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htdependent Auditor's Report 

D P~SOT() PARISH POLICE JU P, Y 
M ansfield, lxiuisiana 

I have audited tile prim ary governm ent financial statem ents of tile D eSoto Parish Pt4i, 

Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and for tile year lhen ended, as listed in the tahlt,, 
contents. These prinlal'y govermllent financial statem ents are tile responsibility of II 
D eSolo Parish Police Jury's m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opin,~ 
on these prim ary governm ent financial slalem enls based on m y audit. 

I conductexl lily attdil in accordance with generally accepted audiling stam la.d, 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of llle U nik,d 

States; and Office of M anagement and Budget Circular A-128, Attdits of State tm./ 
Lo~'a] (;c)~,eJ'lm ~e,,iL~'. Those standards alld OM B ~;i1"cllla1" A -128 lZ;quil"e thai I i)1a11 ~t~ld 
perform tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the prinn;ur3 
gove]llm ent financial slatenlellts are free of material nlisstatenlent. All au([il inch.k,~ 
exam ildng, on a lest basis, evidence supporting the aluounts and disclosures in 0w 
prim ary govermnent financial statem ents. A n attdit also includes assessing th~ 
accounting l)rinciples used and significant estim ates m ade tly m anagcnle]ll, as wry, It ;~,, 
evahmting the overall financial statem ent i)resentation. ] believe Iha! m y audit i)rtw i(k,~ 
a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

A s discussed m ore fully in N ote 4 to tile financial statements, tile Eastsidc Sc~~ 
D istric! has not nlainlainexl depreciation records on its fixed assets w hich wouhl alh,~ 
for Ihe tel)oiling of depreciation exl)ense~ and accum ulaled del)recialion in lhc finanui~ 
sialem enls. In m y opinion, all capital expenditures should be Callitalixcd a]~ 

depreciated over their estim ated useful lives to conlbrul w ith generally acccplu 
accounting principles. The effects on tile financial statem ents of tile Eastside Sc~ 
D islriet Enteq)rise Fund art', not reasonably determ inable. 



DF~SOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfiekl, Louisiana 

]ndel~e;ldenl A udilor's Repo;1, 
I)eeember 31. 1996 

A primavy gove,nnlent is a legal entity or body polilic and includes all fim ds, organizations, institulion~ 
agencies, departm ents, and offices that are nol legally scpal~ate. Such legally separate enlities are rcft;JlC, I 
lo as com ponent tra ils. Ill lily opinion, exeepl for the effects of not reporting depreciation expenst~ m l~I 
aecum ulalezl depreciation ill tile financial statem ents of tile Eastside Sewer D istrict Enteq)rise Fund, Ih~' 
prim ary goverm ncnt financial statem ents present fairly, ill all m aterial respecls, tile financial posilkm ~1 
the prim ary govcm m enl of D eSolo Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and tile resulls ol il,, 
operations and cash flow s of its proprietary fund type enterprise fund for the year then ended, m 
confornlily w ith generally acceplt~t accounting principles. 

However, tile primary govern ment financial staiem enls, because they do not include lhe financial clal;t ~~1 
com ponent units of the DeSoto Parish Police Jury, do not puq~ort lo, and do not, present fairly the: 
financial position of lhe DeSolo Parish Police Jury at Decem ber 31, 1996, and results of its of)cralion,, 
for the year then ended in confonnily wilb generally accepted accounting principles. 

M y audil was m ade for tile puq~ose of fonning an opinion on tile primary govem m enl financial slatem clll,, 
taken as a whole. Tile supplem enlal inform ation schedules listed in tile table of contents are prostrated 
for lhc'~ purpose of addilional analysis and are nol a required part of lhe prim ary governm ent finam i:~l 

statements of the DeSoto Parish Police Jury. St,eh infonnation has been subjeclc~l 1o the audilin~' 
procedures applied in the audil of the prim ary governm ent financial statem ents and, in m y opinion, i,, 
fairly presented in all m aterial respects ill relation to the prim ary governm enl financial statemenls lilY,'it 

its a whole. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards and OM B Circtdar A -128, I have also issued repc,H, 
dated October 21, 199'7, on the D eSoto Parish Police Jury's schedule of fe, deral financial assistam c: 
com pliance w ith law s, regulations, contracts, and grants; and m y consideration of tile agency's inlc~ J~:~l 

Octoher 21, 1997 



 



 



 



REV ENIII,'N 

DESOTO PARISH t'OI,ICt~ JURY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

GO VERNM ENTAl. FUND TYPE 

Colllbhled Statenlenl of RevelmeS, }~~pendJhlres 
and Changes in Fund Balances 

For the Year Ended December 31. 1996 

I axes: 

Ad valorem 
Sales and use 

l.lcense!; add pernlils 
] DI e rgo%. erlllllgnt al reventleS: 
Federal funds - fezleral grants 
State funds: 
l'arisll transportation tiinds 

State revenue sharing 0let) 
Severance taxes 

Olher 
I weal ftlnds 

Fees. charges, alld COlllllllSslons fill" services 
Fines and lbrfeitures 
1 Ise of inoney and property 
( )lhei" l't.:%'elllleS 

Total revellues 

I';Xlq';N I)I'I'IJRE~ 
(~11 r i.ellt : 

(~eneral governtnelR : 
l*'eislative 
Judicial 
I{lecllons 
Finance and adm inistlalive 
Other general governm ent 

Public safety 
Public works 
Health and welfare 
('ultu re and recreation 
licoI1OllliC deveJopnlenl ftlld assistance 
3 rallspol'latlOll 

l)ebl service 
('apilal outlay 
hit ergovernlllellt al 

"1 olal expenditures 

8 

SPECIAL 
GENERAl. R[N ENUE 
FUN[) . 

FUNDS 

$352,190 

86.771 

$1,042,502 
2,299,739 

Slalmm 

"1 O'1AI 
(M EMORANDI "~ 

ONI ~'L 

$1,3943, C 
2,299.7 ~'~ 

86.77 I 

21,525 5,169,155 $277,890 5,5685 

25,105 
989,63(I 
309,448 
45,812 
59.528 

96,200 
57 

2,086~266 

153,685 
331,874 
84,057 
225,108 
134,542 
76.699 

09,169 
9,455 
19,215 

268,102 
4.600 

416.506 

362,935 
34,296 
230,000 
403.141 

317,596 
236,647 
45.854 

3623, ~, 

5% 4 11 

712.5,";') 
45.812 
377 
23(, 
142 

0.141.865 277.890 12.50[ 

217,515 

45.649 

598,483 
3,472,852 
5,165,518 
421.689 

21,640 
185,734 
496,326 
21,188 

0.646.594 

277.890 

277.890 

24 
,:17 
IS4 
q? 

1533,85 
54% 3> 
84,05~ 
270.T&-J 
134,542 
675, I S2 

3A72.852 
5,274 .~,,', -~ 
431.144 
I(}.2 I "~ 

213,4 
185.7 ~ 

1,042. ~ 18 
25.7s,~ 



I)IiSOTO PARISH POLICIi JURY 
M ansfield, I x)uisiana 

(;OV I:RN M I:~NTA1, FU N D TY PE 
(!(lllllliI|ed Slaleiiicn[ of ROVCIILleS~ IT~Xpelldlitlres 
and Changes in Fund Balances, tic. 

EX(!ESS (Deficiency) O1: RI!;VENUES 
()VEIl EXPIgNIIITURI~S 

OTIIF;R EINAN('ING SOURCES (Uses) 
Sale of fixed assets 
('OlllpellSlliioll for lf)ss of ,8gsels 
Proceeds fronl capital lease: 
I'rocec, ds fiom certificates of indebledness 
()perafillg (ransfe.rs in 
Operating tral]sfers oui 

'['oral other financing Sotlrces (rise.s) 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND ()'FLIER SOURCES 
O VER EXPENDITURI,;S AND ()TILER USES 

FUNI) BAI,ANCF;S AT I~.EG INNING OF YEAR 

FUNI) BAI,ANCF'S AT E,N D OF YEAR 

The accompanying holes are an inlegral part of this statelnent 

1 CI)BG 
SPECIAl ('AI'ITAI. '10TAI 

GENb;RAL REVENUI ; PROJECq S /M EM C)RANDI 
FUND I UNI)S FUND ONI 5 I 

.__~ 69,760 ($504,720) 

,500 

(157,600) 
.__(L~Q, 100) 

1,073 
522 

203,012 
1,200,000 
2,366,984 

(2,234,384) 
1,537,207 

513.660 1.032.478 

$2,671,608 

NO N 

NO N 

NO N 

NON 

N O N I 

5?~ 

] ,200,0 ), I 
2,366,~1S1 

(2,391 d!S4 
1.381 117 

$4,881,~ 



REV I:,N UF.S 

Ad valorem taxes 
Sales and use taxes 
Olher laxcs, penalties 
and inlerest 

I,;XI,I~'NIMTURES 
( ![1 ITe II| : 

(;eneral goveFnnlelll: 
1 ~gislallve 
Judicial 
I~.lcctlons 
Iqnance and adm inistralive 
()Ih~f gelleral goverllnlellt 

Public safely 
Public works 
Ilealth and welfare 
('ll]ture alld recl'Oalion 

I)ESOTO PARISH PO I3CI~ JURY 
M m~sfield, I *m isiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL IvUNI) TYPE GF.NI21'.AI 
AND SPP'.CIAL REVENUE IrUN DS 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Exl)enditures 
and Changes in Fund Balances - Budget 

(GAAP) Basis and Actual 
For tile Year Ended l}ecernber 31, 199(} 

GI{NERAI, };UND 
VARIANCE 
I'AVORABLI 

BUI)(;ITI" ACTUAL XLJ_NFA VORABL~ )_ 

$352,190 

86,771 86,77 

SPEC IA L REV EN I 

BUDGET AC I'UAI 

$12,439 $1,005,124 $1,042,502 
2,299,739 2,299,739 

~Ial I,'lll{'lll 1 

i FUN DS,. 
VARIANt '1 
FAVORAIII 1 

~.IINI:AVOR AIq 

07,252 121,525 14,273 5,169,161 5,169,155 !$~ 

25,105 
989,630 
309,448 
45.812 

25,105 
989,630 
309,448 
45.812 

59,528 59,528 

96,200 
57 

96,200 
57 

362,935 
34,296 
230,000 
403.141 

317,596 
236,647 
45.860 

2,059.554 2,086,266 26.712 10,104,499 

153,685 
333,900 
g5,16| 
229,749 
121,891 
65.135 

08,972 
9.017 

153,685 
331,874 
84,057 
225,108 
134,542 
76.699 

09,169 
9.455 

10 

2,026 
1,104 
4,641 

2,651) 
1,564) 

(197) 
(438) 

204,138 

45.649 

585,331 
3,469,714 
5,226,431 
390.931 

362,935 
34,296 
230,000 
403,141 

317,596 
236,647 
45.854 

10,141,865 37.3h< 

217,515 (13,377 

45.649 

508,483 
3,472,852 
5,165,518 
421,689 

(13,1s2 
(3,1 ~S 
61),t}1~ 
(30,7~S 



DIiSOTO PARISH PO LICIi JIJRy 
M ansfidd, Louisiana 

GOVI~RNM F, NTAI, FIIN I) TYPE - GENERAl 
A N I) SPI~,CI A I, REVEN l IE FUN DS 

('Olllblll,X] ~(atelllelll of R~'ve, nllcS, ]~xpellditllres 
and ('hanges ill Fund Balances - Budget 
(G AAP) Basis and Actual, ctc. 

