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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 
Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements and the conthining, individual fund, and account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Parish's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We did not audit the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 
Those statements represent 98% of both the assets and revenues of the discretely presented component units. The financial statements of those entities were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for those entities, is based on the reports of the other auditors. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, which statements reflect $2,580,046 and $1,707,889 of Special Revenue Funds' assets and revenues, respectively, $6,825,479 of general fixed assets and $28,828 of general long-term debt as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997. Those financial statements were audited by another auditor whose report has been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for the Ascension Parish Library, is based on the report of the other auditor. 

6811 Jefferson llighwa~ ~ Baton Rouge, IA 70806 * Business: (504) 927-9470 * Facsimile: (504) 927-9474 706 Railroad Avenue, I)onaldsonville, IA 70546 ~ Business: (504) 475-7719 An independent member of BKR Inten~alional 



Parish of Ascension April 24, 1998 Page 2 
The financial statements of the Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 were compiled by other accountants and their report thereon, dated April 1, 1997, stated they did not audit or review those financial statements and, accordingly, express no opinion or other form of assurance on them. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit and the reports of other auditors provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, based upon our audit and the reports of other auditors, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the PARI~;H OF ASCENSION as of December 3 l, 1997, and the results of its operations and the cash flows of its proprietary fund types for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Also, in our opinion, the combining, individual fund, and account group financial statements referred to above, present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of each of the individual funds and account groups of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, at December 31, 1997, and the results of operations of such funds for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated April 24, 1998, on our consideration of the Parish of Ascension's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards on pages 111 and 112 is presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by U.S. Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations, and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the Parish of Ascension. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements, and, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

Certified Public Accountants Baton Rouge, Louisiana April 24, 1998 



 
ASCENSION PARISH COUNCIL ALL FUND TYPES, ACCOUNT GROUPS AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNITS 

ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments Accounts receivable, net Due from other governments Due from other funds lnvetuo~' Restricted assets Other assets Prepaid insurance Fixed assets Amount available in debt service funds Amount to be provided for retirement of general Iong-tsrm debt 
LIABILITIES Accounts payable and accrued liabilities Contracts payable Contribution to retirement system Due to other governments Due to other funds Dcferred revenue Due to taxing bodies Payable from restricted assets Unsettled deposits Claims payable Long-tarm payables Total liabilities FUND BALANCE Investment in general fixed assets Contributed capital Customers Federal grants Retained earnings Designated - subsequent years expenditures Reserved - revenue bonds Reserved - replacements Unreserved Fund balance Reserved for inventory Reserved for self-insurance Reserved for debt service Designated - subsequent year expenditures Dndesignated Total fund balance 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET December 31. 1997 
1,000 $ 978,533 376,779 154,178 
5O0 

Governmental Fund Types Special Debt Revenue Service 2,776,521 $ 1,941,612 6,469,139 361,395 2,247,193 
242,273 

$ 24,038,133 
367,631 $ 29,187 ,102,739 

224,190 3,263,688 524,744 77,258 

$=~= 4,089,880 564,626 $ 148,239 1,866,205 ~20333 
,499,557 2,699,803 

11~33 2,225,175 19.113.155 

Capital Projects $ 1,786,413 10,548,330 
727,681 

$ 
481,225 

481,225 

3,574,338 34,317 

58,371 313,724 

470,866 

9,114,465 3A77.093 11,433 21,338,330 3,608,655 12,591,558 Total liabilities and fund balances $ 1,510,990 $ 24,038,133 $ 4,089,880 $ 13,062,d24 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 3 



PropdetaD' Fund T~pe Internal Sen*ice 279,499 ,449,992 
Fiduciary Fund Type -- A[~ency $ 

$ t,941,351 $ 
23,573 $ 

435.739 
459,312 

26,870 
1,455.169 

1,482,039 $ 1,941,351 $ 

Account Groups Totals 
$ 
General Fixed Assets General (Memorandum Only) Long-term Debt Primary' Government 

