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PITTS ~ MATT]~: a corporalion of certified public accountants 
NDEPENDENTAUDITORS'REPORT 

Members of the Board Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Franklin. Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board as of and for the year ended December 31, t997, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that wE; plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted acoounting principles. 
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n accordance with Government Auditina Standards. we have also ssued ourreport dated June 5, 1998, on our consideration of the Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

June 5.1998 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS December 31, 1997 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS Cash and cash equivalents Revenue receivable: Court costs Fees from indigents Current (less allowance of $55,477) Noncurrent (less allowance of $244,405 Equipment Total assets 
LIABILITIES, EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS Liabilities Accounts payable Payroll taxes payable Deferred revenue 
Total liabilities Equity and Other Credits Investment in general fixed assets Fund Balance - Unreserved/Undesignated Total equity and other credits 
Total liabilities, equity, and other credits 

Governmental Fund TyAfi General Fund 
$241,629 87,968 27,572 121,470 
$478,639 
$8,OOO 13,987 121.470 
142.557 
336.082 

Account Group General Fixed Assets Total (Memorandum Onlw) 
$241,629 87.988 27.572 121,470 $109,977 109,977 $109,977 $588,616 

$109,977 

$8.000 13,087 121,470 
142.557 
109.977 336.082 336.082 109,977 446.059 

$478,639 $109,977 $588,616 

The accompanying notes are an integral par1 of these financial statements 



SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD GENERALFUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGESIN FUND BALANCE FortheYearEnded December31.1997 
Revenues Court costs District courts City courts Net fees from indigents District Assistance Funds Interest Total revenues 
Expenditures General government Judicial Defending attorneys' fees Salaries Contract labor Taxes - payroll Professional fees Office supplies and expense Telephone Rent & Utilities Equipment rental Travel and meetings Insurance Maintenance Dues & subscriptions Seminars Court cost Bonds Collection fee expense Penalties Capital outlay Total expenditures 
Deficiency of revenues under expenditures Fund balance, beginning of year 
Fund balance, end of year 

$436,832 162,589 38,774 32,362 16.648 687.205 
341,305 216,788 10,422 21,830 46,382 18,265 16,351 19,922 3,540 11,284 69,749 2,765 4,235 2,134 946 7O5 378 26 35.461 822.488 (135,283) 471.365 $336,082 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements -4- 



SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS December 31. 1997 
NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board was established to provide legal defense for persons referred by the courts, as indigents, and who are charged with crimes. The Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board includes the parishes of Iberia, St. Martin, and St. Mary, Louisiana. A. Reporting Entity This report includes all funds and account groups for which the Board has financia accountability. Financial accountability is determined upon the basis of: 
a. Financial benefit or burden b. Appointment of a voting majority c. Imposition of will d. Fiscally dependent Although the Board is part of the district court system of Louisiana which covers Iberia, St. Martin and St. Mary Parishes, under the criteria as described above, the Board operates independently and is considered an independent reporting entity with regard to the district court system and each of the three parishes. B. Fund Accounting The Board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 
Funds are classified into three categories: governmental, proprietary and fiduciary. Each category in turn, is divided into separate "fund types." The Board's current operations require only the use of one fund, the general fund. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES ( 
General Fund 

continued) 

The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Board. It is used to account for all financial resources of the Board. C. Basis of Accounting The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e. revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental fund types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e. when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. The following is a summary of the Board's recognition policies for its major revenue sources: Court costs and bond forfeitures are recorded when collected by the various courts within the sixteenth judicial district. Fees from indigents in St. Mary, St. Martin, and Iberia Parishes are recorded upon the receipt of a court order directing indigents to pay for services rendered. In most cases, these fees are scheduled by the court system to be paid over a period of time with initial payments frequently scheduled to begin in future periods. At the time indigents are directed to make payments to the Board, receivabJes are recorded. Payments scheduled to be received in the current period (within the next twelve months), are recorded as revenue. Payments scheduled to be received subsequent to the current period are recorded as deferred revenue. At the time these deferred revenues are expected to be collected, the amounts recorded as deferred revenue are recognized as revenue. An allowance for uncollectible fees is estimated by the Board based upon collection history. 
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NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 
Interest income is recorded when the investments have matured and the income is available. 
D. Budgets The Board is not required to adopt and did not adopt a budget for the year ended December 31. 1997. E. Cash And Cash Equivalents For financial statement purposes, cash and cash equivalents include demand deposits and certificates of deposit. Cash and cash equivalents are stated at cost, which approximates market F. Fixed Assets 
General fixed assets are not capitalized in the funds used to acquire or construct them. Instead, capital acquisitions are reflected as expenditures in governmental funds, and the related assets are reported in the general fixed assets account group. Fixed assets are valued at cost. The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do net add to the value of the asset or materially extend asset lives are not capitalized. 
Assets in the general fixed assets account group are not depreciated G. Compensated Absences No liability has been accrued for compensated absences in the financial statements because the amount is immaterial. H. Memorandum Only - Total Columns Total columns on the general purpose financial statements are captioned "memorandum only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither are such data comparable to a consolidation. 



NOTE 2 - CASH AND CASH EOUIVALENT,~ The Board may deposit funds with a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of the United States. The Council may also invest in time deposits or certificates of deposit of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. Under state law, these deposits must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the bank. These pledged securities are held in the name of the pledging bank in a custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to the parties involved. Under the provision of the GASB codification, which are not in the name of the governmenta accounts secured by pledged securities unit, are considered uncellateralized 
The following is a summary of the cash and cash equivalents and the related federa deposit insurance and retated pledged securities as of December 31, 1997: Cash and cash equivalents - stated value Cash and cash equivalents - bank balance Portion insured by federal deposit insurance 257,523 

228.789 CoJlateralized by securities in the Beard's name held by the Board or third parties NONE Balance uninsured and uncollateralized under GASB codification Portion of deposits secured under Louisiana law 
Amount unsecured under Louisiana law 
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28,734 
28.734 NONE 



A summary of changes in general fixed assets for the year ended December 31, 1997 follows: Equipment balance Additions Equipment balance January 1, 1997 December 31. 1997 
$74,516 35,461 $109,977 

All employees participate in the federal Social Security System. The Board is required to remit an amount to the Social Security Administration equal to the employees' contribution. The Board does not guarantee any of the benefits granted by the Social Security System. 
NOTE 5 - NET FEES FROM INDIGENTS The following is a summary of fees from indigents and its associated adjustments for the year ended December 31, 1997: Gross fees from indigents 
Less: Related increase in allowance or uncollectible accounts Subtota Less: Deferred portion of fees Net fees from indigents 
NOTE 6 - RISKS AND UNCERTAINTIES 

$121,314 (52,640) 68,674 (29,900) $38,774 
The District is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, theft or damage to assets, errors and omissions, injuries to employees and natural disasters. The District has purchased commercial insurance to protect against most of these perils. There were no significant reductions in insurance coverages from prior years 
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NDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING 



P]TTS ~ MATTE a corporation of ccrlified public accountants 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAl.. REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Members of the Board Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Franklin. Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated June 5, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinq Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditine Standards. nternal Control Over Financial ReDortinQ 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Sixteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal, control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting 
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would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. A similar letter dated June 18, 1997, for the year ended December 31, 1996, related to internal control, reported no reportable conditions and a similar letter related to compliance dated June 18, 1997, for the year ended December 31, 1996, reported no instances of noncompliance. This report is intended for the information of management, the board of directors, and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

June 5.1998 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 


