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To the 0udges 
Fortieth Judicial 
Edgard , Louisiana 

INDE PENDENT AUD ITOR 'S RE PORT 

I have audited the accompanying financial statements of the 
Fortieth Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, a component unit 
of the St . John the Baptist Parish Council, as of and for the year 
ended December 31[, 1998, as listed in the tab]e of contents . 

These financial statements are the responsibi]ity of the judges of 
the Fortieth Judicial District Court . My responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these financial statements based on my 

audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
standards contained in the Government Auditing Stagdards, 

issued by the Comptroller Genera] of the United States . Those 
standards require that I p]an and perform the audit to obtain 
~easonab le assurance about whether the financial statem ents are 
free of mater]a] misstatement . An audit includes examining, on a 
test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the 
financia] statements . An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
managem ent , as well as evaluatlnq the overall financial statement 
presentation . ] believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis 

for my opinion . 

in my opinion , the component unit financial statements 
referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Fortieth Judicial District JudJcia] 
Expense Fund, as of December 31, 1998, and the results of 
operations for the year then ended in conformity with genera]ly 
accepted accounting principles. 



 

The year 2000 supplementary information on page 19 is not a 
required part of the basic financial statements but Js 
supplementary information required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board . I have applied certain lim ited procedures, which 
consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the 
methods of measurement and presentation of the supplementary 
JnformatJon . However, I dJd not audit the information and do not 
express an opJnion on Jt . In addition, I do not provide assurance 
that The Fortieth Judicial District Court is or will become year 
2000 compliant, that the Fortieth Judicial District Court's year 
2000 remediation efforts will be successful Jn whole or Jn part, 
or that parties with which the Fortieth Judicial District Court 
does business are or wi]] become year 2000 compliant 

My audit was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion 
on the financial statements taken as a whole . The combining and 
individual fund and account group financial statements, listed in 
the tab ]e of content , are p resented for purposes o f addJtJona] 
analysis and are not a required part of the ffinancJal statements 
of the Fortieth Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund . Such 

finformatJon has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied 
in the audit of the financial statements and, Jn my opinion, fis 
fairly presented Jn all material respects in relatJon to the 
fJnancJa] statements taken as a whole . 

In accordance with Government AuditJng Standards, I have also 
issued a report dated April 23, 1999 on my consideration of the 
FortJeth Judicial DJstrict Court 's compliance and Jnterna] control 
over financial reporting based on an audit of financial statements 
performed tin accordance with Government Auditing Standards . ThJs 
report is presented separately after the notes to the financial 
statements of this audit report . 

April 23, 1999 r 



FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATEMENT A 
ST . JOH~ THE BAPTIST PARISH COUN CIL 
ALL ED]WD TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET 
December 31, 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash 
Petty Cash 
Revenue Receivable - Criminal 
Revenue Receivable - Civil 
Revenue Receivable Suprerae Court 

Propex ty and Equipment (Note 2) 
Furniture & Fixtures 
Equipment 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable 

TO3~ L LIABILITIES 

FUND EQUITY 
3nvestment in General Fixed Assets 
Fui%d Balance 
Unreserved 

TOTAL EQUITY 

TO~ L LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

DECEMBER 31. 1998 

Governmental Account 
Fund Type Group 

Special 
Revenue 

Fund 

409 
i00 

451 

845 
678 

Genera] 
Fixed 
Assets 

$28,205 
94.392 

Total 
Memorandum 
Only) 

409 
100 

451 
845 

678 

28,205 
94,392 

$2,630 

2.630 

$2,630 

2.630 

122.597 

169,853 

292.458 

See Accountant ' s Audit Report 
The accompanying notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this ststement 
FORM 5 5 



 

FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND STATEMENT E 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, A~D CHANGES IN FUN D BALANCE 

FOE THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1998 

REVENUES : 

Criminal 
Civil 
Supleme Court Reimbursements 
F]NS Grant 
Juvenile Probation Fee 
Interest 

Grant LCLE 
Grant St. John Pai~sh Coullcil 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES : 

Current- 

Conferences, Dues, and Courses 
Supplemental Pay 
Clerical 
Court Reporter 
Law Clelk 
Probation Officey 

LibYary 
M~scellaneous 
Jury & Court Lunches 
Juvenile Services 
Office Supplies 
Professional Fees 
Repairs & Maintenance 
Supplies 
Telephone 
Travel 
Advertising & l?ubl]c Relations 