$ 584,736 

$ 

3,608,845 17,487,544 $ 21,096,389 

Component Units 5,067,623 $ 7,482,128 27,788,358 7,863,443 7,972,416 3,115,524 738,174 232,226 3,206,310 207,448 383,783 8,727,347 242,773 275,351 211,860 2,903 34,345,562 11,207.604 3,608,845 
$ 100,669,465 $ 39,532.393 

$ $ 

34,345,562 

34,345,562 

1,014,201 $ 313,724 762,162 3,067,715 601,958 
435.739 21,096,389 21,096,389 

$ 21,096,389 

27,291,888 
34,345,562 
26,870 
1,455,169 
3,574,338 11,373,957 22,601,681 

Totals (Memorandum Onl)) Reportin[~ Entity" 

40,201,858 
2,363,885 $ 
10,628 346,043 1,009,632 29,699 1,778,356 317.400 

3,378,086 313,724 762.162 10,628 3.413,758 601,958 1,009,632 29,699 1,778,356 435,739 21.413.789 
4.382,825 58,885 221,500 
22,365 ~319 22,744,123 962 776,069 
510 5,462,192 33,676,750 $ 39,532,393 

38,728,387 58,885 221,500 26,870 22.365 7,319 24,199.292 962 776,069 3,574,338 11,374,467 28,063.873 107,054,327 $ 140,201,858 



 



~w 



 PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL, SPECIAL REVENUE, DEBT SERVICE AND CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND TYPES 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Licenses and permits lntergovemmcntal Charges for services Fines imd forfeitures Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPENDITURES C,-~ner~d govcrnrn~.n'~ Public safety Public works Health and welfare Culture and recreation Intcrgovernmcntal Debt service Capita/projects Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 Genera Variance - flvorabl~ Budget Actual (unfavorable) Budget Variance - favorable _(unfavorable) $ 992,060 $ 998,134 $ 6,074 $ 20,301,568 $ 22,247,589 $ 1,946,021 1,152,400 1,193,985 41,585 925,509 953,428 27,919 1,647,642 1,738,598 90,956 56,985 51,337 (5,648) 61,000 64,278 3,278 23.150 23~743 593 . 1,969,314 I 59g 080 . (371,234) 3,093tl 19 3,169,290 76,171 24,036+509 25,699,882 1,663,373 
4.292~39 379,850 181,010 34.900 
3~66~07 398.946 172.888 33.065 7.500 

325.g32 (19,096) 8.122 1.835 
369A90 1,765,071 8.068.630 1.895.415 3.335.906 46,000 
345429 1.725,592 7,841.123 1,772.293 2.714,969 45.983 30.000 

4,887,799 4,578,606 309,193 15,471+512 14,475,859 . 995.653 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (I,794~680) (1,409,316) 385 364 8,564~997 I1 224 023 -. 2,659,026 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds from issuance of long-term debt Operating transfers in Operating transfers out 2.465,820 2,073,537 (391.983) (I,117,700) (1.118,059)~  6,450,991 6,385,639 (65,352) (15,07~683) (16,311,746) .. (1,232,063) Total other financing sources (uses) 1,347,820 , 955,478 ~  ~  (9,926,107). (I,297,415) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year Residual equity transfer from Criminal Court Fund End of year 
446.966 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 7 

20,040,414 



I)ebl Service 
Budget Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

Capital Projects Variance - favorable Bud~  Actual 200 $ 250 $ 50 $ - $ - $ 6,490 6,490 
241,280 - 334 946 , 93,666 399~350 428 t61 28)811 241~480 - 335 196 93~716 405~840 434,651 2881J 

2,771,050 2,771,434 
116,400 116,332 68 
3,515~821 3 052 349 463,472 2 771 050 . 2,771,434 (384) 3,632,221 3 168 681 463,540 

~ . (2,436,238) 93,332 (3,226,381)~  492,351 
2,621,830 2,624,898 3,068 (168,200). (173,959) (5,759) 609,950 609,954 (4) 5,460,320 7,157,306 1,696,986 (748,4161 (4,537) 2,453,630 . 2 450 939 (2,691) 5,326,391 7 01g 844 1,692,453 
3,593,954 

Exhibit A-2 



 
Exhibit A-3 PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNITS COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS 

