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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



FRANK S HINES, CPA LEWIS C HINES, CPA E MERLIN SOUYRES CPA JAY H SHEFFIELO. CPA 
HINES, JACKSON & HINgS CERTIFIED PUBI,IC ACCOUNTANTS PO BOX 2188 NATCHITOCHES. LOUIS)ANA 71457 TELEPHONE 13i8) 352-6458 FAX (318) 352-0404 INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT Cbarles Powel/, Chairman and Members of the Board of Directors Nalcbitocbes Tax Commission P. O. Box 639 Natchitoches, IrA 71458 

A NEILL JACKSON JR , CPA (Retired) 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Tax Commission, Natchitoches, Louisiana. as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Natchitoches Tax Commission's managemem. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance financial audits contained in Governmen with generally accepted auditing Auditine Standards, issued by the standards and the standards applicable to Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the f'mancial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position oflhe Natchitoches Tax Commission, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of June 30, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with we have also issued a report dated August 21, 1998 on our consideration of the Natchitoches Tax Commission's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches "fax Commission, Natchitoches, Louisiana, taken as a whole. The accompanying supplemental schedules listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The financial information for the year ended June 30, 1997, which is included for comparative purposes was taken from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion dated September 2, 1997, on the general purpose statements of the Natchitoches Tax Commission. 
Hhtes, Jackson & Hines NaIcbitoches, Louisiana August 21, 1998 

-- MEMBERS -- American Institute of Certified Pubhc Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 
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NATCHITOCHES. LOUISIANA 

Revenues Intergovernnlcnlal Administrative fees and other charges Interest revenue Total l/.evenues Expcnditures Gcnera] governnlent Salaries and related benefits Operating Services Travel and other charges Capital Outlay Total Expenditures "~xcess of Revenues Oveff(Under) Expenditures und Balances, Beginning of year trod Balances, End of year 

Governmental Fund Types General $ 232,396 22,684 1,530 
Total Memorandum C 

EXItlBIT B 

1998 1997 $ 232,396 22,684 1,530 $ 222,461 18,110 1,442 256,610 256,610 242,013 
134,768 87,266 4,710 9,866 

134,768 87,266 4,710 9,866 
131,742 84,372 8,584 18,865 236,610 236.610 243 563 20,000 20,000 (I,550) 51,530 51,530 53,080 

Tile accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION NATCttIT()CItES I,OIJISIANA COMF~INEI) NTATEMFNT OF REVENI IES. FXPENDITIIRI".S AND CIIANGES N FI IND I~AI .ANCE - BI IDGET (GAAP BASIS'~ AND ACTIJA GOVERNMENTAl. FUND TYPES - GENERAl, FUND OR TttE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 
Revennes ]ntcrgovernrnental Administration fees and other charges Interest revenue Total Revenues "xpenditures General governnlerd Salaries and related benefits Operating Services Travel and other charges Capital Outlay Tolal Expenditures ~xcess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures Fund Balance, Beginning of year und Balance, End of year 

EXIIIBIT C 

Variance Budget Actual Fav./(Un fay.) _ $ 233,525 7,300 0 $ 232,396 22,684 I 530 $ (1,129) 15,384 1,530 240,825 256,610 15,785 
135,008 90,938 4,800 10,079 

