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1NDEI'EN DENT AU DITORS' REPORT 

1 tonorable M alise Prieto 
St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

(504) 892-6633 - (~wington 
(504) 892-4666 - f:AX 

W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk 
of Court as of June 30, 1998 and for the year then ended as listed in the table of contents. These financial 
statem ents are the responsibility of the m anagem ent of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards issued by the Com ptroller General offlae United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts mad disclosures 
in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estim ates m ade by m anagelnent, as well as evaluating the overall finm~cial statem ent presentation. W e believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court as of June 30, 1998, and the results 
of its operations and changes in fund balance for the year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

O ur audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose finmacial statem ents taken 
as a w hole. The com bining statem ents and individual fund schedules listed in the table of contents arc 
presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial 

statements. Such combining statements and individual fund schedules have been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents and, in our opinion, are fairly 
stated in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standar&', we have also issued a report dated October 7, 1998 on 
our consideration of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reporting and 
our tests of com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, and grants. 

O ctober 7, 1998 

, a.od  



 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

STATEM ENT OF REVEN UES, EX PENDITURES, AN D CHAN GES 

IN FUND BAI.ANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
GOV ERN M EN TAL FUND TYPE - GEN ERAL FUND 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

REVEN UES 
M arriage licenses 
Fees, charges and com m issions for services: 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies 

Other 
Grants 
Tornado insurance reim bursem ent 
U se of m oney and property- interest earnings 

Total revenues 

I';X I'EN D H 'URES 
G eneral governm ent: 
Adm inistration 
Recordings and filings 
M ortga~,e certificates 
Civil suits and probates 
Crim inal suits and m inutes 
H ections 
A ccounting and m aps 
Torn ado dam age repairs 

Total expenditures 

EX CESS OF REVEN UES OVER 
EX PEN DH 'URES 

FUN D P, ALAN CE AT BEGINN IN G OF YEAR 

FUND BA LAN CE AT EN D OF YEAR 

V ariance 

Favorable 

Budget Actual (Unfavorable) 

$ 24,000 $ 33,179 $ 9,179 

1,335,000 
2,006,000 
556,600 
45,950 
121,000 

95.000 
4.183.550 

487,830 
653,600 
597,400 

1,252,000 
933,600 
139,669 
116,425 

4.180.524 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

1,576,800 
2,056,837 
449,198 
64,040 
121,520 
50,000 

121,125 
4,472,699 

546,458 
724,787 
460,811 

1,157,278 
909,042 
133,579 
162,305 
149,257 

4.243.517 

229,182 

282,577 

$ 511.759 

241,800 
50,837 

(107,402) 
18,090 

520 
50,000 

26,125 
289 149 

(58,628) 
(71,187) 
136,589 
94,722 
24,558 
6,090 

(45,880) 
(149,257) 
(62,993) 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30, 1998 

N OTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICAN T A CCOUN TIN G POLICIES 

The financial statem ents of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court have been prepared ill conform ity w ith 

generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental nnits. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. The m ore significant of the governm ent's accounting 
policies are described below . 

1. Repo_rting Entity 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Clerk serves a four- 
year term as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances and m ortgages. The Clerk 
can appoint deputies w ith duties and powers provided by law , w ith the approval of the district 

judge. 

For financial reporting purposes, the Clerk includes all funds, account groups, and activities, thal 
are w ithin the oversight responsibility of the Clerk as an independently elected parish official. 
The Clerk is solely responsible for the operations of her office, which includes the hiring or retention 
of em ployees, authority over budgeting, and the receipt and disbursem ent of funds. A ccordingly, 
the Clerk is fiscally independent and a separate reporting entity. Certain units of local govermnent, 
over which the Clerk exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the Parish Police Jury, Parish 
School Board, other independently elected parish offi cials, and nm nicipalities w ithin the Parish, arc 
excluded from the accom panying financial statem ents. These units of governm ent are considered 
separate reporting entities and issue financial statem ents separate from  that of the Clerk. 

2. Fund A ccounting 

The Clerk uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and tile results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An account group, on 
the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets 
and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable, 
available financial resources. 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30,1998 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICAN']" ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

2. Fund _Ac~o!anfing (continued) 

The Clerk's fund types have been classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) and 
fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds are described as follows: 

.O_g!!~al Fond - "]'he General Fund as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is tim principal 
fund of the Clerk of Court and accounts for the operations of the Clerk's office. The various fees 
and charges due to the Clerk's offi ce are accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures 
are paid from this fund. 