OPERATING REVENUES Charges for services Patient revenue, net Insurance premiums Interest, net Miscellaneous Total operating revenues OPERATING EXPENSES Cost Of Water Depreciation Maintenance Professional services Management fees Insurance premiums Insurance claims Bad debts Misccllancous Hospitals Total operating expenses Operating income (loss) 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 

NONOPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES) Taxes Interest Grants Miscellaneous Other Net nonoperating revenues (expenses) Net income (loss) RETAINED EARNINGS Beginning of year End of year 

Interns Service 
605,483 86,890 
692,373 
84,413 278,297 167,024 
529,734 

Component Units 262,940 19,166,934 
95,553 19.525,427 
116,708 722,990 49,662 7,996 47,227 
8,395 13,393 23~945,399 24,911,770 

Totals (Memorandum Only) 1997 262,940 9,166,934 605,483 86,890 95.553 20,217,800 
116,708 722,990 49,662 92,409 47,227 278,297 167,024 8,395 13,393 23 945 399 25.441.504 162j639 (5,386,343) (52223,704) 

955,500 595,764 440,863 (540) 8~829 
955,500 595,764 440,863 (540) 8,829 

162,639 (3.385.927) (3,223,288) 
1,319,400 26~ 159,734 27.479.134 $ 1:482~039 $ 22t7731807 $ 24,255,846 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 9 



Exhibit A-4 PARISIt OF ASCENSION A LL PROPRI ETAR'Y FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNITS COMBINED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 
For the year ended December 31, 1997 

CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING ACTMTIES Net income 0oss) Adjusm~ents of nel income (loss): DepreciaUon Loss on disposition of assets Provision for bad debts Chtmge in operating assets and liabilities: Accounts receivable Restricted assets Prepaid insurance Assessments receivable and related interest Other assets Inventory Accounts payable and accrued liabilities Due to other funds Payables from restricted assets Due to other governments Estimated third-party payor seflements 
Net cash provided by (used by) operating activities CASH FLOW FROM INVESTING ACTMTIES ,Decrease in Jnveslments CASH FLOWS FROM CAPITAL AND RELATED FINANCING ACTMTIES Acquisition of capital assets Payment on long term debt Capital contributed by customers Net cash used for capital and related financing activities 
Decrease in cash CASH Beginning of period End of period 

Internal Service Totals Component (Memorandum Only) Unils 1997 162,639 $ (3,385,927) $ (3,223,288) 
6355 62,352 
(25,383) 
37,449 
243,812 

723,134 1,220 2,112,819 (1,289,301) 2,298,154 (5) 2,391 (45,873) 29,182 822,760 9,093 16,420 10,628 (9,759,050) 

723,134 1,220 2,112,819 (1,282,546) 2,298,154 62,347 2,391 (45,873) 29,182 797,377 9,093 16,420 10,628 (9,721,601) 
(8,454,355) (8,210,543) 
6,680,030 
(346,528) (4,00O) 3,170 (346,528) (4,000) 3,17o 
(347,358) (347,358) 198,341 (2,121,683) (1,923,342) 

81,158 2,830,348 $ 279,499 $ 627,507 $ 907,006 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 10 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNITS 

ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments Accounts receivable, net Due from other govcmments Due from other funds InventoD, Restricted assets Other assets Prepaid insurance Fixed assets Amount to be provided for rclilement of compensated absences 
LIABILITIES Accounts payable and accrued liabilities Due to other governments Due to other- funds Due to taxing bodies Payable from restricted assets Unsettled deposits Long - term payable Total liabilities FUND BALANCE Investment in general fixed assets Contributed capital Customers Federal grants Retained earnings Reserved - revenue bonds Reserved - replacements Un~served Fund balance Reserved for inventory Reserved for self- insurance I)~signatcd - subsequent year expenditures Undesignated Total fund balance To1Jd liabilities and fund balances (1) For the )'car ended December 3 l, 1996 (2) For the year ended March 31,1997 (3) For the year ended June 30,1997 (4) For the year ended August 31, 1997 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET December 3 I. 1997 
Indigent Distriel Clerk Parish Defender Attorney [1) Sheriff [3) tffCourt [3) Assessor It) Court [3) Board [I) $ 127,645 149,681 2,225 67.855 

