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A 1'lofessio/la] Corpol alion 

I lonorable Gerard J. 1 lanscn, Chief Judge .- 
Criminal ]')istdct Court for tile Parish of Orleans 
N ew O rleans, Louisiana 

6305 Elysian Field~ Ave 
Suite 303 

New Orleans. LA 70122 

June 20, 2000 

W e have at~dited the accom panying general purpose financial statements of the 
Crinfina) D istrict Court for the Parish of Orleans as of i)ecember 31, 1999 and for the year 
ended, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of 
managem ent of the Criminal D istrict Court for the Parish of O rleans. Our resl)onsibility is 
to express an opinioa on these fiuaucial statemeuts based on our audit. 

Exccpt as discussed iu the following paragraphs, we conducted our audit in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards aud CtogettuuenLA uditing 
,Slauda~ds issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require 
that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance abottt w hether thc 
financial statements arc free of material misstatement. An audit includes exanfining, on a 
test basis, evklence supl)orting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An 

audit also includes assessi.g the accounting principles used and significant estinmtes made 
by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presenlation. W c 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

/ks more fully discussed in the appended notes, the Criminal District Cotut for the 
Parish of Orleans has a contingent liability of $10,645.79 for unpaid invoices due to the 
court repo~lers for the preparation of lranscripts for indigent. The paym ents of these 

Unl)akt invoices is contingent on funds being available and approval of tbc judges, and, 
accordingly, no provisio~ls for any liability that may result has bceu made in the 
accompat~yiug gel~eral purpose financial statem ents. 



 

On June 22, 1993, revised statue 13:1381.5 was enacted appointing the Odeaus 
Parish Criminal District Com't as administrator tbr the purpose of c;ollecting and 
disllibuling proceeds Jcceivcd fo~m  annual licensing fee prescient to revised statue 

22:1065.1 (E) a ?ortion of such fees collected art to be retained by Orleans Parish 
Crim inal court, w ifh a portion of such fees to be disbursed to Orleans Parish Criminal 
Sheriff, Orleans Parish District Attorney and Orleat~s Parish Indigent/)efcndcr Program . 
Through the m isinteqnetation of such fee division, the Crim inal District Court for the 
I'arish of Orleans has relained $525,653.06 more than they were entitled too. Therefore, 
the Crim inal I)istricl Court for the Parish of Orleans currently is indebted to Orleans 
Parish Dislrict Attorney Office in the amount of $178,551.02, Orleans Parish Indigent 
l)efendel Program in the amount of $168,551.02 and the Orleans Parish Criminal Sheriff's 
Office in lhe amount of $178,551.02. The court is in the process of ne~,oliating with these 
other agencies and feels that the nltimate liability will be reduced sub,;tantially and, 
accoJdingly, no provisions for any liability that may result has been made in the 
accom panying general purpose financial statements. Further, any resulling liability w ill be 
associated w ith the general fund 

W e were unable to obtain the audited financial statements supporting the financial 
activities of the general fixed asset account group, nor w ere w e able to satisfy ourselves as 
to those financial activities by other auditing procedures. Those financial activities are 
included in the general fixed asset account group and represent 100 percent of such asset. 
The Criminal D istrict Court for the Parish of Orleans has discontinued its m anual 
accounliitg system regarding the general fixed asset account grouI) and is in the process of 
implcm cnlitJg a computerized bar code system, at the time of this audil, neither system 
was available for audit. The court does continue to implement the new system and expects 
such syslem to be available for the next year audit. 

Further, the Crinfinal D istrict Court for the l'arish of Orleans has not complied 
with revised stalues regarding 'the budget process. Therefore, we were unable to disclose 
budget com parison 1o actual performance. 

In addition to the above noled conunent regarding the unpaid invoices associated 
w ith court tepolters transcripts for indigent, the Criminal District Corn t for the Parish of 
Orleans has adopted ~ practice of writing off amounts owed to certain court reporters 
associated with such indigent transcripts, this write-off procedure is not in accordance 
w ith general accepted accounting standards or governmental auditing standards. W e were 
unable to obtain the total am ount of such w rite-ofli~, nor were we able to satisfy ourselves 
as to the total dollar amount. 

In our opinion, except for the effects of not disclosing budget comparisons which 
results in an incomplete presentation, except for the effects of not recording the liability to 
the court repolters in the amount of $10,645.79, except for the effects of not recording 
the liabilily to the District Attorn ey, the lndigeul Defenders Program and the Orleans 
l'arish Criminal Sheriff for not remitting in error licensing fees clue to these agencies in the 

amount of 5;525,653.06, and excepl for the eflbcls of such adjustments, if any, as might 



have becu, determined to be necessary had we been able to obtain sufficient inl'onm ation to 
audit the fxed assets and ~o audit the w ~ite-ofYs of am ounts owed to [be courl reporlers, 
1he gcnclal purpose financial statcmenls rcfcHed to above plcsent fairly, in all matcfal 
respects, the financial position of the Crim inal District Corn1 for the Parish of Orleans, as 
of December 31, 1999 and results t,f its operations for the year then ended in conform ity 
w ith gellerally accepled auditing standards. 

O ur audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on tl~e general 
purpose financial statem ents, taking as a w hole. The combining balance sheets and 
stalem enls of revenue, expenditures and changes in fired balances of the individual special 
revenue and fiduciary funds, togclhcr with Ihe sched ule of fcderal financial assislauce is 
presented  fol puq)oses of additional analysis and is not a required part of tlm general puq)ose 
financial stalcmcnls of the Crim inal District (;out t for the Parish of Orlcaus. Such information has 

been subjected to the auditi,g procedulcs applied in the audit of the general puq)osc tinaucial 
statements and, in our opinion, except for rite effects notcd above, is fairly prcsentc~l in all material 
respects in rclalion to the gencn'al purpose finaaeial stalemeats lakca as a whole. 

In accordaacc with GovcrmncJdal Auditing Standards, we havc also issued  a report dated  
June 20, 2000 on oar considcm tion of the Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orlcaus interaal 
eonlrol slTuclare and on its compliance wilh laws and regulations. 