I~;XI'I';NI)ITIIRES: (Conld.) 
(!Hrrol/l: (('Ollld.) 
1 ~COll(,ll}ic dt~vc]oplllellt 

and assistance 
'l ransporlation 

])ebl service 
('apliaI outlay 
IiRergovernlnenta[ 

ToIM expelldittlres 

I';XCI';SS (Deficiency) OF 
RFW I'~NUES O VER 
I,;XPi;NI)ITURES 

O'I'IIER FINANCING 

SOURCES (Uses) 
Sale of fixed asscls 
('Olllpellsali(lll for 
loss of assets 

Proceeds fl'om capital lease 
Proce~ls fFonl cellificate 
of indebtedness 

Operaling transfers in 
()peraling h'ansfers otll 
Total other financing 

SOil eces (uses) 

GENERAL FUNI) SPECIAl. RIiVIiN III 
VARIANCE 
~ AVORABLE 

HUI)GET ACTUAl. AU NFAVORAB! ~_ BUt)GET A(*I UAI 

$23,659 $19,215 $4,444 

256.922 

388.09 

268,102 
4,600 

416.506 

500 1,500 

._  (157,6001 (157,6001. 

_ _(156,100) ~ _~ o_o). 

(11,180) 
_ _ _ (4,6001 

(28,41~5 

$20,954 
140,601 
522,056 
21,188 

0.626.993 

$21,640 
185,734 
496,326 
21~188 

0.646.594 

I:UN I)S... 
VARIANC 
FAVORAlll 

JUNI AVOR-\I 

t$(,Xr 
(45. I 
25.7 ~l 

~ ( I od, ! 

_ _ _ (1,70~_3 (522,494) (504,729) _ (17d(!s 

NONE 

1,073 

522 
200.002 

1,073 

522 
203.012 

1,200,000 
2,366,984 2,366,984 

(2,234,384) (2,234,384) 

537.207 

I';X(/ESS (Deficiency) OF 
REVI~NIIES AND O TIIER 
.~O I IR(~I"S O VER 
EXI'I;NI)ITURES 

AND OTIIER USES 515,363 513,660 (I,703) (188,297) 1,032,478 

FUNI) IIAI,ANCES AT 
BI'XZlNNING O F Y EAR 

H IND (Deficit) BALANCES 
AT FNI) OF YEAR 

NONE 1.695.751 1.695.751 NONE 

$515~363 $2,209741.!/_1 $1~694~048 

t,()1~ 

200.0 t 

203 

($188,2971 $2,671,608 2 85u ~)( g $ , ~ 2  



D ESOTO PA RISH  POLICE JU RY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

PROPRIETARY FUN D TYPE - 
SEW ER ENTERPRISE FU ND 

Com bined Statem en| of Revenues, Expenses 
and Changes in Retained Earnings 

For lhe Year Ended D ecem ber 31. 1996 

O I'ER ATIN G R EVEN UES 
Charges for services 

O I'I~~R ATIN (; EX PF.N SES 
General and adm inistrative 
O fficial fees 
Professional fees 
M alerials, supplies, and repairs 
Ulililies and com m unicalions 
Total operating expenses 

OI:~ERA'I'ING 1NCOM F (Loss) 

O I'ER ATIN (; TR AN SFER S IN 
Opera6ng [lallSfel'S in 

NFT IN CO M E 

R |~'I'AINE1) EARN ING S AT BEG INN IN G O F YIi;AR 

RI,:TAINED EARN ING S AT ENI) O F Y EAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem enl 

25,q5!! 

4,6~,S 

N O N t 

$4,(,~,s 



DESOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

PROPRIETA RY FU N D TYPE - 
SEW ER ENTERPRISE FUND 

Schedule of Cash Flow s 

For tim Year Ended I)ecember 31, 1996 

CASII FLO W S FR O M  O PER ATIN G ACTIVITIES 
Operating I nc,,.)nle 

Adjusllncnts to Reconcile Operaling Income (Loss) to Net Cash 
Provided (Used) by Operaling Activities: 
hlcrease ill aceollll[S receivable 
Increase in custom er deposils 

Total adjustments 
N el cash provided by operaling aclivilies 

CASII FIX)W S FRO M  CAPITAL AN D 
R ELATEI) FINAN CIN G ACTIVITIES 

A cquisilion and conslruction of capilal assels 
N el cash used by capilal and related financing aclivilies 

NET ('IIANGE IN [:'.ASH AND CASI! EQUIVAI,ENTS 

CASII AND CASlt EQIJIVALENTS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

CASII A T ENI) O F YFAR 

The accom panying notes are an inlegral par! of this statem en 

Sialem en! 1, 

(3,93~ 
31 

75~ 

_ A s(,!, 

253 

N ()N ],. 

$253 



D ESOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1996 

SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UN 'FIN G PO LICIES 

The D eSoto Parish Police Jury is tile governing authority filr D eSolo Parish and is a politk 

subdivision of the State of I~ouisiana. The police jary is governed by eleven jurors represenling t 
various (listricls within tile parish. The jurors serw~ four-year terms which expire in January 2000. 

Louisiana Revisexl Slatute 33:1236 gives tile police jury various powers in regulaling and dircclia!, 
Ihe aft)firs of Ihe parish and its inhabitants. The m ore notable of those are Ihe power to m ake regulali~,N~ 
for their own govem m enl, to regulale the construction and m aintenance of roads and bridges, to regulak" 
lhe COtlSll'tlcliOll and m aintenance of drainage system s, to regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages, am l I~, 
provkle for |he health and welfare of the poor, disadvantaged, and unem ployed in the parish. Fundm!, 
Io accom plish these tasks is provided by ad valorem taxes, beer and alcoholic beverage perm its, M;llt- 
revenue sharing, and various other state and federal grants. 

A . R FPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s Ihe governing authority of tile pari.';h, for reporting purl)oses, the I)eSolo Parish 
Police Jury is lhc financial reporting enlity for D eSoto Parish. The financial reporting 

enlily consists of (a) Ihe primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which lhe 
primary govemmenl is financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for which the 
nalure and signitieanee of |heir relationship with the prim ary governm ent are such thai 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 esiablished 
criteria for delerlnining which component units should be considered part of the D cSoto 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporling puq)oses. The basic criterion for including a 
potential component unit within the reporling entity is financial accountability. The GA SB 
has set lbl/h crileria to be considered in detennining financial accountability. This criteria 
irJcludes: 

Appoinling a voting majority of an organization's governing body 
and: 

14- 



I)t~SO TO PA RISH I'O LICE JU RY 

M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Nolcs Io the Financial Slalemenls (Continued) 

2 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will can 
that organizalion and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide spexfific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoinl a voting 
majority but arc fiscally dcpendenl on tile police jury. 

O rganizations for which the repolling entity financial statem ents 
w ould be m isleading if dala of Ihe organization is not included 
because of the nature or significance of tile relationship. 

Based on the previous criteria, the police jury has determintxl thai Ihe lbllowing 
com ponent units are part of the reporting entity: 

_QDln polK~lLl.JBil 
l)eSolo Parish: 
Library 
A irporl 
Com nlunity Services 

Tourism Com m ission 
Tax A ssessor 
Sheriff 
Clerk of Courl 
Fire D istricts: 
N o. I 
N o. 2 

N o. 3 
N o. 5 
No. 8 
No. 9 

Elevenlh Judicial D istrict 

Criminal Court (DcSoIo Parish) 
Easl D eSolo A m bulance D istrict 

)~ stside Scwer D istrict 

Fiscal 
Year End 

D ecem ber 31 
D ecem ber 31 
D ecem ber 31 
D ecember 31 
D ecem ber 31 

June 30 
June 30 

D ecem ber 31 
D ecem ber 31 
D czem ber 31 
D ecem ber 31 
D ecem ber 3 l 
D ecem ber 31 

Decem ber 3 
D ecem ber 3 

D ecem ber 3 

Criteria 
1.Jstxl 

1, 2, and 3 
1, 2, and 3 
1, 2, and 3 

1, 2, and 3 
2 and 3 
2 and 3 
2 and 3 

and 3 
and 3 
and 3 
and 3 
and 3 
and 3 

2 and 3 
1 and 3 
1 and 3 

The police jury has chosen to issue financial statements of the primary govermnenl 
(police jury) only; lherefore, none of the previously listed component units, excepl as 



D ESOTO PA RISH PO1JCE JU RY 

M a.sfield, Louisiana 
Notes 1o tile Financial Sialements (Continued) 

discussed in the follow ing paragral)h, arc included in tile accom panying i)fim ary 
goverllnlelll finmlcial slalem ents. 

These primary government (police jury) financial slalemenls include all funds, 
accounl groups, and organizations for which tile police jury maintains tile accounling 
records. ']'he organi>'~ations for which the police jury maintains the accounting records arc 
considerexl part of tile primary govermnent (police jury) and include lhe DeSoto Parish 
Library, the D eSolo Parish A iq)ort, the D eSoto Parish Com m unity Services, Eastside 
Sewer D istrict and lhe Eleventh Judicial D istrict Crim inal Courl. 

G A SB Codification Section 2600.127 provides for tile issuance of prim ary 
govern m ent financial slatem ents that art', separate from those of the reporting entity. 

However, the primal7 govemmem's (police jury) financial statements are nol a subslitute 
|or tile reporling em ily's financial stalem ents. The accompanying prim ary govern m ent 

financial statem ents have been prepared in confonnity with generally accepled accounting 
principles as applied to govern m ental units. "l'hcse financial statem ents are not intended 
to and do nol re, porl on lhe reporting entily but ralher are intended to reflecl only tile 

financial statements of the primary government (police jury). 

Consider~~l in lhe detenninalion of com ponent units of tile reporling entity were llle 
D eSoto Parish School Board, the D istrict A ttorney and Judges for the Eleventh Judicial 

D istrict, and the various m unicipalities in Ihe parish. It was determ ined that these 
govermnental entities are nol com ponent units of tile D eSoto Parish Police Jtlry reporling 
entity btx:atlse they have separately elected govenfing bodies, are legally separate, and are 
fiscally independent of lhe D eSoto Parish Police Jury. 

B. I~UN I) ACCO UN TIN G 

Tile i~llice jury uses fimds and account groups 1o report on its financial position and 
tile results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed |o dem onstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain govermnenl 
functions or activities. 

A fund is a scparalc accomlting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounls lhat 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revem les, and expendilurcs. An account 
groul), on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for cerlain assets and liabilities (general fixexl assets and geneJal long-term obligations) that 
are not rez;orded in tile "funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are. concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not wilh tile m easurem enl of results of operations. 
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Notes lo the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Funds are elassifiext into three categories; govern mental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in lure , is divided into separate "fire d types". Governm ental flmds arc 
used to account tot a governm enl's general activities, where tile focus of attention is on 
tile providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary fim ds where lhe focus of 
attention is on rt.:eovering the cost of providing services to tile public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to accounl for assets held 

for others. The police jury's current operations require the use of governmenlal, 
fiduciary, and proprielary fimds. The fired types usext by tile police jury arc described as 
lbllow s: 

(;overnm ental Funds: 

G eneral ]qm d 

Tile General Fund is the general operating fired of Ihe police jury. 
It accounts for all activities except those required to be accounted for in 
other flm ds. 