134,768 87,266 4,710 9 866 
240 3,672 90 

240,825 236 610 4,215 
51,530 $ 71,530 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 6 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION N ATCH1TOCDIE~ I,O1JISIANA NOqES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1998. 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES As provided in I..S.A. - R.S. 33:2844, any sales and use tax levied by political subdivisions located witlfin a single parish may be collected by a single tax collector for thai parish. These political subdivisions are authorized by this slatute to create a joint sales and use tax commission as an independent agency and instrumentality lo collect, enforce, and administer tile sales and use tax levied by all of the taxing authorities in that parish. Under the provisions of this statute, the tax commission must include two members appointed by each governing authority of each taxing jurisdiction which has collections equal to or greater than twenty percent of the total sales and use tax collections in the parish. The tax conunission may, at its option, contract and make agreements with other local taxing authorities to collect taxes other lhan sales and use taxes. Oo May 23, 1989, the City of Natchitoches, tile Natchitoches Parish School Board, and tile Natchitoches Parish Police Jury entered into a joint agreement under tile provisions of L.S.A. - R.S. 33:2844, for the collection of sales and use taxes and other fees thereby creating the Natchitoches Tax Commission. This agreement empowers the Natchitochcs Tax Commission Io collect, enforce, and administer the respective sales and use 1axes and other fees as have been and may bc authorized and levied by tile City, School Board, and Police Jury within the boundaries of the City of Natchitochcs, Louisiana, and tile Parish of Natchitoches, Louisiana, and may institute in the name of the commission suits to enforce tile collection of such taxes. The affails of the commission are managed by a six member Board of Commissioners made up of the chief administrative officer and the director of finance of the City of Natchitoches; tile treasurer and Parish administrator of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury; and the director of business affairs and the supervisor of finance of the Natchitoches Parish School Board. The costs of establishing, operating, maintaining, and administering the Commission shall be borne jointly by the City, School Board, and Police Jm3' on a pro-rata basis on tile ratio that the taxes collected for each bears to tile total taxes collected during tile preceding year. The accounting and reporting policies of the Natchitoches Tax Commission conform to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applicable to governments. Tile Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the requirements set forth in the .Louisiana Governmental Aud Guide, and to tim indtlstry audit guide, Audits of State and Local Governmental Units A. Reporting Entity The financial reporting entity consists of a) the primary government (the tax commission), b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationships with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting cntity's financial statelnenls to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining component units which should be considered part of a primary government for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organizations governing body, and a. The ability of the primary government In impose its will on that organization nod/or 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION N A q'C~I I'I'f)CH E.q I.OIJISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED JUNE 30, 1998 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) A. Reporting Entity (Continued) The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits or to impose specific financia burdens on tim primary government. Organizations for which the primary govenmrent does uot appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dcpeudem on tile primary government. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Based on the application of these criteria, the Natchitoches Tax Commission was determined not to be a compouent unit in any other financial reporting entity. The financial statements of the Natchitoehes Tax Commission consist only of the funds and account groups of the Tax Commission since the Commission has no financial accountability or oversight responsibility for any otber governmental entity. II. Fund Accounting The accounts of the Natchitoches Tax Commission are organized on the basis of fuuds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. The operations of cach fund are accounted for witb a separate set of selfZbalancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expeuditures. The individual funds account for the governmental resources allocated to them fol the purpose of carrying on specific activities in accordance witb laws, regulations, or other restrictions. An aceouul group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in tbe funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The funds are grouped in this report into generic fund types and broad fund categories as follows: Governmental Fund Tvnes These are the funds through which most governmental functions typically are fiuanced Gencral Fund - Is the general operating fund of the Tax Commission. It is used to account for all filrancial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. Fiduciary Fund Types These funds account for assets held by the Tax Commission as trustee or agent for individuals, private organizations and other uuits of governments. Agency Fund - ls used as a depository for sales and use taxes, ad valorem taxes, alcoholic beverage licenses, occupational licenses, insurance licenses, hotel/motel tax and festival fees. Disbursements from this fund are made to various taxing bodies located within the City and Parish of Natchitoches. The agency fund is custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and does not involve measurement ofresuhs of operations 



N ATCtqITOt~HES. LOUISIANA JUNE 30, 1998 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) C. General Fixed Assets and General Long-Term Liabilities The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and |ong-term liabilities associated with a fund are dclermined by its measurement focus. All govermnental funds are accounted for on a spending or "financial fow" measurement focus. This means that only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balaace sheets. Their reported fund balance (net curreat assets) is considered a measure of"available spendable resources". Govermnental fund operating statements present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and olher financing uses) in net curreat assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a snmnlary of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" during a period. Fixed assets used in govermnenlal fired type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund type when purchased. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Donated fixed assets are stated al their estimated fair value on the dale donated. Fixed assets which were donated to the Tax Commission and which are staled at estimated fair value on that date total $11.786. l.ong-tcnn liabilities expected to be financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. The two account groups arc not "funds". ]'hey are concerned only with the measurement of financial position. They are riot concerned with nleastlrernenls of resulls of operations. D. Basis of Accounting Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial slatemenls. Basis of accouuting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental fund and the agency fund are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when they are susceptible to accrual (i.e., wheu they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be detennined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred except that principal and interest on general long-term debt is recognized when due. Those revenues susceptible to accrual include certain intergovernmental revenues and interest revenue. All other intergovemmental revenues are accrued, when their receipt occurs soon enough after the end of the accounting period so as to be both measurable and available. All miscellaneous revenues are not susceptible to accrual because generally they arc not measurable until received in cash. Transfers between fimds that are not expected to be repaid (or any other types, such as capital lease transactions, sales of fixed assets, debt extinguishment, long-term debt proceeds, et cetera) are accounted for as other financing sources or uses. These other financing sources or uses are recognized at the time the underlying events occur. 