Respectfully subm itted, 

Certified l'ublie Accountant 
A Professional Coq~om tion 
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P~ VENUES 

COM BINED STI 
A ND 

TEMENT OF 
CH~ G~S IN 

END IT URES 

criminal District Court For 
The Parish of Orleans 

For the year ended December 31, 1999 
W~th Comparative Totals for December 31, 1998 

charges for services 
Intergovernlaenf al 
Intorest 

Total Reverlu~s 

Exhibit B 

Totals 
Genera]. Special (Memorandum Only) 
Fund Revenue Fund 1999 1998 

EXPENDITURES 
General Gov~rnmsnt 3,441,719.96 ].,635,845.52 5,077,565.48 4,734,668.19 
capital outlay .-- - i~ 145.61 36~223_0.64 169,376_t25 .__ 15"~ 968.22 

Total expenditures 3,574,865.57 1,672,076.16 5,246,941.73 4,892,636.41 

EXCES~ D~E~I~ NNCCYJ 
OF REVENUES OVER 
EXPENDITURES: 2~ 887.51 554~780.48 761,667.99 .___316~ 644.75 

OTHER FINANCIAL 
SOURCES i~%~:~l_ 
operating 
transfers ~n 

operating 
transfers out 
Total other 
financing Elources 
(uses) 

1,030,270.78 637,981.32 1,668,252.10 1,454,103.19 

_ _ /749~ 034.17> _ ._ _
<_91~9 872.67> <~i 66~ 8 9Q6.~[4> 5LI L4454 i~_~03.19m 

- --  281,236.61 _ _ ~281,89! .35> <654.74> 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY OF 
REVENUES AND OTHER 
SOURCES OVER EXPENDI- 

S 

FUND BAL~ NC.~].S,.. 
BEG INNING OF YEAR 

488,124.12 272,889.13 761,013.25 366,644.75 

. 592,401.98 __ _ __ 79 9,13%.I0 1,391~535~99. _~~0277,133.29 

FUND BALANg~.~x. 
END OF YEAR ib 080,5. 26.10 ~i~0~ .23  ~ ,152,5 48~3~ ~lx~39~iTlp.04 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



~(ZI'ESSI~O .F!NAN~IAL$~ NI 

Crhuiual l)istriet Coro t For 
The Padsb of Orlcans 

Dcccmber 31, 1999 

I~ot~l SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Louisiana Reviscd Statute 13:1335 cstablishcd tile Criminal District Court for tile l'arish 
of Orleans (mimiual court). The criminal corot is composed of judges servinl~ six-year terms. The 
criminal coutt has exclusive jurisdictiou over the trial and puuishmeut of all climes, misdemem~ors, 
aud off'eases committed within the Parish of Orleans. The criminal court has appellate jurisdiction 
for all eases tried before the M unicipal Coro t of New Orleans and the Traffi c Court of New 
Orleaus. 

In addilion, Louisiana Revised Statute 13:134(~.cslablished file M agistrate Section of the 
Crim inal District Court for the Parish of Orleans. The magistrate section is composed of one 

clected judge and four eommissiollers who me appointed by the judges sitting cu bane, each serving 
six-year le]ms. The magistrale scction has jurisdiction to act as co mmitliag magistrate in felony 
and misdcmeauor charges mid to hold plcliminaly examinations, with the authority to bail or 
disd~ar~,c, ot to hold for trial, iu all cases before the Crimiual I)istric~ Ct~urt for the l'arish of 
()deans. 

Irl April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established the Govern mental 
Acco unting Standards l~oard (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted aeco tmting prillciples and 
rcporting slaudards with rcspeet to activities and transactions of slate and local govcrmuental 
entities. GASB has issued a codification of governmental accounting and finmacial ICl)olling 
staudards (1992). this codificatim~ aud subsequent GASB prououacemeuts are recoguizcd as 
generally aeeeptczl accounting principles tbr state and local government. The acco mpanying 
financial stalem cnts have been prepared in accordance with such priaciplcs. 

(]ASB Codification Section 2100 established criteria for delcnnining the govcm mental 
lcpolting entity and component unils flint should be included within the reporting catity, for 
financial repolliag purposes, lhe Criminal Dislrie( Court for the Parish of Orlea.us includes all 
funds, accotmt groups, activities, ctectera, fllat are controncd by file judges co bane as 
independently elected officials with oversight responsibility. Oversight responsibility is determ ined 
on the basis of the following criteria: 

Appointmcllt of governing boards 
Designation of management 
Ability to significantly influence opcratioas 
Accountability for fiscal matters 
Sco pe of public service 

Based on the plevious criteria, the (himinal Court has determined that the Board of Jury 
Commissioners for the Parish of Orleans (board) is a componcnt unit of the criminal court. 



 

Based  on tile i)rcvious criteria, the Criminal Coult has determined thai the Board o~ Jury 
Commissiozlcrs for the Palish of Orleans (boald) is a componeut unit of Ihe crilnitlal court. 
Although the governor appoil~tS the jury commissioners, the criminal corot is the designated 
management of the board, has the ability to significantly influence operations of the board, aud is 
respoltsiblc for fiscal matters. In addition, the board's scope of public service is within the 

jurisdiction of the ,~rlminal court. The bomd's fiscal year ends on June 30. 

Further, based  upon tile expanded  criteria by GASB, beginning wilb Dec ember 31, 1993 it 
has bee n detcrmined  Ihat tile Criminal Court's Renaissance, Inc. is also a compoaen| unit of the 
criminal court system . 

A. FUND ACCOUNTING 

The accounts of tile criminal court arc organized  on tile basis of fimds and 
account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The 
operations of each fund are accountexl for with a separate set of" self-balancing 
accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and 
expenditures. Revenues arc accounted for in fllcse individual funds based upon 
lhe purpose for which they arc to be spent and the m eans by which spending 
aelivilics arc controllcd. The fimds picscn|ed  in tile general ptlrpose financial 
statements arc descried  as follows: 

~.cazralfund 

The General Fuad is tile general opeiating fuad of th~ criminal 
cora l. It aec ouuls for all financial iesoutces, except those 
required  to be accounled  fOB in oilier fiinds. 

Special Re_v~ ttc, J~mds, 

Special Reveuuc Funds account for tile procee ds of spec ific 
revenue source s that are legally restricted  to c;xpcnditures for 
spec ified purposes. Ill addition, the General Fund of the Board 
Of Jury Coululissioners alld file Rellaissallce, hie. (colnl)oncnt 
units) ,', re leportcd as special revenue funds. 

111e I'robational Assessment, Restitution and Court Cost Agency 
Funds account for assets held as an agent for ofllers. Agency 

fimds arc custodial in nature (assets equal liabililics) and do not 
iavolve ineastirenlcllt of results of operation. 



