIAL 
EXPENSE 
FUND 

Schedule 1 

$242,653 $145,725 $540 $388,918 

$89,228 
153.425 $145,725 

$72 $89,300 
468 299.618 



 

JA CKSON PARISH CLERI <: OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in 
U nsettled D eposits D ue to Others 
For tile Year Ended June 30, 1999 

UNSETTLED DEPO SITS AT JUN E 30, 1998 

AD D ITIO N S 
D eposits - suits and successions 
Interest earn ed on investm ents 
Olher addilions 
Total additions 
Total 

REDU CTIO N S 
Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Setllem ents to liliganls 
Appraiser, c.urators, and keepers 
Stenographer's fees 
Jackson Parish Sheriff's fee s 
Other sheriff 's fees 

Other fees 
Other reductions 
Total reductions 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUND 

REGISTRY 
OF COURT 
FUND 

Schedule 2 

JUDICIAL 
EXPENSE 
FUND TOTAL 

$112,510 $109,659 $348 $222,517 

213,857 

25,200 
239,057 
351,567 

102,653 
28,914 
3,580 
11,943 
17,357 
8,934 

1,295 
23,466 

81,035 
2,610 

83,645 
193.304 

10,905 
10,905 
11,253 

294,892 
2,610 
36,105 
333,607 
556.124 

1,079 103,732 
47,579 76,493 

3,580 
11,943 
17,357 
8,934 
1,295 

9.706 33.172 
198,142 47,579 10.785 256.506 

UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT June30, 1999 $153,425 $145,725 $468 $299
,618 
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JA CK SON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

FID U CIARY FUN D TYPE - AGEN CY FUN D S 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in 
U nsettled D eposits D ue to Others 
For the Year Ended  June 30, 1998 

UNSETTLE1) DEPO SITS AT JUN E 30, 1997 

ADDITIONS 
D eposits - suits and successions 
hlteresl earn ed  on investm ents 
Other additions 

Total additions 
Total 

R EDU CTIO N S 

Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Settlem ents 1o litigants 
Appraiser, curators, and keepers 
Slenographer's fees 
Jackson Parish Sheriff's fees 
Olher sheriff's fees 
Other fees 
Other reductions 
Total reductions 

Schedule3 

ADVANCE REGISTRY JUDICIAL 
DEPOSIT OF COURT EXPENSE 
FUND FUND FUND TOTAl. 

$63,857 $111,144 $438 $175,439 

268,502 

50O 
269.002 

41,328 
2,840 

11.040 
44.168 11.040 

332.859 155.312 11.478 

101,131 
28,100 
3,415 
11,865 
21,057 
10,817 
20,281 
23.683 

29 
45,624 

1,113 

10.017 

309,830 
2,840 
11,540 

324,210 
499.649 

102,273 
73,724 
3,415 
11,865 
21,057 
10,817 
20,281 
33.700 

220.349 45.653 11.130 277.132 

UNSETTI,ED DEPOSITS AT June 30, 1998 $112,510 $109,659 $348 $222,517 
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JA CKSON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCH EDU LE 
A s of and For the Two Years Ended June 30, 1999 

YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Unaudited) 

Schedule 4 

The year 2000 issue is the result of sllortcom ings in many electronic data processing system s and 
other electronic equipm ent thai m ay adversely affect the govern m ent's operations as early as fiscal year 
1999. Tile Jackson Parish Clerk of Court has compleled an inventory of computer system s that m ay be 
affeclext by tile year 2000 issue and that are critical to conducting operations of the clerk's office. The 
clerk has identified the following systcln requiring 2000 rem extiation; a financial reporting system . All 
lesting and validalion of this system has been performed. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of relatexl 
rem extiation efforts w ill not be fully determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagem ent cannot 
assure that the clerk is or will be Year 2000 ready, that the clerk's rem ediation efforts will be suee essfid 
in whole or parl, or that parties with whom the clerk does business will be year 2000 ready. 
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Independent Auditorfs R eports R equired 

by Governm ent Auditing Standards 

Tile following independent auditor's report on compliance and intern al control over financial 
reporting is presented in com pliance with the requirem ents of Government Auditing Standards issueA by 
ll~e Com plroller General of file U nited States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by lhe 
Society of Louisiana Cerlified Public Accountants and lhe Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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CER] IFI ED p~BLIC ACCOUN~AN~ 

M EM BER A M ERICAN 

NSTITUT~ O F C ERTIFIED 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

~ IETY O F LOUISIA NA 

C: EBTIFIED PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTANTS 

PRACTIC:E LtM I1 ED ~O 

G OVERN~IENTA L 

ACCO UN71 I NG, A UDITING 

AND FINANCIAL REPORTING 

| | 6 PROFESSIONAL DRIVE 

W es~ M ONROE, 

LOUISIA NA 7 1291 

PHONE 318.325.212! 