NATCHITOCHES. LOUISIANA JUNE 30, 1998 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) E. Budgetary praclices Aimually, the Tax Commission adopts a budget for the General Fund. Tile budgetary praclices include public notice of tile proposed budget, public inspection of the proposed budget, and public hearing on the budget. The budget is prcpared based on a modified accrual basis of accounting. t:onnal budgetary imegration is employed as a management control device during the year. Budgeted amounts included in tile accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget amounts and all subsequent amendments. All budgct appropriations lapse at year end. F. Compensated Absences Employees of the Tax Commission that have at least one year of service earn five days of annual leave, employees with two to tell years of service earn ten days of annual leave, employees with ten to twenty years of service earn fifteen days of annual leave, and employees with greater than twenty years of service cam twenty days of annual leave. Amnlal ]cave of up to thirty days may be carried forward and accumulated. The Tax Commission accrues a liability for compensated absences which meet the following criteria: The Tax Commission's obligation relating to employees' rights to receive compensation for future absences is attributable to employees' services already rendered. The obligation relates to rights that vest or accumulate. Payment of the compensation is probable. The amount can be reasonably estimated. In accordance with the above criteria, the Tax Commission has accnled a liability for vacation pay which has been earned but not taken by Tax Commissiou employees. The liability for compensated absences at June 30, 1998 in the amount of S 3,739 has been recorded within the general long-term debt account group. 

Cash includes not only currency on hand but also demand deposits with banks or other financial institutions and other kinds of accounts that have tile general characteristics of demand deposits in that the customer may deposit additioual funds at any time and also effectively may withdraw funds at any time without prior notice or penalty. II. Fund Equity The unreserved fund balances for governmental funds represent the amotmt available for budgeting future operations. Total Colunms on Combined Statements - Overview Total cohmms on the corobined financial statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they arc presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 
20 



 

NATCH1TOC|tES, LOUISIANA NOTES TO Tl IE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINI IED JUNE 30. 1998 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) J, Comparative Data Cmnparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial statements ill order to provide an tmdezstanding of changes in the Commission's financial position and operations. However, comparative (i.e., presemation of prior year totals by fund type) data have not been presented in each of the statements since their inclusion would make tile stalements unduly complex and difficult to read. Certain amounts Prom prior year finaucial statements have been reclassified to eonfornl with current year classifications. K. Estimates The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amoums of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during tile reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. L. Eueu ulbl'uuees Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Tax Cmnmission. NOTE 2 CASH At June 30, 1998, the Natchitoches Tax Commission had cash totaling $103,039, as follows 
Demand Deposits Interest-bearing demand deposits Petty cash and cash on hand Total 

General Fund $ 9,596 47.988 685 $58.269 
A~encv Fund $ 44,770 0 0 L 44,770 

Total $ 54,366 47,988 685 $ 103,039 

NOTE 3 PENSION PLAN As provided in I,.S.A. - R.S. 33:2844C(2), any employee of a political subdivision "thai levies a sales and use tax who becmnes an employee of the Tax Commission, may remain a member of the retirement system iu which he had been participating prior to the creation uftbe Tax Commission. All employees of the Tax Commission are members of tile Parochial Employees Retiremanl System, a multiple-employer, public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All employees of the Natchitoches Tax Commission are members of Plan A. 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION NATCH1TOCHES. I.OUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED ~IUNE ~0, 1998 
NOTE 3 PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) All pcnnanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected parisb officials are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, or at ally age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of tile snpplemental plan only prior to January I, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned prior to January 1, 1980. Final-average salary is tile employee's average salm7 over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least tile amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. Contributions to the System include oue-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, except New Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and l'lan B based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928- 1361. Plan members are reqnired by state statute to contribute 9.50 percent of their annual covered salary and the Natchitoches Tax Commission is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 7.75 percent of annual covcrcd payroll. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Natchitoches Tax Commission are established and may be amended by slate statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employee contributions are dcterlnined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior ycar. The Natchitoches Tax Commission's contributions to the system for the years ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 were $8, I 19 and $7,446, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. NOTE 4 CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A snmnlary of changes ill general fixed assets follows 
Furniture & fixtures Office equipment Computer equipmem & software Parking lot Tola 

