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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the 
Louisiana Twenty -Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, as of and for 
the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Twenty-Seventh 
Judicial District's management . Our responsibility is to express an opinion on 
these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinq 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting 
the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the 
judges, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above 
present fairly , in all material respects, the financial position of the Louisiana 
Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund as of December 31, 1998, 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended , in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general 
purpose financial statements taken as a whole . The Schedule of Prior Year 
Findings as required by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not a requ ired part of the general purpose 
financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial 

Expense Fund. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our 
op inion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general 
purpose financial statements taken as a whole . 

In accordance with Government Auditinq Standards we have also issued our report 
dated June 22, 1999 on our consideration (if the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial 
District Judicial Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting and 
our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants . 

Opelousas , Lou isiana 
June 22 , 1999 

P. O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 
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OPELOUSAS . LOUISIANA 

REVENUE~ 
Intergovernmental 
Court cost collections from 

Clerk of Court: 
Sheriff's Department 
Policy Jury 

Bail bond premiums 
Parish Law Library collections 
from District Attorney 
from Indigent Defender Board 

Interest i~eome 
Miscellaneous income 

v  

EX PEND ITURES 

Judicial 
Current operating 
In su ran ce 
Office supplies 
Court reporters 
Transcripts 
Library supplements 
Professional services 
M iscellaneous 

Wages 
Payroll taxes 
Seminars 
Telephone 
Equipment maintenance 
Internet 

Capital outlay 
Debt service 
Lease paym ents 

Total expenditures 

HER FINAN CING SOURCES (USES} 
Inception of lease 
Transfers in (out) 

Tnta] other financinQ 
sou rces 

Continued of next page 

GOVERNMENTAL 

GENERI%L 

$26,958 
146,358 
19,837 
]4 .472 

SPECIAL 

REVENUE 

$2,5OO 
9,000 

].4 ,781 

i00 
2~ 2,506 11,500 

515 
]8,799 
2 ,400 

3,247 

18,146 

5 ,754 
1__ 4_4 ,560 1_88 ,146 

TOTALS 
Memorandum Only 

1995 1997 

$26,958 
146,358 
19,837 
14 ~472 

2,500 
9,000 
14,78] 

i00 
234 ,006 

515 
18 .799 

2,400 
3,247 

2 ,400 

1,719 
63,519 
4,947 

459 
8,848 
4,404 

520 

45,175 

5 ,754 

16__ 2 ,706 

$27,892 
157,017 

16,853 
7 .131 

2 ,500 
9,000 

12 ,145 
72 

)32,6io 

533 
19,947 
26,400 

134 
7,629 
1,788 

698 

50,971 
3 ,989 

268 
7 ,931 
3 ,403 

42,185 

5 ,930 
171 ,806 

_ _
77,946 (6,646) 71,300 60,8Q0~ 

7,193 

__ (2,500 

__ 4 ,693 

2 ,500 

2,500 

7.193 

7,193 17,23! 



OUISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL  EXPENSE F[INE 

ETATEMENT OF REVENHE~q EXPENDITUR ES AND CHANGES IN F[IND RAT.ANCE 
ALL GOV ERNMENTAL FUN D TYPES (CONTINUED 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1998 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER SOURCES OVER (UNDER 

GOVERNMENTAL 

FUND TYPES 

GENERAL 
FUN D 

SPECIAL  
REVENUE 

TOT~ 3S 
Memorandum Only 

1998 1997 

EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES $82,639 $(4,146) $78,493 

FUND BALANCE beginning of year 

FUN D BAL AN CE end of year 

302 ,581 

385,220 

6,701 

~.,555 

309,282  

387 ,?75 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$78,03"7 

231,245 

~99,282 
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E FUND 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER ~1 . ]998 

i. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO[INTING POLICIES 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTAT ION 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty 
Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund of St. Landry Parish have been 
prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAp) as 
applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standards-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles, 

B . REPORTING ENTITY 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 established criteria 
for determining which component units should be considered part of another 
entity for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial 
accountability . The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determining financial accountability . This criteria includes: 

i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

2 

3 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that 
organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would 
be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 14 also states that a 
special purpose government is fiscally independent if it has the ability to 
complete certain essential fiscal events without substantive approval by a 
primary government. A special purpose government is fiscally independent if 
it has the authority to do all three of the following : 

a 

b 

Determine its budget without another government having the authority 
to approve and modify that budget. 

Levy taxes or set rates or charges without approval by another 
government . 

c . Issue bonded debt without approval by another government 



LOUI~qIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL  EXPENSE FUND 

DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

B . REPORTING ENTITY (Continued 

C 

The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District: Judicial Expense Fund was 
created by state statute individually and is governed by the four 

independently elected district judges. The Judicial Expense Fund is a special 
purpose government which is fiscally independent and therefore is not: a 

component unit of any other governmental unit, including the police jury. The 
Judicial Expense Fund is fiscally independent because, 

b 

The judges determine the budget for the Judicial Expense Fund and no 
other government has the authority to approve and/or modify the 
budget . 

The judges determine the amount of court costs to be levied in civil 
and criminal cases . 