B G li;NERAL |r|X EI) ASSETS AND 
LO NG -TERM  O BLIGATIONS 

Fix~.d assc,~s used in govcratncntal fund type operations (general fixed assets) arc 
accounted for ill tile general fixed assets account group, rather than in 111o goverlnueatal fluids. 
Approxin+atcly 80 percent of fixed assets are valued at actual cost, while tile relllaillillg 20 I)ereellt 
ate valued at estimated histotical cost+ 

l.oag-term obligations expected to be finaaee d flora governmental funds are accoutlted for 
in the general long-term obligations account group, not in the govennnental funds. The criminal 
court accotmts for capital leases of the geneJal fund in the general long-tcnn obligations ~tcco unt 

group. 

The two aceotmt groups are not lands. "llley are concern ed oaly with rite measureinent of 
financial position and do not involve nlcasurement of results of operations. 

C. lJ~ASIS OF ACCO UNTING 

Basis of accounting refels to whco  revemtes and expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statemenls. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the 
incasulelUelltS inadc, regaldless of tile nleastlrclncnt feel.is applied. Govcrlllnelllal f'tll!ds ale 
aecOlllltCd ]'(if rising a flow of current fillalleial resources lneasarcll]ent focus. The aCCOllll)allyillg 
general purpose financial slatemenls have been prcpated on the modified accrual basis of 
aec otmting. 'lhe govem m~;utal funds use the following practices in rec ording revenues and 

expenditures: 

l~~_vcnucs 

Cou=t costs, titles and forfeitm es, plobation assessments, transcript fees, aad 
gtants arc iec orded in the year they are measurable and available. Interest earned is rec orded when 

the interest is available. 

13z~p~  dil~u~c~ 

Expenditures are generally rccognizx:d under tile modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related land liability is incurred, exec pt for principal and interest on king-term 
leases, which m e recognized vd~en due. 

Transfers betwee n fimds that arc not expected to be repaid are aec otmtcd for as 
ethel finam:iag sources (uses). These other financing sonrec s (uses) are recognized at the time the 
underlying event occurs. 



D. BUDG ET PRACTICES 

The ('riminal District Court for the I'arish of Orleans did not adopt a budget for tile yea,' 
ended Dccclnber 31, 1999. 

E. CASII AND CASII EQUIVALENTS 

Under slate law, lhe criminal court may deposit fimds ill demand deposits, interest bearin,~3 
demand deposits, moaey market aec omtts, or time deposits with slate bauks orgauized  m~der 
Louisiana l,~w and national banks having their principal offi ces iu Louisimta. At Dec ember 31, 
1999, the Crim inal District Court for the Parish of Orleaus had cash and cash eqtdvalents totaling 
as tollows: 

Dcmand dcposils 
M oney market accounts 

$ 310,647.48 
.2A2&85_8~61 

Total . $2,436,506.09 

These deposits are stated at cost, plus accrued interest which approximates m alkct. Under 

slate law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pled ge of sec urities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the 
pled ged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all limes equal or exceed Ihe alnount 
on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. These sec uritics arm held in the uame of Ihe pledging fiscal agcnt 
bank in a holding ,ar custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. Deposits (bauk 
balances) at Dccelnber 31, 1999, arc secured as follows: 

Bank balauec s 
Fcderal deposit insum uec  
Plcxlged securities (Category 3) 

$2,564,593.19 
<177,633.35> 

<2,~ 8.46> 

Total excess collateral $< 392,468.62> 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the 
provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised  Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory 
requircmem on the custodial bank to advertise attd sell rile pledge sec urities within 10 days of being 
iiotified  by the crimilml courl that the fiscal agent has failed to pay dcposiled  funds upon demand. 

SALARIES, OFFICE SUPPLIES 
AND TRAVEL OF JUDGES 

Salaries, office supplies, and travel of the judges that are paid directly by wanauts drawn 
on the Louisiana Supren|e Court are not incltlded  in the expenditures on the accompaayiug 
fiuancial statealelltS. 



G . CO M  i'ENSATED A BSENCES 

l'hnployees of tile Criminal District Court for the Parish of OHeaus aud the Board of Jury 
Comnlissioncrs earn, depending oil their ycals of service, flora one to four wceks of" vacation leave 
each year, whiel', does not accumulate or vest. Sick leave is not earned, but is granted as needed. 
Additionally, malcrnity leave is provided for as follows: 

Nuulber of 
xs c~cks.ab~s~nt 

6 or less 
7 
8 
9 
I 0 oi m ore 

I'crccnt of 
~gmpc~tsali.oJx_paid 

100 
75 
50 
25 
0 

Eff~,etive July 1, 1989, file employees of tile Board of Jury Conlmissioners relinquished 

their civil service status iu favor ofauuual raises. This action was concurred by the judges on bane. 
The resull reduced cmployecs accumulated hours for vacation and sick leave to zero and reduced 
Ihe related liabilily for accrued leave payable to zcro. Employees of file Board of Jury 
Commissioucls currently abide by the compensated absence policy of the Criminal District Court 
for the l'arish of Orleans. 

II. RISK M ANAG EM ENT 

The Ciiminal dishict Court for tile I'arish of Orleans participates in an insurance risk pool 
spolisorcd by the Slate of l,oaisiaua, ()l'l~cc el' I~.isk M auageuieiit./!inuual picnliulns are paid 1o the 
Office of itisk M auagcinciil 1o oblahi covciage for conlprchensive gcnoial liability, wolkci"s 
coinpcusalioii, failhful perforalance blanket bond, biiildiug aud properly, auloinobile liabilily, 
ailiolnol)ilo physical danlage, erimc and miseelianeons toil. Pifelllilulls are bascxl oil two factors: 
The exposure of the agency to various kinds of claim s, and the aulount of those elaiuls. 
Additionally, excess coverage is provided by the risk pool through couunereial insurauce carriers. 

1 leallh and accident coverage is provided to enll)loyees of tile Criminal District Com't for 
the Parish of Orleans independent of the risk pool. 

