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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 



JO HN D. BUTLER & CO M PANY 
A PRO FESSIO NAL ACCO UNIlNG CO RPO RAlIO N 

P. O. BOX 30 
BAKER, LO UISIANA 70704-0030 

(504) 775-4982 

NDEPENDENT A UDITO R'S REPO RT 

Novem ber 18. 1998 

The Honorable M rs. Debbie D. Hudna 
East Feliciana Parish C lerk of Court 
P. O . Box 595 
Clinton. Louisiana 70722 

W e have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the 
East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court, com ponent unit of East Feliciana Parish, as 
of and for the years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997, as listed in the table of 
contents. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of 
the East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these general-purpose financial statem ents based on our 
audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing 
standards and governm ent auditing standards issued by the Com ptroller General 
of the United States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform  the audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on 
a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general 
purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as 
evaluating the overall com ponent unit financial statem ent presentation. W e 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
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East Feliciana Parish C lerk of C ourt 
Novem ber 18, 1998 
page 2 

In our opinion, the com ponent unit financial statem ents referred to above present 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the East Feliciana Parish 
Clerk of Court as of June 30, 1998 and 1997, and the results of its operations for 
the years then ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

O ur audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the com ponent unit 
financial statem ents taken as a whole. The com bining and individual fund 
financial statem ents and schedule of changes in unsettled deposits listed in the 
table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and not a 
required part of the com ponent unit financial statem ents of the East Feliciana 
Parish Clerk of Court, Clinton, LA. Such information has been subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the com ponent unit financial 
statem ents and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in 
relation to the com ponent unit financial statem ents taken as a w hole. 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued a 
report dated Novem ber 18, 1998 on our consideration of the East Feliciana 
Parish Clerk of Court's internal control structure and a report dated Novem ber 18, 
1998 on its com pliance with laws and regulations. 

ler & Com pany 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 
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ASSETS 

Cash & equivalents 
Receivables, net 
Due from other funds 
Investm ents 
Fixed Assets 

TOTAL ASSETS 

EAST FELIC IANA PA R ISH C LERK O F C O U RT 
C LINTO N. LO UISIANA 

CO M BINED BALANCE SHEET 
ALL FUND TYPES & ACCO UNT G RO UPS 

JUNE 30. 1998 

LIABILITIES & FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payabJe 
Payroll deductions 
payable 
Due to other funds 
Due to other gov't 
units 
Unsettled deposits 
Com pensated absences 
payable 

G ov't 
Funds 

G eneral 
Fund 

$ 91,786.51 
11,077.00 
12,807.79 
130,000.00 

.DO 

Fiduciary 
Funds 

Agency 
Funds 

Account 
G roups 

Totals 
M em orandum O nlv 

General 
Fixed 
Assets 1998 1997 

$ 1,131,244.46 $ .00 
.00 .00 
.00 .00 

200,000.00 .00 
.00 234 727.63 

$ 1,223,030.97 
11,077.00 
12,807.79 
330,000.00 
234.727.63 

$ 1,027,262.97 
9,711.00 
3,762.95 

330,000.00 
159.250.74 

245.671.30 1.331.244.46 234 727.63 1.811.643.39 1.529.987.66 

Total Liabilities 53.653.17 1.331.244.46 .00 1.384.897.63 1.163.580.67 

Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in G eneral 
Fixed Assets 
Fund balance - Unreserved 
Undesignated 

Total Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & 
FUND EQ UITY 

.00 

92 018.13 

O0 

O0 

234,727.63 

.00 

234.727.63 159.250.74 

192 018.13 207.156.25 

192 018.13 O0 234.727.63 426 745.76 366.406.99 

45 671.30 1.331 244.46 234.727.63 1.8 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
C LINTO N. LO UISIA NA 

STATEM ENT O F: REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 
G OVERNM ENTAL FUNDS 

YEA RS END ED JUNE 30, 1998 A ND 1997 

REVENUES 

Licenses and perm its 
Fees, charges & com m issions for services: 

Court costs, fees and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies of docum ents 
M iscellaneous 