Storage 
Salary Reimbursement 
Meetings 
Lease 
Pelsonne] 
Service Charges 

DECEMBER 31, 1998 

Governmental 
Fund Type 

Special 
Revenue 

Fund 

$58,350 
23,865 

18,633 
25,000 

375 

2,171 
5,233 

5.000 

Total 
Memorandum 

Only) 

$55,35O 
23,865 
18,633 
25,000 

375 

2,171 
5,133 

5.00O 

135.507 135.507 

6,113 

6,835 
8,975 

1,337 

9,971 
16 ,483 

584 
713 

909 

5,859 
4,900 

1,579 

2,518 

2,826 

9,152 
1,119 

633 
26,687 

450 
1,768 

10,s00 

94 

6.113 

835 

975 
337 

971 

483 
584 
713 
909 

859 
9OO 

579 
518 
826 

152 

]19 

633 

See Accountant's Audit Repol:t. 
The accompanying notes to tile financial statements are an integral ;}art of this statement 
FORM 3 6 



 

STATEMENT B 

FORTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND (Continued) 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHA~GES IN FUN D BALANCE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1998 

Capi tal Out ] ay 
Equipment 
Furnl ture 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF' REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) 
FINANCING SOURCES 

OF REVENUES AN D OTHER 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE, January ] 

FUND BALANCE. Decembel 31 

See Accountant's Audit Report 
The accompanying notes to the 
FORM 3 

DECEMBER 31, 1998 

Governmental 
Fund Type 

Special 
Revenue 

Fund 

3j006 
378 

123,689 

Total 
Memorandum 
Only) 

558 
558 

558 
558 

statements are an integral part of this statement 
7 



FUNDS . SPECIAL REVENUE FIIN])S 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENIIES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHAN GES 
IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1998 

REW :NUES : 

ci imJna] 
Civil 
Supreme Coult Reimbursements 
FINS Gzant 
JuvenJ ] e Pyobat J [)n Fee 
Interest 
G1 ant - LCLE 
Giant- St. dohn I,ayJsh Co%lllCJ] 

EXPENDITURES : 
Cul rent 

Confelcnces, I)uerl, arid Courses 

Eupp] ement a] Pay 
Clelica] 
COUlt R(~Ol t el 
l,aw C]elk 

PI obat ion OffJcei 

Mf sce] ] allcous 

LJklly & COUl [ l,ullchcE; 

JuvenJ ] e ServJ ces 
office SiIppl ies 
PI ofessJona] Fees 
Eep~i~s & Maintenan<e 
Supp] f es 
Te ] ephon( 

T~ ave] 
Adve~ ~ 5 sin9 & Publ it~ Relatlons 
SLO~ age 
Sa]aly Rcimbursement 
ge(t i ngs 
I,ease 

Pe~ sonnel 
S~ vJ ce Charges 

DECEMBER 31, 1998 

Specla] Revenue funds 

Favoz ab] e 
Actual (Unfavorable 



'] O~ AI, EXPEND] TURES 

F~ DS - SPECIAL RZVEh'IJE F~ S 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, Ah[D CHANGES 

IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET (GAAP BASIS} AND ACTUAL 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1998 

IOTAL OTHER F]NANCING SOURCES (USES 

vaziance 
Favorable 

Actual (UnfavoJable 

EXCESS (I)EF/C/ENCY) OF REVENUES AND OTHER 
FINANCING SOURCES OVER EXPENI)]TURES $5, 048 $] ], 818 

S['e Account ant ' s Audit kepol t. 

3he actompanyin9 notes to the f~nancial statements ale all Jntegzal palt of this statement 
~C)RM 6 

9 



FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT JUD IC IAL EX PEN SE FUN D 

ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUNCIL 
N OTE S TO FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

Note I . Summ ary of Significant Accounting Policies 

A . Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying financial statements of the Fortieth 
Jud icial District Judicial Expense Fund , a component un it of the 
St . John the Baptist Parish Council, have been prepared in 

~gtab]ishJng 

policies are 

B 

movernmenta] accountin and financial reportJn~ 
the government 's accounting The more significant of 

described below . 