TOTAL COLUM NS ON GENERAL I'URPOSE 
FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

"l'ho Iotal colulllns oil tile goncr;d I'uir|)ose financial statenleuts are captioned M cnloralldunl 

Only (ow:rview) to indicate that they are presented oldy to facilitate financial allalysis. Data iu 
these cohanos do not present financial position or results of operations in confoiarity wilh generally 
aceel)texl act~ualiug principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lutcrfimd 
elim ination's have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 



~ole~ CIIANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

follows 
/i SuinmatT of chaogcs in gcnet~d fixcd assets, which consists of fluniture and equipment 

Ilalance , January 1, 1999 
Additions 
I)eletions 

Ilalance , Dcce mber 3 I, 1999 

No_tO  PENSION PLANS 

$1,077,914.17 
155,428.65 

_ < 48,L4~ 73~ 

$1,185,200.09 

I'lau descriplioll "llle Criufiual Court contributes to die Louisiana State Employees' 
Relireme~ll System (LSERS) and Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Ftmd 
(LCCRR), a eost-sllaring multiple-enlployer defined benefit pension plan administered by the 
l,ouisiaua State Employee s' Relirement System. LSERS and LCCRR provides relirco leat and 
disability benefils, annual cost-of-living adjustments, and death beaefik~ to plan members and 
beneficiaries. The Louisiana Stale Enlployce s' Retirement System issues a publicly available 
finauci~d reporl that includes financial statements aud lequirc~l SUl)plementary information for 
I,SERS and I,CCP, R. Tllcse Icporls may be oblained by writing to Louisiana State l!ulployccs' 
Rclircmcflt System, Post Office Box 44213, Baloll Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4213. 

li+nlltlillg policy Plan luenibers ale requiled to eontribule a l)ortioa of tlieir anuual 
covered salary aud "~'rinlinal Court is required to contribute at actuarially dctermiued rates as 
fullows: 

I,SERS <thru June30, 
I,SERS <after June 30, 
I,CCRR <thru June 30, 
LCCRR <after June 30, 

1999> 
1999> 
1999> 
1999> 

Employee 
7.50%  
7.50%  
8.25%  
8.25%  

Employer 
12.40%  
12.30%  
10.00%  
10.00% 

The eoulribuliou roquireinco ts of plan nleiubers and Criiuinal Court are established and 
may be amended  by the LSERS and LCCRR. Tile Criufinal Court co ntribtltions to LSERS and 
LCC.RR Ibr lhe year ending l)eeember 31, 1999 are as follows: 

LSERS 
LCCRR 

$ 93,587.74 
$ 67,157.48 



ISole__4 I'OSTRETI REM ENT 11EALTI I CARE AND 
LIFE INSURANCE BENEFfi'S 

The I]oatd of Jury Commissioners for tile Pa6sb of Orleaus provides certain continuing 
health c~le and lilb iasurance benefits for its retired employees. Substautially all of the board's 
cmploy~;s beco me eligible for those bcaelits after they complete tea yea rs of service and reach 
normal roti(ement age while working for the board. Those bea efits for retirccs and similar benefits 
for active cmployces are provided through an insumuco  eompauy whose moathly plcmilans are 

paid jointly by the employee aud by 111o board. The total cost of providing health care and life 
iusurauca~" bco efits to boil1 active aud retired employees for file fiscal year endcA December 31, 
1999 was $8,698.20. 

ISttt e_,5_ LEASES 

The Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orlea ns records items trader ea pilal leases as 
assets and obligations in the accompallying financial statements. Capital leases at December 31, 
1999, consist of a copier and oilier office equipmenl.which arc iucluded in th0 fixed assets at 
$40,180.80. 

The following is a summary of future m inimum lease payments under ea pital lea ses aud 
the preseJll value of Ihe net m iuimum lease paymea ts as of l)ecember 31, 1999. 

lfscal_Y~a[ 

2(10t) 
2001-2004 

Falurc 
M iuimmn 
Lease 

$ 8,338.56 
_ 11 24122 

Total $19,579.78 

Presellt 
_Valu~ 

$ 8,338.56 
_ 11.2_41.22 
$19,579.78 

The lease agreements provide for renewal and purchase options at the end of tile lea se 
term . "ll~e lessee m ay retlew the lease for one year at tile same price as tbe origiual lease or lhe 
lessee may purchase file equipment for an amount as specified ill the lease agrcemeut. 

ISo1~~6_ CIIANGF, S IN AGENCY FUND BALANCE 

A summaly of changes in Probational Assessment, Restitution and Court Cost Agency 
Fuad Cash bala, lco s follows: 

l]alance at beginning of year 
Additions 
Rcxluctions 

Balance at co d of year 

$ 45,416.88 
408,275.15 

$ 86,409.51 



l~lO.(eT_ CI IANGES I~N GENERAL LONG-TERM 
OBLIGATIONS 

The following is a summary of Ihe long-total obligation tusaasaetiolls during tile year: 

I,ong-lerm obligations 
;at Jaauary 1, 1999 
Additions 
Ded uctions 

l,ong-term obligations 
at I)ee co lber 31, 1999 

bl01~,_8 CONTINGENT LIABILITY 

Capital 
Leases 

$13,486.94 
14,480.40 

_<_~38Z SX~ 

$19,579.78 

Paymco ts are made to court reporters from the Indigent Trauscript Special Revenue Fund 

by the order of the judges of the Criminal Court for the preparation of indigent transcripts. These 
i~aymco ts ate contingent on fimds being available. At December 31, 1999, court reporters Imve 
accumulated $10,645.79 in unpaid invoices. This unpaid muount in the Indigent Transcript Special 
P, evenue Fund Ires not been reco gnized as a liability at December 31, 1999, because as provided in 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:1381.1(C) payments to court reporters will be detenuiued by tile 
judges of the Criminal Court. lu addition to tile above noted unpaid invoices, the co rot, for the past 
several years has dclerm ined wrile-offs of coro t reports' invoices. As of this date, one of tile pas! 
court repolts' Ires initiated litigation assoeialed with indigent transcript invoices subm itted to tile 
court by such repeller, the outcome of wbich is uncertain. An estimate of tile total amount of 
indigent transcript co url reports' invoice s which Imve bee n written off by this court daring many 
procee ding periods is not delenniaable. Further, these write-otis Imve no! bee n accom plished 
within generally accepted acco untiug standards. 

Tile Critniual Court is a defcud,'mt in several separate petdiug litigation iteuls, tile outcome 
of which is uncertain. No provision has been made in the appended  fiuaucial statements regardiug 
these m atter s. 

~01~9_ STATE SUPREM E COURT RULING 

defeuse 
No. 92-KK-1503 date September 9, 1993 - attorneys are now entitled to fees for indigent 

No. 93-KK-2515 and 93-KK-2654 - co nsolidated with No. 93-KK-2589 - a district court 
can order the local govermnent of tile parish where the eases arc being tried  to defray necessary 
defetlses surrounding indigco t defense, first fllrough the Criminal Court Fund. 



