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Mcml~cr: American Institute oFCPAS S~cicly of I ,ouisiana CPAs 

W. Kathleen Beard Certified Public Accountant 210 East Main Street - P. O. Box 811 New Roads, Louisiana 70760 (504) 638-3111 
1NI)I~f'ENDENT AUDITOR'S RI~POR'I 

Mr, 1. G. Olinde, Clerk Poiale Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads. l~ouisiana 
I have audited the accompanying general purpose filmucial statemenls of tile I'oiule Coupee I'arish Clerk of Court as of Jtmc 30, 1998, and for the two years then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility ofthe Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk Court management. My rcspousibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on my audit. I comlucled my audit ia~ accordance with gcl~erally accepted auditing staadards. Tl}osc slamlm-ds require lha! I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, ol~ a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose finaacial statements. An audit also h/eludes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evalualion Ihe overall general purpose financial statement presentation. I believe llmt my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 
u my opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to in tile first paragraph i)resenl fi-firly, in all natcrial respccls, the financial position of the Pointe Coupee l'arish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1998, and he results of its operaOous for the two years then elided in conformily with generally accepted accounting /riuciplcs. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also issued a repot| dated I)ecember 23, 1998 on my consideration of l'ointc Coupce l'arish Clerk of Court's internal control and on it's compliance with laws and regulations. 
My audit was made for tile purpose of forming an opinion on the fiuancial statements takcu as a whole. 'l'l~e accompanying financial information listed as "Schedules" in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis aml is not a required part of the financial slatements takell as a whole. Such iaformation has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements, and in my opinion, is fairly slated in all material respects in relation to such statements taken as a whole. 
W. Kathleen Beard Certified I'tJblic Accounlau/ I)cccmber 23, 1998 



General Purpose Financial Statements 



 
Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Combined Balance Sheet All Fund Types and Account Groups June 30, 1998 (With Comparative Totals for June 30, 1997) 

ASSETS Cash Accounts receivable Due from Advance Deposit Fund Office equipment Vehicles Security deposit Amount to be provided for retirement of capital lease TOTALASSETS 
LIABILI-flES AND FUND EQU]TY Liabilities: Accounls payable Payroll tax liabilities Accrued salaries payable Capital lease payable Due 10 General Fund Due to Pointe Coupee Parish Unsettled Deposits Total Liabilities 

Govemmenta Eunds General FurLd 
$658,829 4,685 150,965 0 0 500 

Fiduciary Eu~s Agency 

Statement A 

Account Gfouos General ._ Totals Memorandum Only ~Fjxed Assets 1998 1997 
$0 0 0 114,747 15,918 0 
$1,894,608 4,685 150,965 114,747 15,918 500 
$2,260,583 21,650 157,612 109,186 15,918 500 

2,292 O O 2,292 3,436 
$817,272 $1,235,779 $130,665 $2,183,715 $2,568,885 ===~===== =====~== ~======== =~======= ========= 
$3,577 $0 $0 $3,577 $9,773 4,031 4,031 0 10,528 0 0 10,528 9,435 2,292 0 0 2,292 3,436 O 150,965 0 150,965 157,612 182,542 O 0 182,542 182,542 0 1,984,614 1,084,814 1,680,579 
202.970 1,235,779 0 1,438,748 2,043,377 

Fund Equity: Investmenf in General Fixed Assets 0 0 130,665 130,665 125,104 Fund balances- unreserved/undesignate 614,301 0 0 614,301 400,404 
Total Fund Equity 614,301 0 130,665 744,966 525,508 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUIT $817,272 $1,235,779 $130,665 $2,183,715 $2,568,885 ========= ========= ~======== ========= =====~=== The accompanying notes are an integral pad of these financial statements. 