Use of m oney & property - interest earnings 
Other revenues 

TotalRevenues 

EXPENDITURES 

G eneral G overnm ent: 
Personal services & related benefits 
O perating services 
M aterials & supplies 
Travel & other charges 

C apital outlay 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures 

HER FINANCING SO URCES (USES 

1998 1997 

$ 2,241.21 $ 2,373.74 

246,218.26 
97,307.00 
47,041.50 
1,069.95 

27,370.43 
13 060.00 

209,474.50 
94,771.50 
40,923.50 

148.00 
16,701.97 
11.104.00 

434.308.35 375.497.21 

251,176.97 
54,555.78 
40,584.42 
11,617.10 
91.512.20 

226,937.44 
36,417.88 
37,312.44 
12,740.50 
2.276.74 

449 446.47 315 685.00 

(15,138.12) 59,812.21 

00 00 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND 
OTHER FINANCING SO URCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES AND OTH [-R FINANCING USES (15,138.12) 59,812.21 

FUND BA LANC E. BEG INNING 

FU ND BA LANC E. END ING 

207.156.25 147 344.04 

192.018.13 207.156.25 

The accom pany notes are an integral part of this statem ent 



EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
C LINTO N . LO U ISIA NA 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANG ES IN 
FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

G OVERNM ENTAL FUNDS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 

REVENUES 
License & perm its 
Fees, charges & com m issions for 
services: 
Court costs, fees & charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies 
M iscellaneous 

Use of m oney - interest earnings 
O ther revenues 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

G eneral G overnm ent: 
Personal serv ices & related benefits 
O perating services 
M aterials & supplies 
Travel & other charges 

Capital outlay 

Total Expenditures 

Deficiency of Revenues Over 
Expenditures 

OTHER FINANCING SO URCES 

Bud.qet 

$ 2,160.00 

201,000.00 
90,000.00 
40,600.00 

100.00 
16,800.00 
12 660.00 

Actual 

$ 2,241.21 

246,218.26 
97,307.00 
47,041.50 
1,069.95 

27,370.43 
13 060.00 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 81.21 

45,218.26 
7,307.00 
6,241.50 
969.95 

10,570.43 
400.00 

363.520.00 434.308.35 70.788.35 

242,580.00 
37,390.00 
37,800.00 
14,232.00 
36 000.00 

251,176.97 
54,555.78 
40,584.42 
11,617.10 
91.512.20 

(8,596.97) 
(17,165.78) 
(2,784.42) 
2,614.90 

(55.512.201 

368 002.00 449 446.47 (81.444.47 

DEFIC IENCY O F REVENUES A ND O THER 
FINANC ING SO URCES OV ER EXPENDITURES 
AND OTHER FINANCING USES (4,482.00) (15,138.12) (10,656.12) 

FUND BALANC E. BEG INNING 207.156.00 207 156.25 .25 

FUND BALANCE. ENDING 202.674.00 192.018.13 (10.655.87 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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INTRO DUCTIO N 

EAST" FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N , LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

As provided by A rticle V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court 
serves as the ex-officio notary public; the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages, and other 
acts; and has other duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a 
four-year term . 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

A . BASIS O F PRESENTATIO N 
The accom panying financial statem ents of the East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court 
have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. FINANCING REPO RTING ENTITY 
As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the East Feliciana 
Parish Policy Jury is the financial reporting entity for East Feliciana Parish. The 
financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) 
organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other 
organizations for w hich nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary 
governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

G overnm ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for 
determ ining w hich com ponent units should be considered part of the East Feliciana 
Parish Police for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The 
G A SB has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. 
This criteria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and (a) the 
ability of the polices jury to impose its will on that organization and/or (b) the 
potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or im pose 

specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but 
are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

3. O rganizations for w hich the reporting entity's financial statem ents w ould be 
m isleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or 
significance of the relationship. 

7 - 
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EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

Because the police jury's financial statements would be misleading if data of the 
organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship, 

the clerk of court w as determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the East Feliciana Parish 
Police Jury , the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial statem ents 
present inform ation only on the funds m aintained by the clerk of court and do not 
present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by 
that governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial 
reporting entity. 

