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FINANCIAL SECTION 



STAGN] & COMPANY, LLC 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

I ]onorable Charles J. Oubre, .lr. Clerk of Court, St. Cbarles Parish, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of eoJllelils. These general-purpose financial slatemmlls are the responsibility of the Clm'k of Churl, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana's managmnenl. Our responsibility is In express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit, We eondueled our audit in accordance with ganerally accepted audiling standards and the slandards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of mate,'ial misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general-purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing ~l~e accounting principles used and significm~t estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general-purpose financial statement presentation, We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general-purpose financial stalen~ents referred to above presenl fairly, in all malerial respects, the financial position of the Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana as of June 30, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year tben ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated August 25 1998 on our consideration of the Clerk of Court, SL Charles Parish, Louisiana's internal centre over financial reporting and our lests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulalions contracts and grants. 
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1 lonorable Charles J. Oubre, Jr. Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, I,ouisiana Page 2 
Our audit was conducted for the puq)ose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The combining and individual fund financial statements listed ill the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general-purpose financial statements of the Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material rcspeets in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
Thibodaux, LA August 25, 1998 
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(7,1'gRK OF COURT S'12. CttARLISS PARISIt, LOUISIANA Statemenl of Revenues, E~pendilures and Changes in Fun5 Balance Budget and Actual Governmental Fund Type For the year ended June 30, 1998 
Revenues: Suits and successions transferred from the Advance Deposit Fund Recordings Criminal costs Certified copies Interest earned Mortgage cer~i~cates Court agendance Cancellations Marriage licenses Notarial fees Miscellaneous "Total revenues Expenditures: Current-general government Salaries 8nd benefits: Clerk of Court Deputies Othe~ O fflc.e sopplie~ and expense Association dues Insurance premiums Retirement Uniform commerical co~e Telephone "I ravel and convention Clerk's expenditure a~}owar~ce Clerk's supplement Clerk's election expenditure Automobile maintenance and operation Professional services Payroll taxes Eleclion expenditure Total current expenditures Capital outlay Debt service: Principal payments Interest Tolal expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expendih~res Other Financing Sources (Uses) Capital lease proceeds 

Final Budget 

139.464 

939,024 36.381 

Actual 

159,718 

053, f50 51,085 868 353 E005,465 64,079 154.953 
15420 EXCESS (DEFiCiENCY') OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINNCING SOURCES OVER 164,079 169,673 EXPENDITURES ND OTHER FINANCING USES FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

Scc Notcs Io/;il/ancial Statcmcnts 
316,693 $ 486.366 

Variance Favorable (Unfavorable) 

(t4,t35 (14,724 (665) (353) (3o,o80) (9,826 i5,420 
5.594 



INTRODUCTION 

CLERK OF COURT SI" CItARLI'2S PARISIt, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statemenls As of and for the Year Ending June 30, 1998 
As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Clerk of Court serves as cx-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has olher duties and powers provided by law. The Clerk of Court is elected for a four-year terln. 
Note 1 SUMMARY OF S1GNIFICANTACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A. Basis of Presentation The financial statements of the Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to government units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is tlle accepted standard-setting body for establishing goverlnnental accounting and financial reporting principles. B. Reporting Enid2 The GASB has established several criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and component units that should be included within the reporting entity. Since, the Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana (Clerk of Court) is an independently elected official, and is legally separate and fiscally independent, the Clerk of Courl is a separate governmental reporting entity. There are unrecorded financial transactions between the St. Charles Parish Council (the Council) and the Clerk of Court where the Council provides office space and utilities for the Clerk of Court. 



Note I 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CltARLES PARISIt, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIF! 13. Re p_o_~n~g Entity_, Continued Financial accountability is determined by applying criteria established by the GASB as listed below: Financial benefit or burdell Appointment of a voting majority hnposition of will Fiscally dependent 
The above identified transactions between the Clerk of Court and the l'arish Council are mandated by state statue and do not reflect fiscal dependency; thereby, they do not reflect financial accountability. 
The other three criteria of financial aceoumability do not pertai~a to the Clerk of Court when applying them as a mem~ of identifying potential component units of the St. Charles Parish Council. The Clerk of Court includes all funds, account groups and activities, et cetera, that are within the oversight responsibility of the Clerk of Court. Other local governmental units over which the Clerk of Court exercises no oversight responsibility are excluded from the accompanying financial statements. These units are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from those of the parish Clerk of Corn1, C. Fund Accotmting 
The Clerk of Court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position aud the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government fnnctions and activities. 