 
Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Statements of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Governmental Funds - General Fund Years ended June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1997 _1998 

Revenues Fees, charges an(;I commissions for se~ices Recordings Cancellations Mortgage certificates Marriage licenses Certified copies Civil suits Court attendance Criminal costs Xeroxing Candidate's qualifying fees Clerks' compensation fund Use of money and property - interest earned Miscellaneous: Miscellaneous revenues Total Revenues 
(Continued) 

the accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 

$191,146 5,562 10,293 1,797 17,682 369,834 2,760 7,170 84,696 0 11,325 10.172 

Statemenl B 
1997 
$251,533 6,181 12,558 2,194 15,911 161,081 2,480 9,619 131,013 563 11,550 7.345 67 0 

712.503 612.026 



 
Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Statements of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Governmental Funds - General Fund Years ended June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1997 1998 

Expenditures General government: Current - Salaries - Clerk Clerk's allowances Salaries - Depuly clerks Wages of extra help Payroll taxes Employer's group insurance Employer's relirement expense ledexieg Microfilm expense Binders Book binding and repairs Insurance & bond Auto rent Auto expense Machine rent Equipment maintenance Telephone Oflice expense - supplies and postage Rent - storage Association dues Professional fees Travel and conventions Clerks' compensation fund Challel rnodgage filings Candidate qualifying fees Miscellaneous Capilal outlays Debt service - Principal Interest Maintenance & supplies 
Total Expenditures Excess Revenues over (under) Expenditures 

64,825 8,612 233,392 15,925 1,011 42,986 28,895 17,758 6,445 2,922 2,552 8,254 5,748 736 6,571 2,872 2,774 14,292 6OO 1,487 4,288 2,104 7,523 8,127 9O 51 5.561 
1,144 219 84O 
498,605 213.898 

Statement B 
1997 
54,523 7,552 222,936 13,875 489 45,373 27,020 16,802 10,990 0 9,825 7,315 5,731 958 5,588 2,559 3,329 19,043 6OO 1,341 9,271 1,511 6,610 6,780 0 123 ~,151 
614 18D 49O 
489,579 
122.448 



 
Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Statements of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Governmental Funds - General Fund Years ended June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1997 ~1998 Other Financing Sources (Uses) Capital Lease 

Excess Revenues and other financing sources over (under) Expendilures and other financing (uses) 
Fund Balance+ Beginning Fund Balance, Eroding 

Statenrent B 
1997 
O 4.050 
213.898 126.498 
400,404 
$614,301 ======== 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 

273,906 
$400,404 



 
Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Statements of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Budget and Actual - Cash Basis - General Fund Years ended June 30. 1998 and June 30, 1997 

Revenues Recordings Cancellations Modgage cedificates Marriage licenses Certified copies Civil fees Court attendance Criminal fees Xeroxing Candida~.e qualifying fees Interest earned Clerks' compensation fund Miscellaneous revenues 
Total Revenues Expenditures Current - Salaries and related benefits Group insurance and retirement contributions Recording costs Insurance Equipment rental and lease payments Office supplies and expense All others Capital outlays Debt service Total Expenditures 
Excess Revenues over(under) Expenditures 
Fund Balance, Beginning 
Fund Balance, Ending 
The accompanying notes are aT] 

__ _~ea~~~ded June 30. 1998 
Revised Annua Bu~Lget 190,000 6,000 9,000 3,500 18,000 350,060 3,000 7,000 90,000 0 10,000 11,325 5O0 
698.325 
330,725 75,000 39,500 12,600 9,500 22,160 21,100 10,000 4.000 
524,525 
173.800 

Variance Favorable ~cluB! (Unfavorable) $198,307 5,522 10,198 3,875 17,950 376,481 2,856 7,245 94,195 o lO,172 11,325 67 
738.193 
321,661 71,882 34,346 8,145 lO,010 20,418 29,864 5,443 3.837 
505,605 
232.588 

$8,307 (479) 1,198 375 (51) 26,481 (144) 245 4,195 0 172 0 (433) 
39.868 
9,064 3,118 5,t54 4,455 (510) 1,682 (8,764) ~ 4,557 163 
18,926 
58.788 

468.000 468.701 701 
$641,800 $701,288 $59,488 ========== ====~===== ========== ntegralpad ofthesefinancialstatements. 6 



~l~emcntC 

_ Year ~nded ,J~m~ 3~.J 9~_ ._ 
Revised Annual ~udge| Lkctua 270,000 7,000 12,000 4,000 18,060 200,000 3,000 10,090 130,090 0 7,500 0 50O 