2,160 224.124 

$ 4,144,664 249,598 962 776,069 
2,849,508 

$ 1,479,516 1,300,000 108,754 207,448 
474,275 34,636 

$ 650,1]5 $ 10,529 54,600 
102,262 

Crimina Court 93,448 $ 169.007 $ 18,731 17,578 40,469 39,346 
40,020 

$ 161,560 $ 191,553 $ 6,414 $ 7,291 $ 1,022 $ 1,009,632 
216~764 
207,448 1,778,356 34~636 

361 $ 21,467 18,305 
161.560 1,417~949 2,0261854 7~291 1~022 361 39,772 224,124 2,849,508 474,275 I02,262 40,020 

962 776,069 188,006 2,976,313 1~103~500 , 707,953 110~004 209.115 18 3.~05 412fl30 6~602~852 1,577,775 810~215 150,024 209,115_ 18 3~05 $ 5731690 $ 810201801 $ 3t6041629 ~ 817r506 $ 1511046 $ 209a476 $ 551077 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 11 



Civic Center 5 2,332 
Communication East West (Compiled) Waterworks Judicial Ascension Ascension Waterworks District Expense (1~ Hospital (2) Hospital (4) ~  $ 108,989 $ 121,493 $ 86,039 20,589 9,878 
676,842 15,794 

116,954 $ 220,460 ,500,000 4,769,204 ,749,628 931,320 
247,352 7,905,563 204,252 135,469 67,877 923,309 

$ 218,103 $ 23,152 
12,399 1,075 207.152 

6,619 $ 14,067 
32,116 1,062 1,828 68,089 

Sewerage Water~orks District District No. 6 No. 7 

1,2oo . 209.094 

Exhibit A-5 

7,863,443 3,115,524 232,226 207,448 383,783 8,727,347 275,351 2,903 11~07,604 .. 34,636 $ 4T837 $ 8921459 $ 147r165 $ 171140t884 $ 710471639 $ 4611881 $ 1231781 $ 2531462 $ 25.060 $ 39T532r393 
$ 416 $ 195,297 $ 5,606 $ 1,501,017 $ 235,728 $ 8,716 

10,509 
1~416 195~297 

510 2,911 

676,842 15,794 

20,320 . 125~765 

$ 14,381 $ 
4,130 
12,056 $ - 10,628 120,290 15,060 

$ 2,363,885 10,628 346,043 1,009,632 29,699 1,778,356 317,400 1~501,017 235,728 19,225 84~511 132~346 25,688 . 5a855~643 

5,639,867 6,811,911 
38,385 175.500 2~500 46,000 22,365 7,319 (56,914) (628) 

4,382,825 58,885 221.500 22,365 7,319 22,744,123 962 776,069 510 , 5,462,192 3,421 697,162_ 141,559 15,639,867 6,811,911 442,656 39,270 121,116 1"628) 33,676,750 $ 4T837 $ 8921459 $ 147~165 $ 171140r884 $ 7T047a639 $ 4611881 $ 1231781 $ 2531462 $ 25a060' $ 391532T393 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE COMPONENT UNITS 

REVENUES "[axes lntetgovemmental Charges for services Fines ~md forfeitures Miscellaneous 
EXPENDITURES General government Sheriff Culture and recreation Total expenditures 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES For the year ended December 31, 1997 
District Clerk Attorney (I) Sheriff(3) of Court (3) Assessor (1) 
962,665 434,425 ~ 9~860 1,406,950 
1,359,664 

- 1~359,664 

4,657,757 754,133 1,941,320 347.921 7,701.13 
~ 7,645,672 
7.645.672 

$ 
-- 79,550 1.550.768 
1,345,559 
!,345,559 

81,900 
608,092 689.992 
595,115 . 595.115 Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues over expenditures 47~286 55~459 205~209 948~777 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in General Fund Recreation Fund Total other financing sources Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year Residual equity transfer to General Fund Endofye~ 

(I) For the year ended December 31, 1996 (2) For the year ended March 31, 1997 (3) For the year ended June 30. 1997 (3) For the yeas ended August, 1997 