~ 9_<t J ng _E_nt it ff 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting 
purposes, the St . John the Baptist Parish Council is the financial 
reporting entity for St . John the Baptist Parish . The financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (parish 
council), (b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which 
nature and significance of their relationship with the primary 
governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting 
entity 's financial statements to be m isleading or incomplete . 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent No .]4 
estab]ished criteria for determining which component units should 
be considered part of the St . John the Baptist Parish Council for 
financial reporting purposes . The basic criterion for including a 
potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial 
ac:countabi]Jty . The GA SB has set forth criteria to be considered 
in determ ining financial accountability . This criteria includes : 

]. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing 
body, and 

a . The ability of the council to impose its wil] on that 

organization and/or 



b 

FORTIETH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT JUD ICI~ 3 EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUN C IL 

N OTE S TO FINAN CIA L STA TEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

2 . Organizations for which the council does not appoint a voting 

majorJty but are fiscally dependent on the council. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial 
statement would be misleading if data of the organization is 
not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship . 

Because the court is fiscally dependent on the council, the 
Fortieth Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund was determ ined to 
be a component: unit of the St . John the Baptist Parish Council, 
the financial reporting entity . The accompanying financial 
statements present information only on the funds maintained by the 
expense fund and do not present ~nformation on the parish council, 
the general government services provided by that governmental 
unit , or the other governraental units that comprise the financial 

reporting entity , 

C 

The court uses funds and account groups to report on its 
financial position and the results of its operations. Fund 
accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid 
financial managem ent by segregating transactions relating to 
certain government functions or activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing 
set of accounts . On the other hand , an account group is a 
financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for 
certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the fund 
because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources . 

Funds of the court are classified as 
Goverrlmenta] funds account for the court 's 

ii 

governmental funds 
general activ ities, 



FORT IETH JUD ICIAL D ISTR ICT JUD ICIAL EXPEN SE FUND 

ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUN CIL 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally 
restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general 
fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt . 

Governmental funds of the judicial expense fund include: 

D . Basis of A ccounting 

]'he accounting and financial reporting treatment app lied to a 
fund is determined by its measurement focus . The Special Revenue 
Fund is accounted for using a current financial resources 
measurement focus . With this measurement focus, only current 
assets and current liabilities are generally included on the 
balance sheet . The operating stateraent presents increases and 
decreases in net current assets . 

The records of the Fortieth Judicial District Judicial 
Expense Fund are maintained on a cash basis of accounting . 
However, the Special Revenue Fund reported in the accompanying 
financial statements has been converted to a modified accrual 
basis of accounting utilizing the following practices in recording 
revenues and expenditures : 

Revenues 

Court costs are recorded in the month the fees are collected 
by the St . John Parish Clerk of Court for civil cases and the 
St . John Parish Sheriff 's office for crim inal cases . 
Revenues receivables reflect amounts collected in December 
but not rem itted until January of the following year . 
interest income is recorded when earned . 

A ]] other revenues are recorded when received 

12 



FORTIETH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT JUD ICIAL  EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUN CIL 

N OTE S TO F INAN CIAL STA TEMEN TS 

DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

Expend:[tures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability 
Js incurred , except for principal and interest on genera] 
long-term liabilities which is recognized when due . 

E. Budget:_s _
artd Bud3 etary Accounting 

F. Bac k~ Co u~!d 

The }'ortieth Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund was 
created by the State of Louisiana Act No . 52, House Bi]] No . 39 
of the ]984 regular Legislative session . It authorized collection 
from every person filing any type of civil suit or proceeding and 
who is not otherwise exempted by law from the payment of court 
costs, a sum not to exceed fifteen dollars , in all criminal 
cases, there shall be collected an amount not to exceed seven 
dollars and fifty cents from every defendant who is convicted 
after a trial or other plea of guilty or who forfeits his bond , 

These costs are to be in addition to all other fines, costs 
or forfeitures imposed by law. Act 834, Section 57] . ]~ of the 
]993 Regular I,eg]slative session authorizes a]] judgements of bond 
forfeitures resulting from the posting of a surety bond in a 
criminal proceeding in the State of Louisiana shall be collected 
by the district attorney . The district attorney sha]] distribute 

ten (]0%) percent of all funds collected to the court fund of the 
parish where the bond was posted . The Fortieth Judicial District 

Court has three (3) divisions. 

In general, the funds may be used for" any purpose or purposes 
connected with , incidental in or related to proper adm inistration 
or function of the Fortieth Judicial Distrd ct Court or the offices 

of the individual judges. For further information one should 
refer to Act 52, House Bill No . 39, Section 996:40 of 

]3 



FORT IETH JU D IC IAL D ISTR ICT JUD ICIAL EXPEN SE FUND 

ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PA R ISH COUNCIL 
N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

the ]984 regular I,ouisiana Legislative session and Act 382, House 
BJl] No .2037, of section 996:41 of the ]990 Regular Louisiana 
Legislative session . 