Special Revenue Funds 

Special revenue fim ds are. used lo account for tile proceeds of 
specific revenue sollrces such as ad valoren'n taxes, sales taxes, and federal 
grants. Those revenues are legally rt;stricted, either by tax proposition or 

by grant agree m ent, to expenditures lbr specifiexl puq.)oses such as road 
m aintenance , solid waste disposal, rental housing for very low incom e 
fam ilies, public library operation, etc. 

LCI)BG Capital Proieets l~h.,nd 

The Louisiana Com m tm ily D evelopm ent Block G rant Fund accounts 

lot the conslnlction and acquisition of a major capital project. Financing 
is provided by a grant from the U nited Stales Departm ent of H ousing and 
U rban D evelol)m ent through the Louisiana D ivision of Adm inistration. 

l'roprietary Fund - Eastside Sewer Enterprise Fund 

The Sewer Enteq3rise Ftmd accounls for the operations of tile police 

.ilZly'S sewer system. Financing is provided by user fee s and transfers fl'om 
tile General Fund. 



I)ESOTO PARISI] PO1JCE JURY 
M a,sfield, Louisiana 

N~:fl~',s Io the Fimmcial Sfalelllel)Is (Col)lin,ed) 

C . (;I~NER AL FIXEI) A SSETS AN D 
LO N G -TI~RM  O BIJG ATIO N S 

General fixed assets are nol capitaliTed in the funds use(l to ae(luire or constrtlcl 

Ihcm. Instead, capital acquisition and construction are reflected as CXl)cn(lilurcs (capital 
outlay) in the governlnental ftmds and lhe relalexl assets are reporle(1 in the general fixed 
asse, ls account group. A ll I)urchase(1 fixe(l assets are value(I al cost w here historical records 
arc available and estim atcd cost where no historical records arc available. Approxim alcly 

89 per cent of tile police jury's general fixed assets are valued at estimate(I cost, base(l on 
lhe aclual historical cost of like item s. Approxinlalely 34 i)er cenl of lhe library's fixe(I 

assets are vahl~l at acloal cosl while the remai,i,g 66 per co/It (books and periodicals) arc; 
valued using a m oving-average basis. No dcprcciation has been i)rovidcd on general fixe( I 
assets. 

The cost of norm al m aintenance and tel)airs thai do not add to tile value of fixed 
assets or m aterially extend their usefld lives are not capitalize(I. Public dom ain 
(infrastrtmttlre) general fixed assets consisting of roads, bridges, drainage, parking lots, 
elc. are not capitalize(t, as lhese assets are immovable and of value only to tile police jury. 

Long-lerm obligations, such as cal)ital leases, arc recognized as a liability of a 
governm ental fire d only w hen due. For other long-term obligations, such as COm l')ensaled 
abscnccs, only that pol'lion expected to be financed fi'om exl)endable,availablc financial 
resources is tel)el're(1 as a liability of a governm ental fired. The rem aining i)orlion of such 
obligations is repel"ted in the general long-term obligations account group. 

1). BASIS O F ACCO UN TIN G 

Tile financial tel)erring trealm ent applied lo a fired is dclerm ined by its 
IllCastlrcnlcnt foc[is. All governm ental fimds arc accotmte(I for using a CtM 'ellt financial 
rcsot[rces ineasure nlenl foctls. W ith this illeasill'enlenI fOellS, Oll]y C[llT~nl assets and 
currenl liabilities generally are included oz] lhe balance sheet, el)crating stalem enls for 

these fimds presenl increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and olher financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odifie(t accrual basis of accounling is used for rel)orting all governnm nlal 

fired types and tile fiduciary fired type agency fire d. Under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting, revenues are recognize(l when susceptible to accrtml (i.e., when they become 
both measurable and available). "M easurabk:" means tile amounl of tile transaction can 
be dctcrlnine(I and "available" m eans collectible w ithin tile curre nt period or soon enough 



I)ESO TO PA RISH POLICE JU RY 
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Notes Io tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

tllereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Tile police jury uses the 
follow ing practices in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditurcs: 

R evenues 

Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing are recorded  
in the year the taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed  
on a calendar year basis and attach as an enforceable lien and becom e due 
and payable on the (late the tax rolls are filed with the recorder of 
m orlgages. Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1993 requires that the tax 1oll be 
filed  on or before N ovem ber 15 of each year. Ad valorem taxes becom e 
delinquent if not paid by I)ecem ber 31. The taxes are norm ally collected 
in D ecem ber of the current year and Jam mry and February of the ensuing 

year. 

Sales taxes are recognizext in the month received by the police jttry's 
sales tax collection agent. 

Federal and state grants are recognized when the police jury is 
entitled  Io the funds. 

Fines, forfeitures, and cora l costs are recognized in the year they 
are received by the parish lax eollectox. 

Inlerest incom e ol] tim e deposits is recognized w hen the tithe 
deposits have m atured and the interest is available. 

Substantially all otl]er revenues are recognized when they becom e 

available to the police jury. 

Based on the above criteria, 
grants, and fines, forfeitures, and 
susceplil]le to accrual. 

Expenditures 

ad valorcm taxes, federal and state 
COllr[ costs have been treated as 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified  accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except lbr 
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Notes lo tile Financial Stalemenls (Continued) 

princ.ipal and interesl on general long-lenn obligations, which are 
recognized w hen due, and com pensated absences, which are recognized 
w hen paid. 

Other t~'inancing Source.s (Uses) 

Sale of fixexl assels, coJlq)ensalion for loss of assels, proceeds l~om 
capital lease and ceJlificales of indebtedness, and transfers between flmds 
thai are not expeclexl to be repaid are accounted for as other financing 

sources (uses) and are rczognized when the underlying events occur. 

I'roprietary Fund Type - Enterprise Fund 

The Easlside Sewer Enleq)rise Fund is accounted lbr using the accrual basis of 
accounting. Revemles are recognized whell they are earned, and expenses are recognized 

w hen they arc incuned. 

BU I)(;ET PR AC TIC ES 

Prelim inary budgets for the ensuing year are prepared by Ihe secrctary/h'casm'er 
during October of each year. D uring N ovember Ihe finance com m iltee reviews the 
proposed budgets and m akes changes as it deelns al)propriate. The availabilily of lhe 
proposexl budgels for public inspection and the (late of lhe public hearing on the proposed 

budgets are lhen adverfisext in the official journal. During its regular December meeling, 
the police jury holds a public hearing on Ihe proposed budgets in order 1o receive 
com m ents fi'om lesidents of the parish. Changes are m ade to Ihe proposed budgets based 

on the public hearing and Ihe desires of the police jury as a whole. The budgets are then 
adoptcxl during the police jury's regular December meeling, and a notice of the adoplion 
is lhen published in the official jot,real. 

D uring lhe year, lhe finance colnlnitlee receives m onlhly budgetary comparison 
slalem enls, which are usexl as a lnanagcm ent Iool to control ol)eralions of tile I)arish. The 

secretary/Ireasurer presents necessary budgel amendments to lhe police jury during lhe 
year whcn, in her judgemenl, actual ol)eralions art; differing materially from lhose 
anlicipaled in tile original budget. During a regular meeting, the police jury reviews the 
proposed am endm enls, m akes changes as it deem s necessary, and form ally a(Iopls Ihc 

amendmenls. The adoption of the amendlnents is included in police jury minules 
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Notes to the Financial Slalements (Conlinued) 

puhlished in tile official journal. Tile ix}lice jury exercises budgetary conlrol at tile 
functional level. W ithin fimction levels, tile secretary/treasurer has lhe discretion lo m ake 

amendments as she deems necessary for proper control. The police jury does not u{ilizc 
encumbrance accounting; however, lhe original budgets and any subsequent am endm ents 
arc incorpol~atexl into lhe accounting system . U nexpended approl}rialions lal}se at year end 
and m ust be reappropriatexl in the next year's budget to be expended. For the year ended 

December 31, 1996, tile police jury adopted modified accrual based budgets lbr the 
General Fund and all special revenue funds. 

Budget comparison statem ents included in tile accompanying financial stalem cnls 
nclude the orit, inal adopled budgets and all subsequent am endm ents. 

(;ASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Under stale law, tile police jury may deposit fllnds in demand deposils, intcresl 
bearing dem and deposils, m oney m arket accotmts, or lim e deposits w ith state banks 
organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Ixm isiana. 

At December 31, 1996, lhe police jury has cash and cash equivalents (book balances 
totaling $3,3(19,724 as follows: 

I)em and deposits 
Tim e deposils 

Total 

$571,182 
2.738.542 

$3,309,724 

These deposits arc staled al cost, which approxim ates m arkel. U nder stale law , 
lhese deposils, o1" the resulting bank balan~;s, m ust be secun.xl by federal deposit insurance 
or lhe 1}hxlge of securilies owned by the fiscal agent bank. Tile m arkcl value of the 
pltxlgtxl securities plus tile l~ leral deposit insurance m ust al all lim es cxtual the am ounl on 
deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in lhe nam e oflhe pledging fiscal 
agenl bank in a holding or custodial bank Ihat is m utually acceplable lo both parties. Cash 

and cash equivalents (bank balances) at December 31, 1996, arc secured as follows: 

Bank BalallcBs 

Federal deposit insurance 

Pledged securities (uncollateralizexl) 
Tola 

_$3,675 ,(192 

$2(}(l,(10(} 
2.981.711 

$3,181,711 
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Because the pleAgexl securities are held by a custodial bank in tile nam e of tile fiscal 

agent bank ralher than in the name of lhe police jury, they are considered uncollateralized 
(Category 3) under tile provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Ixnfisiana 
Revised Statute 3!9:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to adverlise 

and sell the plexlged securities within 10 clays of being notified by tile police jury thai the 
fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. Furlher, LRS 39:1224 

states lhat securities held by a third party shall be deemed to be held in the police jury's 
nalne. 

For i)url)oses of tile statem ent of cash flow s, tile sewer enteq)rise fllnd considers 
all highly liquid investments (including restricted assets) wilh a maturity of three months 
or less w hen purchased to be cash equivalents. 

(;. VACATIO N AND SICK LEAVE 

The lbllowing provides delail on vacation and sick leave policies of the police jury 
brary, and crim inal courl: 

Employees of Ihe police jury and criminal court earn from 10 to 20 
days of vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. A ll 
unused vacation leave m ay be can'ied forward to succeeding years. U pon 

separation of em ploym ent, em ployees are paid for any accum ulated 
vacation heave. Em ployees earn 12 days of sick leave each yea r. A 
m axim um of 90 days of sick leave m ay be accum ulated and carried 
forward. U pon retirem ent, all accum ulated sick leave is used in tile 
retirem ent benefit com putation as earntxl service. 

Em ployees of the D eSoto Parish Library earn 8 1o 22 days of 
vacalion leave each year, depending upon professional status and length of 
service. Employees m ay accum ulate and carry forward a m axirfm m of one 
yea r's vaea tion leave. Upon separation of employm ent, em ployees are paid 
for any accum ulated leave. The library's sick leave policy is tile sam e as 

thal of Ihe police jury, except that no more than 60 days may be 
accum ulated and carried forward. 

At Decelnber 31, 1996, employees have accum ulated and vested $84,942 of 
em ployee leave benefits, com puted in accordance w ith GASB Codification Section C60. 
Tile liability is recorded w ithin the general long-term obligations account group. 
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Tile cost of leave privileges, COlnputed in accordance w ifl~ tile previous 
codification, is recognized as a current-year expenditure w ithin the governm ental funds 
w hen leave is actually taken or when em ployees are paid for accrued sick leave upon 
retirem ent, whik; tile cost of leave privileges not requiring current resources is recorded 

in the general long-term obligations account group. 

