
OrrlCtAL '~ FILE COPY 
~opies f,or/~ lhfs hopy ancI [~[ t.,( r LRACK h, till) 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA 
Annual Financial Report 
December 31, 1997 

Under provisions of state law, this report is a public document A copy of the report has been submit- ted to the ~udited, er reviewed, entity and other appropriate public officials. The repo;t is avai!able for public inspection at the [~aton Rouse office of the Legislative AuOi- %or and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish qlerk ,of court. Release [)ate ~.,'~.//~4:~7 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Combined Balance All Fund Types Sheet - and Account Groups 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance-Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual-Governmental Fund Type 
Notes to Financial Statements 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION Asset Forfeiture Agency Fund - Schedule of Changes in Deposits Held for Future Disposition 
COMPLIANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL SECTION 

1-2 

4 
5-11 

14 
Report on Compliance and on Internal Control over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 16-18 



DOUGLAS L UEEE, CPA (1926- 1988) JAMES L. B~ CPA I'4. PAUL ARCENE, AUX, CPA pATRICK J. BOWES, CPA 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR" S REPORT Paul D. Connick, Jr. District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District State of Louisiana 

MEMBERS .AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOI/N'rAN~ 8OCIETY OF IO~ CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN~ 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District as of December 31, 1997, and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District, at December 31, 1997, and the results of operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
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UZEE, BUTLER, ARCENEAUX ~ BOWES 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 30, 1998 on our consideration of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The schedule listed as supplemental information in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

Harvey, Louisiana June 30, 1998 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA COMBINED BALANCE SHEET ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS December 31, 1997 

Cash and cash equivalents Investments Receivables: Due from agency fund Commissions on fines and bond forfeitures Title IV-D incentives Court costs Accrued interest Property and equipment TOTAL ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS T~ITT,TTT~,q . EOtTTTY Liabilities: Accounts payable Due to other governments Due to General Fund Deposits held for future disposition TOTAL LIABILITIES Equity and Other Credits Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance TOTAL EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS 

Governmental Fiduciary Fund Fund TYPe TYP~ General Agency Fund Fund 
$1,293,318 3,077,465 $ 402,435 173,023 498,554 -0 71,752 10,453 68,857 22,037 -0- 

Account Group General Total Fixed (Memorandum Asset~_~ Qnly) __ 
-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- 878,82~ 

$1,695,753 3,250,488 498. 554 71,752 10,453 68,857 22,037 ~78,82~ 
$5,042,436 $ 575.458 $= 878.828 $6~44~6j 722 
$ 67,845 15,508 -0- -0- 83.353 
-0- 4. 959~ 

$ -0- -0- 498,554 76.904 575.458 
-0- 

-0- $ 67,845 -0- 15,508 -0- 498.554 -0~ -- 75, 9~ _ -0- _~58,8Zl 
878,828 -Q~ 878,828 ~59,083 

4.959,~ -Q- 878.828 2837.91! 
$~ 878.8~ $_~496,72__2 

See accompanying notes to financial statements -3- 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FDIN-D BAIJiNCE-BUDGET (GAAP) ~ ACTUAL-GOVERNMENTAJ~ FUND TYPE For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 

REVENUES Intergovernmental revenues: On behalf payments for salaries and fringe benefits made by Jefferson Parish and State of Louisiana Louisiana Department of Social Services Title IV-D incentives grant Charges for services: Court costs Fines and forfeitures Bond fees Worthless check fees Commissions on asset forfeitures Diversion fees Interest earnings Miscellaneous income TOTAL REVENUES EXPENDITURES Current: Personnel and related benefits Operating services Travel and training Professional fees Repairs and maintenance Capital outlays Intergovernmental expenditures TOTAL EXPENDITURES EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FDTrD BALAIqCE - BEGINNING OF yEAR FUND BALANCE - END OF YEAR 

~enera ] FIlnd Variance - Favorable _Actual Budget (Unfavorable) 