G . Cash and Cash E uivalents and Investments 

Cash includes am ounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing 
demand deposits, and money market accounts . Cash equivalents 
include amounts in t~me deposits and those investments with 
original maturities of 90 days or less . Under state law , the 
board may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing 
demand deposits, raoney m arket accounts, or time deposits with 
state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks 
having their prJne~pal offices in Louisiana . 

Under state law, the board may invest in United States bonds 
treasury notes, or certificates . These are classified as 
investments if their original maturities are 90 days; however

, if 
the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified 
as cash equivalents . Investments are stated at cost . 

H . Fffxed A ssets 

Fixed A ssets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased
, 

and the related assets are reported in the genera] fJ~ed assets 
account group . No depreciation has been provided on fixed assets 
Fixed assets are valued at historical cost . 

I . Teta] Co lumn s on Statem ents 

The total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum 
Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate 
financial analysis . Data in these columns do not present 
financial position or results of operations in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles . Neither is such data 
comparable to a consolidation . 

]4 



FORTIETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT JUD ICIAl, EXPEN SE FUN D 
ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUN C IL 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

Note 2 . Cash and Cash Equivalents 

At December 3], ]998, the board 
(book balances) totaling $167,409 as 

Demand deposits 
Interest-bearing demand deposits 
Total 

has cash and cash equivalents 
follows : 

$ ],955 
165,454 

$ 167,409 

These deposits are stated at cost , which approximates market , 

Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) 
must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . The market value of 
the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at 
all tim es equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent , 
These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent 
bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptab le to 
both parties. At December 31, 1998, the district has $168,619 
in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured 
from risk by $]00,000 of federal deposit insurance and $68,619 
of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of 

the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollatera]ized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statem ent No . 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell 
the pledged securities within I0 days of being notified by the 

judges that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds 
upon demand . 

]5 



FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT JUD IC IAL EX PEN SE FUND 

ST . JOHN THE BA PT IST PAR ISH COUN CIL 
N OTE S TO F INAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

Note 3 . Changes in Fixed A ssets 

Division A 

The following Js a summ ary of 
fixed assets account group for the 

Furniture & Fixtures 
Equipment 

the changes in the genera] 
year ended December 31, 1998 

Balance 

1/1/98 Additions Deductions 

$ 9,113 $ - 0 - 
48,800 ],477 

$57,9]3 $ 1,477 

$ - 0 
1,962 

$1,962 

Ba ] ance 

]2/3]/98 

$ 9,]]3 
48,315 

$57,428 

The following is a summary of the changes in general fixed 
assets account group for the year ended December 3], ]998 . 

Furniture & Fixtures 
Equipment 

Balance 

1/1/98 Additions Deductions ]2/3]/98 

$ 8,019 
25,310 

$33,329 

$ - 0 - 
884 

$ 884 

$ - 0 - 
2,771 

$ 2,771 

The following is a summary of the changes in general 
assets account group for the year ended December 3], ]998 

Furn iture & Fixtu res 

Equipment 

Balance 
1/]/98 Additions 

$ 8,0]9 
2 3,423 
$3],442 

Deductions ]2/31/98 

$10,694 
23,]95 
$33,889 

]6 

$ 378 
645 

$ 1,023 

$ - 0 - 
],185 

$ i, 185 

$Ii, 072 

$33,727 



FORTIETH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT JUD ICIAL EXPEN SE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUNC IL 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

N ote 4 . R evenues 

Thirty-three and one-third percent (33 1/3%) of total 
revenues are allocated to each division of the Fortieth Judicial 

District Court. Each judge is responsible for administering the 
funds for his or her division . 

Note 5 Act No .52 of the 1984 regular Louisiana Legislative 
Se ssion 

Prior to this Act, the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District 
included the two parishes of St . Charles and St . John the Baptist . 
Section 5 of this act split the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District and 
created the Fortieth Judicial Distr~ct . Presently, the Twenty- 
Ninth Judicial District includes St . Char]es Parish and the 
Fortieth Judicial District includes St . John the Baptist Parish . 

Note 6 . Litigation and Claim s 

There are no claims or litigation pending against the court 
at December 3], ]998 . 

N o te 7 . Lease s 

Division A ]eases a copier under a three year operating 
]ease . The lease Js based on usage and expires January, ]999 

The monthly rental is $80.15. 