Fiduciary Fund ']_~p_e_ 

Agency Funds - The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency funds account for assets held 
on behalf of outside parties, including other governm ents, or on behalf of other funds w ithin the 

government. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations. The Advance Deposit Fund is used to account for advance 
deposits in suits filed by litigants. The Registry of Court Fund is used to account for funds held by 

order of the court until judgment is rendered by the judiciary. 

3. BaSi~.of Accoun_tu~ 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and 
reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the m easurem ents 
m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. All govern m ental funds are accounted for using 
the m odified accrual basis of accounting. The governm ental funds use the follow ing practices in 

recording revenues and expenditures: 

]~ _u es 

General fund revenues such as recording, cancellations, certified copies, election, certificates, 
m arriage licenses, crim inal costs, court attendance fees and interest revenue are recorded when they 
becom e m easurable and available. Fees collected and held by the Advance Deposit and Registry 
of Court A gency Funds on behalf of the Clerk's General Fund also are recognized as revenue. 
Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June30,1998 

N OTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICAN T A CCOUN TIN G POLICIES - Continued 

3. Basis_of A ccount_in g_  (continued) 

4 

Expen_ ditur~~ 

Generally, expenditures are recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting when tile 
related fund liability is incurred. Com pensated absences are recognized as expenditures when leave 
is actually taken or when em ployees are paid for accrued leave upon term ination. The cost of leave 
privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in the general long-term obligations account 

Form al budget integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during the year for the 
General Fund. Budget am ounts included in the accom panying financial statem ents include the 
original adopted budget and all subsequent mnendm ents. ]'he proposed budget for the 1998 fiscal 
year ~.vas m ade available for public inspection at the Clerk's office on M ay 16, 1997. The proposed 
budget, prepared on the accrual basis of accounting, was published in the official journal 28 days 
before the public hearing. The budget hearing was held at the Clerk's offi ce on June 13, 1997. The 
budgel is legally adopted mad am ended, as necessary, by the Clerk. All appropriations lapse at year 
clad. 

5. Encuo~brances 

6 

Encum brance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other com m itm ents for the 
expenditure of m onies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, 
is not em ployed by the Clerk. 

(2,'ash mad cash equivMenls include anaoun~s in dem and deposils
, interest hearing dem and deposils, 

and tim e deposits w ith original m aturities of three m onlhs or less. U nder state law , the Clerk of 
Court m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits

, or tim e deposits 
w ith slate banks organized under Louisiana law or any other slate of the United Slates

, or under lhe 
law s of the United Stales. 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30,1998 

NOTE A - SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

6. Cash,_Cash Equivalents and Investment~ - (Continued) 

7 

Under state law , the Clerk m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These 
are classifed as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days. Investm ents are stated at 
cost which approxim ates m arket. 

During the course of operations, num erous transactions occur between individual funds for services 
rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as "due fi'om other fimds" or "due to othcr 
funds" on the balance sheet. 

8. Fix,d_Assets 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased, and the related assets are 

capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. All purchased fixed assets are 
valued at cost where historical records are available and at estim ated historical cost where ilo 
historical records exist. Donated fixed assets, if any, are valued at their estimated fair m arket value 
on the date received. The costs ofnom aal m aintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of 
the asset or m aterially extend asset lives are not capitalized. N o depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. 

9. Com nensated Absences 

Em ployees accrue vacation leave at the rate of 10 to 25 days per year, according to years of service 
w ith the Clerk's office. A m axim um of 5 days of vacation leave can be carried forward to the 
succeeding year. Vacation leave in excess of the carry forward am ount is forfeited. Em ployees 
accrue sick leave at a rate of 6 to 12 days per year, according to years of service w ith the Clerk's 
offi ce. Em ployees are allowed to carry  forward a m axim um of 30 days of unused sick leave from 
year In year. Upon term ination, or at retirem ent, em ployees are paid for unused sick leave at the 
discretion of the Clerk. At retirem ent, em ployees are paid for all accrued vacation leave. 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

June 30, 1998 

NOTE A - SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

9. Com p_cnsated Absences - (Continued) 

Vested or accunm lated vacation leave that is expected to be liquidated with expendable available 
financial resources is to be reported as an expenditure and a fund liability oflhe General Fund

. 

