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]INDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S ~EPO~T 

ItONO RABLE GER ALD H ARRINGTON 
ALLEN PAR~S]F]f C]LENK O ~~ COURT 
Oberlin, Louisiana 

M cnlbcr 
Society c~f t ~3uisiana 

Certified Public Accounlants 

l have audited the accompanying general pulpose financial statements of Allen Parish Clerk of Court, a 
com ponent unit of the Allen Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, as listed in the 
table of contents. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Clerk of Court. 
M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on nay audit. 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards arid Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General ofthe United States. Those standards require that I plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents 
are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
anmuuts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evahlating the 
overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. I believe tha! m y audit provides ,~ reasnnable 
basis for tray opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purp ose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m atelial 
respects, the financial position of Allen Parish Clerk of Court at June 30, 1999, and the results of 
operations for the year then ended, in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Gow, rnment14uditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated December 29, 1999, 
on nay consideration of Allen Parish Clerk of Court's intern al control over financial reporting and my tests 
of it's com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Royce T. Scim em i, CPA, lnc 
December 29. 1999 
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ASSETS 

Cash 
Interest-bearlng deposits 
Accountsreceivable 
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipmen 

Total assets 

AI.I.EN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Oberlin, Louisiana 

Combined Balance Sheet- All Fund Types and Account Groups 
June 30.1999 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Accounts payable 
Accrued liabi|i0es 
Due to litigants 

Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
lnvestmenl in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - Unreserved and undesignated 
Total fund equity 

Total liabilities and fund equity 

Governmental 
_ ~Fa,tn d Type 

General _ 

$ 100 
481,901 
13.639 

Fiduciary 
F~ td_l'yp~ 
_~ gcoey 

$ 22,024 
484.019 

$ 495.640 ~__ 506.043 

$ 1,516 
7,718 

9.234 

486,4~f~ 
486.4g6 

$ 495.640 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

$ 

506.043 

$ 506.043 

Account Grotlp 
General 

_ 276.240 

276,240 

_  276,240 

Totals .. _ 
~ mora_nO~mDnly) 

$ 22,124 
965,920 
13,639 

_ 276,240 

$ 1,516 
7,718 

~ 0~.043 
515.277 

276,240 

_  762.646 

$~,ZTLgZ~ 



 

ALLEN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Revenues; 
Licensed and perm its 
Fees, charges, and com m ission 

for services - 
Court costs, fees and 
charges 
Fees for recording legal 
docum ents 

Fees for certified copies 
lntergovem m ental 
lntcrest earn ings 

Total revenues 

l:.xpenditures: 
Currenl - 

Personal services and related 
benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 

Capital Outlay 
Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) 
of reveunes over expendilures 

Fund balance, beginning of 

year 

Fund balance, end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statem ents 

$ 5,725 

53,750 

380,821 
33,973 
66,907 
20.299 
561.475 

303,866 
62,750 
26,996 

.L~9,422 

.~33,034 

28,44 

~ S7,965 



 

ALLEN PARISfl CLERK OF COURT 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual - 
Govem m ental Fund Type - General Fund 

Year Ended June 30, 1999 

Revenues: 
Licensed and perm its 
Fees, charges, and com m ission 

for services - 
Court costs, fees and 
charges 
Fees for recording legal 

docum ents 
Fees for certified copies 

lntergovernm ental 
Interest earn ings 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
Current - 

Personal services and related 
benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 

Capital Outlay 
Total expenditures 
Excess (deficiency) 
of revenues over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning of 

year 

Fund balance, end of year 

~ dget 

Variance 
Favorable 

~ctual LUn favor&12Lg) 

$ 6,000 $ 5,725 $ (275) 

52,400 53,750 1,350 

382,819 
34,890 
64,096 

558.205 

303,677 
59,223 
26,921 
140,470 
52,0,29l 

380,821 
33,973 
66,907 
2 0,299 
L6.L~  

303,866 
62,750 
26,996 

139.422 
533,034 

(1,998) 
(917) 
2,811 
2,22L9 

(189) 
(3,527) 
(75) 