Division C ]eases a copier under a three year operating 
]ease . The ]ease is based on usage and expires January, 2000 
The monthly rental is $80.]5. 

17 



FORTIETH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT JUD ICIAl, EXPEN SE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PA RISH COUN CIL 

NOTE S TO F INAN CIAL  STA TEM EN TS 
DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

N ote 8 . Supp lem ental Inform ation 

Tbe Fortieth Judicial District Court has no board members and 
therefore no one was paid a per diem . The Fortieth OudicJa] 
District Judicial Expense Fund received federal financial 
assistance through a subgrant from the Louisiana 
Enforcement . These funds are accounted for under 

Program Fund . The amount of expenditure for ]998 

18 

Commission on ]Jaw 
the MentorJng 

was $5,]33. 



FORTIETH JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT JUD ICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BAPTIST PAR ISH COUNCIL 
REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTAR Y INFORMATION 

DECEMBER 31 , 1998 

Note A - Year 2000- Issue (Unaudited) 

The Year 2000 Issue is the result of shortcom ings in many 
electronic data processing systems and other electronic equipment 
that may adversely affect the government's operations as early as 
fisca3 year ]999 . 

Fortieth Judicial District Court has not inventoried computer 
systems and other electronic equipment that may be affected by the 
year 2000 issue and that are necessary to conducting the court's 
operations . ]t is unknown as of December 33, ]998, what effects, 
if any, failing to remedJate any such systems will have upon court 
operations and financial reporting . 

Because ef the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 Issue, 
its effects and the success of related remediation efforts will 
not be fully determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter . 
Management cannot assure that the Fortieth Judicial District Court 
is or will be year 2000 ready, that the Court's remediation 
efforts will be successful in whole or in part , or that parties 
with whom the Court does business will be year 2000 ready . 

]9 



FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT JU D ICIAL  EXPEN SE FUND 

ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUN CIL 
EDGARD , LOU ISIANA 

Division A 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMAT ION SCHEDULES 
SPEC IAL REVENUE FUN DS 

As of and for the Year Ended December 3], 1998 

Division A accounts for the operations of Division A . This fund 
receives its revenues from crim ina] and civil court cases . 

Division B 

Division B accounts for the operations of Division B . This fund 
receives its revenues from crim inal and civil court cases . 

Division C 

Division C accounts for the operations of Division C . This fund 
receives its revenues from criminal and civil court cases . 

FINS Prggr99 

]'he FINS Program accounts for the operations of the families Jn 
needs of serv ices program . Funding is provided primarily by a 
state g rant . 

Juvenile Probation Fee Fund 

The Juvenile Probation Fee Fund accounts for the operations of a 

juvenJ]e probation and parole program. The fund receives its 
revenues from juvenile court cases. 

Mentorin% Prog ram 

The MentorJng Program accounts for the operations of the mentoring 
program . The fund receives its revenues from federal funds 
through a subgrant from the Louisiana Commission on Law 
Enforcement and the parish council . 
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FORTIETH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT JUD ICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUN C IL 

EDGARD , LOU ISIANA 
Supp lem ental Inform ation Schedu le s 

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1998 

Reference No .: ] 

There were no prior year findings or management letter comments 



 

FORT IETH JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT JUD ICIAL EXPEN SE FUND 

ST . JOHN THE BA PTIST PAR ISH COUN CIL 
EDGARD , LOU ISIANA 

Supp lem ental Inform ation Schedu le s 

Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 
For the Year Ended Decemb er 31 , 1998 

FJndinq Described : The Year 2000 Issue is the result of 
shortcomings in many electronic data processing systems and other 
e]ectronic equipment that may adversely affect the government's 
operations as early as fiscal year 1999 . 

Corrective Action and Additional Exp lanation : 
of the Year 2000 Issue and wi]] develop a plan 
the prob lem . 

Anticipated Completion Date : October 31, ]999 

Management is aware 
to try and resolve 
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RE PORT ON COM PLIANCE AN D ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL  RE PORTING BASED ON AN AUD IT OF 

FZNAN CIAL  STA TEMENTS PERFORM ED IN A CCORDANCE 
W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUD IT ING STAN DARD s 

Fortieth Judicial District Court 
of St . John the Baptist Parish 
State of Louisiana 
Edgard , Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statements of the Fortieth Judicial 
District Judicial Expense Fund, a component unit of the St

. John 
the Baptist Parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 
3J, ]998, and have issued my report thereon dated AprJ] 23

, ~999. 
] conducted m y audit Jn accordance with genera]]y accepted 
auditing standards and the standards applicab]e to fJnancia] 
audits contained in 
Comptroller General 

Government Auditing Standards, 
of the United States . 