$272,503 6,186 12,483 4,005 17,448 196,749 2,424 9,563 127,910 563 7,345 11,550 0 

Variance Favorable (U~dayo~able) $2,5O3 (814) 483 5 (552) (3,251) (576) (438) (2,090) 563 (155) 11,550 (500) 
662,000 668.728 6.728 
289,622 72,000 38,000 8,300 o 32,400 28,650 6,ooo 1.300 

289.451 72,393 33,299 7,076 o 31,715 34,585 4,1Ol 1.313 

171 (393) 4,7Ol 1,224 o 685 (5,935) 1,899 (13) 476,272 473,933 2,339 
185,728 194.795 9.067 
208,287 
$394,015 ==~==:==== 

273,906 
$468,701 

65,619 
$74,686 :==:===~== 



Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statemenls Juuc 30. 1998 
As provided by Article V, Section 28 of tile l.ouisiana Constitution of 1974, lhc clerk of court serves as tile cx-officio notary public; the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has ofl~er duties and powers provided by law. The clerk of court is elected for a four-year term. I. Sulmnary nf Significant Accounting Policies 
A. Basis of I'resenlalion 
The accompanying financial statemcnts of tile l'ointe Coupee l'arish Clerk of ('.purl have been prepared in conformiIy with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAI') as applied to governmental flmds. The Governmental Accounting Standards P, oard (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles In June of 1996, the GASB issued a codification of governmental accounting and fiJmncial reporting standards. This codification is recognized as generally accepting accounting prfi~ciples, for slate and local governments. L Reporting Entity 
As tile governing aulhority of tile parish, for reporting purposes, the l'oin(e Coupee I'arish I'olicc Jury is lhe financial reporting entity for Pointe Coupee Parish. The financial rcporling entily consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary govermncllt is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such thai exclusion would cause tile reporting eutity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for dclcrmining which component units should be considered part of the Pointe Coupec Parish Policc Jury lor finaueial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential cotuponet~t unit withiu the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be cousidercd in determining financial accountability. Tiffs criteria includes: 1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and (a) the abilily of Ihc police jury to impose its will on that organization, and/or (b) the potential for the organizatio~ to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on Ihe police jury 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but arc fiscally depcudcnl on the police jury. 



Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements June 30, 1998 
Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 11. Reporting F.ntity (Continued) 
3. Organizalions for which the reportillg entity financial statements would bc misleading ! the organizatio~ is not iucluded because of the nature or siguifica~ce of the rclad(mshiI Because the police jury does not finance any of the activities of the clerk of court, alfllough allowcd to do so by l.ouisiana law, the clerk of court is financially independent of tile parish l)olice jury and, therefore, was determined not to be a componeJ)! mill of lhc I'oinle (:oupee I'arisl I'olicc Jury. The accompanying financial statements present information only on Ihe funds maintained by the clerk of court. As an independently-elected parish oflicial, the clerk of court is solely responsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring and retenliol) of en~ployccs, authority over budgetil~g, responsibility for deficits, aud the receipt aud disbursement of funds. C. Fund Accounting The clerk of court uses fuuds and accouter groups to report oll its fil~ancial position al~(~ the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid finaucial management by segregating transactions relating to certain govermnent functions or aelivitics. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accotmls. On Ihe olhcr haml. an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability lor certain assels and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affcc! net expendable available financial resources. Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two categories: governmeuta fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds are described as follows: General ]:ul~d - 
The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the priucil)al fired of the clerk of court and accounts for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the clerk's office arc accounted for in this fund. General operaliol~ expendilurcs are l:,aid from this fund. 



Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, 1.ouisiana Notes to tl~e Financial Statemenls June 30, 1998 
I. Smmnary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) C, Fund Accounting (Continued) 
Agency Funds - The Adval~ee Deposit and Registry of Court Fuuds aecouut for assets held as au agent for others. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do nol involve measurement of results of operations. 
1). Basis of Accounting Basis of accounling refers to when revenues and expenditures arc recognized in the accotmts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the linling of the measurc]uenls made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental fimds are accotmtcd for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The accompanying general purpose financial statements have beeu prepared on the modified accrual basis of accouuting. The govermnental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues are recognized when they are earned; they include fees for recording, cancellations, mortgage ccrlificates, certified copies, photo copies, and clerks costs associated with civil suits Expenditures arc reported using the modified accrual basis of accoumit~g whereby they are reeognizcd in the accounting period in which the fund liability is incurred, if measurable and inehtdc salarics, office supplies, capital outlays and other operating expenditures. 
E. Budget Practices The budgets for the 1997-98 and 1996-97 fiscal years were made available for public inspection a lhe clerk's office on week days, prior to the budget hearing which was held at lhe clerk's office o June 27, 1997 and June 28, 1996, respectively. The proposed budget was preparcd on the cash basis of accounting, was published in the official jounml 7 days before the public hearing. The budget is legally adopted and amended, as necessary, by the clerk. All appropriations lapse at year end. 



l'ointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements JUlle 30, t998 SummalT of Significant Accounti,g Policies (Contimled) |~. |~nculllbrallees 
Fncumbrance accounting is not employed by the Clerk G. Cash and Cash Equivalents and Investments 
(?ash illeludes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money marke aecounls~, Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and I]lose investments with origina maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the clerk of court may deposit funds in dcmaud deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts or lime deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in I.ouisiana. 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased and the related assets arc capitalized in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided hy the paris police jury arc recorded with the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at hislorical cost. Interest has nol 
Compensated Absences 
The clerk of court has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave 
All full-time employees earn ten days of vacation each year after one year of contilmous service which noncumulative. Employees are not compensated for unuscd accrued vacation lime upon termination of employment. 
All full time employees earn ten days of sick leave each year, also non-cumulative are not compensated for accrued sick leave upon termination of employment. 
3. Total (?olumns on Statements 
TolaI cohmms ol~ the slatemen'ts are captioned Memoraudum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis, Data in these columns do not present finaacia position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles Neidler is such data comparab(e to a consolidation. 



2. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

l'oinle Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements June 30, 1998 

At Jtmc 30, 1998, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balal~ces) totaling $ 1,894,608 as follows: Interest-bearing demand deposits Money lllal-ke| accouuls Time dcposils (90 (lays) $ 1,163,943 705,665 25.000 $1,894,608 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximate Inarket. Lh~der state law, these dcposi~s, or resulting bauk balauces, must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owllcd by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must al all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities arc held in Ihe nalne of tile pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial I)ank that is mutually acccplablc to both parlies. At June 30, 1998 tile clerk has $1,924,240 in deposits (bank balances). These dcposils arc scoured from risk by $553,499 of federal deposit insurance and $1,206,370 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Of the bank balal~ces, $164,371 was not secured by deposit collateral or federal deposit insurance. AI Juue 30, 1998 tile clerk holds no investments 



l'ointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements June 30, 1998 
3. Changes ill General Fixed Assets 
A smmnary of changes in general fixed assets tbllows l:l~|lal|~C 7/!/')6 Additiot~z I)c!cliouz Office I~quipmcnl $ 101,035 Vehicles 15,918 $ 116,953 

7/!197 ()fl~ce I~quipnlcnl $ 109,18;6 Vehicles 15,918 $ 125,104 
4. Pellsion Plal| 

$ 8,151 0 $ 8,15 
AdditioJlZ $ 5,561 t1 $ 5.561 

$ o o 
Delcli0n~s $ 0 0 $ 0 

l]ill~ince _ 6/3(I/')7 $1(19,186 15,918 $125,104 
Balance _ 6/30/')8 $ 114,747 15,918 $ 130,665 

Plan I)escriplion Subslantially all employees of the Pointc Coupcc l'arish Clerk of Court are members of the I,ouisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a multiple-enq~loyer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. All regular employees who arc under the age of 60 at the time of original employmenl arc required Io participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of crcdi|cd service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year credited service, not to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with al least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive Ihe benefil accrued to their dale of tcrmiuation. The System also provides death and disability benefits. P.eucfils are established by slalc statute. 