 

CLERK OF COURT $7; CItARLES PARISIt, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 
Note I SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, Conthtued 

C. Fund Accountine, Continued A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. O,1 the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for cerlain assels and liabilities that are 11ol recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 
Funds of the Clerk of Court arc classified into two categories: governnmntal (General Fund) and fiduciary (agency funds). These fands are described as follows: 
General Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of the Clerk of Cour*. and accounts for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 
_ARency Funds The Advance Deposit and ]/egislry of Courl Agency Funds accounl fbr assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds arc custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of 

I), Basis of Accounting 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures arc recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental fund is accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CItARLES PARISIt, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Note 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES. Continued 
D. Basis ofAecmmling, Conliuued accompanying general purpose finaucial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting. The governmental fund nscs the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 
Revenues Fees for certified copies, recording legal docmnenls, marriage licenses, and commissions for services are recorded in the year they are earned. Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the income is available. 
In Registry of the Court Fund, certificates of deposits can be closed by the Clerk of Court before the maturity date without being penalized. The Clerk's office has an agreement with ltibernia National Bank that allows the office to receive the full amount deposited and the year to dale inlerest on any of Registry of the Court Fund's certificates of deposits on or before the day of maturity. All other revenues are recorded when received 
E~penditures Compensated absences are recognized as expenditures when leave is actually taken or when employees (or their heirs) are paid for accrued leave upon refi,'ement or death, while the cost of leave privileges nol requiring current resources is recorded in lhe general long-term obligations account group. 
All other expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrua basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 



 

CLF.RK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PAR1SIt, LOUISIANA 
Notes to l"inancial Statements As of and for tlae Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Note 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, Continued 
E. Budp, etary Practices The Clerk of Court anuually adopts a budget for the General Fund. The budgetary practices include public notice of the proposed budget, public inspection oftbc proposed budget and public hearings on ll~c budget. Any amendments to the budget are published in the Clerk of Court's official journal. Budgetary integration is employed as a management tool. Encumbrances represent commitments related to unperformed contracts for goods and services. Eneumbrauce accounting is not utilized in the funds of the Clerk of Court. 
F. (;ash and Cash Emfivalents Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and cash on band. Cash equivalents include time deposits. Under state law, the Clerk of Court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or certificates of deposit with state banks organized under l~ouisiana law and national banks having thcir principal offices in Louisiana. 
G. Fixed Assets Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the General Fixed Asset Account Group. General fixed assets provided by the parish council to the Clerk of Courl are recorded within the General Fixed Assc~ Account Group of the Clerk of Court. All purchased fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Fixed assets provided by the council (26 percent of total fixed assets) arc valued at their estimated fair value on the date received. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Note 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, Continued 
l t, Compensated Absences 
Employees of the Clerk of Court's office are granted fi'om 6 to 15 days of vacation leave each calendar year, depending on their length of service. Vacation leave must be taken in the year it is granted. In addition, employees are granted fi'om 10 to 15 days of sick leave each calendar year, depending on their length of service. At resignation or retirement, employees receive one day's pay for every two days of sick leave earned. The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually taken. The cost of leave privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in the General l,ong- Term Debt Account Group. Long-Term Debt 
Long-term debt expected to be financed from the General reported in the General I.ong-Term Debt Account Group. 
Total Cohmm on Combined Balance Sheet The total column on the combined balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only (overview) to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable lo a consolidation, lntcrfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CItARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Statemellts As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Note 2 CASIt AND CASH EOUIVALENTS At June 30, 1998, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) as follows: 
1998 Balances Book Bank Interest bearing demand deposits $ 281,449 $ 310,559 Non-interest bearing demand deposits 12,409 33,361 Time deposits 1,373,578 1,372,718 Cash on hand 500 Total deposits $1,667,936 $ 1,716,638 