C. FUND ACCO UNTING 
The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and 
the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to 
certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. O n the 
other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds 
because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the clerk of court are classified into tw o categories: governm ental and 
fiduciary. These funds are described as follow s: 

G overnm ental Funds 

G eneral Fund - The G eneral Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fund of the clerk of court and accounts for the operations 
of the clerk's office. 

The various fees and charges due to the clerk's office are accounted for in this 
fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Fiduciary Funds: 

A gency Funds - The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Agency Funds 
account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds are custodial in 
nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of 
operations. 

BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 
Basis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. The 

- 8- 



EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N, LO UISIANA 

NOIE S TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

governm ental funds are accounted for using a flow of current financial resources 
m easurem ent focus. The accom panying com ponent unit financial statem ents have 
been prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting. The governm ental funds 
use the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues - Major revenues consist of court costs, fees, charges for recording 
legal docum ents and charges for certified copies of docum ents. Revenues are 
recognized w hen they becom e m easurable and available as net current assets. 

Expenditures - Major expenditures consist of salaries, computer rentals, office 
supplies, insurance and travel expenses. Expenditures are generally recognized 
under the m odified accrual basis of accounting w hen the related fund liability is 
incurred. 

E. BUDG ET PRACTICES 
The proposed budget for the June 30, 1998 and 1997, fiscal year w as m ade available 
for public inspection at the clerk's office on June 12, 1997 and June 17, 1996. The 
proposed budget, prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting, was published 
in the official journal at least ten days before the public hearing. The budget hearing 
w as held at the clerk's office on June 12, 1997 and June 17, 1996. The budget is 
legally adopted and am ended, as necessary, by the clerk. All appropriations lapse at 
year end. 

Formal budget integration (within the accounting records) is not employed as a 
m anagem ent control device. Budget am ounts included in the accom panying financial 
statem ents include the original adopted budget and all subsequent am endm ents. 

F. CASH, CASH EQ UIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 
Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and 
m oney m arket accounts. Cash equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposits and those 
investm ents w ith original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law , the clerk of 
court m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney 
m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and 
national banks having their principal offi ces in Louisiana. 

Under state law , the clerk of court m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes 
or certificates. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 
90 days; how ever, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as 
cash equivalents. Investm ents are stated at cost. 

G . FIXED ASSETS 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased, and the related 
assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General 
fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded within the general fixed 
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EAST FFLICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N , LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 
All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estim ated cost if historical cost is not 
available. 

H. CO M PENSATED ABSENCES 
The clerk of court has the follow ing policy relating to vacation and sick leave 

Vacation leave Employees receive ten (10) days vacation leave 
each year on the anniversary of their em ploym ent. Vacation leave is non-cum ulative 
beyond the year in w hich it is earned. If an em ployee term inates at the end of the year, 
the em ployee w ill be paid for unused vacation leave earned. 

Sick leave - Employees receive ten (10) days sick leave each year. Sick leave is non- 
cum ulative, but em ployees are paid for unused sick leave at the end of the year at their 
regular salary rate. Sick leave is not paid upon term ination. 

The cost of leave privileges, com puted in accordance with GASB Codification Section 
C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund w hen leave is 
actually earned. 

I. FUND EQ UITY 

Fund equity includes the follow ing 

Reserves - Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for 
expenditure or legally segregated for a specific future use. 

Designated Fund Balances- Designated fund balances represent tentative plans 
for future use of financial resources. 

The clerk of court has neither reserv ed or designated fund balances at 
June 30, 1998. 

J. CO M PARATIVE DATA 
Com parative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accom panying 
financial statem ents in order to provide an understanding of changes in the Clerk's 
financial position and operations. However, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior year 
totals by fund type) data have not been presented in each of the statements since their 
inclusion w ould m ake the statem ents unduly com plex and difficult to read. 