1,4o~  
~2,74~ 3 

27,914 28,441 527 

~ 7.965 

~4~ 5.879 

qqle accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 

4 

E4~6,406 ~ 5&7 



AI,I,EN PARlSH CLERK OF COURT 
Oberlin, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

June 30, 1999 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court 
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and 
shall have other duties and powers provided by law. A clerk of court is elected for a term of fotlr 

years. 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Allen Parish Clerk of Court conform to generally 
accepted accounting principles as applicable to goverc, m ents. The Governm ent Accounting 
Standards Board is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting 
and financial reporting principles. Such accounting and reporting principles also conform to tl~e 

requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513 and to the industry audit guide, A~di~s~ A~l~' aAg 
and l ,ncnl (~nvernrnenlal I Init~ 

A 

The following is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Allen Parish Police 
Jury is the financial reporting entity for Allen Parish. The financial reporting entity consists 

of (a) the primary government (policy jury), (b) organizations for which the primary 
government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and 
significance of their relationship with the prim ary govern m ent are such that exclusion would 
cause the reporting eniity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statemcnt No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which component unit should be considered part of the Allen Palish 
Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential 
com ponent unit within the repolling entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set 
forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

(a) the ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

(b) the potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 
specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but arc 
fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents would be m isleading 
if data of the organizafion is not it~tcluded because of the nature or significancc of the 
relationship. 



ALLEN PAR1Stl CLERK Ol" COURT 
Oberlin, LA 

Notes to Financial Statem ents-Continued 

June 30.1999 

Because tile police jm7 provides financial benefits that make the clerk of court fiscally 
dependent, the clerk of court was determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the Allen Parish 
Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents prcseut 
inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the clerk of court and do not present inform ation 
on lhe police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the 
other governm ental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

B. Fund Aceounfing 

The accounts of the Allen Parish Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and 
account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. Fund accounting is 
designed to demonstrate legal compliance and aid financial management by segregating 
transactions relating to certain governm ental functions or activities. The operations of each 
fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts thai com prise its asset, 
liabilities, fired equity, revenues and expenditures. On the other hand, an account group is a 
financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities 
that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the 
purpose for which they arc to be spent and the m eans by which spending activities arc 
controlled. The funds presented in the financial statem ents are described as follows: 

General Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal 
fund of the Allen Parish Clerk of Court and is used to account for the operations of the Clerk 
of Court's office. The various fees and charges due to the Clerk of Court's office are 
accounted for in this fund. General operation expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposits and Registry of Court Agency Funds are nsed to account for 
assets held as an agent for individuals, etc. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal 
liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

C. Basis 9~ "~ccounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revem )es and expenditures are recognized in the 
acconnts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of 
the m easurem ent m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

"ltte Allen Parish Clerk of Court's records are m aintained on a m odified accrual basis of 
accounting. The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and 
expenditu res: 



Revenues 

AI.I.EN PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Oberlin, LA 

Notes to Financial Statements-Continued 

June 30,1999 

Recordings, cancellations, mortgage certificates, certified copies, court attendance, suits 
and successions, intergovernm eutal revenue, interest earned ou interest-bearing deposits, and 
crim inal costs are recorded in the year in which they are earned. 

Substantially all other revenues arc recorded when received 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under tile m odified accru al basis of accounting 
when ttle related fund liability is incurred. 

D. ~udgetary~,ccounting 

A budget for the General Fund is prepared on a basis consistent with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally prepared or as anaended 
by the Clerk of Court. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year. 

E. I"ixed A~ Is 

F 

Fixed assets are recorded as expeuditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are 
capitalized (reported) in the General Fixed Assets Account Group rather than in the General 
Fund. General fixed assets provided by the Allen Parish Police Jury are also recorded in thc 
General Fixed Asset Account Group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated historical cost if historical 
cost is not available. The am ount of fixed asset costs estim ated is im m aterial. 