4. Pension Plan (Coniinued) 
Poiute Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statemenls June 30, 1998 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial staleuleuls and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the I.ouisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite P,I, }~all.lll Rougc, I.ouisiana 7(1816, or by calling (504)293-1162. Funding Policy Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percenl of Iheir anmml covered salary and the I'oinle Coupee Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute al an acluarially determined rate. The current rate is 10.00 percent of annual covered payroll. Contribulions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Pointe Coupee l'arish Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by R.S. 1 I: 103, tile employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on tile results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk tff Court's contributions 1o the System for the years ending June 30, 1998, 1997 and 1996 wcrc $28,895 $27,020, and $24,400, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
5, Other Post Employment Benefits 
The clerk of court provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for retired employees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees become eligible for the benefits if they rcach normal retirement age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are pakl jointly by the employee and by tile clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the cost o providing these benefits (the clerk's portion of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly prcmiums are duc, which for 1998 and 1997 was $ 3,684 and $4,311, respcctivcly. 
6. Compclisated Absences 
At June 30, 1998, no liability for compensated absences has been recorded since unused leave is noucunlulatJve. 



7. I x.ascs 

l'oinle Coupee t'arish Clerk of Cour New Roads, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statemcnls June 30, 1998 
The clerk of court records items under capital leases as an asset a~xd a~ obliga',k)n iu ',he accompanyi~g financial statements. The following is a schedule of fiiture minimum lease payments trader Cal)ita~ leases, Iogedlcr with present value of net minimum lease payments as of June 30, 1998; 
Fiscal Year 199g-99 i999-2000 ExluiNn~a $ 1,256 945 $ 2,201 

l'he clerk of tour[ also has opera[ing leases of tile following nature 
On July 3, 1996, Ihc clerk erected into an agreement to lease an automobile which calls for monthly paymcnls of $477.13 for a term of 4 years. The lease may be terminated at any lilne, however, eally termination may result in addilional charges. A purchase option is available a[ the scheduled Icase end, Ihe option price is $10,274, plus official fees. The clerk does nol intend to exercise this option. rile ivliuilllulll P, illlt.lal colvd/'~it|/leedg ullder not'tcatlcelable operating leases arc as follows 
Fiscal ycar 1998-99 1999-2000 Yehicles $ 5,726 5,726 



l'oinle Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Noles to the Financial Slalemenls Jtule 30. 1998 
8. Changes in Agency Fund Balances 

Unsctllcd I)cposi(s 7/I/96 Additiolks l~cdug:lioD~ AgcllCy I;llnds: Advance l)cposil $ 47~.5t~g Regisll)' of ('OUH 1,197.755 $ 1.676.263 
$ 694,387 97,204 $ 791,591 -- ~-: 

$ 531,858 97,806 $ 629.664 
[Jllsellled I)eposils 7/!/9~7 AddJtiQlt~ ltcd~tionz Agency hllidS: Advance Dcposil $ 641,(137 I~.cl;isll)' of Coull 1.197,153 $ 1,281,241 67,639 $ 1.348.881 

$ 1,303,359 647.934 

[Jl|scUlcd l)cposils 6130197 
$ 641J)37 1,197.153 $ 1.838.19( 
Unselllcd l)cposils 6/30/98 
$ 618.920 616.859 $ 1.235,779 

At June 3[.), 1998, Illere is no pending litigation against the clerk of cour 
10. l,;xl)endihwes of the Clerk of Court Paid by Ihe Parish Police Jury I.ouisiana R.S. 13:784 provides that upon request of the Clerk, the police jury shall provide him with all necessary office filrniture, equipment, and records and books. During 1he current year and the preceding four years, the Clerk has not requested that the police jury purchase any office furniture, equipmcul, and records and books for his office. All necessary office expenses purchased (hJrin,~ Ihis time, and during the years ending June 30, 1998 a~d June 30, 1997 were paid by the Clerk's Salary Ftm(I. 