~olcAQ 

1)ulin~, Ihe year ended Dcccmbcr 31, 1999, ccrlain judges of Criminal District Court for 
the Parish of Orlcaus wcrc paid travcl per diem flora court fimds. Other judges and commissioners 
choose to receive travcl rcimburscmcat c~dusivcly fi'om funds of the Statc of Lotfisiatm Suprcmc 

Court. The following amounls wcrc paid to judges fi'om fimds of Orleans Parish Criminal Districl 
Court fbr p~:r dicJr.,. 

Judge Charles EIIoie 

Judge Patrick Quinlan .~  

Judge Sharou K . Hunlcr 

Judge Frank A . M arullo 

Judge Calvin Johnson 

Judge Denni,; W aldron 

Judge Julian Parker 

JudEe Camille Bum s 

Judge Raymond Bigelow 

Judge Icon A. Cannizzaro, Jr. 

Judge Arthur Hunter 

Judge Gerard l]anseu 

Commissioner M arie Bookmau 

Commissioner llarry Cmltrell 

Commissioner Anthony Russo 

Commissioner Joe Giarrusso 

AtraoxuLt 

$ 300.00 

$ 776.70 

$ 1,764.70 

$ 3,913.44 

$ 396.00 

$ 525.0D 

$ 1,376.70 

$ 2,100.26 

$ 1,067.31 

$ 2,047.90 

$ 2,553.80 

$ 736.86 

$ ,118.70 

$ 190.00 

$ 1,232.70 

$ 705.37 
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Criminal District Cour! For 
The Parish of Orleans 

Year ended December 3 I, 1999 
Schedule of Changes in Cagh Balances 

AI .ANIC b~ AT IIEfllNN 1N(~ O I? Y EAR 

ADDI1;tONS 
Restilulion 
Probalion ;?lssesslllellIS 
Courl Cosls 

Total additions 
Total 

KISD_UCX IONS 
Payments Io victims 

BA LA~C] ~,_ M  "_ "El~l l.)._OJ~ XJ.~AR 

SdwAul~  

~_EUIRDS 

$__4&4L6~ ~_?t 

202,492.08 
497.00 

_ _4Q~ 2ZL15_ 
_ 4~3~6~L03 

_ 3_~7,28~ 52 

$ 86,409.51 



SCI I EDULE .DE FE DF.~RAL. I~/d~AFiCIAh ASSISLrAblC E~ 

Criminal District Court For 
The Palish of Orleans 

For tile yc'-~r cndt~d December 3 l, 1999 

Fed eral grantor/ l'rogl am 
Pass-Throu~_;h gramor/ or Award 
Erogtam3?itl~_._ .CEI)2X// Autount 

U.S. 1)cpa rllllent of 
Justice 16.579 
Passed through 
State of lxmisiaua 
Colnlllissiou Oil Law 

,Enforce m ent and 
Administration of 
Criminal Justice: 

Intensive, Probation, Supervision, Program 
12/1/94-4/30/95 $ 93,873.00 
5/1/95-4/30/96 230,948.00 
5/I/96-4/30/97 226,667.00 

Schcdttl "~A 

Fcdcral 
l?grtion Ke, waltt~ E~l~ca/dittttca 

$ 68,850.00 
1711,000.00 
170.000.00 

$ 68,850.00 
170,000.00 
170,000.011 

$ 68,850.00 
170,000.00 
170,000.00 

I)ru,tg "l'esling Enhancenlet~t (Court Delay) 
6/1195-5131/96 $92,371.00 $68,188.00 $68,188.00 $68,188.00 
5/I/96--4/30/97 92,371.00 68,188.00 68,188.00 68,188.00 
5/1/97-4/30/98 300,062.00 221,506.00 221,506.00 221,506.00 
5/I/98-11/30198 189,131.00 141,848.00 135,563.00 135,563.00 
12/1/98-2/28/99 79,229.00 58,494.00 57,830.011 57,830.011 

Pretrial Suprrvision of W om en 
11/I/96-3/31/97 $ 60,960.00 $ 45,500.00 
4/1/97-8131/97 58,241.00 42,994.00 

Pretrial Intervention 
711/99-6/3010 $377,992.00 $283,494.00 

$ 45,000.00 
42,994.00 

$ 45,0110.00 
42,994.00 

$107,071,00 $124,743.91 

U.S. Department of 
Justice 16.585 
Passed through 
Louisiana Supreme 
Court 

Drug Court Program 
3/1/97-9/30/98 $529,632.00 $397,212.00 $397,212.00 $397,212.00 
10/1/99-9/30/01 $266,667.00 $200,000.00 $ 0,00 $ 0.00 

U.S. Del)attment of 
Justice 16.590 
Passed tbrougll 
Cily of New Orleans 

Domeslie Violenc, e 
9/1/98-8/31/99 $ 92,188.00 $ 92,188.00 $ 92,188.00 $92,188.00 



 

Criminal District Court For 
Tile Parish of Orleaus 

For the year ended 1)ecember 3 I, 1999 

,SI~ :3AL YdLVJ:;I~UI2 EUBD~ 

INDIGENT TI(ANSCI(IPT FUND 

As provided by Louisiaua Revised Statue 13:1381.1, the Indigent Transcript Fund acco unts for 
the costs ~ssesscxl every non-indigent dcfco dant who is c~ avicted by trial or elltcrs a plea of guilty 
or forfeits bond. The funds are collected by the Orleans Parish Criminal Sheriff's Office as a part 
of court cosls and rem itted to file Indigent Trauscript Fund. The Proceeds are used solely to 
compensate court rcportcrs for the preparation of tm useripts for indigent defenders. Payments are 
made to cou]l lepollers when fimds are available. 

SANITY COM M ISSION FUND 

The Sanity Commission Fund was established by the chief judge to help pay the costs of 
determ ining eellain defendant's mcl:tal condition. 'l'bese costs are financed by grants flora the Slate 
Sul)rcule Court. 

,IUDICIAI, Iz.XPENSE FUND 

As provided by Louisiaaa F, cvised Statute 13:1381.4, the ,ludieial Expense Fund acco unts for the 
costs assessed every dL~fendant who is convicted by trial or enters a plea of guilty or forfeits bond. 
Costs assesscd in crilniaal eases arc co llected by the Orlcaus Parish Criminal Sherill"s Offi ce as a 
part of coult costs and rcmittc~l to the Judicial Expense Fund. Tile City of New Orleans collects 
costs assessed in civil aud traffic courts and lemits the funds to the Judicial Expeusc Fund. No 

salaries nmy be paid fiom the .ludieial Expense Fund to any judges of rite court. 