47,286 55,459 205.209 94.877 
140,720 3,697,885 898,29 613,076 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 13 



 

Indigent Parish Defender Courl (3) Board (1) 
$ 130.874 -- 2,279 133.153 

22,456 

$ 
337,252 

-- 337,252 

Crimina Court 
374,895 15,136 390.03 

330,897 457,498 
122~456 330.897 
0.697 

457.498 

Civic Center Communication District 
$ 2,605 7.952 20,557 

24~584 

Judicial Expense (I) 
229,924 247219 254.143 
760,866 

24,584 760:866 

$ 4,102 2.033 

Exhibit A-6 

Totals 
4,657,757 1,798,698 4,334,468 712,147 1.097.042 1167135 -- 12,600,112 9,960 

9.960 
4,992,015 7,645,672 24.584 ~ 12,662,271 

-- 6,355 (67,467) (4,027) (506,723)_ 96,175 - (62,159) 
03,300 7,500 103~300 7T500 

103,300 7~500 I 10~800 
0,697 6,355 35,833 3,473 (506,723) 96,175 48,64 
99,307 202,760 777 (18,305) 527,043 29,590 6,209,397 (18,305) 



 
Exhibit A-7 PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED PROPRIETARY FUND TYPE COMPONENT UNITS 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS (ACCUMULATED DEFICIT) For the year ended December 31, 1997 East West (Compiled) Waterworks Ascension Ascension Waterworks District Hospital (2) Hospital (4) District No. 2 (1~ No. 4 (4) OPERATING REVENUES Charges for services $ Patient revenue, net 15,887,647 Miscellaneous 95~553 $ - $ 132,402 $ 3,279,287 
Total operating revenues 15~983~200 3,279,287 OPERATING EXPENSES Cost of water Depreciation Maintenance Professional services Management fc6s Bad debts Miscellaneous Hospitals 

597.197 93.685 
20.289.186 Total operating expenses 20,886,383 3~656,213 3.749.898 Operating income (loss) (4,903,183) {470~611) NONOPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES) Taxes 2,944 Interest 345,286 Grants 415,863 Miscellaneous Other Net nonoperating revenues (expenses) 764.093 

952,556 247,674 25.000 
225.230 

93,137 $ 
Sewerage Waterworks District District Totals NO. 6 No. 7 37,401 $ 262,940 19,166,934 95,553 132.402 93.137 37.401 19.525.427 

54,265 7,432 8,100 5,078 33,625 4,028 4,229 
62,443 3,875 4,553 2,918 13,602 2,092 5.751 

116~757 95,234 15.645 
4,760 47 
4.807 

20,801 37,009 
2,275 2.785 
62.870 

628 
628 

116,708 722,990 49,662 7,996 47,227 8,395 13,393 23.945.399 24.911.770 (2,097) (25,469) (628) (5,386,343 
(3,414) 1,458 (83) (504) 
(3,497} 

8,829 
9.783 

955,500 595,764 440,863 (540 8,829 
Net income ~ansfe~ed to retained earnings (4,139,090) 754,619 20,452 (5,594) (15,686) (628) (3,385,923 RETAINED EARNINGS (ACCUMULATED DEFICIT) Beginning of year 19~778,957 6,057~292 208,319 (21~636) 136~802 26,159a73t Endofyear $ 15~639;867 $ 6r811r911 ,$ 228t771 $ (27t230) $ 121~116 $ ~628) $ 22r773~80'; ( I ) For the year ended December 31, 1996 (2) For the year ended March 31, 1997 (3) For the year ended June 30, 1997 (4) For the year ended August 3 I, 1997 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 15 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES STATEMENT PRESENTATION 