$5,592,966 282,862 569,282 441,956 193,367 212,509 74,701 19,428 352,202 18.302 $2,757,575 $L760.000 $5,997,575 
4,930,509 706,845 25,453 25,498 3,057 438,733 2.087.500 9.217,595 _ 241.000 7,976.595 (460,020) 1,519,000 (1,979,020 
5.419.103 $~,959.083 ~.281.000 3.138.103 $2L, 800 . 000 $i. 159. 083 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 4- 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS December 31, 1997 NOTE I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The significant accounting policies of the Office of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District are as follows. 
As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District has charge of every criminal prosecution by the State in his district, is the representative of the State before the grand jury in his district, is the representative of the State before the grand jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. The District Attorney performs other duties as provided by law. The District Attorney is elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. The Twenty-Fourth Judicial District encompasses the entire Parish of Jefferson. GASB Statement 14 established criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and components that should be included within the reporting entity. For financial reporting purposes, in conformity with GASB Statement 14, the financial statements of the District Attorney include all funds and account groups that are within his oversight responsibility. 
For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Statement 14, the District Attorney is a part of the district court system of the State of Louisiana. However, the state statutes that created the District Attorney also gives the District Attorney control over all of its operations. This includes the hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. The District Attorney is financially independent and operates autonomously from the State of Louisiana and independently from the district court system. Accordingly, the District Attorney is an independent reporting entity. Basis of Presentation The accompanying financial statements of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District (the District Attorney) have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS December 31, 1997 NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - continued Fnnd Accountina The accounts of the District Attorney are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is a separate entity with its own self-balancing accounts that comprise its financial position and results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. Account groups are financial reporting devices designed to provide accounting control and accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable financial resources. 
The District Attorney's funds have been classified into two categories, governmental and fiduciary, as fellows: Governmental Fund TVlme ~neral Fund The General Fund of the District Attorney is used to account for all financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. All general revenues and other receipts and operating and capital expenditures are paid from the General Fund. Fiduciary Fund TVl3e A~encv Fund {Asset Fo~fe~tnre The District Attorney's Asset Forfeiture Agency Fund is used to account for assets seized in narcotics cases in which the District Attorney has received the seized assets, pending the final disposition of the case. The assets may ultimately be returned to the defendant from whom they were seized, transferred to another agency, or divided among the District Attorney, the Parish of Jefferson as custodian of judicial funds, and the seizing agency. In the latter instance, the District Attorney is responsible for allocating the assets to the respective agencies net of the expenses incurred in handling the assets. 
Account Group 
This group accounts for all fixed assets (property and equipment) used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) of the District Attorney. 6- 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO FIN/dNCIAL STATEMENTS December 31, 1997 
NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - continued 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. with this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental fund types and agency funds. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e. when they become both measurable and available). ~Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and ~available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, if measurable. 
other financing sources (uses) consist of transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid. These other financing sources (uses) are recognized at the time the underlying events occur. Commissions on fines and forfeitures are recorded when they become susceptible to accrual. Grants are recorded when the District Attorney is entitled to receive the funds. Interest income is recorded in the period in which earned. Other revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available to finance expenditures of the current period. Budq~ The District Attorney adopts a formal budget for the General Fund on the modified accrual basis of accounting which is consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. Formal budget integration within the accounting records is not employed as part of the accounting system. The District Attorney prepares and reviews a comparison of budget to actual figures for revenues and expenditures on a quarterly basis. The District Attorney adopted its original 1997 budget before January i, 1997 and there were no amendments during the year. Appropriations for the General Fund lapse at year end. The District Attorney does not utilize encumbrance accounting. There was no line item detail in the budget adopted for 1997 and therefore none is presented in the financial statement. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS December 31, 1997 
NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - continued ~h ~n~ T~vestment~ Cash and cash equivalents includes amounts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Under state law, the District Attorney may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits in state banks, organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Under state law, the District Attorney may invest in United States Treasury obligations, the principal and interest of which are fully guaranteed by the government of the United States. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Investments are carried at cost. 
~n~r~l Fixed Assets Fixed assets of governmental funds are recorded as expenditures at the time they are purchased or constructed, and the related assets are reported in the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All purchased fixed assets are stated at historical cost or estimated historical if historical cost is not available. Donated fixed assets are stated at their estimated fair value on the date received. Fund Equity Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriate for expenditure or are legally segregated for a specific future use. Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resources. ~e ~f estimates The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenditures during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 
Tn~ml Cnlllmnm on Statements Total columns on the general purpose financial statements are captioned ~Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. No consolidating entries or other eliminations were made in the aggregation of the totals; thus, they do not present consolidated information and do not purport to present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. -8- 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS December 31, 1997 
NOTE 2 - CASH AND INVESTMENTS At December 31, 1997, cash deposits depository insurance. See Note 1 for investments under State laws. 