II. SALFS TAX ES 

D eSolo Parish has a one per cent sales and use tax approved by the voters on M ay 
16, 1981, for an indefinite period. The tax, after all ilcccssary costs for collectkm and 
adm inistration, is dedicated to constructing, acquiring, extending, im proving, and 

maintaining the parish library (25 per cent), parish roads (50 per cent), parish jail facilities 
(10 per cent), and solid waste collection and disposal facilities (15 per cent). 

I. IIO TEI~M O TEL TAX 

The D eSoto Parish Police Jury , by OJzlinance N o. 2, dated June 13, 1984, levied 
a 2 per cent tax upon the occupancy of hotel and m otel room s and overnight cam ping 
facilities w ithin lhe parish. The tax, after collection costs not to exceed 6 per cent, is 
restricled for purposes of attracting conventions and tourists to the parish. 

TO TAL CO LUM N S O N CO M BINED STATEM EN TS 

Total colum ns on tile com bined statem ents are captione~t M em orandum Only 

(overview) to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in 
these colum ns do not present financial position or results of operations in conform ity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. N eilher is such data com parable to a 
consolidation. Inleffund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this dala. 

2. LEVIEI) TAXES 

The lollow ing is a sum m ary of authorized and levied ad valorem taxes for the year cnd~ 

Decem ber 31, 1996: 
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Parishw ide taxes: 
General Fund 
Road M aintenance 
E 911 

1996 Landfill 

A uthorized Levied 
M illa,e;e M i

.
lla,e;c 

4.00 
5.00 
1.00 
5.00 

Expi rat ion 
D ale 

3.66 Indefinite 
5.00 2003 
1.00 1998 
5.00 2005 

The difference between authorized and levied m illages is the result of rcassessm ents of tax 
~ropcrty in tile parish as required by Article 7, Section 18 of lhe Louisiana C.onslilution of 1974. 

The following arc the principal taxpayers for tile parish and lheir 1996 assessed valualion (amt 
expressed in lhousands): 

International Paper 
Central La Electric ('.om pany 
D olcl H ills M ining V enlurc 
Soulhw eslcrn Electric Pow er 

South Cenlral B~;ll 
Soulhern N alural Gas Cora l)any 
IJauisiana Pacific 
J-W  Opcraling Co. 
San Saba Pecan 
Colnslock O il & Gas 

Total 

R FCI,;IVABLI,:S 

1996 
A ssessed 
V alualion 

$33,579 
5,268 
4,440 
3,561 
1,958 
1,828 
1,453 
1,142 
1,2(18 
873 

Tile follow ing is a sum m ary of receivables at Decem ber 31, 1996 
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35.43% 
5.56% 
4.69% 
3.76% 
2.(17 % 
1.93% 
1.53% 
1.21% 
1.27% 
(}.92% 

58.37% 
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Taxes: 
Ad valorcrn 
Sales 

(;ranis: 
Federal 
Slate 

I:ees, charges, alld conlnlissions 

O ther 

General 
Fund 

$322,656 

23,416 
75,123 
5,150 
8.093 

Special 
Revenue 

Funds 

$969,730 
37.976 

Easlside 
S(~wer 

Enterprise 
]~tmd 

95,443 $15,429 
147,793 
62,095 $3,936 
8.229 

4. CIIAN G ES IN G ENER AI~ FIXED A SSETS 

996 

$1,292,386 
37.976 

134,288 
322.916 
71,181 
16.322 

The follow ing schexlule presents changes in general fixed assets for the year enckxl D ecem ber 3 

Tolal 

Balance 
January 1 _ _Adjustments 

$1,752,086 
9.020.519 

968.733 

N O N E 

NONE 
5.054.251 

15,500 
257,281 
327,239 

1~400~576 
2.000.596 

($10,175) 
($566,512) 

6.985 

_ _ _ ~:~9,702) 

NO N E 

Additions 

$289,639 
203.260 

203.012 

249.456 

277,890 
1~223~257 

0,000 
0.000 

91,254 
111~254 

$17,054,847 ==L,~__Sf9,702) $1,334,511 

25 

Bahm cc 
l)elctions I)ecembcr 3 

($17,900) $1,724,011 
8.454.007 

~ 89,639) 
~ (~439,515) 

C292,701) 
_ ~  92,701 ) 

($(}32,216) 

289,639 
3.484.197 

71.745 

249.45( 

5,236 
15~378,291 

25,500 
267,281 
327,239 
199,129 
819.149 
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Adjustnlents Io the beginning balance of land and building and iml)m'ovenlents are for anlolml~, 
included for assets belonging to tile Eastside Sewer D istrict and to include i)rior year construction m 
IWOgl'eSs lbr the CDBG fund not l)rcviously rcporled. For tile year ended D ecem ber 31, 1996, addiliun, 

in improvements other than buildings have b~n a(!iusl~l to include $289,639, which has been reclassillcd 
from o:mstruclion in progress. Additions for flmliture and equipment inch,des $2,554 which is tile value 
of a generator donated 1o the police jury. 

Tile Eastside Sewer D istrict has not m aintained depreciation accounts on its fixed assets, qh, 
accom panying financial statem ents do not include depreciation expense or accum ulated deprccialion lul 
lhose fixed assets. Consequently, fixed assets of the enteq~rise ftmd, show n on tile balance sheet ah 
ovcrslaRxl by tile alnotln! of accum ulated deprecialion as of D ecem ber 31, 1996 and expenditures shm ~ r 
on Ihe slalemenl of revenues, expenses, and changes in retained earnings are understated by tile atnoun 
of depreciation expense applicable to 1996. 

5. Iq~N SI()N I:'LAN 

Subslantially all em ployees of the Dr:Solo Parish F'olice Jury are tnem bers of thc Par(whi;~ 

Employtx~s Rclircmenl System of Ixmisiana (System), a cost -sharing, multil~le-employer defined bcncl~ 
pension plan adm inistere~l by a separate board of trustees. The System is com posed of two distinct plan, 

Plan A and Plan B, with separate asset an(1 benefit provisions. All eml'~loyees of tile police jury ;tr~ 
nlclnllers (1|" Plan B . 

A ll pernlanenl employees working at least twenly-eight hours per week who are paid wholly .~ 
in i)ml fi'om I)arish fimds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in lhe System . 1Jndcl 
Plan B employees who retire al or after age 62 with at least 10 years of creditable service, a| or after a~,~ 
55 wilh al least 30 years of crexlilable service are entilled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly ibt l i h: 
txlual to two l)er cent of their final average monthly salary ill excess of $1(10 for each year of crcdilabh 
service. Furlhermore, em ployees with at lea st 10 yea rs of credilable service, bul less than 30 years, m ;i5 
lakc ea rly retirelnenl benefits com m encing at or after age 60, w ith tile basic benefit reduced thrcc pet tcr~ 
for each year l'elirem enl precedes age 62, unless he has 30 years of crcditable service. In any ,:a,,c 
monthly rc, tirement benefits paid under Plan B cannot cxceexl 100 per cent of final average salary, f% , 

average salary is the employee's average salary over tile 36 consecutive or joined months thai produ,'~ 
Ihe highest avet~age. Em ployex.~s w ho terminate w ith at lea st the am ount of crexlilable service staled abm  c 
and (Io nol withdraw their em ployee contribulions, m ay relire at the ages specified above and receive I11~ 
benefits accrued to their date of term ination. Tile system also provides dea th and disabili|y bcnclll, 
Benefits are established or alnended by state statute. 

Thc System issues an amm al publicly available reporl that includes financial statem ent,, 
required supl)lenlentary inffwm ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing It 
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Parochial Em ployees' Rclirclnent System of Ixm isiana, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louis 

7(1898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

U nder Plan B, n~cm bcrs are reqtfirext by stale slatute to conlribule 2.0(I per cenf of Iheir annual 
covered salary in excess of $1,200 and the DeSoto Parish Police Jury is requirtxl to contribulc al an 
acluarially delerm inexl rale. The currenl rale is 1.00 per cenl of anm ml covered payroll. Conh'ilm liOll~ 

to the syslem include one fourlh of one per cenl (one per cent for Orleans and l~ast Baton Rouge Parishes) 
of the taxes shown Io be collec tible by tile tax rolls of each parish. These lax dollars are divided bchvccn 
Plan A and Plan B basexl proporlionately on the salaries of lhe aclive m em bers of each plan. "lhc 
contrilmlion requirem enls of plan m em bers and lhe DeSolo Parish Police Jury arc eslablishcd and m a3 
be amended by stale statute. A s provided by IxJuisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the cm pkLVCr 

contribulions are deterlninexl by actuarial valuation and are subject to chanl;e each year based on the 
results of tile vahmlion for lhe prior fiscal year. The DeSoto Parish Police Jury's contributions to the 

Syslem under Plan B for the years ending December 31, 1996, 1995, 1994, were $15,217, $14,031, and 
$2(I,675, respectively, equal to the required contribulions for each year. 

I'O ST RII'TIR EM EN T IIEALTIt CAR E ANI) 
LIFE IN SUR AN CE BENEFITS 

The D eSoto Parish Police Jury provides certain continuing health care insurance bcncfits fon il, 

relirtxlemployecs. Substanlially alloflhepolicejury'selnployeesbecomeeligiblc forlhesebencfils il 
they reach normal retirement age while working for the police jury. Tlaese benefits tot retirees aw 
Imwid~~l through an insurance company whose monthly l~remiunls are pakl by file police jun'y. Thc police 
jury's cosl of providing retiree health care insurance benefits are recognized as expenditures whcn fl,c 
monlhly premiunls are paid, which was $13,273 for 1996. 

CAPITAI, LEASES 

Tile police ju%, rtx3ords items under capital leases as an asset and an obligation in lh~ 
accompanying financial stalemenls. A1 December 31, 1996, the police jury has ten capital leases in cftc~ 
for e~luipment. The leases had an original rccordc~t amount of $864,905. Lease obligations arc rcti~c~ 
from the Road and Solid W aste Special Revenue Funds. The follow ing is a sum m ary of furo re m inim un 
lease paym ents, Iogelher with the present value of the net m ininum~ lease paym ents, as of Dec em ber 3 I 
1996: 
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1996 

Y ear 
1997 

1998 
1999 
2000 

2(1(11 
Tolal m inilnunl lease paym enls 

Less am oulll represenling interest 

Present value of net m inim um lease paym ents 

CIIAN G ES IN G ENERAL LO N G -TERM  O BLIG A TIO N S 

161,646 

136,960 
1(16,31(I 
63,689 

13,926 
482,531 

(44,855) 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of long term obligation lransaclions for lhe year ended D t~ccm bct 3 

lxm g-lerm obligaiions 
al January 1~ 1996 
Additions 

Deductions 

CeJlificale 
of Capital Compensaled 

lndebledness Leases Absences Tola 

N ON E 

$1,2(i)0,(100 
N ON E 

$394,498 $80,016 $474,514 
203,012 53,034 1,456,046 

(159,834) (48,108) (207,942) 
lxm g-term obligalions 
al D ecember 31, 1996 

. $1,20~ 00_0_ $437,676 $84,942 $1,722,618 

Bonded debt al D ecem ber 31, 1996, is com prised of the follow ing individual issue 

Certificates of lndel)tedness - $1,200,000 issue of December 23, 
1996, for the purpose of conslrucling a landfill cell in D cSolo 

Parish. The principal is due in annual inslalhnents of $285,000 to 
$315,000 lhlvugh M arch 1, 2000 with interest al 5.00 to 5.75 per 
cent per annum . I)ebl retirem ent paym ents are m ade from the 
Solid W asle Fm~d. 