K. TOTAL CO LUM NS O N STATEM ENTS 
Total colum ns on the statem ents are captioned'M em orandum O nly" to indicate that 
they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not 
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EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30, 1998 

present financial position or results of operations in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

NOTE 2 - CASH CASH EQ UIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

At June 30, 1998, the Clerk of Court had cash and cash equivalents and investm ents 
(book balances) totaling $1,553,030.97 as follows: 

Petty cash 
Interest-bearing 
demand deposits 
M oney m arket accounts 
Tim e deposits 

Reg. Of Adv. 
_ Court Deposit Total 

$ 100.00 $ .00 $ .00 $ 100.00 

31,686.51 9,846.83 21,397.63 62,930.97 
60,000.00 1,010,000.00 90,000.00 1,160,000.00 
30,000.00 .00 200.000.00 330.000.00 

Total Cash & Equivalents 221,766.51 1,019,846.83 311,397.63 1,553,030.97 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law, these 
deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance 
or the pledge of securities ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the 
pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the 
am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the nam e 
of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 
acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1998, the clerk had $1,553,030.97 in deposits 
(collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $400,000 of 
federal deposit insurance and $1,671,276.00 of pledged securities held by the custodial 
bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under 
the provisions of GASB Statem ent 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a 
statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities 
w ithin 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to 
pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

NOTE 3 - RECEIVABLES 

The receivables of $23,884.79 at June 30, 1998. are as follows 

C lass of Receivable 

Accounts 
Intergovernm enta 

Total 
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G eneral 
Fund 

Agency 
Fund Total 

$ 11,077.00 $ .00 $ 11,077.00 
12 807.79 .00 12.807.79 

3.8 23.884.79 



EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
C LINTO N , LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

NO TE 4 - FIXED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Equipm ent 

Balance 
7-01-97 

Balance 
Additions Deletions 6-30-98 

$1 59,250.74 $ 91,512.20 $ 16,035.31 $ 234,727.63 

NO TE 5 - PENSIO N PLAN 

Substantially all em ployees of the East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court are m em bers 
of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, a m ultiple-employer (cost- 
sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by 
a separate board of trustees. 

All regular em ployees w ho are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent 
are required to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith 
at least 12 years of credited service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly 
for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited serv ice, 
not to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary . Final-average salary  is the 

employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the 
highest average. Em ployees w ho term inate w ith at least 12 years of serv ice and do not 
w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the 
benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The System also provides death and 
disability benefits. Benefits are established and am ended by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial 
statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay 
be obtained by w riting to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 
11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite B1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (225) 
293-1162. 

Fundinq Pol_icy. Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent 
of their annual covered salary and the East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court is required 
to contribute at an actuarially determ ined ratel The current rate is 11.50 percent of 
annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one 
percent of tile taxes show n to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The 
contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the East Feliciana Parish C lerk of Court 
are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana 
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EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

Revised Statute 11:103, the em ployer contributions are determ ined by actuarial 
valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for 
the prior fiscal year. The East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the 
System for the years ending ,June 39, 1998, 1997, and 1996, were $18,608.34, 
18,044.32, 18,347.00, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

NOTE 6 - OTHER PO STEM PLOYM ENT BENEFITS 

The East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care and 
life insurance benefits for retired em ployees. Substantially all of the clerk's em ployees 
becom e eligible for these benefits if they reach norm al retirem ent age while working 
for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar benefits for active 
em ployees are provided through an insurance com panyw hose m onthly prem ium s are 
paid jointly by the employee and the clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the 
cost of providing these benefits (the clerk's portion of the premiums) as an expenditure 
when the monthly prem iums are due. The cost of retiree benefits totaled $2,631.60 
for the year ended June 30, 1998. O nly one retiree is currently participating. 