1 I. Excess |qmd Balance 
l'ointe Coupee l'arish Clerk of Cour New Roads, Louisiana Notes to tile Financial Statements Jtme 30, 1998 

l.ouisiana P, evised Statute 13:785 requires Illat every four years (at tile close of the term of office) 01e clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's ftmd balauce thin exceeds one-half of the revcuues of the clerk's last year of his term of office. At Junc 3(L 1996, $87,741 was due the parish treasurer for tile amount that the General Fund's fired balance exceeded one-half tff tile revenues of the clerk's last year of his four-year term of office. Addilioually, $')4,801 is due for disposition of the General Fund's fund balance at June 30, 1992. As of June 30, 1998, neither amounts had been paid, consequently an obligation of $182,542 has been reporled in these financial staleulenls. 



Supplemental Information 



 
W. Kathleen Beard Certified Public Accountant 210 East Main St. - P. O. Box 811 New Roads, Louisiana 70760 (504) 638-3111 

I,IH'()I~,T ON COMI'IJANCI': AND ON INTERNAI~ CONTROl. OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASEl) ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS I'F.I~,FOI,IMEB 1N ACCOI~,I)ANCF. WIT GOVERNMENT A UDI'IlNG SIANDARDS 
Mr. I. G. Olinde l'oin/e Coupec l'arish Clerk of Court New Roads, l,ouisiana I have audited the general purpose financial statements of tile t'ointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court, as of and for thc Iwo years ended June 30, 1998, and have issued my report thereon dated l)cccmbcr 23, 1998 I have eouduetcd my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and the s~audards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the (k, nplrollcr (;cucral of lhe United States. Compliance 
As parl of obtailfing reasonable assurance about whether the Pointc Coupcc I'arish Clerk of ('.ourl's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of its compliance wilh cerlain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could havc a direcl and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts, llowevcr, providing all opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audil and, accordingly, 1 do nol express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed instances of noncompliance thai are rcquircd Io be reported under Goverttmetll Auditing Standards which are described in (lie accompanying sc, hcdulc of findings as items 1998-1 and 1998-2. Internal Cout[ol f,)~ct Uinanciat Repotting In planuiug aud performitlg my audit, I considered the l'ointe Coupce Parish Clerk of Court's iutcrual control over fina~lcial reporting in order to deternline lily auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the iulerual conlrol over financial reporting, llowever, I noted certain matters involving the inlcrnal contro over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions iIwolve mailers comiug to my attention relating to significant deficiencies ill the design or operatiol~ of the internal control over financial reporting that, in my judgmcnt, could adversely affccl I'oimc Coupce l'arish Clerk of Court's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consisteul with the asscrlions of management in tim general purpose financial statements. Reportable 



conditions are described in the accompanying schedule of findings as items 13-1. A material weakness is a c(mditiou in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal conlrol components does not reduce to a relatively low level tile risk that misstatements ill amounts lhat would bc material in relation Io tile general I)tnpose financial stalculellls being audited may occur and nol bc detected within a lilncly period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. My consideration of the inlcrual control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matlcrs ill tile internal control over financial reporting that might be reportable conditions, and, accordingly, woukl not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weakncsscs. I lowevcr, the rcporlable conditions described above, 1 consider item 1998-3 to be malcrial weaknesses. This report is intended fi~r the inf'ormation of tile l'ointe Coupee I'arish Clerk of Court and tile Stale of I,ouisiaua. llowevcr, this report is a matter of public record and its dislribulion is not limited. 
W. Kalhlccn Beard Certified Public Accounlan I)cccmbcr 23, 1998 



 
l'ointc Coupee Parish Clerk of Court Ncw Roads, Louisiana SUPI'LEMI]NTAI. INFOP, MATION SCIlF.DUI.I".S For the years ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1997 
FIDUCIARY FUNI)S - AGENCY FUNDS AI)VANCF. I)H'OSrl~ I~LJNI)S 

The Advance I)cposit Fund, as provided by Ix~uisiana Revised Stalule 13:842, accounts lot adv~mcc deposits on suils filed by liliganls. The advances are refundable to the litiganls after all costs have bec paid. 
RF, GISTRY OF COURT FUND 
The Regis',ry of Court Fund, as provided by l.ouisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounls lk~r fu~ds tha have bccn ordered by the courl to bc held until judgment has been rendercd in court litigatioll. Withdrawal of tile fitnds cau be made otdy upon order of the court. 