The annual i~ luiremenls 1o am ortize all bonded debt oulslanding al D ecem ber 31, 1996, inclu~ 

nleresl of $114,498, are as follows: 
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I)F.qO 'l?O PA RIStt POI.JCE JU RY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

N~.fles to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Y ear: 
1997 

1998 
1999 
2(1(1(I 

Tola 

9. PO LIA JTIO N CO N TR O L R EVEN UE BO N I)S 

$1,314,498 

Tile follow ing is a sulnl|lary of long-term bond Iransactions entered into by tile D eSolo t'atis 
Police Jury and outstanding at D ecelnber 31, 1996: 

Pollulion control revenue bonds totaling $28,735,000 were issuczl November 30, 
1979. U nder an agreem ent entered inlo between the D eSoto Parish Police Jury and 
]nlernalional Paper Company, Incoq)oralezl, Ihe bonds do nol bear Ihe fifll failh and credit 

of the police jury. Tile relirement of the bonds, including interest charges, paying agent 
fees, and any olher costs associaled w ith servicing the debt, are Ihe sole responsibility of 

lnlem alional Paper Com pany, Incoq)orated. 

Pollution control revenue refim ding bonds totaling $50,110,000 were issued M ay 
I, 1991. U nder an agreem ent entered into between the D eSoto Parish Police Jury and 
Centra l Ix~uisiana Electric Com pany, Incorpo]alexl, the bonds do not bear tile full faith and 

credit of the police jury. The relirement of the bonds, including interesl charges, paying 
agent fees, and any olher cosls associated w ith servicing the debt, are tile sole 
responsibility of Cenlral Ixm isiana Electric Company, ]ncoq~oraled. 

Pollution control revenue reflmding bonds totaling $53,500,000 were issued July 
1, 1991. U nder an agreem enl enlered into belween lhe D eSolo Parish Police Jury and 
Southwestern Eleclric Power Com pany, Ihe bonds do no! bear the full failh and credit of 

the police jury. "File retirelnent of the bonds, including interest charges, paying agent fees, 
and ally other costs associaled with sel~,icing the debt, are tile sole responsibilily of 
Southw eslern Electric Pow er Com pany. 

10. CRIM INAL CO U R T FUN I) 

Louisiana Revised Sla|ute 15:571.11 requires that one-half of any balance rem aining in Ih~ 
crim inal coral fire d at year end be transferred to the parish G eneral Fund. The follow ing dclails th~ 

am ount due at D ecem ber 31, 1996: 
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DESOTO PARIS]t POLICE JURY 
M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Noles to |he Financial Statements (Continuexl) 

Balance due al January 1, 1996 
Am ount dtle 
A m ount renfilled  

Balance due al l)ecem ber 31, 1996 

l 1. I)U E FRO M /T(} O TIIER FUND S 

$33,4(11 
45,812 

(33,4(111 

$45,812 

Individual filnd balances due from /to olher fimds at D ecem ber 31, 1996, are as follow s 

General ftmd 
Special revenue funds: 
Road 
Library 
Jail 
Solid W aste 
Crilninal courl 

Sales lax 
Renlal assistance 
Com m unity services 

Total 

12. IJTIG ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

D ue fronl D ue 1o 
Olher ()tiler 
Ftm ds Funds 

$124,825 

20,526 
10,263 
4,105 
6,157 

45,812 

41 ,(151 
4,013 
75.(10(I 

A1 December 31, 1996, tile police jury is involved in several lawsuits, which are adtxluatcl) 
covered  by tile jury's liability insurance. 

13. JO B TR AIN IN G I'AR TN ER SItlP ACT PRO GR AM  

Tile DeSoto Parish Police Jury participates in the Job Training Patlnership Act (JTPA) t'rogH,~ 
flmded  through tile Ixm isiana D eparhnenl of Labor by tile U nited States D epatlm enl of Labor. The .ira ) 
is a m cm ber of tile Seventh Planning D istrict w hich is com prised of 10 parishes. On August 16, lq.~  
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I)ESOTO PA R/SH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield, /xm isiana 

Nolcs Io Ihc. Financial Stalenlcllts (Contimled) 

the m em bers of tile Seventh Planning D istrict, consisting of tile Parishes of Bienville, Bossier, Cad(l~,. 
Claibom e, D eSolo, Lincoln, Natchiloches, Red River, Sabine, and W ebster and the Seventh Plannings, 

I)islric| Service Delivery Arc.a (SDA) Private Industry Council, enlered into an agreement. "l'lw, 
agreem enl designaIed lhe presidenl of the D eSoIo Parish Police Jury as the chief elected official of lhc 
SD A and tile D e, Solo Parish Police Jury as the JTPA grant recipient. This agreem ent nam es lhc 

Coordi~mling and Development Corporation (CDC) as the adminislralive entity. 

The SD A is COlnprised of lhree elem ents 

Private Industry Council (PIC) - which consists of 15 members rel')re.senting a 
cross-section of file SD A poptllalion. Tile PIC is responsible for providi~)g 
guidance for program developm ent and for m onitoring the operations of the 
adm iJ)islralive eJ~lily. 

Designated Chief Elected Official -- this is a police jury president elected by his 
ptxws from the Seventh Planning D istrict. H is responsibilities art; lhe sam e as the 
P1C . 

A dm inistrative Entily - the organization selected by the PIC to adm inister the 

pm gr-am . All actions by Ihe adm inislnttive entity m ust be approved by tile PIC and 
the designaled chief elected official. 

In A ugusl 1983, Ihe designated chief electexl official notified the A ssistanl Secretary of l~d~  
Stale of lx~tdsiana, thai tile CD C was designatezl as file adm inistrative entity for lhe SDA and ~hat ;rl 
l'tm ds and copies of correspondence should be sent to the CD C . This notification also staled thai ;d 
bookkeeping and program docum ents would be m aintained by the CD C. Further, in Septem ber, It)b;3 
the I)t~'Soto Parish Police Jury appointed the Executive V ice-President of the Coordinating :m 

Development Cooperation as the conlracting offic~;r l~)r the JTt'A program to act on behalf of the polio 

jury. Since lhal date, the contracting officer has signed all documents on behalf of the grant recipicr~l 

The DeSoto t'arish Police Jury is tile designated grant recipient and (1) has accepted lul 
respon,;ibility for funds expelldCd under the grant, (2) has assurexl the Ix)uisiana Department of Labow lh;t 
all flmds pro vided will I~; expended according to lim ilations set forlh in the Job Training Parhlership At I 

federal and state regulations, and the approved job training plan, and (3) thai it will reimburse Ilk 
1.x)uisiana D epartm ent of Labor for any questioned costs which arc ultimately disallowed by the llnilc, 
Slales DeparltnenI of IA-d'Jor. 

Funds are pro vided by the Ixm isiana Departm ent of Labor through a letter of credit arrangement 
illm a bank accomll ir~ file name of the CD C which operates the day-to (:lay activities of lhe program . "l'hi~ 
arrange, m en( was authorized in September, 1983, by tile designated chief elected official. 
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D ILSOTO PARIStt P()IJCE JU RY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Ihe Financial Slatemenls (Continued) 

14. FO O l) STAM P PRO GR AM  

The food stamp program is operated through tile police jury under an agreement with tile lxmisi+m~ 
I)epallment of Hcallh and Human Resources. Under this program, the police jury is responsible for lilt 
issuance of food stamps to eligible participants in tile parish. The value of food stam ps on hand, received 
and issuexl is not recorded in the accompanying statem ents. Aclivity for the year ended D ecem ber 3 I 
1996. Ibllow s: 

Balance at January 1, 1996 
Received 

Issuczl 

Balance at I)ecelnber 31, 1996 

15. FO O l) ])ISTR IBU TIO N PR O GR AM : 

$1,285,504 
4, 861,000 

(4,760,741) 

$1,385,763 

Tile Food Distribution Program is operated by the police jury trader an agreelnent with lilt' 
Ixmisiana Deparhnenl of Agriculture. Under this program, tile police jury is responsible for the issuam c 
of federally donated commodity foods to individuals in need of food assistance. The police jury issue, 
com m odity foods tile .same day they are receivexl and does not m aintain any balances on hand. Thc ,.,alttc 
of fczlem lly donat~l com m odily foods received and issued is not recorded in the accom panying finant ial 

statements. During tile year endexl December 31, 1996, commodity foods valued at $15,734, wow 
received and issued by the police jury. 

16. CO M M ITM EN TS UN1)ER CO N TR ACT 

During 1996, the police jury entered into a construction contract witll Addicks Services, Inc. h 
conslrtlCl a ptltrescible waste disposal cell. The total alnouat of the contract is $349,194. N, 
cxpenditurcs were inctm 'exl during the year ended December 31, 1996. The com m itn]enl is not recorder 
in the financial slalelnents. 

17. RESTATEM EN T O F FUND BALAN CES 

Tile D ecem ber 31, 1995 fire d balances of the General Fund and tile Road, Library, and Solid 
W aste Special Revenue Funds have been restaled for (:om pensaled absences reporled as bolh sala~ic, 

payable and COlnpensaled absences payable. The ibllow ing reconciles fund balances as prcviousl~ 
reported to begimling fired balances as presenled on Statem ent B: 
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D t~SO TO PA RISH POIJCI~ JU RY 

M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Notes Io the Financial Statemenls (Continued) 

Fund Balances as previously rcporlext 
Corrt'/,2|iOll of C.Olllp~llSa|e.d absences 

Fund balances al January 1, 1996, rcstalcd 

Special 
General Revenue 
Fund Funds 

~;1,669,477 $1,585,388 
26.274 53.742 
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RO AI) FUNI) 

D ESOTO PA RISH ]POLICE JU RY 
M ansfield , Louisiana 

SU PPLEM ENTAL IN FORM ATION SCH EDU LF_kS 
A s of and for the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1996 

SPECIAL R EVEN UE F[~/I)S 

TheRoad Fund accounts for lhe nm intenance of parish highw ays, streets, and bridges. Financ 
is providtxl by the Slate of Louisiana Parish Transporlation Fund, ad valorem taxes, sales taxes, and sl 

revenue sharing funds. 

IJBR AR Y FUND  

Tile Library Fund accounts for tile I)urehase of library m aterials, books, m agazines, records, a 
fihns and m aintenance and operation of library facilities. Financing is provkled by sales taxes a 
m iscellaneous revenues from the sale of m aterials, el cetera. 

JAIL I?UNI) 

Tile Jail Fund accotHlls for the conslrBctioB, improvem ent, and nlainlellance of parisl 

facilities. Financing is provided by sales taxes. 