OTE 7 -ACCO UNTS AND OTHER PAYABLES 

The payables of $1,384,897.63 are as follows 

G eneral 
Fund 

Accounts 
C om pensated absences 
Deposits 
O ther 

$ 46,798.49 
4,774.18 

.00 
2.080.50 

NOTE 8 - CO M PE-NSATED ABSENC 

Agency 
Funds Total 

53.653.17 1.331.244.46 1.384.897.63 

At June 30, 1998, em ployees of the clerk of court have accum ulated and vested 
$4,774.18 of em ployee leave benefits, com puted in accordance wilh GASB 
Codification Section C60. A s a result of the C lerk of Court's leave policy, this entire 
am ount is recorded w ithin the G eneral Fund as a current liability. 
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EAST FELICIA NA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
C LINTO N , LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

NOTE 9 - LEASES 

No capital leases exist as of June 30, 1998 

The clerk's office has an operating lease of the follow ing nature 

An autom obile lease that began January 13
, 1996 consisting of 36 renta 

payments of $418.64 with a residual payment of $13,153.25. 

Also, a 48 month lease of $1,229.00 for computer equipment 

The m inim um annual com m itm ents under this noncancellable operating lease is as 
follow s: 

Fiscal Year 

6/30/99 
6/30/00 
6/30/01 
6/30/92 

Total 

E 10 - CHANG ES IN AG E 

Am ount 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follow s 

Agency Funds: 
Advance Deposit 
Registry of Court 

Tota 

U nsettled Unsettled 
Deposits Deposits 
~_Z 7/01/97 Addition Reduction ~  7/01/98 

$ 260,657 $ 304,376 $ 266,443 $ 298,590 
892 580 134,165 6,898 1.019.847 

37 

NOTE 11 - EXC ESS FUND BALANCE 

1 1.318.43 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the 
term of office) the clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the 
G eneral Fund's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clerk's last 
year of his term  of office. At June 30, 1998, there w as no am ount due the parish 
treasurer as the G eneral Fund's fund balance at June 30, 1998, did not exceed one- 
half of the revenues of the G eneral Fund for the last year of the clerk's four-year term 
of office. 
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EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N, LO UISIANA 

NO TES TO THE FINANC IA L STATEM ENTS 
JUNE 30. 1998 

NOTE 12 - RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIO NS 

There were no related party transactions that cam e to our attention during our audit 

NOTE 13 - LITIGATIO N AND C LA IM S 

At June 30, 1998, the clerk of court was not involved in litigation that would cause any 
m onetary claim s. 

NO TE 14 - EXPENDITURES O F THE CLERK O F CO URT PA ID BY 
THE PARISH PO LICY JURY 

Certain operating expenditures of the clerk's office are paid by the parish police jury 
and are not included in the accom panying financial statem ents. These expenditures 
are sum m arized as follow s: 

1997 1998 

Rent 
Repairs & m aint. 
Utilities 
Im provem ents to bldg 

Total 

NOTE 15 - YEAR 2000 CO NSIDERATIO N 

$ 1,400.00 
60.00 

1,012.98 
22.759.41 

3.522.22 25.232.39 

The C lerk of Court could be adversely affected if its com puter system s and other date- 
sensitive equipm ent do not properly process data from and after January 1,2000. The 
Clerk of Court should take steps designed to address the year 2000 issue. However, 
there are no assurances that these steps w ill be sufficient to avoid all adverse effects. 

NOTE 16 - SUBSEQ LIENT EVENTS 

There w ere no subsequent events that w ould m aterially im pact the accom panying 
financial statem ents. 

- 15- 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES 

16 - 



AG ENCY FU NDS 

ADVA NCE DEPO SIT FUND 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts 
for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the 
litigants after all costs have been paid. 

REG ISTRY O F CO URT FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts 
for funds that have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been 
rendered in court litigation. W ithdraw al of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the 
court. 



FAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
C LINTO N . LO U ISIANA 

CO M BINING BALANCE SHEET 
AG ENCY FU NDS 
JUN E 30. 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash & cash equivalents 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES & FUND EQ U 

Liabilities: 
D ue to other funds 
Unsettled deposits 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity 

TO TAL LIABILITIES & 
FUND EQUITY 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

Registry 
O f Court 
Fund Total 

$ 311,397.63 $ 1,019,846.83 $ 1,331,244.46 

311.397.63 1.019.846.83 1.331,244.46 

311 39 
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EAST FELIC IA NA PA RISH C LER K O F C O U RT 
CLINTO N. LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE O F CHANG ES IN UNSETTLED DEPO SITS 
A G ENCY FUNDS 