Cash 
TOTALASSETS 

ASSETS 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Coud New Roads, Louisiana Combining Balance Sheet Fiduciary Fund Types - Agency Funds June 30, 1998 (With Comparative Totals For June 30, 1997) 

LIABILITIES 
Due Io General Fund Unsellled Deposils 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 

Advance Deposit Eun~ 
Registry o1 Coud Fund Totals 1998 

Schedule 1 

Tolals 1997 
$618,920 $616,859 $1,235,779 $1,838,190 
$618,920 $616,859 $1,235,779 $1,838,190 ======~== ========= ========= ========= 
$150,965 467,955 
$618,920 ========= 

$0 616,859 
$616,859 ~=~~~~~=~ 

$150,965 1,084,814 
$1,235,779 ========= 

$157,612 1,680,578 
$1,838,190 ======~== 



 
Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Schedules of Changes in Unsettled Deposits Fiduciary Fund Types - Agency Funds For the years ending June 30, 1998 and June 30, 1997 
_ Xear e[id_in~g June 3~ 19~8_ Advance Registry of Deposit Court Eund Eund ~[ota 

S(:hedule 2 

Year ending Jnne 30, 1997 Advance Registry of Deposit Coud Fund Fund Iota 
Unsettled Deposits, Beginning of Year $641,037 $1,197,153 $1,838,190 $478,508 $1,197,755 $1,676,263 
Addilions: Suits and Successions COIICUfSUS Bonds Clerks fees Inlerest earned Transfers in - Registry of Court 
Total Additions Reductions: Appeal fees Cle~ k's fees Coud repo~ler fees Filing fees Filing fees - 18th Judicial Jury commission Jury costs Local sheriffs' costs Other sheriffs' costs Refunds Representative fees Transcription fees Wilness fees Miscellaneous Transfers oul - Registry of Court Settlements Io litigants 
Total Reductions 
Unsettled Deposits, End of Year 

528,080 0 528,080 423,t14 0 423,114 10,000 3,300 13,300 245,951 56,426 302,377 O O O 3,000 0 3,000 0 O 0 0 0 0 27,562 28,715 56,276 22,323 40,778 63,100 715,599 35,624 751,224 0 0 0 
1,281,241 67,639 1,348,881 694,387 97,204 791,591 
1,733 0 1,733 1,265 0 1,265 376,128 O 376,128 196,216 0 196,216 5,409 0 5,409 10,041 0 10,041 15,243 0 15,243 13,911 O 13,911 11,796 0 11,796 11,715 0 11,715 10,449 0 10,449 3,597 0 3,597 5,686 0 5,686 600 0 600 45,260 O 45,260 31,634 0 31,634 26,509 0 26,509 21,387 0 21,387 55,346 0 55,346 51,735 0 51,735 1,354 O 1,354 1,013 0 1,013 733 0 733 314 0 314 2,918 0 2,918 375 0 375 5,383 0 5,383 10 18 28 35,624 647,934 683,558 188,046 97,788 285,834 703,788 O 703,788 0 O 0 
1,303,359 647,934 1,951,292 531,858 97,806 629,664 
$618,920 $616,859 $1,235,779 $641,037 $1,197,153 $1,838,190 :~:::::: :==:::=: ::~=:=:: ::==:=:: =::=:=:: ::.::=::= 
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Pointc Coupee l:'arish Clerk of Court New Roads, Louisiana Schedule of Findings For tile two years ending June 30, 1998 Schedule 3 1 have audited Ihe financial slatements of tile Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court as of and for file two years ended June 30, 1998, and have issued my report thereon dated l)ecember 23, 1998. I condueled my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and tile standards applicable Io financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by tile Comptroller General of the United Stales. My audit of the financial statements as of June 30, 1998 resulted in an unqualified opinion. Seclion I. Smnmary of Auditor's Reports 