TOLL FREE LOUISIANA 

1.800.54 1 .so20 

FAX 3 t 8.324. 1630 

Independent Auditor's R eport on Com pliance and 
Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

JA CK SON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

I have auditexl the general puq~ose financial statements of the Jackson Parish Clerk of 
Coral, a colnponent unit of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of and for the two years 
ended June 30, 1999 and have issued  m y report thereon dated  D ecember 29, 1999. 
] conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepte<l auditing standards and lhe 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited States. 

C om pliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tile Jackson Parish Clerk of 
Coin1 's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isslateJl~enl, ] perform exl lesls of ils 
com pliance with cerlain provisions of laws, regulations and contracts, noncom pliance 
w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial 

am ounts. H owever, providing all opinion on compliance with those provisions was not 

an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The 
results of m y tests disclosed one instance of noncompliance that is required  to be 
reported under Government Auditing Standards. This finding is presented in the 
accom panying sched ule of findings and questioned costs as item 99-1. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered tile Jackson Parish Clerk of Court's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to detennine m y anditiug proced ures 
for the purpose of expressing lny opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide 
assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. M y consideralion of the 
intern al control over financial reporting would not nec essarily disclose all m atters in 
the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A 
m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of 
the internal control components does not red uce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that wotdd be m aterial in relation to the financial statelnents 
being audited lnay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by employees in 
the norm al course of perform ing their assignexl functions. I noted no m atters involving 
the intern al control over financial repo~ling and its operation that I consider to be 
m alerial weaknesses. 
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JACKSON PA RISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 
lndependen! A uditor's Report on Compliance 
And Intern al Control Over Financial Reporting, etc 
June 30, 1999 

This report is intended solely for tile information and use of tile Jackson Parish Clerk of Court and 
m anagem ent of/he clerk's office and is no! intended to be and should not be usexl by anyone olher Ihan 
ltlese specified parties. 

W esl M onroe, Louisiana 
Decem ber 29, 1999 

26- 



JACKSON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Jonesboro, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year l-bided June 30, 1999 

A . SUM M ARY O F AUD IT RESULTS 

2 

Schedule5 

The auditor's reporl expresses an unqualified opinion on the general puq)ose financia 
statem ents of Jackson Parish Clerk of Court. 

One instance of noncom pliance m aterial to tile financial statem ents of Jackson Parish Clerk 
of Courl was disclosed during the audit. 

N o reporlable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are reporled in tile 
Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control. 

B. FIND IN G S - FIN AN CIAL STA TEM ENTS AUDIT 

99-1 N eed to Com ply with Local G overnm ent Budget Act 

Finding: The clerk did not adequately m onitor budgets. Louisiana Revised  

Statute (LRS) 39:1309-1310 requires the clerk to adopt a budget amendment when 
expenditures to date plus projected expenditures for the relnainder of file year exceed 
estim ated  annual budgeted  expenditures by five per cent or lnore. For the year June 30, 
1999, actual expenditures exceeded  budgeted expenditures by $29,729 or 8.9%. In 
addition, the clerk budgeted a deficit for the year ended  June 30, 1998, which is prohibited  

by LRS 39:1304(E) and 39:1309. 

R ecom m endation: In the future, the clerk should inclnde beginning fnnd balance 
in the budget and am end the budget w hen actual expenditures exceed estim ated 
expenditures by five per cent or more. 
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JA CKSON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Jonesboro. Louisiana 

Stmuuary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year l-bided June 30, 1999 

Schedule 6 

There were 11o findings reporlexl in tile compilation/attestation for the year endext June 30, 1997 
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Dec . 28, 1999 

Legislative Audit Advisory Council 
Daniel G . Kyle, Secretary 
P O Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, La 70804-9397 

Jackson Parish Clerk of Court respectfully submits the following 
corrective action plan for the year ended June 30, 1999 . 

99-1 Need to Comply with Local Government Budget Act 

Recorm~endation : In the future, the clerk should includ6 
beginning fund balance in the budget and amend the budget when 
actual expenditures exceed estimated expenditures by five percent 
or m ore . 

I will monitor the budget more closely 5n the future and a budget 
amendment will be adopted when actual expenditures to date exceed 
budgeted by five percent or more. In addition, beginning fund 
balance will be included in the budget to ensure a deficit ~s not 
budgeted . 

Clerk of Court 