_Exhibil A-8 

The Ascension Parish Council (the Council) is the governing authority for Ascension Parish (the Parish) and is a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana. The Council, under the provisions of the Ascension Parish Home Rule Charter, which was effective January 1, 1994, enacts ordinances, sets policy and establishes programs in such fields as social welfare, transportation, drainage, public safety, and health services. The accompanying financial statements conform, except where otherwise noted, to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) applicable to government units. REPORTING ENTITY The financial reporting entity consists of (1) the primary government (all funds under the auspices of the Parish President and the Parish of Ascension), (2) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (3) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Financial Reporting Entity, established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Parish of Ascension for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria are as follows: Legal status of the potential component unit including the right to incur its own debt, levy its own taxes and charges, expropriate property in its own name, sue and be sued, and the right to buy, sell and lease property in its own name. o Whether the Parish governing authority (Ascension Parish Council and/or Parish President) appoints a majority of board members of the potential component unit. o Fiscal interdependency between the Parish and the potential component unit. o Imposition of will by the Parish on the potential component unit 
o Financial benefit/burden relationship between the Parish and the potential component unit. Based on the previous criteria, Ascension Parish management has included the following component units in the financial reporting entity. 



 Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) Blended Component Units The following component units are reported as part of the primary government in the General Purpose Financial Statements of the Parish of Ascension. East and West Ascension Drainage Districts No. 1 The East and West Ascension Drainage Districts provide maintenance, improvements, and repairs to the gravity drainage systems in their respective parts of the Parish. Financing is provided primarily by ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and dedicated sales taxes. The fiscal year for the Districts is the calendar year. Health Unit The Health Unit operates the Parish Health Unit. Financing is provided primarily by ad valorem taxes and state revenue sharing. The fiscal year for the Health Unit is the calendar year. Mental Health Center The Mental Health Center provides that portion of the operations of the Parish mental health center not provided by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse. Financing is provided by ad valorem taxes and state revenue sharing. The fiscal year for the Center is the calendar year. Fire Protection District No. 1 The Fire Protection District No. l offers maintenance and operation of a fire protection system consisting of 8 fire service units: Modeste Volunteer, Geismar Volunteer, Prairieville, Fifth District, St. Amant, Sorrento, Seventh District Volunteer and Gonzales. Financing is provided by sales and use tax funds which are distributed among the service units. The fiscal year for the District is the calendar year. Recreation Commission 
The Recreation Commission provides recreational activities for the Parish. The Commission is funded primarily by an annual budgetary dedication of six and two-thirds percent of the one-percent parish wide sales tax. The fiscal year for the Commission is the calendar year. Tourist Commission The Commission promotes local tourism. The Tourist Commission collects sales taxes on the room rentals of hotels and motels. The fiscal year for the Commission is the calendar year. 
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Exhibit A-g Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) Blended Component Units (Continued) Ascension Parish Library The Library provides citizens of the Parish access to library materials, books, magazines, records, and films. It is used to account for the collection of a parish-wide ad valorem tax dedicated to the maintenance of the library system. The fiscal year for the Library is the calendar year. Discrete Component Units 

District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District (for the year ended December 31, 1996) Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (for the year ended December 31 1996) The tbllowing agencies are also reported in the component units columns of the General Purpose Financial Statements: Ascension Parish Sheriff The Sheriff is an elected official as provided for in the State Constitution. The Sheriff of Ascension Parish is a legally separate entity. The Parish provides funding for the Sheriffs facilities and equipment including the correctional institution (Ascension Parish Prison). The Sheriffs financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1997, are included in this report. Ascension Parish Clerk of Court The Ascension Parish Clerk of Court is a legally separate parish entity established by the state constitution. The Parish goveming authority (Ascension Parish Council) is required by statute to fund certain equipment, facilities, and binding of permanent records in the office of the Clerk of Court. The Clerk's office provides its own operating budget funds from fees and charges. The Clerk of Court's financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1997, are presented in this report. Ascension Parish Assessor 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) Discrete Component Units (Continued) Ascension Parish Communication District The Communication District is a legally separate entity. The Parish appoints all members to the District's Board of Commissioners. The District's financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1996, are presented in this report. Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension Judicial Expense Fund 
The Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension Judicial Expense Fund is a legally separate entity established under state statutes. The Parish Court's financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1997, are presented in this report. Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund 
The Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund was established in 1995 under Act No. 435 which was amended to Title 13 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. The Expense Fund was established for the purpose of paying expenses for the Court deemed necessary by the Judges for efficient operations of the court. The Expense Fund's financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1996, are presented in this report. 
Sewerage District No. 6 of Ascension Parish The Sewerage District is a legally separate entity. The Parish has advanced funds for serving debt issued by the District; therefore, the District has recorded amounts due to the Parish. Related Organizations The tbllowing entities were established pursuant to state statutes for various public purposes within Ascension Parish. The Council appoints and removes the board members of each respective agency. Each agency is fiscally independent from the Parish, issues its debt, approves its budgets, and sets its rates and charges. The primary government has no authority to designate management, or approve or modify rates. The Parish is not obligated for the debt issues of these agencies. Each &these component units is listed below along with its fiscal year end. East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 West Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 7 