C gmp/iance 
A s a part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 
Fortieth Judicial. District Judicial Expense Fund's financial 
statements are free of material m isstatement

, I performed tests of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws

, regulation s arld 
contracts, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determ ination of the financial stateraent 

amounts . However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of my audit, and accordingly, ] do 
not express such an opinion . The results of my tests disclosed rio 
instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditin@ Standards 



Contrel Over Financial ReDortJng 
]n planning and performing my audit, 1 considered the Fortieth 
Judicial District Judicial Zxpense Fund's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine my auditing procedures 
for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the financial 
statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting . Our consdderation of the internal 
cc)ntrol over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose 
all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that 
might be material weaknesses . A material weakness is a condition 
]n which the design or operation of one or more of the internal 
control components does not reduce to a relatively low ]eve] the 
risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be material ]n 
relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and 
not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal 
course of performing their assigned functions . We noted no 
matters involving the internal control over financial reporting 
and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses . 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagement and the 
State of Louisiana Legislative Auditor and should not be used for 
any other purpose . This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of th~s report which , upon acceptance by the State of 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor, is a matter of public record . 

April 23, ]999 Nolan H . ~chexnayder 
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I~elease Dale 

1 am pleased to report that our audit of the three divisions did nol find any 
significant problem s. Generally speaking, the records are well maintained and accurale 
W henever an oiganizalion is audited, il is custom ary to m ake adm inistrative suggestions 
to im prove the operating efficiency of tile organization. 1.isled below are lily com m ents 

1. Ihior audil suggeslionsbavebeen ten,plied w ilb 

2. The Year 2000 lsstle results fiom a com puter's inability to process year-dale data 
accurately beyond the year 1999. Except in recent years, computer pro gram mers 
consislenily have abbreviated dates by elim inating the firsl two digils of the year, 
w ith the assum ption that these lwo digits would always be 19. Thus January 1, 
1965 becam e 01/01/65. Unless correcled, this shorlcut is expected to crcalc 
w idespread problem s w hen the clock slrikes 12:00:01 A M . on January 1, 2000. 
O n that dale, som e com puter program s m ay recognize lhe dale as January 1, 1900 
and process data inaccurately or stop processing altogether. Additionally, the use 
of'abbreviated dates m ay cause failures w hen system s currently attem pt Io 
perfoHn calculations into the year 2000. 

The Year 2000 Issue presents another challenge-die algorithm used in som e 
computers for calculating leap years is unable to detecl that the year 2000 is a leap 
year Therefore, system s thai are not year 2000 ready m ay not register lhe 
additional day, and date calculations m ay be incorrect. Furlhermore, som e 
software program s use several dates in the year 19991o m ean som ething o/her 
than the date. Exam ples of such dates are 01/01/99, 09/09/99, and 12/31/99. As 
system s process inform ation using lhese dates, they m ay produce erratic resuhs or 

slop functioriing. 



I recom m end lha! you take the necessary actions to remediate or replace, and test 
all system s that m ay be negatively affected by tile Year 2000 Issue, particularly 

mission-critical systems. This project should be monitored closely to ensure 
com pletion before m ission-critical system s begin to fail. Such failures m ay be 
evident before January 1, 2000. If the Court fails 1o take tim ely and appropriate 
action, it m ay experience costly and significant application-program failures that 
could prevent it fiom perform ing its normal processing activities, l)epending on 
the extent el'system failures, noncom pliance could have calastrophic 
consequences for tile Colin, 

A lso, the Courl should im plem ent additional verificalion procedures to lest the 
accuracy of information received fi'om its vendors, service providers, bankers, 
customers, and other third-party organizations (i,e. Clerk of Court) with whom it 
exchanges dale-dependent inform ation, because these organizations also nltlsl 
becom e year 2000 ready. Tile Court also should satisfy itself that vendors, 
service providers, bankers, custom ers, and other third-party organizations w ill not 
experience problem s relating to lhe Year 2000 Issue that could affect tile Court's 
opela(ions or cash flow s 

1 recom m end you consult w ith a Year 2000 solution provider to help you through 
tile Year 2000 issues. 

lfyou have any questions, please call m e at m y office 

Sincerely 

Nolan I|, SclmSC~4"myder 