Balance July 1.1997 Additions $ 13,379 $ 341 11,712 5,870 68.980 3.655 
Balance Deletions June 30, 1998 $ 0 $ 13,720 0 17,582 13,346 59,289 3,493 0 0 3,493 



JUNE 30, 1998 
NOTE 5 OPERATING LEASE OBLIGATIONS The Tax Commission is obligated under various leases accounted for as operating leases. Operating leases do not give rise to property rights or lease obligations, and therefore the results of the lease agreements are not reflected in the Connnission's accom~t groups. These leases are for building and office space and land. The terms of file building and office space and land leases are one year each with four renewal options with monthly payments of $625 and $50, respectively. The following is a schedule by years of future minimum rental payments required under operating leases that have initial or remaining noncancelable lease terms in excess of one year as of June 30, 1998: Year Ending, June 30, 1999 Total mininmm payments required l.ease cxpenditures for the year ended June 30, 1998 amounted to $8,250 NOTE 6 CAPITAL LEASE OBLIGATIONS 

Amounts $ 8,100 $ 8,100 
The Natchitoches Tax Commission was not obligated under any capital lease commitments at.June 30, 1998 NOTE 7 CIIANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS The following is a summary of the long-term obligations transactions during lhe year: 
Long-term obligations payable at July 1, 1997 Additions Reductions Long-term obligations payable at June 30, 1998 NOTE 8 AD VALOREM TAXES 

Compensated Absences $ 3,579 160 0 
The Tax Commission collects ad valorem taxes levied by the City of Natchitoches. Ad valorem taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1 of each year. Taxes are levied by the City of Natchitoches in October and are actually billed by the Tax Commission to the taxpayers in November. Billed laxes become delinquent on January I of the following year and penalties and interest are assessed. All ad valorem tax revenues are recognized in compliance with NCGA Interpretation - 3 and GASB Codification Section P70 (Revenue Recognition - Property Taxes) which states that such revenue is recorded when it becomes measurable and available. Available means due, or past due and receivable within the cunvnt period and collected no longer than 60 days after the close of the current period, The Tax Commission bills and collects City of Natchitoches property taxes using the assessed values determined by the tax assessor of Natchitoches Parish. 13 



NATCHITOCHE$ TAX COMMISSION NATCHITOCHES I,OUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED JUNE 30, 1998 
NOTE 8 AD VALOREM TAXES (CONTINUED) I"or the year ended June 30, 1998, the Tax Comrnission collected taxes of 17.03 mills for the City of Natchitoches on propcrty with assessed valuations totaling $51,124,200. Total taxes levied by the City on the assessed propelay was $870,646. There were no taxes receivable for the 1997 tax year at June 30, 1998. NOTE 9 LITIGATION The Tax Commission's attorney advises that, as of June 30, 1998, the Nalchitoches Tax Commission has been named as a Defendant in litigation filed in East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. The litigation involves the assertion of claims by a class of plaintiffs for the refund of sales and/or use taxes paid to the Natchitoches Tax Commission with respect to vehicles originally registered in othcr states and thereafter brought to Louisiana. There are approximately 68 defendants, including tax collectors in and for each of the 64 parishes in the State of Louisiana. This case is currently on appeal. Ahhough the outcome is not determinable at this stage of the proceedings, the potential losses not covered by applicable insurance or the political subdivisions (Natchitoches Parish Police Jury, the Natchitoches Parish School Board and City of Natchitoches) the Commission was created to serve, is not considered to be significant in relation to the Conmaission's overall financial condition. 