March 31, 1997 August 31, 1997 December 31, 1996 August 31, 1997 December 31, 1997 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OFSIGNIF1CANTACCOUNT1NG POLICIES (CONTINUED) REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) Related Organizations (Continued) Complete financial statements of the Parish component units can be obtained at the Office of the Legislative Auditor of the Stale of Louisiana, 1600 North Third Street, P. O. Box 94937, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 or at the following administrative offices: District Atlorney P. O. Box 279 Napoleonville, LA 70390 Ascension Parish Sheriff P. O. Box 268 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 Ascension Parish Clerk of Court P.O. 192 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 Ascension Parish Assessor P. O. Box 544 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 Ascension Parish Court P. O. Box 1910 Gonzales, LA 70737 Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender 828 South Irma Blvd. Gonzales, LA 70737 Twenty-Third District Judicial Expense Fund 828 South Irma Blvd. Gonzales, LA 70737 Ascension Parish Communication District P. O. Box 268 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 East Ascension Hospital Service District 615 East Worth R. Gonzales, LA 70737 West Ascension Hospital Service District P. O. Box 186 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 P. O. Box 6 White Castle, LA 70788 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 P. O. Box 6 White Castle, LA 70788 
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Exhibit A-B Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) FUND ACCOUNTING The accounts of the Parish are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, equity, revenues and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be expended and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds and account groups of the primary government presented in the financial statements are described as follows: Governmental Fund Types 
Governmental funds are those through which most governmental functions of the Parish are financed. The acquisition, use, and balances of expendable financial resources and related liabilities of the Parish are accounted for through governmental funds. Measurement is focused upon determining changes in financial position, rather than net income. The following are the governmental fund types of the Parish: General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Parish. It is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. Special Revenue Funds - Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. Additionally, the general fund of each component unit is reported as a special revenue fund. Debt Service Funds - Debt service funds are used to account for the accumulation of resources for, and the payment of, general long-term debt principal, interest and related costs. Capital Projects Funds - Capital projects funds are used to account for financial resources to be used for the acquisition or construction of major capital facilities (other than those financed by Proprietary Funds). 
Proprietary Fund Types Enterprise Funds - Enterprise funds are used to account for operations (1) that are financed and operated in a manner similar to private business enterprises - where the intent of the governing body is that the costs and expenses, including depreciation, of providing goods or services to the general public on a continuing basis be financed or recovered primarily through user charges; or (2) where the governing body has decided that periodic determination of revenues earned, expenses incurred, and/or net income is appropriate for capital maintenance, public policy, management control, accountability, or other purposes. 



 
Exhibi~ A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) FUND ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) Internal Service Funds - Internal Service funds are used to account for the financing of goods and services provided by one department or agency to other departments or agencies of the government and to other government units, on a cost reimbursement basis. The proprietary fund type consists of a partial self-insurance program as an internal service fund. Fiduciary Fund Types - Fiduciary fund types are used to account for assets held by the Parish in a trustee capacity or as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments and/or other funds. Agency Funds - Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. The Parish's Agency Fund relates to assets held and obligation under participation in a deferred compensation plan. The assets are derived from elective contributions by employees who designate investment selections. Such assets are held and managed by a third party administrator. 