A m ounts of vested or accum ulated vacation leave that are not expected to be liquidated w ith 
expendable available financial resources are to be reported in the general long-term obligation 
account group. 

Long-Term O bli~,a|inns 

Long-.tenn obligations expected to be financed from the General Fuud arc reported in the general 
long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest paym ents for long- 

term obligations are recognized in the General Fund when due. 

11. Total Colum n on Balance ,qhee 

NOTE B - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30, 1998, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $2,452,726 

Petty cash 
Interest-bearing dem and deposits 

Total 

$ 325 
2,452,401 
$2~452.726 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30,1998 

NOTE B - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS - (Continued) 

These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that 

is nmtually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1998, the Clerk has $5,196,086 in deposits (collected 
bank  balances) which includes investments in certificates of deposits of $2,115,000. These deposits are 
secured from risk by $693,196 of federal deposit insurance and $4,502,890 of pledged securities held by 
the custodial ban k in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of 
GA SB Statem ent 3, Louisimaa Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory  requirem ent on the custodial 
bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Corn1 thal 
the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

N OTE C - RECEIVA BLES 

The receivables of $56,554 at June 30, 1998 consisted of the following 

Crim inal costs 
Interest 

Court attendance 
Recordation 
M iscellaneous 

$ 33,526 
6,141 
1,175 
13,213 
2,499 

$ 56~554 

The Clerk considers all receivables to be collectible; therefore, no allowance has been established for 
doubtful accounts. 

N OTE D - EXCESS OF EX PEN DITURES OVER APPROPRIATION S 

For the year ended June 30, 1998, total expenditures for the general fund of $4,243,517 exceeded 
budgeted expenditures of $4,180,524 resulting in an unfavorable varian ce of $62,993. 



N OTE E - FIXED A SSETS 

St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30,1998 

The following is a sum m ary of changes in the general fixed asset account group during the fiscal year 

Offi ce equipm ent and 
furniture 
Autom otive equipm ent 
Software 
Building im provem ents 

Total 

Balance 
June 30, 

1997 _ 

$1,495,988 
24,249 
131,000 
204.434 

A dditions 

$ 279,061 

Reductions 

$ 218,571 

Balance 
June 30, 
1998 

$1,556,478 
24,249 
131,000 
204,434 

Total capital outlays reflected in the accom panying financial statem ents for the General Fund totaled 
$288,438 which differed from total additions of $279,061 due to item s purchased below $50 wlfich is the 
Clcrk's cutoff for capitalizing assets and for other non-eapitalizable item s. 

N OTE F - LI'2A SES 

Tile Clerk is obligated under certain leases accounted for as operating leases. Operating leases do not 
give rise to property rights or lease obligations, and therefore the results of the lease agreem ents are nol 
reflected in the Clerk's account groups. Rent payments of $100,318 were m ade during the year ended 
June 30, 1998. The following is a schedule of future m inim um rental paym ents: 

YearEndingJune 30 
1999 
2000 
2001 

Totalm inim um lease paym ents 

Buildings 
$ 48,000 

48,000 

Copiers 
$ 39,852 
29,623 
11.683 

$ 81,158 

Tolal 
$ 87,852 

77,623 

11,683 
$ 177.158 

The lease tenn ends on June 30, 2000. The Clerk has the option to renew the building lease w itlfin ninety 
days of term ination for an additional four years at $5,000 a month. 

12 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

N OTE G - COM PEN SATED ABSEN CES 

June 30, 1998 

A1 June 30, 1998, employees of the Clerk of Court have accumulated and vested $102,478 of employee 
leave benefits. This am ount is recorded w ithin the general long-term debt account group. 

N OTE I 1 - CIIAN GES IN LON G-TERM  OBLIGATION S 

The following is a sum m ary of the changes in general long-term obligations for the year ended June 30 
1998: 

Com pensated absences 

Balance 
June 30, A dditions 

1997 (Reductions) 
$ 111~247 $ (8.769) 

N O TE l - IN TERFUN D TRA N SA CTION S 

Balance 
June30, 
1998 

$102.478 

Individual balmaces due from/to other funds at June 30, 1998 consisted of fees in the mnount of $55,469 
charged by the General Fund to the Advance Deposit Fund for services perform ed in m aintaining advance 
deposit accounts. 