a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance Material to tile Financial Statemcnls iternal Control - ,~ 'v Material Weaknesses Yes No Reportable Conditions _ .V/~Yes_ _ N( Compliance - / Coml~liance Material to Financial Statements V"Yes No 
Section II. Fi,lancial Statement Findings 
998-1 Finding: Louisiana RS 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of terln of office) the clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer tile portion of tile General l:und's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of tile clerk's last term Of office. At June 30, 1992, tile amount due tile parish treasurer for disposition of the Clerk's Salary Fund was $94,801, as of June 30, 1996 this amount had not been paid. An additional $87,741 was due tile parish treasurer, for disposition of the Clerk's Salary Fund al June 30, 1996 bringing the total due to $182,542, which, as of June 30, 1998, had not been paid. Rccommclldatiolt: Because tile clerk has ,lot requested financial assistance from tl~e police jury provided for by Louisiana RS 13:784 since 1988, and duc to lack of'interest by the police jury in collecting tile amount owed for disposition of the Clerk's Salary Fund, it is my recommendation that tile clerk and parish officials work out a settlement tllat is mutually agreeable and, if forgiveness, or reduction of ll~e amount owed is decided upon, that action be evidenced by approval by parish officials i~ official meeting of the parish police jury. 
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l:'oinle Coupee t'arish Clerk of Cour! New Roads, l~ouisiana Schedule of Findings For the two years ending June 30, 1998 

Section 11. Financiul Slatemen| Findings (Continued) Schedule 3 (Contiuuctl) 
Managelncnl!s Response: The Clerk did not pay tile l'olice Jury of the Parish of I'oinlc Coupee the above mentioned surpluses because the Police Jury was nol paying any of Ihc mandatory expenses and mandatory capital outlays of his office since 1985, and Ihc CIc~k's position has been lhal the amounts of said surpluses were less Ihau the aulotultS due the Clerk's office for each of the four (4) yeas in question, 1988 92 and 1992-96. I lowcvcr, tile Clerk is willing to meet and discuss this matter with tile I'olicc Jury to reach a fair and equitable setllemenl in this matlcr, so it can be resolved al tile end of Ihc preselll tcrtn of office, which is June 30, 2000. And, also to agree upon and establish a policy of financial responsibility between the Clerk and Police Jury for future years to eliminate this problem in tile future. 998-2 l!inding: Adequate deposit collateral was not mainlaincd in accordance with I,~S 39:122 at one of tile three financial institutions used by the Clerk. l~,ccouuncndatiou: All local depositing authorities must secure adcquale deposit collatera Io secured deposils in accordance with state law, if this cannot be guaranteed, deposils in excess of federal depository insurance should be moved 1o anolhcr inslilulion. 
Managemcnt!s llcsponse: The financial ins!!rut!oil in question has increased Ihc alnotlt~l of securities plcdged as collateral to an amount sufficien! 1o cover the clerk's deposits. Additionally, the clerk has notified all financial instilutious in wriling that in the fulurc, deposit collateral must be reviewed for adequacy every three mouths and the clerk's office must be notified in wriling of tile amount and nature of securities pledged as deposil collaleral. 

1998-3 FiudiLtg: No policies and procedures exist to monitor deposit collaleral pledged by financial iuslitutious for compliance with requiremenls of RS 39:1221. Rccomlncadatioll; All local depositing authorities must secure adequate deposil collalcra to secured dcposils in accordance with stale law, further they Inusl review adequacy of pledged securilies on a ongoing basis through out the year. If this cannot be guaranteed, deposits in excess of federal depository insurance should be moved to another institution. Managemcnt's Response: The clerk has uotified all financial instiluIions iu writing Ihal in the future, deposit collateral must be reviewed for adequacy every three mouths and the clerk's office must be notified in writing of the amount and nature of seeurilics pledged as deposil collateral. 



 
Poinle Coupee Parish Clerk of Cour! New Roads, [,ouisiana Schedule of Prior Year |~indings Fo] the Two Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Seclion 1. Inlemal Control and Compliance Material to the Financial Statcments 
996 - I At June 30, 1992, the amount due to the parish treasurer for disposition of the clclk's salaly fund of $94,801 remained unpaid as of June 30, 1996. It was recommcndcd that al~plOt~lialc aclion be laken 1o resolve the mailer. The mailer remains unresolved as of June 30, 19()g and is addJ cssed in cun-ent year findings. 
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