were fully insured by federal allowable types of deposits and 
The District Attorney's investments at year end are categorized to give an indication of the level of risk assumed by the District Attorney. Category 1 includes the i~vestments that are either insured or registered, or for which the securities are held by the District Attorney, or its agent in the District Attorney's name. Category 2 includes uninsured and unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker's or dealers trust department or agent in the District Attorney's name. Category 3 includes uninsured or unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust department or agent, but not in the District Attorney's name. All of the following investments were classified as Category 2 at December 31, 1997. Carrying ~nvestment TYPe Amount Market Va111e U.S. Treasury Notes $1,024,337 $1,045,801 Additionally, the District Attorney has Louisiana Asset Management Pool, Inc. investment pool. In accordance with $2,226,151 invested in the (LAMP), a local government GASB Codification Section 150.165, the investment in LAMP at December 31, 1997, is not categorized in the three risk categories provided by GASB Codification 150.164 because the investment is in the pool of funds and therefor not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entry form. The primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe environment for the placement of public funds in short-term, high-quality investments. The LAMP portfolio includes only securities and other obligations in which local governments in Louisiana are authorized to invest. Accordingly, LAMP investments are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed by the U.S. Government, or one of its agencies, enterprises, or instrumentalities, as well as repurchase agreements collateralized by those securities. LAMP is designed to be highly liquid to give its participants immediate access to their account balances. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS December 31, 1997 NOTE 3 - GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 
The following is a summary of changes in the general fixed asset account group during the year: 
Automobiles Furniture and equipment Computer software Building improvements Total 

Balance Balance January i, December 31 1997 Additions Deletions 1997 
$154,561 242,313 -0- 82.254 

$ -0- $ 150,091 288,642 -0- 
$147,121 392,404 288,642 50,661 

NOTE 4 - EXPENSES PAID BY OTHERS The accompanying financial statements include certain revenues and expenditures of the District Attorney's office paid out of the funds of the District Court, or directly by the State of Louisiana or the Parish of Jefferson. The Title IV-D Fund (reimbursement portion), which is maintained and accounted for by Jefferson Parish, is the reporting responsibility of the Parish. A summary of funds paid on behalf of the District Attorney's office follows: Salaries and Emn]ovee Benefits Other TOt~! Parish of Jefferson $3,384,709 $662,457 $4,047,166 State of Louisiana Total 1.545.800 
$4~ 930,50~ 

-0- 1.545.800 $662,457 $5,592,966 In addition to the above expenses the offices used by the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District are provided by the Parish of Jefferson at no cost. The District Attorney and assistance district attorneys are members of the Louisiana District Attorney's Retirement System. The Louisiana District Attorney's Retirements System is a multiple employer state- wide retirement system which is administered and controlled by a board of trustees. The District Attorney's office does not contribute to the plan or guarantee any of the benefits granted by the plan. 
-i0- 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS December 31, 1997 NOTE 4 - EXPENSES PAID BY OTHERS - continued All other employees of the District Attorney's office are members of the Parochial Employee's Retirement System of Louisiana and/or Employee's Retirement Systems of Jefferson, Louisiana. All costs relating to salaries and pension contributions are paid by Jefferson Parish and the State of Louisiana; such costs are included in the accompanying general purpose financial statements and in the financial statements of the Parish and the State. NOTE 5 - FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM The District Attorney participates in the United States Department of Health and Human Services Child Support Enforcement, Title IV-D Program, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number 13.783. The Federal expense reimbursement portion of this program is included in the general purpose financial statements of Jefferson Parish. 
The District Attorney receives and accounts for incentive payments from the Louisiana Department of Social Services which are calculated as a percentage of each type of child support collected. Incentive payments earned during the year ended December 31, 1997 totaled $282,862. These funds are recorded in the general fund of the District Attorney's office, as there are no restriction on the expenditure of incentive fund except as required by State law for any other fund of the District Attorney. 
NOTE 6 - ECONOMIC DEPENDENCY The District Attorney's office receives a majority of its funding through the Jefferson Parish Council, the State of Louisiana, and the Federal, State, or local level. The amount of funds the District Attorney's Office receives could be reduced substantially, resulting in an adverse impact on its operations. 
NOTE 7 - LITIGATION The District Attorney's office is a named defendant in several lawsuits, which it is vigorously defending. Such matters arise in the normal course of operations. While the results of litigation cannot be predicted with certainty, management believes, based on the advice of legal council, that the final outcome of such litigation would not have a material adverse effect on the District Attorney's financial statements. 