Federal deposit insurance $ 287,409 Market value of pledged securities $ 3,823,840 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurmlce or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus file federal deposit insurance nmst, at all times, equal the amount oil deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held ill the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is nmtually acceptable to both parties. Even though tile pledged securities are the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement oil the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified of tile Clerk of Court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited fired upon demand. 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 

Note 3 RI~.CEIVABLES 
Notes to Financial Statements As of and for tile Years Ending June 30, 1998 

The accounts receivables of $39,437 at June 30, 1998 consists of amounts duc from attorneys for recording court fees and expenses related to cases in progress and also from abstractors, for certified copies. ]'he other receivables in the General Fund of $1,834 for 1998 are for tim rental of computer terminals to and are amounts due from the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Attorney and the office of tile District Judge, Division C of the Twenty- Ninth Judicial District. 
Note 4 CItANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
Furniture & Equipment Total Fixtures Balance July 1, 1997 $204,214 $181,529 $ 385,743 Additions 5,730 34,707 40,437 Deletions 1,038 29,026 30,064 Balance June 30, 1998 $208,906 $187,210 $396,116 

Note 5 COA]PENSA TED ABSENCES At June 30, 1998, Employees of the Clerk of Court have accumulated and vested $21,030 of employee leave benefits which was computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. Tile current portion $8,223 is reported in the general fund and the long term portion, $12,807 is reported in tile general long- te,'m debt account group for tile year ending June 30, 1998. 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PAR1SIt, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 
Note 6 CAPITAL LEASES The Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana entered into a lease agreement for financing the acquisition of a copy machine. The lease agreement qualifies as a capital lease for accounting purposes (titles transfer at the end of the lease term), and therefore have been recorded at the present value of the future minimum lease payments as of the date of their inception. The copy machine was recorded in d~e general fixed asset account group at its entire cost of $28,410; however, a downpayment of $12,990 was included in the capital outlay expenditure line item in the general fund and the remaining $15,420, which was financed, was recorded as general long-term debt in the general long term debt account group. A schedule of future nainimum lease payments, under these capital leases and the present value of the net minimum lease payments are to bc applied as follows: 

Year ending General Long- June 30, Term Debt 1999 $3,666 2000 $3,666 2001 $3,666 2002 $3,666 2003 $2,444 Total minimum lease payments 17,108 Less: Amount representing interest 2,556 Present value of minimum lease $ 14,552 payments The amount of principal paid in 1998 on the capital lease was $868 in the genera fund. 
13 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST, CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements As of and for tlae Years Ending June 30, 1998 
Note 7 CItANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT General long-term debt transactions for the year ending June 30, 1998 are smnmarized below: 

Compensated Capital Total Absences Lease ng-term debt payable at June 30, 1997 $ 15,376 $ -0- $ 15,376 Additions -0- 15,420 15,420 ductions 2,569 868 3,437 ng-tem~ debt payable at June 30, 1998 $ 12,807 $ 14,552 $ 27,359 
Note 8 CItANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES A sunnnary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Advanced Cost Registry Totals Unsettled deposits at 6/30/97 $ 444,087 $ 680,566 $ 1,124,f Additions 658,559 365,130 1,023,( Reductions 626,788 310,209 936. Unsettled deposits at 6/30/98 $ 475,858 $ 735,487 $ 1,211,." 
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CLERK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 
Notes 1o Financial Statemenls As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Note 9 POSTRET1REMENT BENEFITS The Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for retired employees. Substantially all of the Clerk's employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach nornral retirement age while working for the Clerk of Court. These benefits for relirees and similar benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee and the Clerk of Court. For the year ending June 30, 1998, the cost of the benefits for three retirees totaled $1,398. 
Note 10 EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

Substantially all employees of the Clerk of Court are members of tile Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief fund (System), a multiple-employer (cost- sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of lrustees. Contributions of participating clerks are pooled within the System to fund accrued benefits, with contribution rates approved by the Louisiana Legislature. All regular employees earning a mininmm of $ 500 per month and who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment are eligible to participate in the system. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life equal to three percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is tim employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average, l"mployees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. Tim System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state s[atute. The System issues an annual publicly available tinancial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the I,ouisiana Clerks of Court Rctircnlent and Relief Fund, 11745 Brieksome Avenue , Suite BI, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CItARLES PARISIt, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Note 10 I'2MPLO YEE RETIREMENT SYSTEM, Continued 