The account group is not a "'fund". It is concerned only with the m easurenlent of 
financial posilion, not with m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. 

G. l_~.od l)~b1~ 

Uncollectible am ounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by direct write-off 
at the time inform ation becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the 
particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method is not in confom fity with 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), no allowance for uncollectible accounts 
receivable is m ade due to immateriality at June 30, 1999. 
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ALLEN PARISH CI,ERK OF COURT 
Oberlin, LA 

Notes to Financial Statem ents-Continued 

H. Vacation and Sick l,eave 

June 30.1999 

Em ployees of the Clerk of Court's office earn one to three weeks of vacation and 12 days 
of sick leave each year. Vacation and sick leave must be used in the year earned. At June 30, 
1999, the employees of file Clerk of Court have no accum ulated and vested leave benefits 
required to be reported in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 

1. ~ncumbrances 

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other 
cmnm itm enls for lhe expenditure of m oneys are recorded in order to reserve that portion of 
the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Allen Parish Clerk of Court as at1 
extension of form al budgetary integration in the funds. 

J. Total Columns on Combined Balance Skeg: 

Total colunm s on the Com bined Balance Sheet arc captioned "M em orandum Only" to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colunm s do 
not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

Cash and Interest-Bearine l)enosils 

Under state law, the Clerk of Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank located in the 
parish or congressional district that is organized under the laws of the State of l.ouisiana, the laws of 
any other stale in the Union, or the laws of the United S~.a~.es. The Clerk of court ~'my also invcsl in 
United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits of stale banks organized under 
Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30 1999, the Clerk of 

Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $987,944, as follows: 

I)em and deposits: 
Non-interest-bearing 
Interest-bearing 

Time deposits 

Total 

Itibem ia 
National 
Bank 

$ 
458,039 
65,000 

$ 523.039 

Cam eron 
Stale 
Bank Total 

; 22,024 
417,881 
25.000 

$ 22,024 
875,920 

__ 90,000 

$ 464.905 $ 987.944 
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ALI,EN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Oberlin, IrA 

Notes to Financial Statements-Continued 

June 30,1999 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, (or 
the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of sccurities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance m ust at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities 
are held iu the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 
acceptable to both parties. Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1999, are secured as fi~llows: 

Bank balances 

Securities pledged (category 3) 
Federal deposit insurance 

Over (Under) secured deposits 

Hibem ia 
National 
Bank 

$529.231 

512,815 
100.000 
612.815 

Cam erou 
State 
Bank 

$506.044 

310,000 
256,157 
566.157 

$ 83.584 $ 60.113 

Pledged securities in Category 3 include uninsured or unregistered investments for which the 
securities arc held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust department or agent, but not in the Clerk of 

Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (category 3) 
1,ouisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by file Clerk of Court that the fiscal 
agent has failed to pay deposited fimds upon dem and. Federal deposit insurance coverage is reflected 
above on various separate fiduciary accounts, in the amount of $256,157, at Cameron State Bank. 
Because these accounts are not labeled "fiduciary", coverage m ay not be available. The clerk is in the 
process of changing these accounts to include this term and ensure adequate security on these 
accounts. 

A summ ary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Furn iture, fixtures and 
equipm ent 

Balance 
06/30/98 

$134.468 

Addition~ 

$ 141.772 

Deletions 

$ __  

Balance 
6~ 90_9 

E2Z6_~ 40 



(4) Pension JLI~  

ALLEN PAR1Stt CLERK OF COURT 
Oberlin, LA 

Notes to Financial Statem ents-Continued 

June 30, 1999 

Substantially all employees of the Allen Parish Clerk of Court arc m em bers of the l.ouisiana 

Clerks of Court Retiremcnt and Relief Fund (System), a nndtiple-employer (cost-sharing), public 
employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular employees earning at least $100 per month and who are under the age of 60 at the time 
of original employm ent are required to participate in the System . Employees who retire at or after agc 
55 with at least 12 years of credited service are entitled to retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life

, 

equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 
percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 
consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 
12 years of service and who do not withdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 
and receive the benefit aecla~cd to their date of term ination. Tile system also provides death and 
disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

Contributions to the system include one-fourth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans 
Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. State statute requires 
covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System . As provided by 
Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer's contributions are determ ined by actu arial valuation 

and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. 