N OTE J - RISK M AN A GEM EN T 

The Clerk of Court is exposed to various risks of loss related to tons; theft of, dam age to, an d destruction 

& assets; errors an d omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The Clerk, along wilh olher 
Clerks of Court in the State of Louisiana, form ed the Clerks of Court Self-Insurance A ssociation Fund 

(CSIAF). 11 is a public entity risk pool currently operating as a common risk management and insurance 
program for 36 m em ber Clerks of Court. The Clerks pay an annual prem ium to CSIAF for its general 
insurance coverage. The Articles of A ssociation of the CSIAF provides that CSIAF w ill be self-sustaining 
fllrough m ember prem ium s. The CSIAF pays claims, in excess of the Clerk's deductible of $7,500, up 
Io a m axim um lim it of 1,000,000 for each insured event. During the year ended June 30, 1998, no claim s 
were m ade against the St. Tan m m ny Parish Clerk of Court for risks covered by the CSIAF. 



N OTE K - PEN SION PI,AN 

St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30, 1998 

Plan D escription. Substantially all em ployees of the Clerk's offi ce are m em bers of the Clerks' of Court 

Retirement and Relief Fund ("System"), a cost-sharing, nmltiple-employer defined benefit pension plan 
adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 

A ll regular em ployees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent are required to 
participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of credited 
service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary  for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary . 
Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that 
produce the highest average. Em ployees who term inate with at least 12 years of service and do not 
withdraw their employee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their 
date of term ination. The System  also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established and 
am ended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents and 
required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by w riting 1o the 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Brieksom e Avenue, Suite B 1, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Funding Policy. Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual 
covered salary and the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially 
de~erm ined ra~e. The curren~ ra~e is 10 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions ~o the System 
also include one-fourth of one percent office taxes shown to be collectible by file lax rolls of each parish. 
The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court are 
established and m ay be am ended by stale statute. A s provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the 
employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based 
on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court's 
contributions 1o the System for the years ending June 30, 1998, 1997, and 1996 were $232,241, $255,727, 
and $243,958, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

N OTE 1, - PO ST EM PLOYM ENT BENEFITS 

In addition to the pension benefits described in N ote K, the Clerk provides post em ploym ent health care 
and life insurance benefits to all em ployees who retire from the Clerk under the sam e restrictions as in the 
above note. A s of June 30, 1998, there w ere eleven retired em ployees participating in the posl 
em ploym ent health care and life plan. 

14 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30,1998 

NOTE L - POST EM PLOYM ENT BENEFITS - (Continued) 

The benefits for the covered em ployees are provided through an insurance com pany whose m onthly 

premiums are paid jointly by the employee/retiree and by the Clerk. The cost of providing these benefits 
for the retirees is separable from the cost of providing benefits for active em ployees and are recorded on 

a pay-as-you-go basis (cash basis). "/'he Clerk's portion of the total premiums for the fiscal year' ended 
June 30, 1998 aggregated $372,858. For the year etaded June 30, 1998, the cost of retiree benefits 
included in total paid prem iums was for eleven employees in the am ount of $18,960. 

N OTE M  - D EFERRED COM PEN SATION PLAN 

The Clerk offers her em ployees a deferred com pensation plan created in accordance with lntem al Revenue 
Code Section 457. The plan, available to all employees, perm its them to defer a portion of their salary 
until future years. The deferred com pensation is not available to em ployees until termination, retirem ent, 
death, or an unforeseeable em ergency. All anaounts of compensation deferred under the plata, all properly 
and rights purchased with those am ounts, and all incom e attributable to those am ounts, proper'ty, or rights 
are (until paid or made available to the employee or beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the Clerk 
(without being restricted to the provisions of benefits under the plan), subject only to the claims of the 
Clerk's general creditors. Participants' rights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the 
Clerk in an am ount equal to the fair m arket value of the deferred account for each participant. 

I{ is the opinion of the Clerk's legal counsel that the Clerk has no liability for losses under the plan but 
does have the duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary  prudent investor. The Clerk believes 
that it is unlikely that it w ill use the assets to satisfy the claim s of general creditors in the future. 

Accordingly, the plata assets and related liabilities have not been included herein. 

Investments are managed by the Plan's administrator (The Great W est Life Assurmaee Company). The 
choice of the investment option(s) are made by the I)lan participants. 