BOARD OF JURY COM M ISSIONERS 

The Boald of Jm y Commissioners for the Parish of Orleans was established under tile provisions 
of Article 401 of tile Code of Criminal Procedures to provide for the administration of a central 

jury pool Ibr the OHeaus Parish Criminal Dish'iet Court. This plogram is fimdcd by the City of 
New Orleans and State of Louisiana grants. 



INTENSIVE PROBATION 

The intcasiv+ Ihobalioa Fund leplescl|ls a fed eral glaal flolll tile U
,S. Dcpathuent of Justice 

passed  through tile Slate of [,oaisiaaa commission ou l,aw Ell[*oreealelll alld Admiuistratiou of 
Criminal Juslice. The pro pose of the funding is 1o provide a sentencing option in lieu of 
in~areeratioJ~ for thost: offenders who require greater supervision than regular probaliou

. 

RENAISSANCE 

"111e Criminal Court's Renaissance, Inc. Fund represents a non-profit eoqaomtioa established 
exclusively tbr the purpose of restoring, preserving and umiatainiug the art work, sculptural relief 
and the archilccttu al design and integrity of the Criminal Court's building

. 

TARGET CITIES 

"
,l'be Target Cities Fund represents a grant received from tbe State of Louisiana Dg>artmeut of 

lteallh and I lospilals, Division of Alcohol and Dnlg Abuse. The purpose of file fund is to give 
priority to pmcgaaut women drug addicls as to outreach activities and counseling

. 

COURT DEI,AY 

STATE A PPROPItJATIONS 

The Act I 8,10 mad 19 Fund represents a stale grant from the treasurer of the State of Louisiaua
, The purpose of the fimding is to provide staff personnel and selected Cxluipment

, to extend the 
eotuls drug tesliag, sereeuhlg, aad lfeatmcn[ process ill the magistrate court

. 

DOM ESTIC VIOLENCF, 

D1111 COURT INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

The DHII Court Intervention Program repmseuls a passed through grant from the Slate of 
Louisiana from the Department of Health and llospitals

. The purpose of the fimdiag is drug 
screening, assessment and referral to link substance abusers in lhe justice system to treahneut 
ageueies. 



Cri,.~xinal Disllict Coult For 
The Parish of Odeaus 

Dece mber 31, 1999 

CD_UI(T_CX~ ST.AGF.~ .(,~ _EI.//~ S 

The Probational Assessment and Restitution Agency Fund aec ount.s for the amount a 
defendea~t is oldered to pay at the discretion of the court when the court has suspended the 
imposilion or execution of a sentence and has placed the defendant on probation. Paynlenls ale 
umde to viclims for restitutioJl of their losses as ordered by the court. Probational assessments are 
paid upon collection to the criminal sheriff of Orleans Parish as provided by Louisiana Revised  
Stalule 15:571.11 (D). 

The Court Cost Agency Fund collects all costs assessed against defendants pursuant to 
Louisiana Revised Statute 13:1377 (B) effective September 1, 1991. Paym~nts are distribuled 
monthly Io the olher agencies which parlleipale in the amotml ofcoult costs assessed . 



l~him e (504) 283-9275 
Fax (504) 283 9277 

IIE N R Y  S ILV IA  
CERTIFIED PUB] ,1C ACCOUNTANT 

A ]~lofe~ iotlal C(Jrporation 6305 Elysian Fields Ave 

Suite 303 
New Orleans, LA 70122 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITII REQUIREM ENTS APPI,ICAI|I,E 
TO EACll M AJOR PItOGRAM  AND INTERNAL CONTRO L O VER 
COM I'LIANCE 1N ACCO RDA NCE w rl'll O M B CI RCULAR A-IL33 

I louorablc Gcrald J. I lausen, Chief Judge 
C~im iual District Court fox" the I'arish of Orleans 
New Orleans. Louisiana 

Eomlzliatx~~ 

June 20, 2000 

W e have audited the conlpliaace of Criminal District Court for the Palish of Orleaas, with 
lhe types of cx~mpliauce requirements described ia the U.S. Offi ce of M anagement and Budget 
(OM B) Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that are applicable to each of its major federal 
program s fol the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999. Crim inal District Count for the Parish of 
Orleaus's major fe, deral programs are identified in the summary of audilor's xesults section of Ihc 
accompanying schc~hde of findings and queslioued costs. Coulpliauce wilh tile r~~luimmeuts of 
laws, regulations, contracts and g~auls al)l)licable to each of its luajor federal i)nogtams is the 
responsibility of Criufinal Dishict Court for the l'arish of Orleaus's mauagement. O ar 
respozlsibili{y is to express an opinion on Criminal District Court for tile Parish of Orleaus's 
complianc~," bascxl on our audit. 

W e conducled our audit of compliauce in accordance with generally acceptexl auditing 
standards; the standards applicable to financial audils contained in Government Auditiug 
Standards, issued by fl~e Comptroller Genera l of the United Slates; and OM B Circular A-133, 
Audils of States, Local Govem meals, and Nolll)rofit Organizatioas. Those slaadards aud OM B 
Circular A-133 rcquire tlmt we plan aud perforln the audit 1o obtain reasonable assunauce about 
whether aoneoml)liance with the types of eouxpliauce xequireulcnls rcferrcAI to above that could 
have a dilrcet and material effect on a major fcderal program occurred. An audit includes 
examining, on a lest basis, evidence about Criminal District Court for the Parish of OLlcaus's 
coml)liaucc with those requircmeuls aud performing such other procedures as wc considered 
necessary in the circumstauces. W e believe tllat our audit provides a reasoJmble basis for our 
opilfiOn. Ot0r audit does not provide a lcgal determination on Criminal District Court for the Pm ish 
of Ollcans's compliaucc with those rcquircmcnts. 