The state statute which created the Judicial Expense Fund cite the 
type of expenditures which can be made out of the Fund and the 

judges determine these expenditures. 

The District uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations . Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate 
legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions 
relating to certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. 
On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed 
to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not 
recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
financial resources . 

Funds of the District are classified as governmental funds. Governmental 
funds account for the District's general activities, including the collection 
and disbursements of specific or legally restricted monies and the acquisition 
or construction of general fixed assets. 

Governmental Fund Tv~ es 

The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Louisiana Twenty - 
Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund. It is used to account 
for all financial resources except those required to be accounted fox" in 
other funds . 

The Special Revenue Fund accounts for contributions made to the Parish 
Law Library by the St. Landry Parish District Attorney, St. Landry Parish 
Indigent Defender Board and the Judicial Expense Fund . 



LOUISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 

DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

i. SUMMARY OF' SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

C NG (Continued 

A ccoun t Grouo s 

The General Fixed Assets Account Group is established 
fixed assets of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial 
Expense Fund . 

to account 

Judicial 

The General Long-term Debt Account Group is established to account for 
all long-term liabilities that are expected to be financed from 
governmental funds. 

D . BASTS OF ACCOUNTING 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is 
determined by its measurement focus . The governmental fund types are 
accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus . With 
this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally 
are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds 
present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized 
and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the 
timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied . 

All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of 
accounting . The revenues are recognized when they become measurable and 
available . Available means collectible within the current period or soon 
enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period . 
Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, if 
measurable . The Judicial Expense Fund 's records are maintained on a cash 
basis of accounting . However, the governmental fund type reported in the 
accompanying financial statements has been converted to a modified accrual 
basis of accounting utilizing the above practices. 

Revenues consist primarily Of court 
susceptible to accrual. Miscellaneous 

COSTS which are recognized when 
revenues are recorded when received 

because they are generally not measurable until actually received . Investment 
earnings are recorded as earned since they are measurable and available . 

Purchases of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the 
time purchased, and inventories of such supplies, if any, are not recorded as 
assets at the close of the year, unless material. Expenditures for insurance 
and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period are 
accounted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition . 

E . ENCUM BRANCES 

The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund does not 
employ the encumbrance system of accounting . 



OIIT~TANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JIIDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

F 

i0 

Louisiana statutes authorize the Judicial Expense Fund to invest in United 
States bonds, treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit in 
state and national banks, or any other federally insured investment . 

Investments are stated at cost or amortized cost, which approximates market 

G . FIXED ASSETS 

H 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in 
the Genera] Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. 
These assets are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund typ es when 
purchased . All assets are maintained on the basis of historical cost and no 
depreciation is computed or recorded thereon . The Louisiana Twenty -Seventh 
Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund does not have public domain or 
infrastructure outlays . Interest costs on fixed assets have not been 
incurred . F'ixed assets consist of acquisitions since 1987 for the Parish ]Jaw 
Library and equipment. Prior to 1987, the cost of the Parish Law Library was 
accounted for on the books of the Police Jury . 

Annually , the Judicial Expense Fund prepares and adopts a budget for the 
General and Special Revenue Funds. Formal budget integration is not employed 
as part of the accounting system ; however, routine budget comparisons are made 
prior to expending funds. Budgets are prepared on a cash basis of accounting 
and appropriations lapse at year-end . The budgeted amounts in the 
accompanying financial statements are in the original adopted budgets and 
subsequent adopted amendments . The revenues and expenditures shown on page 3 
are reconciled with the amounts reflected on the budget comparison, as 
follows : 

Rev enues 

Page 3 Revenues 
Add : Transcript reimbursements 

Prior year intergovernmental 
receivables 

Less : Current year intergovernmental 
receivab les 

Page 5 Revenues 

Expenditures 
Page 3 Expenditures 
Add : Prior year payables 

Transcript reimbursements 
Less : Current year payables 

Capitalized leases 

Page 6 Expenditures 

General 
Fund 

Special 
Revenue 

Fund 

$222,506 $11,500 
24,000 

18,565 

(IE,356 

249,715 

$144,560 
6,046 

24,000 

(3,870 
~ _7,193 

$18,146 
1,22] 

1,089 



LOU IZIANA TW V~TY -,qEV ENT H JUD IC IAl, D ISTR ICT JUf)TC TAT, RY PV~ R ~IT~lm 

DECEMBER ZI . 1998 

Y OF SIGNIF ICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

H . BUDGETS AND BUDGETARy ACCOUN TING (Continued 

Fund Balance 
Page 4 Fund Balance, end of year 
Add : Current year payables 
Less: Current year receivables 

Page 6 Fund Balance, end of year 

General 

Fund 

$385,220 
3,870 

ii 

Special 
Revenue 

Fund 

$2,555 
1 .089 

The Judicial Expense Fund does not provide its employees with accumulated 
vacation or sick leave. 

J . RETIREMENT 

K 

L 

The Judicial Expense Fund 's employees contribute to the Social Security 
sy stem . 