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

Registry 
O f Coud 

. 
Fund 

UNSETTLED D EPO SITS AT 
BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 260,657 $ 892,580 

ADDITIO NS 

Deposits: 
Judgm ents 
Interest earned 
Suits & successions 

Total Deposits 

REDUCTIO NS 

Clerk's costs (transferred to 
to General fund) 
Settlem ents to litigants 
Attorney, curator & 
notary fees 

Stenographer's fees 
Sheriff's fees 
O ther reductions 

Total Reductions 

U NSETTLED DEPO SITS AT 
END O F YEAR 

304.376 

95,520 
38.645 

Total 

$ 1,153,237 

95,520 
38,645 
304 376 

304.376 134,165 438,541 

172.670 

1,808 
5,055 

27,695 
59.215 

391 
6.507 

173,061 
6.507 

1,808 
5,055 

27,695 
59.215 

266 443 6 898 273 34 

298 590 1.019,847 1,318,437 
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EAST FELICIANA PARISH C LERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N, LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE O F REVENUES AND EXPENSES 
G OVERNM ENTAL FUNDS 

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 AND 1997 

Group insurance 
Retirem ent contributions 
Salary - deputies-regular 
Salary - clerk 
Salary - wages-other 
State com pensation 
Taxes - payroll 
Salary - deputies-overtime 
Election salary 

Total Personal Services and 
Related Benefits 

.Operatinq Serv ices 
Accounting 
Advertising 
Autom otive 
Auto repairs 
Book, pubtications 
Dues, m em berships 
Insurance - workm en's com p 
Insurance - E & O 
Insurance - other 
Other professional fees 
Rent - car 
Repairs & m aintenance 
Telephone 

Total Operating Services 

M ateriats & 
Data processing 
O ffice supplies 
Postage & box rent 
Printing 
Rent - com puter 
Rent - other equipm ent 
M iscellaneous expense 

Total M aterials & Supplies 

el & Other Charo.#s 
Convestions & sem inars 
Lodging & m eals 
Statutory expense 

Total Travel & Other Charges 

C.~ ital Outla~_ 
O ffice furniture & equipm ent 

20 

1998 

$ 25,105.28 
18,608.34 
129,324.15 
64,899.96 
2,534.23 
6,551.50 
1,322.26 
1.031.25 

1997 

$ 18,621.83 
18,044.32 
121,862.64 
56,322.00 
3,823.50 
6,460.00 
1,803.15 

.00 
O0 

7,241.25 
596.50 

1,105.81 
427.56 
885.53 

1,614.02 
1,665.02 
3,155.00 
2,110.35 
13,939.39 
5,658.80 
9.122.66 

5,912.00 
399.80 

1,195.25 
91.08 

606.37 
1,525.55 
389.31 

2,646.00 
2,159.29 

.00 
6,128.41 
9,475.90 

9 

55.78 4 

5,913.80 
11,954.68 
4,535.68 
1,637.26 

11,789.00 
3.536.93 
1.21 

6,500.52 
11,851.56 
3,528.85 
357.00 

11,520.00 
1,775.86 

40,584.42 37 

1,735.00 
3,392.14 
6 489.96 

965.00 
6,323.30 

2.27 



JO HN D. BUTLER & CO M PANY 
A PRO FESSIO NA| ACCO UNIlNG CO RPO RATIO N 

P. O. BOX 30 
BAKER, LO UISIANA 70704 0030 

ND EPEND ENT A U DITO R'S REPO RT O N INTERNAl 
CO NTRO L STRUCTURE BASED O N AN AUDIT O F G ENERA 

PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN 
CCO RDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARD 

Novem ber 18. 1998 

The Honorable Debbie D. Hudnall, 
East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court 
P. O . Box 595 
C linton. Louisiana 70722 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the East Feliciana Parish C lerk 
of Court, a com ponent unit of East Feliciana Parish, as of and for the years ended June 30, 
1998 and 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated Novem ber 18, 1998. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
G overnm ent A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about w hether the com ponent unit financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagem ent of the East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court, is responsible for establishing 
and m aintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estim ates and 
judgements by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs 
of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control 
structure are to provide m anagem ent w ith reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that 
assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and thai 
transactions are executed in accordance w ith m anagem ent's authorization and recorded 
properly to perm it the preparation of general purpose financial statem ents in accordance w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any internal 
control structure, errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless 
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East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court 
Novem ber 18, 1998 
page 2 

occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future 
periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes 
in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures 
m ay deteriorate. 