 

In our opinion, Ciiminal District Court for t11o Parish of Orleans, complied, ill all material 
respccls, wifll tile requirements referred to above that are applicable to each of ils major fedcral 
programs for tile year ended December 31, 1999. The results of our auditing proccdurcs disclosed  
jnstallCL~S O1" noucolllpliaace with those requireluel|ls that arc required to be reported  ill accordance 
with OM B Circular A- 133 aad ~hicb arc described  in the acco mpaiwiug schedule of ill,dings atxd 
questioned  costs. 

lntem al~,~n t tel f~c~_fdOm lzli,'mc~ 

"lhe amnagenlent of Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orleaus, is respoasible for 
establishit,g mid maintaining effective internal control over compliance  veitll rexluircmeuts of laws, 
rcgulatiol~, eolltraets and grants applicable to federal prograals, la platmiag and perforluillg our 
audit, we co asideled  Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orleans's internal control over 

compliance with rcqukcmeuts that could have, a direct aad malcrial effect ca a nlajor fedcial 
program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of explcssiug our opinion oil 
c, ompliauc, e aud to test aud report on intcm al control over conlpliauce ill acco rdance  with OM B 
Circular A- 133. 

W e noted certain matters involving tile intern al control over compliance and its operation 
lhat we co nsider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our 
atlcution relating to significant deficicncies in the dcsiga or operation of the internal control over 

compliance that, in oar judgment, could advelscly affect Criminal District Court for the Parish of 
Orleaas's ability to administer a major federal program ill accordance with applicable requirements 
of laws, regulatious, contracts and granls. Reportable conditions are described in the 
accompanying sched ule of findings aad questioned  costs. 

A material weakoess is a condition ill vehich the desigtt or operation of cue or more of the 
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level tile risk that noucoullfliaacc  
with applicable requirements of laws, regulations, coatraets aud groats dial would be malerial in 
relation to a major federal program being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely 
period by employees ill the uom ml course of perfonuiug their assigned fim ctions. Our 
consideration of the imem al control over compliance would not necessarily disclose all m atters ill 
tile internal control flint m ight be reportable conditioas and, accordingly, would not necessarily 
disclose all reportable co nditioas tlmt ate also considered to be material weaknesses, Ilowever, of 
the tq)orlnble conditioas described above, we consider itelas ideatified on sched ule of findings and 
questionc~l costs as reportable couditiol~.s thereon to be material weaknesses. 

This report is intended  for the information of the audit committee, management, and 
federal a~ar'diug ,agencies and pass-through entities. However, lhis report is a mailer of Imblic 
record and its distribution is not limited. 

Ceitified l'ablic Acco unlaut 
A Professional Corpomtioa 
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H E N R Y  S ILV IA 
CERTIFIED I>U BLIC ACCOUNTANT 

SCIIEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

1 loaorable Gerald J. 1 lansen, Chief Judge 
Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orleans 
New Orleal+s. Louisiana 

June 20, 2000 

6305 Elysim ~ ]"ielda Ave 
Suite 303 

New Orleans, LA 70122 

It+ planning and perforating our audit of file general purpose fiuaacial slaielneals of 
Criminal District Court for the Parish of Orleans for lhe year ended December 31, 1999, we 
consider its iutern,ql cotttrol iu order to determ ine our auditing proced ures for the purpose of 

expressing our opiniun on tim gcaeral purpose fiuauciaLslatcnmids mtd nol to provide assurance on 
the intern al contro l, l lowcvcr, we noted  c, crtaia mattcrs involving intern al co.trol a.d its opcration 
that we consider to be rcporlable conditions under standards established  by tile Amcricau lust+lute 
of Certified Public Accountants. Rcpoflable conditions involve mattcrs coming to our attention 
relating to sQ,uificaut deficicJmies i. tile design or operation of the internal con+tel that, in our 
.iudgule,I, could adversely affect Criminal district Cotul flu the Parish of Oflt:mls's ability to 
iccold, p~ocess, Stlunnarize, aad report fiuaaeial data cousisteut with the assertions of nlcquagelueut 
it+ the get+elill purpose financial statements. 

A umtcrial wcakness is a reportable condition ia which tim design or opem tioa of one or 
more oftPm internal control components does not red uce to a relatively low level the risk that criers 
or fiaud ia amounts tim+ would be material iu relation to the general purpose, financial stale+teats 
being audited nmy occur and not be detected with+, a timely period by employt;es in the nomml 
course of performing their assigaed functious. 

Our consideration of intern al control ,,s, ould i1ot necessarily disclose ~dl matters in intern al 
co ntrol fltat m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. 
I Iowcvcr, wc noted the followi.g repel+able conditiotts that we believe to be nmtcrial weaknesses. 

(~) The fixed assets of rile co urt are not being adequately safeguarded against loss. 
Custodians of fixed assets are not required to report transfers, sales or 
obsolescence. Further, sales of fixed assets do not require approval of 
responsible officials. Fnrflter, fixed assets subsidiary ledgers are not balanced to 
rite colttrol general led ger on a periodic basis. Further, st+dr subsidiary ledgers do 
not contain all required  infom mtiou regarding a fill description of such assets as 
req,ired  by revised statues number 39:324. Subsidiary ledgers ate not 
periodically verified to physical cxisleuce of such assets. Certain fixed  assets 
have t)ccn staled to lie a( the home of au employee, suclt subsidiary does not 
tcllect any fixed  assets to be at home ofaay emldoyce. W rittcu policies regatdinl, 
accotuiti.g for fixed  assets does not exist. 



(~) Thenc arc conditions that indicate a fifilure by management to display and 
coual)uuicalo ~lU appropriate altitude Jcgarding iutcm a| controls aud rcportil|g 
process, ll}cse consist of (a) siguificaut inleinal couhols am(; not adequately 
moailored by mauagcmcul, (b) lack of cslablished policies and coatrols, (c) 
failure to estab|ish conh'ols to provide rea soaable compliaacc svith laws and 
regulations, (d) failure to correct known rcpor|ablc conditions/weaknesses iu 
internal controls on a timely basis and (el aa apparent lack ofc, oncem about 
deficiency in accounting systems and/or intern al control weaknesses. 

W e also noted tile following rcpoflablc conditions that arc not believed to be matcria 
wcakaesscs. 

(1) For several years, the court has not utilized prcnumbcred purclmse orders and 
rece iving reports. Certain sections of the court have been using purchase elders, 
premmlbered purchase orders and receiving tickets should be ulilized throughout 
the col.}r t, 

(2] 

(3) 

(4) 

"111~ court is not in compliaaee  with State of Louisiaua's revised slatues 
rcgardiug the adoption era budget. The budget process is required regarding the 
court general fund. 

I'rcparation ofmoulhly rcpolls have also omilled t~ s ercalcd by such programs 
and the expenditures assoeiatcd therewith, hnplemealation of the appropriate 
iutem al controls notcd above weald prevent such omissions. 