The following provides certain disclosures for the Clerk of Court and the retiremen! system that 
are required by GASB Codification Section P20.129 for the year ended June 30, 1999: 

Contribution rates 
Em ployees 

Employer 

Total current year payroll 

Total current year covered payro 

Contributions required by statu te 
Employees 
Employer 

q'ola 

]0 

19~9. 

8,2~  

10,09N  

$ 226.72~ 

$ 220,825 

Pss~e~  

8.25 % 

Am ount 

$ 18,222 
_ 16,146 

~3_4,368 

$ 18,222 
2A AL63 



ALLEN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Oberlin, LA 

Noles to Financial Slalem enls-Continued 

Retirem ent System : 

Estim ated payroll for current year 

Dollar am ount 
Percent of estim ated payroll 

For the year ended June 30,1999 

Retirem ent System : 
Net assets available 
Pension benefit obligation 

Unfunded pension benefit obligation 

June 30, 1999 

~,fi5,025,0~ 7 

5_ 9.002.40Q 
_ Z3!~  

$ 184,421,047 
_  246.051.393 

$ 61.630.346 

The pension benefit obligation is a standardized m easure of the present value of pension benefits, 

adjustcd for the effects of projected salary increased and step-rated benefits, estimated to be payable in the 
future as a result of employee service to date. The m easure, which is the actuarial present value of credited 

projected benefits, is intended to help users assess the System's fimding status on a going-concern basis, 
assess progress m ade in accum ulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due, and m ake com parisons 
anmng PERS and employers, The System does not make separate measurements of assets and pension 
benefit obligations for individual employers, 

llistorical trend inform ation showing the System 's progress in accum ulating sufficient assets to pay 
benefits when due is presented in the System 's June 30, 1999 comprehensive annual financial report. The 
Allen Parish Clerk of Court does not guarantee the benefits granted by the System . 

(4) Chanl, es in A~encv Fund Halances 

A sunm rary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency funds: 
Advance Deposit 1 
Advance Deposit 111 
Registry of Court 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
.07/01/98_ Addi!i~  

$ 1,165 
280,199 

$ 69 
369,173 
112,71Q 

$ 96 
322,648 

~ 6fi..5.71 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
06/30/99 

$ 1,138 
326,724 

_ 178,181 

$ 482,0J2 ~  ~,5~  40A a 

11 



(5) 

ALLEN PARISH CLERK OF COUR] 
Oberlin, LA 

Notes to Financial Statem ents-Continued 

June 30, 1999 

The Clerk of Courrs offi ce is located in the Allen Parish Courthouse. The upkeep and 
m aintenance of the courthouse is paid by the Allen Parish Police Jury. Certain operating expenditures 

of ',he Clerk of Court's offi ce are paid by the parish police jury. The fixed asse~.s purchased and 
included in the general fixed assets account group are the only amounls included in the accompanying 
financial statem ents. These expenditures are sum m arized as follows: 

Ftlrniture, fixtures and equipm ent 
Office supplies 

Tufa 

(6) Rcceivablc~ 

The receivables of $13,639 at June 30, 1999 are as follows 

M ortgage Certificates 
Cancellations 
Certified copies 
Recordings 

Court Dates (Police Jury) 

Total 

(7) ~  Term l,ease 

$ 2,350 

13,54~ 

$ 1,369 
320 

3,009 
8,757 
!84. 