-Ii- 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA 
AGENCY FUND Agency funds are used to account for assets held by the District Attorney as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governmental units, and/or other funds. A~et Forfeiture This fund is used to account for assets seized in narcotics cases in which the District Attorney has received the seized assets pending the final disposition of the case. The assets may ultimately be returned to the defendant from whom they were seized, transferred to another agency, or divided among the District Attorney; the Parish of Jefferson, as custodian of judicial funds; and the seizing agency. In the latter instance the District Attorney is responsible for allocating the assets to the respective agencies net of the expenses incurred in handling the assets. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT STATE OF LOUISIANA ASSET FORFEITURE AGENCY FUND SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN DEPOSITS HELD FOR FUTURE DISPOSITION For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 

DEPOSITS HELD FOR FUTURE DISPOSITION AT JANUARY i, 1997 $140,095 ADDITIONS Deposits: Forfeitures 
REDUCTIONS Deposits settled to: Litigants District Attorney's Office Other agencies TOTAL REDUCTIONS DEPOSITS HELD FOR FUTURE DISPOSITION AT DECEMBER 31, 1997 

-14- 

320,117 

13,860 74,701 294.747 383.308 



 

COMPLIANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL SECTION 



DOUGLAS L. UZEE, CPA (1926- 1988) JAMES h BUTLER, CPA N. PAUL ARCENEAUX, CPA PATRICK $. ]BOVffES, CPA 

UZEE, BUTLER, ARCENEAUX & BOWES CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 2067 PAX'TON STREET HARVEy, LOUISIANA 70058 (504) 34742441 FAX (504) 347-0467 MEMBERS AMER/CAN IN~ OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS SOCIETY OF LOU~ANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC A(~-~OUNTANTS REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS Paul D. Connick, Jr. District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District State of Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated June 30, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed the following instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. Finding: The budget adopted for 1997 projected less than $250,000 in expenditures and was therefore not advertised or adopted at a public meeting. Furthermore there was no line item detail in the budget which was adopted. Actual expenditures exceeded budgeted amounts by more than 5%. No Amendment to the 1997 budget was adopted during 1997. State law requires that the budget be amended when estimated expenditures -16- 



UZEE, BUTLER, ARCENEAUX & BOWES 
will exceed budgeted expenditures by more than 5%. The audit report on compliance for the year ended December 31, 1996 listed the following as an instance of noncompliance: "Budget amendments were not provided for public inspection by the District Attorney. Additionally, management could not provide a final approved budget by the District Attorney for 1996." 
Recommendation: Budgets should timely, in accordance with state be advertised and adopted statutes. 
Management's Response: The District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District will institute additional tracking procedures to insure compliance with budget laws. The new procedure will include a general ledger system that will provide regular budget to actual comparisons. 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, we noted a certain matter involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgement, could adversely affect the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statement. The reportable condition is described in the following paragraph. 
Finding: The District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District's accounting system does not include the maintenance of a general ledger. 
Recommendation: A general ledger should be maintained in order to produce regular, reliable financial information in order to monitor results of operation and compliance with laws and regulations. 

-17- 



UZEE, BUTLER, ARCENEAUX ~ BOWES 
Management's Response: Judicial District will recommended. The District Attorney install and maintain of the Twenty Fourth a general ledger as 
A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, we believe the reportable condition described in the preceding paragraph is a material weakness. The audit report for the year ended December 31, 1996 on internal control structure made reference to the following matter which was considered not to be a material weakness: ~During our testing of cash disbursements, for several transactions invoice approval for payment was not evident on the supporting vendor invoice. We were able to assure ourselves through alternate procedures, including a review of the canceled check, that the invoice was for a legal and legitimate expense of the office." The results of our testing of the 1997 transactions indicated that this matter had been corrected. This report is intended for the information of the District Attorney for the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Harvey, June 30, Louisiana 1998 ~18- 