Note 11 

Funding Policy. Plan members are required by state statue to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary and the Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The actuarially determined rate was 10 percent of annual covered payroll for the year ending June 30, 1998. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirelnents of plan members and the Clerk of Court are established as amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Slatute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results to fired accrued benefits, with contribution rates approved by the Louisiana Legislature. The Clerk's total covered payroll was $602,895 for the year ending June 30, 1998. The Clerk of Court's contribution for the years ending June 30, 1996, 1997, 1998 were $60,626 (11-1/2% of covered payroll), $59,889 (11% of covered payroll), and $60,108 (10% of covered payroll), respectively which were equal to the required contributions for each year. 

There is no litigation pending against the Clerk of Courfs office at June 30, 1998 that is required to be disclosed in accordance with Statement of l:inancial Accounting Standards No. 5. 



Note 12 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CItARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the Years Ending June 30, 1998 

Ir~XPENDITURES OF TIlE CLERK OF COURT PAID B Y TIlE IMRISII COUNCIL 
]'he Clerk of Court's office is located in the parish courthouse. The expenditures for maintenance and operation of the parish courthouse are paid by the St. Charles Parish Council and are no! included in the accompanying financial stalements. The amount of these expenditures paid by the Parish Council is indeterminate. 

Note 13 1NTERFUND ASSETS~LIABILITIES 
The balances due to/from General Fund and Advance Deposil Fund are as follows: 

June 30, 1998 General Fund $ 96 Due from advance deposit Advance Deposit $ 96 Due to general fund 
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CLERK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements As of and for tim Years Ending June 30, 1998 
Note 14 RISK MANAGEMENT GENERAl, LIABILITY INSURANCE 

The Clerk of Court is exposed to various risks of loss related to tort, lhcft of damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees and natural disasters. The Clerk of Court purchases the follmving eommcrcia! insurance policies for any and all claims relating to the above types of risks: 
TYPE OF INSURANCE LIMITS I)EDUCT1BLE Errors & Omissions $1,000,000/occurrence $2,500 Uninsured motorist- $500,000 $100 Auto Liability Liability- $500,000 $250 Medical payments- $5,000 Public Employees $10,000/loss NONF, Blanket Bond Worker's Each accident - $100,000 NONE Compensation Bodily Injury or Disease- $500,000 Employee Disease - $100,000 

Tim Clerk's payment of tim deductible is the only liability associated with these insurance policies. '/'here has been no significant reductions in insurance coverage in the prior year. The amount of settlements have not exceeded insurance coverage for each of the past three fiscal years. 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CItARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Sialemeuts As of and for the Years Ending Junc 30, 1998 

Note 14 RISK MANAGEMENT, Continued 
HEALTI 1 INSURANCE The Clerk of Court provides health and life insurance to employecs through tile 1.ouisiana Clerk of Court Association. Under this insurance program, the Clerk pays initial premiums based on the level of the employee's participation and has no further liabilities on any claims. 

Note 15 EXPENDITURES - EXCESS OF ACTUAL OVER BUDGETED The Goverumental Fund Type - General Fund had actual expenditures $1,005,466 over budgeted expenditures $975,385 allowing an unfavorable variance of $30,081 for the year ended June 30, 1998. 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 



AGENCYFUNDS Agency Funds are used lo account for assets held by the Clerk of Court as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments, and/or othcr funds. 
Advance Deposit Fund The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to account for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. R~gistry of Court Fund 
The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used to account for funds which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 



Asset~ Cash and cash equivalents Due from suits Total assets IJabiEtLe.~ Due to general fund Due to others "f otal liabilities 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PARISII, LOUISIANA 
Agency Funds Combining Balance Sheet June 30. 1998 