Asset acquisitions have been accomplished  by verbal coaunuaicatiotr. All asset 
acquisitions should be accomplished  by a written document signed by an 
authorized individual. Furlher, tiffs should also be aecomplishcxl by issuance of a 
prcuumbered  purchase order, also signed by an authorized individual. 

(5) Time reports are not being prepared for all employees of the court. Such time 
reports become especially important icgarding allocation of one employee  to 
more than ooe fired. Sucll lime reports would also assist the matching level of 
certain progrmns, where one Cml)k~yee is allocated to more than one fired for 
malcbing purposes. 



(6) Several special revenues fimds have allowable costs of certain salaries and 
rclatcxl be~efits. The aeeom~ting process has bccn recording salaries al~d rcla~cd 
benelils ofsucb fimds wilhin tile general fired aud recovering such cosls flora 
special revco ue funds as trausfcrs-in. Thereby causing the special rcvcuue fuuds 
to reflcet transfers-out, ralher than, relleeli~lg the expcaditurc of such salaries 
and relalcd benefits wilhia such special levemie fired. This process has allowed 
certain special revcnuc fimds to uudcr report salaries and related benefits and the 
general fund over report such expenditures. In order to siml)lify the special 
revcmle fired monthly rcporting documents, salaries and relatcxl bcaefits of cach 
separate fired should be recordcxl therein as an expeaditurc orsuch fired. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of Criminal District Court for the 
Parish of Orleans, managcmeat, and others within rite administration. This rcslriction is not 
il~tcndcd to limit distribution of rids report, which is a matter of public record. 

A I'rofessional Corporation 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL 
REPO RTING BASEl) ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS I~EItI,'ORM ED 

IN ACCORDANCE W ITII GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Gerard J. I lanscu, Chief Judge 
Criminal District Court for fire Parish of Orleans 
New Orlea,s. Louisiana 

Juue 20, 2000 

1  

W e have audited tire general purpose fiuaneial statements of Crimiual District Court for 
the Parish of Orleans, as of and for file year ended , December 31. 1999, and have issucd out" report 
thcleoa dated Juno 20, 2(100. W e conducted  our audit in accordance wilh go.orally accq)ted  
auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditiag Staudards, issued by the Comptroller Geuct~d of tire United  States. 

C~u01ian~  

As pad of obtailliug reasonable assurance about whether Criminal Distriet Coult for the 
Parish of Orlcaus'~; general purpose financial statcmeuls arc free of material misstatement, we 
pet formed tests of its compliaac~ with cc~ rain pa)visioas of laws, regulatious, coatracts aud grants, 
noncompliance with which could have a dilcc.t and material off'oct on the d~tcm fiuation of financial 
stalcnleut amotuRs However, providiug all opiuioll o1| compliallce with tllosc i)rovisious was uot all 
objective of our audit aud, accordingly, we do not express such an opinioa. The results of our tests 
disclosed  iustaaees of noacotnpliauc/e that are required to be reported  under Governarent Auditing 
Standards wllich arc described in the accompanying schtxlulc of findings and questioned  costs. 

hg~m aLfSol~l 

lu plmmil~g and performing our audit, we considered Criminal District Court for tbe Parish 
of Orlcaus's internal Control over fiuaucial reporting in order to determine out auditiug proced ures 
for the im rpose of expressing oar opinion on the general puq)ose financial stalenu;nls and not to 
provide assurallce on the internal control over fillmwial reporting. Ilowever, we noted  certain 
matters involving the internal control over financial lq)orling and its operatioll that we consider to 
be reportable conditions. P, eportable conditions iuvolve matters coming to our attcution ~elatiug to 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the iutcrual control over financial reporting 
that, in our judgment, could adversely affect Crinrinal District Court for the Parish of Orleaus's 
ability to record, process, summarize and report fiaaucial data consistent with the assertions of 
management iu the genera l purpose financial statements. Rcpoflable conditions arc described in the 
accompauyiug schedule of findings and questioned costs. 



 

A malcrial weakness is a coudition ill which tile design or operation of oue or molv of the 
internal control componcuts does not reduce to a relatively low level tile risk flint m isstatements i. 
atuounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose finallcJal slatclneats being 
audited may occur and not be dctecled within a timely period by elnployees in the normal course of 
performing Iheir assigued functions. Out consideration of file iutem al coutrol over financial 
reporting, would not necessarily disclose .all naalters ill tile internal control that m ight be reportable 
conditiolls and, accoldingly, would not l~.~ccssarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered  to be material weaknesses. 1 Iowevcr, of the reportable conditious described  above

, w e 

consider items .oil: on tile accompanying schedule of fiudillgs and questioaed costs to be material 
wcakncsscs. 

This report is intended  for tile iufonuation 
federal awarding agencies aad pass-fllrough entities. 

Iccord and its disllibution is nol limited . 

of tile audit couunittce , nlanagenlent, and 
tlowever, this report is a matter of public 
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Dear M r. Silvia 

PARISH O F NEW  O RLEAN S 

M AO ISTFIATE SECTIO N 

JullC 20, 2000 
2700 TULANE AVENUE 

NEW  O~LEANS, LA 70119 
PHONE 827-3440 

FAX 826-55gg 
FAX B27-3381 

Ill resl)ouse to tile findings noted  in your audit report for tile year euded Dece mber 31 
999 the following is subm itted: 

As to the accountabilily of the Court's fixed assets, this fuuctic)a has also been 
assigned  to a fidl-cllargcd bookkeeper, and the ace ountabilily of ,';uch assets is in 
the proce ss of being resolved. 

As to tile nlanageulent of the Court responding to various detlcieucies of the 
overall accounting system, the Court has applied  for funding "with the Stale of 
I,ouisiaua in oRIcr Io allow Ihc Cotutlo employ a qualified  individual wilh 
govcltullelltal aecouutiug cxpcricuee. It is tile Court's opiuiou tllat such an 
individual will allow this Court to remedy findings noted within such audit report. 

As to tile persistent use of I)urchase orders, tile Court in ca bauc passed a 
Icsoluliou requiriug the use ofpurehase orders in every iustauce. 

As of' dfis date, the Judicial Admiuistrator Ilas bce u instructed  to ploceczl witll tile 
rcquircxl procedures to mce t the budget process for the year 2001. 

It is the Court's belief that the above noted policies and proecdorcs anticipated by this 
Courl ate responsive to the findings. 

Very truly yours, 