SO I,I1) W A STF FUNI) 

Tile Solid W aste Fund accounts for the construction and operation of tile parish solid wast 
collection and disposal facilities. Financing is provid~l by both an ad valorcm and a sales and use lax 

('R 1M IN AL ('O UR T FUN I) 

Tile Elevenlh Judicial D islrict Crim inal Court Fund is established under Section 571.11 of Titk 
15 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, which provides that fines and forfeilures im posed by th~ 
dislrict cotHls and district attorn ey conviclion fees ill crim inal cases be transferred 1o the parish Ircastttcl 
and deposited into a special account, to be used for tile expenses of tile crim inal courl of tile parish 

Expenditures are made fFonl tile fired on motion of the dislfict attorney and approval of tile district jud~,c 
Tile statute also requires that one-half of tile fired balance rem aining in the Crim inal Corn1 Fund ;t 
I)ecen d~er 31 of each year be transferred Io Ihe parish General Fund. 
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AIRPO R T FUN1) 

The Airport Fund accounts for the operation and m aintenance of a parish air porl facili% 
Financing is provided by granls fl'om local govermnenls, fees, and inleresl earned on invesilnellls. 

SA1,ES TAX FUN D 

The Sales Tax Fund accounts for the collection of 1he one l)er cenl sales and rise lax. Exl)endittn c,, 
of the fund are lim itt~l by the tax proposilion 1o expenses necessary and reasonable for lhc collection and 
a(hnb~islralion of lhe sales lax program . A fter necessary expenses, all rem ainirzg flmds are lrallsl'c!llC(I 

lo the Road, Library, Jail, and Solid W aste Funds in accordance w ilh percentages conlained in the I~,, 
l)m posilion. 

CO M M UN ICATIO N I)ISTRICT FUNI) 

The Colnm unicalion D islricl Ftmd aecounls for the establishm ent, m aintenance, and operation 
lhe 911 em ergency Iclephone system for DeSoto Parish. Financing is provided by a 5 per CCnl scrvk 
charge on local telephone service w ithin lhc parish. 

H ,;1 )I,?,IRAI~ FU NI)S 

R EN TA I~ A SSISTAN C E FUN I) 

The Renlal A ssistance Fund provides for expanding opl)ortunities tbr renlal assislancc I 
low er incom e fam ilies. Financing is provided by grants from the 13nilexl Slates D epartm ent 
H ousing and U rban D evelopm enl. 

CO M M UN ITY SERVICES FUN D 

The Com m unily Services Fund aceotmts for the distribution of surplus food com m odilit', 
i)rovided by the U ntied Slates D eparhnenl of Agriculture, in addition 1o casll granls in lieu el 

commodities. The objeclives of lhe program are lo improve the diets of lhc elderly and olhct 
individuals in ncxxl of food assistance and lo increase lhe m arket for dom eslically produced food, 

acquired under suq)lus rem oval or price supporl operations. 

The fired also accounts for com m unity services block grants provided by 1he U ntied Slak", 

DeparhnenI of Health and Human Services. The major objeclive of llle block granI program i'~ 
to provide for services and aclivilies having a m easurable and potenlial il]lpacl on cati~cs ~,I 

poverty. 
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A ssistance, is provided in the areas of em ploym ent, educalion, belier use o1" incom ~ 
adequate housing and environm enl, and assistance for em ergency needs. 

JO B TR A1N 1N (; PARTNERSItIP ACT F15NI) 

The Job Training Parlnership Ac! (JTPA) Fund accounts for gral~ts from the United Slaw, 
Dcparlm cnl of l..abor through the Louisiana Departm ent of Labor. G rants arc subsequently 

Iransferred Io lhc Coordinating and Developm ent Coq~oralion, which adm inislcrs lhe progl~ml 

under contract wilh |he police jury. The JTPA program provides job training and related assistan~'c 
to econom ically disadvantagext individuals. The ultim ate goal of the program is lo m ove traintx.~ 
into permanenl, self-suslaining em ploym ent. 
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D ESOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield , Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL IN FORM ATION SCH EDU LF~S 
A s of and for the Year Endezl D ecem ber 31, 1996 

CO M I'EN SATIO N PA ll) PO LICE JUR O R S 

Tile schedule of compensalion paid 1o police jurors is prcsenttxl ill compliance with House Concurl'Clll 
Resolulion No. 54 of the 1979 Session of tile Louisiana Legislalure. Colnpensalion of the police jurt,~', 
is included ill tile legislative expenditures of tile General Fund. In accordance w ith ]x~uisiana Re',is~'d 

Slalulc 33:1233, the police jury has elected tile monthly payment method of compensation. Under tiff', 
mclhod, the president receives $700 per monlh and the other jurors receive $600 per month. 
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D ESOTO PA RISH POLICE JU RY 

M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Sch,.xlule of Com pensation Paid Police Jurors 
A s of and For the Year Ended December 31, 1996 

L. W . Bagley 
L. C . Blunt, Jr. 
M artin Caston 

H uey I'. Evans 
Tom nlie lx;e Fuller 
R . U ..lolm son 

S. M aywc, alher 
A . W . M cD onald, Presidenl 

B. D ewayne M ilchell 
John K . Ram bin 
Persley W hile, Jr. 

Tol a 

-41 

8,401 
7,20( 

7,20( 

7,~!! 

$80,4(1~ 
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M EH BER A M ERB*~A N 

NS~II"UTE O F C ERTIFIED 

PUBI Ic A CCOU N3"ANTS 

S~ II~Ty O F LOUI~IA NA 

C E~TIFI[D PUBLIC 

A CCOUNTA NlS 

PRACTIC E LIM ITED TO 

G OVERN M ENTA L 

ACCOUNTING, A UI)I~1NG 

A ND FINANCIAL R ~1>ORTING 

116 P~OFESSlONA I D RIVE 

W EST M O N RO E , 

LOUISIA NA 7 | ;;~9 | 

PHONE 3 18.325.2121 

"I'O LL FREE LO UIr;IA NA 

1.800.541.5020 

FA X 3 18,324. I (;30 

Independent Audilor's R eport on Supplem entary 
Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance 

DESOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M al)sl'ield. lx)uisiana 

] have audil~xl lhe prim ary govellullen( financial slatem enls of Ihe D eSolo t'arish l'oli~~ 
Jlllaj as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued m y rcp~.~t 
thertxm dated October 21, 1997. These prim ary governm ent financial stalements all 

the lesponsibility of the police jury's managemenl. M y responsibility is Io express ~11 
opinion on these prim ary govenltllellt financial staten/e.ts basc~l on m y audil. 

I conducled my audil in accordance with generally accepted auditing sland;m l',: 
(;overnm o~t Auditing Standards, issued by tile Colnplroller General of lhe llnilcd 
Stales; and the provisions of Office of M anagement and Bridget Circular A- 128, Attd/l~ 

of State and Local GovetT,nents. Those startdards and OM B Circular A-128 requit,: 
thai ] plan and pefforln the audil Io obtain reasonable assurance aboul whelh~l Ih~" 
primary governnlenl financial statem ents are free of m aleri~l m isstatem cnl. An am lil 
inch~des exam ining, on a lest basis, evidence supporting Ihe am ounts and disclostm ', 
in the prim ary governlllelll financial statements. An audit also includes assessing Ill~" 
accounling principles used and significant eslim ales m ade by m anagem enl, as well a~ 

evahlating the ovet~tll financial statem enl presenlation. I believe ihal ]ny audit providt, 
a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

M y audit was made for tile puq~)sc of ft)rm ing an opinion on tile primary governm t 
financ, ial slalem enls of lhe D eSolo Parish Police JiJry l~Jken as a whole. T 
accom panying Schcxlule of Federal Financial A ssistance is presented for puq)oscs 
addi|ional analysis and is not a required part of lhe prim ary governm ent financ 

statements. The informalion in thai schedule has been subjected to Ihe audili 
procedures applied in Ihe audit of tile prim ary government financial slalctncn|s all 
in lny opinion, is fairly presented ill all m alerial respects in relalion lo tile financ 
slatenlenls laken as a w hole. 

J / 

O ctober 21, 1997 
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M EM BER A M ERSCA N 

~STiTUT[ OF C EG11FIED 

P UBClC A CCOUN'rA NIS 

~ IETV OF LOUISIANA 

C ERTIFIED ~ U EIt. IC 

ACCOU 1'4"~ ~ HTG 

p RA CTiC E Lt~IITED TO 

G OVERN M ENTA L 

ACCOUNTING, A UDITING 

A ND FINA NCIA L R EPOR11NG 

1 I 6 PROFESSIONAL DRIVE 

W ES] M ONROE, 

LOUISIA NA 7 129 1 

PHONE 3 58.325.2121 

TO[ L FREE LOUISIA NA 

1.800.54 1.5020 

FA X 3 I 8.324 . ~163O 

Independe, nt A tlditor's Report oil C~m~pliance 
"W ith Laws, R egulations, Contracts, and (;rants 

D ESOTO PARISH POIJCE JURY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

I have audik~l the primary governm enl financial statements of the DeSolo Parish t'olk ~ 
Jury as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and for lhe year then ended, and have issued III5 
reporl thereon dated October 21, 1997, 

I conduclcd m y audi! in accordance w ill] generally accepted auditing standard~ 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by Ihe Com ptroller General of Ihe U nilcd 
Slates; lhe provisions of Office of M anagelnent and Budget Circular A-12g, Audit.~ ~!; 
State and Local Governm ents,. and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit GuM e, iss0cd 
by tile See,]ely of Louisiana Cellifi~i Public Accountanls and tile Louisiana Legislati~ c 
Auditor. Those slandards and lhe audit guide require lhat 1 plan and perform lhe audil 
to oblain reasonable assural]ce about w hether the prim ary govermnenl financial 
stalelnenls are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliar~ee w ill] laws, reg~datiol~s, conlracls, and grants applicable to lhe I)cStrtt 
Parish Police Jury is the resl~m sibilily of theDeSoto Parish Police Jury's m anagt;mcnt 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the primary govenuncn 
financial slalelllellts are fl'ec of malerial m isslalem ent, I perlonned tesls of tile I)cSoI~ 
Parish Police Jury's com pliance will] certain provisions of laws, rcgulalions, conlnal~ 

and gFallls. However, the objective of my audit of the primary goverlllnellt l'inant i;~ 
stalem ellts was 1lot Io provkle an opinion ol] overall com pliance w ith such provision'~ 

Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

M aterial instances of noncom pliance consist of failures to follow requircm enl',, oK 
violations of prohibitions, contained in slalutes, regulalions, conlracls or granls Iha 
cause m e lo cor]clude thai tire aggregation of tire m isstalem enls r'esllllilrg f1"o111111~  
failures or violalions is m alerial to the prim ary governm enl financial slatem ents, q'h~ 
resulls of m y tests of com pliance disclosed lhe follow ing inslances of noncom pliance 
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D ESOTO PARISH POH CE JU RY 
M ansfield, l~ uisiana 

Independent A uditor's Report 
oil C~,nnpliancc, etc., 
D cccm her 31. 1996 

V iolalion of Parish Transportalion Act 

Finding: W eekly work schexhdes are not being prepared by the parish road 

superintendent. The Parish Transportation Act, Louisiana Revised Statute (LRS) 48:755, 
requires that tile parish road superintendeni establish and adm inister a parish w ide selective 
m aintenance program that includes scheduling of m aintenance work, by category, to bc 
perform ed on a we~kly basis. By not preparing these schedules the D eSoto Parish Police 
Jury has failed to pro perly adm inister its selective m aintenance program , as required by 
lhc A cl. 

R ecom m endation: I recom m end that the D eSoto Parish Police Jury com ply w ith tile 
provisions of the Parish Transportation Act by requiring that the parish road superintendent 
prepare and follow a weekly work schedule. 