Total column s on the financial statements are captioned "Memorandum Only " to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. No 
consolidating entries or other eliminations were made in the aggregation of 
the totals; thus, they do not present consolidated information and do not 
purport to present financial position , results of operations, or changes in 
financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

Comparative total data 
accompanying financial 
changes in the Judicial 

2 . CA SH AND INVESU~4ENT~q 

for the prior year have been presented in 
statements in order to provide an understanding 
Expense Fund 's financial position and operations. 

the 

of 

At December 31, 1998, the book balance of the Fund's deposits was $377,378. The 
bank balances of checking accounts were $89,888, in certificate of deposit accounts 
was $228,]75 and in savings accounts was $61,229 at December 31, 1998. The cash 
and investments are fully collateralized by federal deposit insurance and/or by 
collateral pledged by the banks in the District 's name . 

3 . DEFICIT FUND BIJ,ANCE 

The Judicial Expense Fund did not have a deficit fund balance at Dece~ er 31 , 1998 
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DECEMBER 31 . 1998 

GENERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP 

12 

The following is a summary of changes in the Genera] Fixed Assets Account Group 

Library 
Other structures and 
improvements 

Equipment and furniture 

Totals 

COM PENSATION 

The Chief Judge: and the 
Twenty-Seventh Judicial 

Balance Balance 
January i, Decemb er 31, 

1998 Additions Deductions 1998 

$145,440 $29,426 

8,868 

83,$15 15,749 

45,175  

three other judges do not 
District Judicial Expense 

$3~ 897 

a,89~  

$174,866 

8,868 

95,367 

receive compensation from the 
Fund . 

As of December 31, 1998, the Judicial Expense Fund leased two copy machines and 
four phone systems under agreements which are classified as capital leases. The 
capital leases provide that at the end of the leases the copying machines can be 
purchased for $525 on one and $500 on the other one. The capital leases for the 
phone systems provide that the phone systems can be purchased for $i at the end of 
the leases . 

Lease terms 

Lease periods 
Assets: capitalized 
Monthly payments 
Future minimum lease payments 
for years ended Decemb er 31, 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

Copy Machines Phone Systems 

48 months 

Various 
$14,480 

280 

3,363 

3,363 
3,466 
2 ,036 

60 months 
Various 

$13,334 
222 

$2,665 
2 ,665 
2 ,665 
2 ,329 

395 
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REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINAN CIAL 

REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINAN CIAL  

TO the Honorable Robert Brinkman , Chief Judge 
Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District 
Judicial Expense Fund 

Opelousas, Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty - 
Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, as of and for the year ended December 
31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 1999. We conducted our 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinq Standards 
the Comptroller General of the United States 

Compliance 

issued by 

AS part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Louisiana Twenty -Seventh 
Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund 's general purpose financial statements are free 
of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a 
direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts . 

However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective 
of our audit and, accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . The results of our 
tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditinm Standards. 

Internal Control Over Financial RenortinQ 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh 
Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund 's internal control over financial reporting in 
order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the 
internal control over financial reporting . Our consideration of the internal control 
over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal 
control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of 
the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements 
being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the 
normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving 
the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be 
material weaknesses . 

P. 0 Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefa~ 318-948-6109 



TO the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial 
District Judicial Expense Fund 
Page 2 

14 

This report is intended for the information of the judges and the appropriate 
regulatory agency and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties . 

June 22,1999 
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NDEPENDENT AHDTTOR'S REPORT ON SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

TO the Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge 
Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District 
Judicial Expense Fund 

Opelousas, Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty- 
Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended December 
31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 1999. Our audit was 
conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial 
statements taken as a whole. 

The year 2000 supplementary information on page 16 is not a required part of the basic 
financial statements but is supplementary information required by the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board. We have applied certain limited procedures, which 
consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of measurement 
and presentation of the supplementary information . However, we did not audit the 
information and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide 
assurance that the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund is 
or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District 
Judicial Expense Fund's year 2000 remediation efforts will be successful in whole or 
in part, or that parties with which the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh 0udicial District 
Judicial Expense Fund does business are or will become year 2000 compliant. 

Opelousas, Louisiana 
June 22 , 1999 

P. O. BOX 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318 948 6109 



LOU ISIANA TWENTY -SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE ~I~ D 
OPELOUSAR . LOU ISIANA 

YEAR 2000 REOU IRED SOPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
DECEMBER 31. 1998 

16 

The Louisiana Twenty -Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund utilizes the 
computer software package which was purchased and is operated by the St. Landry Parish 
Clerk of Court. Management of the Judicial Expense Fund will inquire of the Clerk of 
Court as to whether the software is year 2000 compliant. If failure of the software 
would occur , the Expense Fund 's personnel are familiar with maintaining a manual 
accounting system . The Expense Fund's financial institutions have communicated to them 
that extensive testing under state and federal guidelines are currently being 
performed . 



I,O[]~SIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE F[]ND 

FOR TME YEAN ENDED DECEMBER 31 . 199A 

17 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLI~hNCE MATERIAL  TO THE FINAN CIAL STATEMENT~ 

1997-I - Budget not prepared 
Resolved 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIAN CE MATERIAL  TO FEDERAL AWARDS 

SECTION Ill 

N/A 

1997-2 Judges' Advances 
Resolved 