Advance Deposit Fund 
$ 475,598 356 $ 475,954 
$ 96 475,858 $ 475,954 

20 

Registry of the Court Fund 
$ 735,487 
$ 735.487 
735.487 
$ 735.487 

Total 
$ 1,211,085 356 $ 1,211,441 
$ 96 1,211,345 
$ 1,211,441 



 

CLERK OF COURT SI: CHARLES PARISIt , LOUISIANA 
Agency Funds Combining Schedule of Changes in Unsettled Deposits For the Year ended June 30. 1998 

Unsettled Deposits at July 1, 1997 
Additions: Deposits Suits and Successions Judgements Interest earned on investments Total additions Total 
Red uc.~gn~: Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) Settlements to litigants Attorney, curator, and notary fees Witnesses, appraisers, keepers, etc. Stenographer's fees Sheriffs fees Other reductions Total reductions 

Advance Deposit Registry Totals 
$ 444,087 $ 680,566 $ 1,124,653 
658.559 
658.559 1,102.646 
405,299 43,264 500 2,876 16,100 75,730 83.019 626.788 Unsettled deposits at June 30, 1998 $ 475,858 

328,315 36.815 365.130 1,045,696 
310,209 

310.209 $ 735,487 

658,559 328,315 36.815 1.023.689 2.148.342 
405,299 353,473 500 2,876 16,100 75,730 83.019 936.997 $ 1,211,345 



 

INTERNAL CONTROL 
AND 

COMPLIANCE SECTION 



STACNX & COMPANY, LLC 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL-PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCEWITII GO VERNMENT A UDITING SIMNDARDX 

l lonurable Charles J. Oubre, Jr. Clerk of Court, St Charles Parish, Louisiana 
We have audited the general-purpose financial statements of the Clerk of Court, St Charles l'alish, 1.ouisiana as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998 and have issued our repoll thereon dated August 25, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and tile standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General &the United States. Compliance As parl of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk of Courl, St Charles l'arish, l.ouisiana's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement alnounts. l lowever, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not all objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Clerk of Court, St Charles Parish, l.ouisiana's internal control over financial reporting in o,'der to determine our auditing procedures for tile purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on tile internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of tile internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of tile internal control structure dements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that cn'ors mad irregularities in amounts that would be material ill relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of pedbnning their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 
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To the Clerk of Corn1, St Charles Parish, l,ouisiana Page 2 
This rcporl is inlcnded for the information of management and federal awarding agencies and pass- lhrough entities. 1 lowever, this reporl is a mallet of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
"l'hibodaux, Louisiana August 25, 1998 

2~ STAGNI & COMI'ANY, LLC 



 

CLERK OF COURT, ST. CItARLES PARIAH, LOUISIANA Summary Schedule of Findings stud Questioned Costs For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 
A. SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opiuion on the gcneral-puq~osc financial statements of tile Clerk of Coral, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana. 
2. No repot/able conditions relaling lo the audfl of the financial statements are reported in the Repoil on Compliance and lnternal Control over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Slatements in Accordance wflh Government Auditing Standards'. 3. No instances of noncomplimlcc matcrial to the financial slatemcnls of the Clerk of Court, St. Charles Parish, Louisiana were disclosed during the audit. 4. A management letter was not issued in connection with the audil of lhe financial sIateulel]tS, 
There were no findings relating to the financial statements thai are required to be reported in accordance with GAGAS. 
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CLERK OF COURT S'I; CTtARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA 
Summary Schedule of Prior Year Findings For the Year Ended June 30. 1998 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS NONE SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AWARDS NONE SECTION Ill - MANAGEMENT LETTER The St. Charles Parish Clerk of Court compensated some employees beyond ~7.SOJ_VEI3 amounts available in their sick leave accounts. These employees began to accrue negative sick leave and continuted getting paid for absent days. This was in violation of Article VII Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution. The amount of negative sick leave at June 30, 1996 and June 30, 1997 was $ 4,205 and $ 5,253, respectively, which was immaterial to the financial statements. 



 

CLERK OF COURT ST. CHARLES PARISH, LOUISIANA Management's Corrective Action Plan For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 
SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS NONENECESSARY SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AWARDS NOT APPLICABLE SECTION )11 - MANAGEMENT LET'IER 

NOT APPLICABLE 