M anagem enf's R esponse: Tile public works director has been using work orders as his 
schedule but will prepare and follow a weekly work schedule for m aintenance work. H e 
m eets w ith tile four |brem en each Friday to go over work for the follow ing week. 

V iolation of A udit R equirem ent 

Finding: The policejtzry did not have its audil completed in a timely manner, lxmisiana 
Revised Statute 24:513 (A)(5)(a) requires that the audit be completed within six months 
of the close of the police jury's fiscal year. Because information had to be gathered from 
various deparhnents/conq)oncnt units and not all subm itted their inform ation to the 

accounting departlnent in a timely manner, the police jury was unable to close tile books 
and pro vide financial records to the auditor in tim e for the audit to be com ple|ed w ithin 
the prescribed tim e period. 

Recommendation: In tile filturc, the police jury should ensure thai necessary records arc 
available in sufficient tim e to ensure that its audit is com plcte~l w ill|in the tim e period 
prescribed by state law . 

M anagelnl311|~s ]~.espollse: W e have contacted the various deparhnelltS and agencies and 
d,ey have asstwcd us that the necessary leColxls will be provkled in sufficient lim e to ensure 
that the audit can be com plelcxl w ithin the tim e period prescribed by state law . 



DESOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Independent Auditor's R.el)oll 
on Com pliance, etc., 
D eccm l~er 31, 1996 

N eed to M aintain Records of 

Fixed Assets 

Finding: The police jury has not maintained complete records of the jury's fixed assets 
for the Easlside Sewer Dislrict. LRS 24:515(B)(1) requires thai the police jury maintain 
rt~ords of all land, buildings, im provem ents, fllm iture, and equiplnent purchased by the 

police jury. Ttle records must include information as to tile date of purchase, the initial 
cost, the disposition, if any, the puq)ose of such disposilion, and the recipient of the 
disposed properly. In addition to the above listed inform ation an estilnated life m ust be 

provided on each asset so that depreciation expense can be calculated and shown in the 

financial statements. The police jury is able to provide a total for sewer lines, pumps, 
valves, etc. owned by the sewer district however, they are unable to give individual 
amounts. The assets of the sewer district were constructed or purchased w ith grant tim(Is 

received specifically for this i)uq)ose. The jury recorded the total amount of the granl on 
its general fixezl asset listing as Eastside Sewer D istrict. W ithout the segregation of 
individual assets it is im possible to delerm ine if all assets are on the list. In addition, 
depreciation expense can not be calculated for financial reporling purl)oses. 

re~'ommendation: ] recommend that the police jury determine individual values lkw all 
assets owned by the sewer district. This can be accom plished by going to the grant files 
and determ ining how m uch was spent on sewer lines, plant, etc. If exact am ounls can not 
be delenninezl an eslim ate should be made. The list should contain a notation on all assels 
denoting wbelher the inform ation is actual or estim ated. Fixexl assel records should be 
updated for all future purchases when the purchase is m ade. 

M anagem ent's R esponse: W e have obtained tile original grant docum ents showing 
separate am ounls for each conlponenl of fixed assets. U tilizing those docum enls, 
accum ulated deplvgiation will be established through D ecem ber 31, 1996. For 1997 and 
fitture years, annual depreciation will be calculated and provided for preparalion of the 
financial statem ents. 

1 considered this instance of noncompliance in forming my opinion on whether the police jury's ltml 
financial statem ents are presented fairly, in all m aterial respects, in conform ity w ith generally acccptc~ 

accounting principles, and this reporl does not affex:t m y reporl dated October 21, 1997, on those pn'im ~H3 
gOVel'lHllgllt financial statelllents. 
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D ES()']'() PA RISH PO LJCE JURY 
M ansfield, lxm isiana 

Independent A uditor's Repoll 
on Com pliance, elc., 
Decem ber 31. 1996 

This repo+l is intended for tile inform ation of tile D eSolo Parish Police Jury, managem ent of the I)olkt 

jury, and intereslcd stale and federal grantor agencies. This is nol intended to limit the dislribulion ot 
this repota, which is a m ailer of public record. 

W es| ]~lOlll'Oe, Louisiana 

()clobcr 21. 1997 
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Independent Auditor's R eport oil Com pliance W ith 

Specific Requirements Applicable to M ajor 
Federal Financial Assistance Program s 

I)F~qC)TO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield. ix)uisiana 

I have audited the prim ary goverllnlenl linancial stalem enls of the D eSolo ]'arish PoliL 

Jury as of D ecember 31, 1996, and for lhe year then ended, and have issuc.d m y rcl)(wl 
lhereon (lale~ October 21, 199'7. 

I have also audilexl the D eSoto Parish Police Jury's com plia nee w ith the requircm cl~t 
govern ing repolling, m oniloring subrecipicnts, securily over food stam ps, claim s 10~ 
advances and l"Ci111btll"senlelllS, and all)Otlnts claim ed or used for illalching thai ;~h 

apl)licable to ils major fexlel:al finaltcial assistance programs, which are identified in fl~. 
accom panying Schezlule of F(~lel-al Financial Assislance, for Ihc year ended D eccm h~.~ 
31, 1996. The m anagem ent of the DeSoto Parish Police Jury is resl)ol)sible ford~t. 
D eSolo Parish Police Jury's com pliance will~ those rcquirem ellls. M y rcsp~msibilit3 
is to express an opinion on com pliance w ith those rt~luirem enls basc*l (m m y au0h. 

I cot)(hiclc(I m y atidil of compliallce w ill) Ihose re.quirements in accordance w ill 
genel~lly accepl~l auditing slandards; Government Auditing Standards, issut~l by lht 
Com ptroller General of the l_lniiezl Stales; and Office of M anagem ent and t'ht(l~r~~ 

Cilx:ular A-128, Audits of Stale attdLocal Governments. Those slandalzls and ()M t; 
Circular A-128 rtY.tuire thal I plan and perform Ihe audit lo ()blain reasonable assuran~ t 
aboul w llclher lnalerial noncom pliance w ith the requirem ents referrezl to ahoxt 
occtH'red. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence aboul Ihc I)cSott 
Parish Police Jury's com pliance w ill) lhose requirem ents. I believe thai m y au~li 
provides a reasol)able basis for m y opinion. 

In m y ol)inion, the De.Solo Parish Police Jury com plied, in all m aterial rcspccls, x~itl 
Ihe requirem ents governing reporting, m onitoring subrecil)ients, security over 1oo~ 
slam ps, claim s for advances and reim btlrsom ents, and am otmls claim ed or usc(I h~ 

matching thai are applicable to ils major federal financial assistance programs tbT Ih< 
year ended D ecember 31, 1996. 
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DESCYI'O PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

lndel)etldenl Auditor's Reporl oll Com pliance 
W ith Spccific Requirelnents Applicable 

To M ajor Progranas, 
Deeeml'~er 31, 1996 

This repola is intended for tile information of the D eSolo Parish Police Jury, m anagem ent of tile poli~ 

jury, and intereslcxt slale and federal grantor agencies. This is nol inlended lo limit tile distribution t, 
this report, which is a m ailer of public record. 

W esl M onroe, I~ uisiana 
October 21, 1997 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Com pliance 
W ith G eneral R equirem ents A pplicable to 
Federal Financial Assistance Program s 

DF~ IOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M mlsfieid, Louisiana 

] have audited the primary governm enl financial slalements of tile D eSolo Parish t'olit~ 
Jury as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued m y rcporl 
thereon daled October 21, 1997. 

I have al)pliezl procezlures to lest the D eSoto Parish Police Jury's com pliance w ith Ih~ 
folk)w ing requirem ents al)plicable to its federal financial assistance program s, w hirl 
are identified in the accom panying Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance, for Ih~ 

year cnded D ecem ber 31, 1996: 

Political activity 
D avis-Bacon A ct 
Civil righ/s 
Cash m anagelnent 
Federal financial reponint~, 
A llowahle cosls/cosl principles 
A dm inistrative requirem en|s 

M y 0rocezhires were lim ited lo the applicable proce& wes described in lhe O ffk:e ,,t 

M anagemenl and Budget's Compliance Sul)plement for Single Audits of State and Lo, a/ 
GovetTlments. M y procezlures were subslantially less in scope than an audit. IIDc, 

objective of which is the expression of an opinion on the DeSoto Parish Police Jilt ,, '~ 
com pliance w ith the requirem ents lisled in tile preceding paragral)h. Accordinpl

.
,
,. i 

dO IlOl express sileh all opinioIL 

W ith respect to the item s tested, the resulls of those procedures disclosed no ]nale~ 
inslanees of noncompliance with the requirem ents listexl in the second paragraph of l 
reporl. W illl respect 1o ilem s nol lested, nothing cam e to m y attention Ihat caused 
to believe that tile D eSolo Parish Police Jury, had not c,<mlplied, in all lnalOl 

respects, w ith lhose requirem ents. 



I)ESO TO PA RISH POLICE JU RY 
M ~m sfield, Louisiana 

Indcl)endenl Audilor's Rel)ozl on 
Conq)liance W ilh General Requirem ents 
Applicable lo F~leral I:~rogram s, 
D ecem ber 31. 1996 

This rel)orl is intended for the inform ation of Ihe I)eSolo Parish Police Jury, 

jury, alld inlcrested state and fexteral granlor agencies. This is not inlended 
lifts rel)O]'~, w hich is a m ailer of public record. 

/  

W est M onroe, Ixufisiana 
Oc{obc~" 21, 1997 
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Independent Auditor's R eport on Com pliance W ith 

Specific Requirements Applicable to Nonmajor 
Federal Financial Assistance I'rogram  Transactions 

DESOTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

1 have aadile~l the primary govenunent financial statem ents of the D eSoto Parish Poli~ 
Ji/ry as of December 31, 1996 and for the year then el~dc(I, aM  have issl/~;d iny 1"c1~,~ 

thereon dated October 21, 199"7. 

In conneclion w ilh m y audit of the prim ary governm ent financial slalem cnls of Ihc 
D eSolo Parish Police Jury and w ith m y consideration of the I)eSoto Parish Poli~t. 
Jury's control stnlcture used to adm inister federal financial assislance program s, a~ 

required by Office of M anagement and Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State am/ 
Local Governments, 1 selected certain transactions applicable to the police jtll-y~ 
no,,najor federal financial assislance program for the year ended December 31, I00(, 
A s required by OM B Circular A-128, I have performed auditing precedurcs to lt:~I 
com pliance w ith the requirem ents governing types of services allowed or m m llowcd. 
eligibility, m atching, reporting, m onitoring surecipients, and special requircm enls llHI 
are applicable to those transactions. M y procedures were substantially less in s~'olw 

than an attdit, Ihe o[!iective of which is the expression of an opinion on lhe I)cg{,Io 
Parish Police Jury's com pliance with these requirem ents. Accolzlingly, 1 do .t~l 
express such an opillion. 

W ith resp~ t to lhe ilem s testtxt, the results of those procexhlres disclosed no m ale~ ia 
instances of noncom pliance w ith the requirem ents listcxl in the preceding paragral.h 
W ilh respect to item s not tested, nothing cam e to m y attention thai caused m c It 
believe Ihat the D eSoto Parish Police Jury had not com plied, in all m aterial l'eSl)C('l', 
w itll Ihose requirem enls. 
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DESOTO PARISH PO IJCE JURY 
M ansfield, Lxnlisiana 

Indcpendenl Audilor's Report on 
Com pliance W ith Specific Requirem ents 

Applicable to Nonmajor Programs, 
D ecem l'~er 31. 1996 

This rcporl is intended for the inform ation of the D eSoto Parish Police Jury, m anagem enl of the ix~l 

jury, and interested slate and federal grantor agencies. This is not inlended to limit the distrihtutiozl 
this relX~l/, which is a m atter of public record. 