N OTE N - CON TIN GEN T LIABILITIES 

From tim e to tim e, the Clerk is involved as a defendant in actual or threatened litigation which is not 
covered by insurance. At June 30, 1998

, there were no pending or threatened claim s which, in the opinion 
of the Clerk's legal advisors, w ould have a m aterial adverse affect on lhe financial statem ents

, should such 
claim s be settled ira favor of the plaintiffs. 

15 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30,1998 

NOTE O - EXPENDITURES OF TIlE CLERK OF COURT REQUIRED TO BE PAID BY THE 
PARISH POLICE JURY 

Louisiana R.S. 13:784 requires the Police Jury to provide the Clerk with all necessary offi ce furniture, 
equipm ent, and record books. D uring the year ended June 30, 1998, as well as for several years prior 
thereto, item s provided by the Police Jury  have been lim ited to certain offi ce and storage space and 
utilities. 

In the accom pmaying financial statem ents, the value of m aterials, supplies, and services provided by the 
Police Jury  are not reflected. In addition, no recognition has been given for the am ount, if any, which m ay 
be recoverable for m andated item s not provided. 

N OTE P - EXCESS FUND BALAN CE 

l,ouisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years, at the close of the term of office, the 
Clerk of Court m ust pay the Parish Treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds 
one-half of the revenues of the Clerk's last year of her term of office. At June 30, 1998, there would be 
no am ount due the Parish Treasurer because the General Fund's fund balance does not exceed one-half 
of the revenues of the Clerk of Court. 

NOTE Q - CLERK'S COM PENSATION 

The Clerk's com pensation for lhe year ended June 30, 1998, as established by law for salary, statu to ry 
allowance, and custodian of voting machines was $75,525, $7,553 and 2,400, respectively. 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

June 30,1998 

N OTE R - CH AN GES IN A GEN CY FUN D BALAN CE 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits 

Agency funds 

Unsettled 
D eposits at 
Beginning 
of Year Additions Reductions 

Advance Deposit $1,627,758 
Registry of Corn1 1.936.675 

Total $3~564,433 

$2,875,093 
1._ 1.A~ 89,267 
$4.264.360 

$2,513,836 
1,298,025 

$3~811,861 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
at End 
of Year 

$1,989,015 
2.027.917 
$4.016.932 



COM BIN IN G STATEM EN TS AN D INDIVIDUAL 

FUN D SCHEDULES 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

June 30, 1998 

GEN ERA[, FUN D 

The General Fund is the principal fund of the Clerk and is used to account for the financial resources and 
expenditures not accounted for in any other fund. 

The follow ing schedules present revenues by source and expenditures by function and character 



M arriage licenses 

St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, l.ouisiana 

SCttEDULE OF REV EN UES 
GOVERN M EN TAL FUND TYPE - GEN ERA L FUN D 

(;our/costs, fees, and charges 
Fees-advance deposit 
Crim inal costs 
Court attendance 

Recording of legal docum ents 
Recording 
Cancellations 
Certificates 
Redem ptions 
l'oliee Jury costs 

Cerlified copies 

M iscellaneous: 
Election fees 
Com puler tim e 
Passports 
Supplem ental paym ents 
Other 

Grant - CM IS 
Tornado insurance reim bursem ent 
Interest 

Total Revenues 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

1998 

$ 33.179 

1,326,360 
241,584 

8,856 
1,576,800 

1,779,667 
140,679 
106,754 
11,115 

18,622 
2.056.837 

449,198 

7,586 
25,172 
18,545 
11,320 
1,417 

64,040 

121,520 
50,000 

121,125 
292,645 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

SCH EDULE OF EXPEN DITURES 
G OVERN M ENTAl. FUN D TYPE - GEN ERA L FUND 

Adm inistration: 
Personal services 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital oullays 

Recordings and filings: 
Personal services 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital outlays 

M ortgage certificates: 
Personal services 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and olher charges 
Capilal outlays 

Civil suits and probate: 
Personal services 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital outlays 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

21 

1998 

$ 291,434 
207,881 
26,636 
12,501 

8,006 
546.458 

573,342 
75,677 
65,991 
1,517 
8.260 

724,787 

369,754 
56,567 
23,112 
1,024 

10,354 
460 811 

945,190 
64,001 
38,796 
1,451 

107,840 
1,157,278 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

SCItEDULE OF EX PEN DITURES 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND (Continued) 