$13.632 

The Allen Parish Clerk of Court has entered into a four year operating lease with the Xerox 
Corporation for the use of a copier. During tile year ended June 30, 1999, rentals under long term lease 
obligations were $3,439 per year. Future obligations over the terms of the long-term lease as of June 30 
1999 are: 

Year Ended 

. June 30 

2000 
Thereafter 

Total 

Am ount 

3,281 
0 

$ 3.281 

12 



(8) Excess Fund Balan~  

ALLt~N PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Oberlin, LA 

Notes to Financial Statements-Continued 

June 30. 1999 

R.S. 13:785 requires that every four years (at tile close of tile term of office) tile clerk of court must 
pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the 
levenues of ttle clerk's last year of his term of office. At June 30, 1999, there was no am ount due the 
parish treasurer as this was not the last year of the clerk's four-year term of office, and no determ ination of 
the amount that will be due, if any, can be m ade at this time. 

(9) Litigation and Claims 

At June 30, 1999 the clerk of court was involved in litigation regarding the m is-indexing of a 
mortgage. A settlement has subsequently been reached in the amount of $45,985.21. Of this amount 
$1,500, the errors and om issions policy deductible, has been recorded as a previous year expenditure and 
the insurance carrier has m ade the final settlem ent paym ent. 

(lO) 

The Year 2000 Issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s and 
other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect the governm ent's operations as early as fiscal ycar 
1999. 

The Allen Parish Clerk of Court has completed an inventory of computer system s and other electronic 
equipm ent thai m ay be affected by the Year 2000 Issue and that are necessary In conducting the clerk's 
operations. Based on this inventory, the clerk has been actively engaged in m aking necessary changes to 
its systems and equipment to achieve Year 2000 compliance. Approximately $144,000 has been spent 
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999 in becom ing com pliant. The clerk's hardware and soflware 
vendor has inform ed him thai testing and validation of the system s are com plete. 

Because of lbe unpreccdez~ted nature of the Year 2000 Issue, its effects and the success of related 
remediation efforts will not be fidly determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. M anagement cannot 
assure that the clerk is or will be year 2000 ready, that the clerk's rem ediation efforts will be successful in 
whole or in part, or that parties with whom the clerk does business will be year 2000 ready. 

13 



]P~O Y C E T o SC ~ [E M I, C ~A ~ I!N C o 

M ember 
Am erican Institute of 

Cerlified Pub}it Accountants 

M ember 
Society of I.ouisiana 

Certified Public Accountants 

Independent Auditor's Report on Com pliance and on Internal Control 
over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of the G eneral Purpose 

Finzneial Statem ents Perform ed in Accordance 
with Governm ent Auditing Standards 

tlO NO RA BLE G ERALD H A]~ JNG TO N 
ALI.EN PARISH CILERK O F CO UI~T 
Oberlin, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purp ose financial staternents of Allen Parish Clerk of Court, a com ponent unit of 
the Allen Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued my report thereon 
dated 1)ecember 29, 1999. 1 conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Goverument Auditing Standurds, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Allen Parisb Clerk of Court's general purpose 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatement, I perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direcl and 
m alerial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts, tlowever, providing an opinion on 

compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and accordingly, 1 do not express such 
an opinion. The results of m y tests disclose no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported 
under Government Auditing Standards. 

nternal Conlro] O ver Financial Renorlin~, 

In planning and performing m y attdit, 1 considered Allen Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determine nay auditing procedures for the purposc of expressing nay opinion 
on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control ovel 
financial reporting. M y consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the intern al control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A 
m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control 
com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be 
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m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be dctected 
within a tim ely period by em ployees in the nom lal course of perform ing their assigned fim ctions. I noted 
no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of Allen Parish Clerk of Court, the Allen Parish Police Jury and 
the l.ouisiana Legislative Auditor and is not intended to he and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. 

Royce T. Scim em i, CPA , lnc 
December 29. 1999 
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