OTHER SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION NATCI llTf)CHES. I.O|JISIANA E OF 1201.1 ,I'CTIONR D1NTRIB1JTIONS. AND l JNS 
SCIIEI)ULI~ 1 

TTLED BALANCES 997 
Unsettled Balances at July I COLLECTIONS Ad valorem taxes Alcoholic beverage licenses Christmas Festival fees Fire District #5 Fire District #6 Grass cutting lintel/Motel tax Insurance licenses Interest earned on: Delinquent taxes NSF checks & Miscellaneous Occupational licenses Sales and nse taxes Total Collections 

FOR THE YEARN ENDED JIINE 30. 1998 and 

Total Available for Distribution DISTRIBUTIONS City of Natchitoches Christmas Festival Committee Fire District #5 Fire District #6 Natchitoches Parish Police Jury Natchitoches Parish School Board Natchitoches Tax Commission Natchitoches Tourist Commission Other miscellaneous charges Village of Clarence Village of Natchez Village of Campti Village of Robeline 
Unsettled Balances at June 30, Due to Taxing Bodies 

1998 $ 20,477 
869,670 34,326 17,340 13,715 52,951 0 133,741 292.473 6,913 0 308,141 13,172,947 

1997 $ 20,003 
818,740 35,982 22,475 13,866 53,018 175 130,541 274.790 2,991 7,804 333,612 11,821,539 14,902,217 -- 13,515,533 14,922,694 13,535,536 

7,628,295 17,340 13,303 51,363 1,394,439 5,498,938 9,907 129,729 8,663 20,630 4,838 84,111 16,368 

6,775,575 22,475 13,452 51,434 1,418,472 4,968,954 9,828 126,625 2,991 22,052 5,872 84,474 .. 12,855 14,877,924 . 13,515,059 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral pall of this statement 16 



Salaries and related benefits Colitract professional services Iiealth Insurance Payroll taxes ~,etirement Salaries Workers' compensation insurance Total Salaries and Related Benefits Operating services Advertising Auditing Bank service charges Building & grounds maintenance Insurance Janitorial Legal & professional Miscellaneous Office supplies Pest control Postage Printing Profcssional dues &. publications Reut Security system Software maintenance Supplies Telephone Utilities l'~quipment lease Equipment maintenance Equipment supplies Total Operating Services Travel and other charges Repairs and maintenance Travel Total Travel and Other Charges Capital outlay Total Expenditures 

SCHEDULI'.22 

f; 7,990 10,455 2,038 8,119 104,758 1,408 134.768 
6,082 5,500 811 1,148 2,805 2,400 22,025 1,604 5,575 264 10,400 1,550 2,233 6,900 710 163 698 4,585 4,077 6,284 404 __ 1,048 87,266 
0 4,710 4,710 __ 9,86_%6 236 6.~10 The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 17 



FRANK S Rt~ES, CPA LEWIS CHINES. CPA E MERLIN SOUYRESCPA J~y HSHEFF~EL~.C9~ 
HINES, JACKSON & HINES CEliTIFII'm PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P.O. BOX 216S NATCHITOCHES. LOUISIANA 71457 TELEPHONEt3~St352-S4.58 FAX(31fi1352-0404 

A NElLI- JACKSON JR , CPA (Retired) 
REPORT ON COMPIAANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDA RDS Charles Powelk Chairman and Members of the Board of Directors Natchitoches Tax Commission P. O. Box 639 Natchitoches, LA 71458 We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Tax Commission, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated August 21, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Goverf!ment Auditin~ Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States Complianc_e As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Tax Commission's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants, nonconapliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncomp|iance that are required to be reported under .~iovernment Auditinu Standards ernal Control Over Financial Rennrtino In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Tax Commission's intemal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would bc material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of the Natchitoches Tax Commission's management, and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited 

Hittes, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana August 21, 1998 

MEMBERS -- American Instilute of CerMie~ PoblJc Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Ceriified Public Accounlants 
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Fiscal Year Finding Initially Ref. No. Occurred 

NATCtlITOCHES TAX COMMISSION NATC2HITDCI-IF;S I,OIIISIANA SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 
Corrective Action Taken Yes. No. Partial 

SCHEDUI,E 3 

Planned Corrective Action/Parlial Corrective Actinn Tnke Nothing came to our attention that would require disclosure under Government Auditing Standards 
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_ Ref. No. 

NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION N AT(;HITOCHES. l.Ot JIS1ANA RREC'I'IVE ACTION PI,AN FOR CI!RRENT YEAR AUDIT FINDINGS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JIJNE 30. 1998 
Planned 

SCtIIil)LILI~ 4 

Name(s) of Contact Personfss~ Nothing came to our attention that would require disclosure under Government Auditing Standard 
Anticipated Completion Date 
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