Crim inal suits and m inutes: 
Personal services 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital outlays 

Elections: 
Personal services 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital outlays 

Accounting and m aps: 
Personal services 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital outlays 

Tornado dam age repairs 

Total Expenditures 

Year Ended June 30, 1998 

1998 

713,004 
66,582 
23,896 
12,158 

93,402 
909,042 

110,659 
15,926 
2,640 
327 

4.027 

133,579 

85,848 
16,360 
3,234 
314 

56,549 
162.305 

149,257 

$4,243,517 



A DVAN CE D EPOSIT FUND 

St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
SI. Tmm nany Parish, Louisiana 

AGEN CY FUND S 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by l.ouisiana Revised Statue 13:842, is used to account for advance 
deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 

REGISTRY OF COURT FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds which have 

been ordered by the court to be held until final judgment has been rendered in court litigation. W ithdrawal 
of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 



A SSETS 

(;ash and cash equivalents 
lnveslm ents 

Total assets 

I.IABII.1TItJS 
Due to general fund 
U nsettled deposits 

Total liabilities 

St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

COM BINING BALAN CE SHEET 
A GEN CY FUN DS 

June 30, 1998 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

$ 424,484 
1,620,000 

Registry 
of Court 
Fund Total 

$2,027,917 $2,452,401 
1,620,000 

$2.0J .48~  $2.027.917 $4,072,401 

$ 55,469 
1,989,015 

24 

$ 
2.027.917 

$2,027,917 

$ 55,469 
4,016,932 



St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

SCttEDULE OF CIJAN GES 1N UN SETTLED DEPOSITS 
A GEN CY FUN D S 

For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 

Advance 
Deposit 

_  Fund 

$1,627,758 

ADDITION S 
Deposits: 

Suits and successions 
Judgm ents 

Interest earned on investm ents 

"l'olal additions 

Total 

2,872,870 

_  22,223_ 

. 2,875,093 

4,502,851 

REDU CTION S 
Settlem ents to litigants 308,375 
Clerk costs 1,343,007 
Sheriff's fees 299,401 
Police Jury costs 154,966 
Judges Supplem ental Com pensation Fund 96,855 
Other 96,801 
22nd Judicial D istrict Court Fund 86,119 
Attorney, curator, and notary fees 55,007 
Stenographer fees 35,151 
Jury expenses 18,115 
Secretary of State 11,060 
Court of Appeals 8,266 
W itnesses, appraisers, and keepers __ _2!3 

Total reductions 

13N SETTLED I)EPOSITS AT 
leN D OF YEA R 

R egistry 
of Court 
Fund Total __  

$1,936,675 $3,564,433 

1,325,919 

63,348 

2,872,870 
1,325,919 

_  65,571 

1,389,267 4,264,360 

3,325,942 7,828,793 

1,298,025 1,606,400 
1,343,007 
299,401 
154,966 
96,855 
96,801 
86,119 
55,007 
35,151 
18,115 
11,060 
8,266 

71~ 

_
2,513.836 1,298,025 _3,811,861 
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INDEPEN DEN T A UDITORS' REPORT ON COM PLIAN CE AN D ON lNTERN AL CON TROl, 
OVER FINAN CIAL REPORTING BA SEl) ON AN AUDIT OF FINAN CIAl. STATEM EN TS 

PERFORM ED IN A CCORDAN CE W ITH GO VERNM EN TA UDITING STANDARDS 

l louorable M alise PrieIo 
St. Tam naany Parish Clerk of Court 
St. Tam m any Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the finmlcial statem ents of the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court, as of and for tim year 
ended June 30, 1998 and have issued our report thereon dated October 7, 1998. W e conducted our audit 
in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audils 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United Slates. 

C om pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court's financial 
statem ents are fi'ee of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions 
of law s, regulalions, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect 
on the determ inaliou of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance with 
those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our test disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal C ontrol over Financial R eporting 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered St. Tam m any Parish Clerk of Court's internal control 
over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurmm e on the internal control over financial 
rcporling. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose 
all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eakness. A m aterial 
weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents 
does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in 
relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the norm al course of perfora ting their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the 
intern al control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is inlended for the information of m anagem ent as well as olhers within the organization and also 
the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution is 
not lim ited. 

October 7, 1998 