W esl M ionroe, lxnfisiana 

()clobt~r 21. 1997 
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Independent A uditor's R eport 
on the Internal Control Structure 

D ESOT() PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfichl. Louisiana 

I have audited  the prim ary govermnent financial statem ents of tile I)cSoto Parish Poli~'L 
Jury as of Decem ber 31,1996, and for file year then ended , and have iss.ed  m y rcp~.JI 
thereon dated October 21, 1997. 

I conducted m y audit ill accordance w ith generally accepted  auditing standard, 
(;ow'rnm ent Auditing Standards, issuexl by lhe Com ptroller General of the U niter 
Stales; and the provisions of O ffice of M anagem ent and Budget Circular A -128, Ale(lit, 

of Slate andLocal Govovmwnts. Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 rcqtm ~ 
that I plan and perform the audit 1(/obtain reasonable assurance about whether Ih~ 
prim ary govern m ent financial stalem enls are free of m aterial m isstalem enl. 

The managem ent of tile D cSoto Parish Police Jury is responsible lbr cstahlishing and 
m aintaining an intern al control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estim ates allt] 

judgmenls by management are reqnired  to assess lhe expected benefits and relaled co~l 
of internal conlrol slructure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal 
collh'ol slructtn'e are to prt)vide m anagem ent w ilh reasonable, but nol absolute, 
assurance thal assels are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized ,se or disposi0~pH, 
and that transactions are executed in accordance w ith m anagem ent's authorization and 
recolzkxl properly to permit the preparation of prim ary govern ment financial statcmcnl 
in accoJzlanee w ith generally accepted acconnling principles. Because of inhcrcnl 
lim itatiovls in any internal control stn]cturc, errors or irregularilies m ay ncvcllhclc~,", 

occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the slruchnrc to l'tlltHc 
periods is subject to the risk lhat proced nrcs may become inadequate because ~,1 
changes in condilions or that tile effectiveness of the design and operation of policic~ 
alld I)rocedl.lres m ay deteriorate. 

In planning and perform ing m y audit of the prim ary govermncnt financial slalcm cnl, 
of tile DcSolo Parish Police Jury for the year ended D ecember 31, 1996, I obtained a l~ 
understanding of the internal control stru cture. W ith respect Io lhc internal conra il 
stnmture, 1 obtained  an understanding of tile design of relevant policies and proced tm ', 
and whether they have been placed  in operation, and l assessed conra il 
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I)ESOTO PARISH POIJCE JURY 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Independent A uditor's Repot1 oll 
lnlernal Control Slrllclure, 
Decem ber 31. 1996 

risk ill order to determ ine m y audiling l)roccdures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on th, 
prima~'y governm ent financial statem ents and 11ol 1o provide an opinion on 1he internal control sll'tlC|tllt.. 

AccoM ingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

M y con~idel-alion of 1he internal conlrol stru cture would not necessarily disclose all inallers in lhe interned 
c(mtrol strtlcttlre 1hal m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the A m erican Inslilutt. 
of Ce~aifit~:l Public Accoulltanls. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design 111" operali(m .,I 
one or m ore of 1he internal conlrol slruclure elements does not reduce to a rclalively low level the ri',k 
thai errors and irregularilies in am ounts lhal would be, m aterial in relation to 1he prim ary govermncnl 
financial statements being auditexl may occur and not be detecte~l w ithin a tim ely period by Cml)loyecs i~l 
Ihe norm al course of perform ing 1heir assigned fimctions. I noted no m ailers involving the inlcrn~t 
control slruclure and its operation 1hal I consider to be m alerial weaknesses as definexl above. 

This reporl is intended for the informalion of tile DeSoto Parish Police Jury, management of 1he pol 

jury, and interested stale and federal grantor agencies. This is 11ol inlended 1o limil the distribulion 
this repoll, w 

October" 21, 1997 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control 
Structure U sed in A dm inistering Federal 

Financial Assistance Program s 

D I~ OTO PARISH POLICE JURY 
M ansfield. Lo(6siat~a 

I have audiled the primary govenmlenl financial slalem enls of |lie I)eSoto t'arish }'oli, c 
Jury as of D ecember 31, 1996, and for tlle year then ended, and have issued m y repotl 
thereon dated Oclober 21, 199"7. I have also audiled the com pliance  of the DcSoI,~ 

Parish Police Jury with requircmenls applicable to major federal financial assislan, c 
l)rogram s and have issuexl m y reporl thereon dated October 21, 1997. 

1 conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepled auditing standard',: 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com plroller General of lhc lItlih:~ 

Stales; and Office of M anagemeld and Budgel Circular A-128, Audits of State ml~, 
Local (;overnmetzts. Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require lhal I plan an~ 
perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance aboul whether Ihe primar5 
gow~m m enl financial statem ents arc free of m aterial m isstatem ent and abou[ wht'lht'~ 
the l~)eSolo Parish Police July COml)liexl with laws and regulations, noncom pliance will 

which would be material lo a major federal financial assistance program. 

In plamling and perform ing m y audit for tile year ended D ecem ber 31, l~)tI(~. I 
considered lhe inlernal control structure of |lie D eSoto Parish Police Jury in ordL~J I~ 
tie,erm ine m y at|tilling llrocedttrc, s for the purpose of explessing my ol)inion on (1,~ 
prim ary government financial stalem ents of the D eSolo Parish Police Jury and on lilt. 

compliance of the DeSolo Parish Police Jury wilh requirements aplllicablc to its majo~ 
program , and to report on the internal control slructure in accordance w ilh ()M I 
Circular A-128. This reporl addresses m y consideration of inlernal conlrol structu~ 
policies aud procc~tures relevant Io compliance w ith requirem ents applicable lo lcd~~.t 
financial assislance program s. I have addressed internal control slrtlcture policies a~( 
procedures relevant 1o ]ny atldil of tile prim ary govel'llm Clll financial slatem enls iT~ 
separate report daled October 21, 1997. 

The m anagement of Ille D eSoto Parish Police Jury is responsible for eslablishing aT~d 
m aintaining an internal control stntclure. In fldfilling this responsibilily, estim ates a~lfi 

judgments Ily management are required 1o assess lhe expected bcnefils and related co,,l,. 
of iJ/lcrnal control strlK:hlrc policies and procedures. The o|2jeclives of an internal 
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DESOTO PARISIt POLICE JU RY 
M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Independcnl Auditor's Reporl on Internal 
Conllol Slructure U sed in Adm inistering 
Federal Financial A ssistance Program s, 
D ecem ber 31, 1996 

conlrol s|l'l.lCll.lrG are lo provide tllanagolnenl wilh rc, asonable, bill 11o1 absohlle, asstllallCe, lJlal asscls aT~ 
safeguarded againsl loss from lulaulhorized use or disposition, and thai transaclions are oxoculcd m 
accordance with m anagenmnl's aulhorizalion and recorded prol)erly to perm i! lhe preparation of prim a~5 
governnlcnl financial statem enls in accordance w ith generally accepted accounting principles, and Ihal 
federal financial assistance program s are m anaged in com pliance w ilh applicable law s and regulations 
Be, cause of inhcrenl lim itations in any internal control structure, errors, irregularities, or instances ~1 

noncompliance may neve~lheless occur and nol be detecled. Also projection of any evaluation of IIl~ 
slructtlre 1(i futtH'e periods is subject to the risk thai procexlures may become inadoqualc hocausc ~1 
changes in conditions or that tile effectiveness of tile design and operation of policies and procedures re ;t), 
deteriorate. 

For lhc ptwpose of Otis rot)oil, I have classifiey3 the significant inlem al conlrol sm lc~ttrt; policies a 
procedures used in adlninislcring federal financial assistance program s in lhc following calcgorics: 

Accounting apl'Jlica|ions: 
Revcnues/receipls 
Expondil~rcs/dislx~rsem cn~s/ptH'chasing 
Payroll/personnel 
Budgeting/budgetary reporting 
Eleclronic dala processing 

General Requirelnenls: 
Poli|ical aclivily 

D avis-Bacon Act 
Civil righls 
Cash m anagem onl 
Federal financial reports 
A llowable cosls/cosl principles 
Adm inistralive requirem ents 

Specific Requirem ents: 
Types of services allowed/unallow ed 
Eligibilily 
Reporting 
M oniloring subrecipienls 
Special lexluirenlenls 
Claim s for advances and rcim bttrsem enls 
A m ounls clailned or used for m alching 
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I)ESO~O PARISH POIJCE JURY 
M al~sfield, 1Jm isiana 

lnde4)~n(len! Auditor's Re, porl on Intern al 
('onllol Sm ~cture U sed in Adm inistering 

Fexleral Financial A ssistance Program s, 
Decem ber 31, 1996 

For all of tile inlem al control stru cture categories listed above, I obtaineA an underslam ling of tile dcsi~ 
of relevant policies and proce~lures and delerm ined w hether they have been placed in operalion, and 
assessed control risk. 

D ,ring lhe year ended D ecem ber 31, 1996, Ihe I)eSolo Parish Police J0ry expended 88 per cenl of il, 

lolal federal financial assis|ance under its maior federal financial assistance program. 

I perform ed Icsts o1" conlrols, as requirexl by OM B Circular A-128, to cvahmte 111o effectiveness el Ihc 
design and operalion of inlernal conlrol s(ructure policies and procedures thai I considereA relevanl I~ 
p~vvenling or dele~:ting m alerial noncom pliance wilh spc, cific requirem enls, general rcquirem enls, claim , 
for advances arid reim bursem ents, and am ounts claim ed or used for m atching thai are applicable to lhc 

police jury's maior ftxleral financial assislance progl~anh which is idenlifiext in the accompanying Schcduk. 
of Ftxlcm l Financial Assistance. M y procedures were less in scope than would be necessary lo render m~ 
opinion on these internal control structure policies and procedures. Accordingly, I do not express stwh 

M y consklerafion o1" tile inlernal control struclure policies and procedures used in adm inistering fc(Ic~ad 
financb~l assislaucc would not necessarily disclose all m ailers in the internal conlrol stnlclurc lha! m ighl 
corJslilulc m alcrial weaknesses under standards established by the A m erican Institute of Certified Ptfl)li( 
Accotm tanls. A m aterial weakness is a reporlable condition in w hich lhe design or operalion of ont: (,i 
m ore (,f lhc internal conlrol struelure elem enls does no1 reduce to a relalively low level the risk Ihal 
noncompliance with laws and regulations that wouhl be m aterial Io a f~leral financial assislanee I)rogram~ 
m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely 1)cried hy em ployees in II~e norm al course of perform ilk~ 
ll~eir assignexl function,s. I hot,x1 no m at/ers involving the it~ternal control structure and ils opcrat.io~s ~.h~l 
1 consider lo be m aterial weaknesses as definexl above. 

This report is intended for the inff~rm ation of the D eSolo Parish Police Jury, managem cnl of lhe ix 

jury, and interesltxl slalc and federal grantor agencies. This is not intended to limil the dislribuli~ 
hich is a m alter of public record 

W csl M onroe, lxm isiana 

October 21. 1997 
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