In planning and perform ing our audit of the general-purpose financial statem ents of the East 
Feliciana Parish C lerk of Court, for the years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997, w e obtained 
an understanding of the internal control structure. W ith respect to the internal control 
structure, w e obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures 
and w hether they have been placed in operation, and w e assessed control risk in order to 
determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general- 
purpose financial statem ents and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. 
Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

O ur consideration of the internal control structure w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters 
in the internal control structure that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards 
established by the A m erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A m aterial w eakness 
is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control structure 
elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors and irregularities in 
am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being 
audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al 
course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal 
control structure and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses as defined 
above. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent and the Legislative Auditor 
However, this report is a m atter of public record, and its distribution is not lim ited. 

John D. Butler & Com pany 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 
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JO H N D. BUTLER & CO M PANY 
A PRO FESSIO NAL ACCO UN]~NG CO RPO RAlIO N 

P. O. BOX 30 
BAKER, LO UISIANA 70704-0030 

504} 775-4982 

NDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE 

Novem ber 18. 1998 

A U DITING STA N DA RDS 

The Honorable Debbie D. Hudna 
East Feliciana Clerk of Court 
P. O . Box 595 
C linton. Louisiana 70722 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the East Feliciana 
Parish C lerk of C ourt, a com ponent unit of East Feliciana Parish, as of and for the 
years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated 
Novem ber 18. 1998. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards 
and G overnm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the 
United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform  the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance w ith laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to the East 
Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court, is the responsibility of the East Feliciana Parish 
Clerk of Court's m anagem ent. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about 
w hether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, 
we perform ed tests of the East Feliciana Parish C lerk of Court's com pliance w ith 

certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. However, the objective 
of our audit of the general purpose financial statem ents w as not to provide an 
opinion on overall com pliance w ith such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express 
such an opinion. 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required 
to be reported herein under G overnm ent A uditing Standards. 
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East Feliciana Parish Clerk of Court 
Novem ber 18, 1998 
page 2 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent and the Legislative 
Auditor. How ever, this report is a m atter of public record, and its distribution is not 
lim ited. 

m pany 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

- 24 - 



EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N. LO UISIANA 

SCHEDULE O F FINDING S AND Q UESTIO NED CO STS 
Y EA R EN DED JUN E 30. 1998 A ND 1997 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the East Feliciana Parish Clerk of 
Court as of and for the years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997, and have issued 
our report thereon dated Novem ber 18, 1998. W e conducted our audit in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. O ur audit of the 
financial statem ents as of June 30, 1998 and 1997, resulted in an unqualified 
opinion. 

Section I Sum m ary of A uditor's Reports 

A Report on Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financia 
Statem ents 

nternal Contro 

Com pliance 

A . Federal Aw ards 

N/A 

M aterial W eakness 
Reportable Condition 

Com pliance M aterial to F/S 

Section II Financial Statem ent Findings 

None Reported. 

Section III Federal Aw ard Findings and Questioned Costs 

N/A 
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Section I 

EAST FELICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
CLINTO N. LO UISIANA 

SUM MARY SCHEDULE O F PRIO R YEAR FINDINGS 
YEARS ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 AND 1997 

Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the 
Financial Statem ents 

None Reported. 

Section II Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

N/A 

Section III M anagem ent Letter 

None Reported. 
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Section I 

EAST FEI.ICIANA PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
C LINTO N . LO UISIA NA 

M ANAG EM ENT'S CO RRECTIVE ACTIO N PLAN 
Y EARS ENDED JU NE 30. 1998 A N D 1997 

None Repoded 

Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial 
Statem ents 

Section II Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

N/A 

Section III M anagem ent Letter 

None Reported. 
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