Account Groups Account groups are used to establish accounting control and accountability for the Parish's fixed assets and general long-term debt. The following are the account groups of the Parish: General Fixed Assets Account Group - This group of accounts represents a summary of the fixed assets of the Parish. Capital expenditures are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types at the time of purchase and are subsequently recorded, at cost, for control purposes, in the general fixed assets account group. 
In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles for governmental entities, depreciation is not recorded on general fixed assets. General Long-Term Debt Account Group - This group of accounts represents a summary of the long-term debt of the Parish. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) Governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting wherein revenues are recognized in the accounting period in which they become available and measurable. Expenditures are recognized in the accounting period in which the liability is incurred, if measurable, except for unmatured interest on general long-term debt which is recognized when due. The modified accrual basis of accounting as applied to the major sources of revenue is as follows: Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing (which is based on population and homesteads in the Parish) are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15th of each year, and become delinquent after December 31 st. The taxes are generally collected in December of the current year and January and February of the following year. Sales taxes are recorded when in the possession of the intermediary collecting agent and are recognized as revenue at that time. Federal and state aid and grants are recorded as revenue when the Parish is entitled to the funds, generally corresponding to when grant related costs are incurred by the Parish. Interest income on investments is recorded when investments mature and income is received All proprietary funds are accounted for on a flow of economic resources measurement focus and a determination of net income and capital maintenance. With this measurement focus, all assets and all liabilities associated with the operation of these funds are included on the balance sheet. The proprietary funds use the accrual basis of accounting and applies all applicable FASB pronouncements in accounting and reporting for its proprietary operations. Revenues are recognized when earned, and expenses are recognized at the time liabilities are incurred. BUDGETPOLICYANDBUDGETARYACCOUNTING The Home Rule Charter for the Parish outlines procedures for adopting a budget for funds of the primary government. 1. No later than seventy five days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year, the President is to submit detailed operating and capital budgets for all funds. The budgets submitted are to be balanced. 2. The Parish Council may amend the budget, except that the debt service shall not be reduced below the amount necessary to service the debt nor shall a fund deficit be created. 3, The Parish Council shall publish the budget summary at least ten days prior to conducting a public hearing. 



Exhibil A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) BUDGET POLICY AND BUDGETARV ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) 4. The Parish Council is to adopt the budget not less than thirty days before the commencement of the applicable fiscal year. 5. Once adopted, the President is able to transfer part or all of any appropriation within a department of a fund; however, the authority for other budget amendments resides with the Parish Council. The budgets are to be prepared consistent with the accounting method used for the applicable fund and are amended periodically for changes in projected activity. At the end of each fiscal year, unexpended appropriations automatically lapse. The portion of unreserved fund balance of individual funds designated for subsequent year's expenditures represents the extent to which the fund balance is used to balance the subsequent year's operating budget of that fund, as reflected in the legally adopted budget. CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTMENTS Cash and cash equivalents for the primary government includes cash accounts for payroll, HUD Section 8, building permits, Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 and each individual fund's share of the consolidated cash account. A consolidated bank account has been established for the primary government into which substantially all monies are deposited and from which most disbursements are made. In addition, investment purchases are charged and maturities are deposited to the consolidated bank account. The purpose of the consolidation of bank accounts was to provide administra- tive efficiency and to maximize investment earnings. The accounts entitled "Cash and Cash Equivalents" and "Investments" are therefore composed of a fund's pro rata share of the cash balance in the consolidated cash account plus its pro rata share of investments made through the investment of excess cash. Each fund shares in the investment earnings according to its average cash, cash equivalent, and investments balance, prorated among funds. The investment policies of the Parish are governed by state statutes and an adopted Council Investment Policy that includes depository and custodial contract provisions. Under the provisions of the Parish's investment policy, the Parish Treasurer is authorized to invest Parish funds in accordance with L.R.S. 39:1211-1245 and 33:2955 which include, but are not limited to, United States Treasury Bonds, Treasury Notes, Treasury Bills, and fully collateralized interest bearing checking accounts and certificates of deposit. Other investment policy provisions require depositories to insure or collateralize all deposits in accordance with state law and require securities collateralizing deposits to be held by an independent third party with whom the Parish has a custodial agreement. Investment policies of the Parish discrete component units can be found in the individual component unit audit reports. 
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Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) CASit, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTMENTS (CONTINUED) 

Investments, which include time certificates of deposit and U.S. government securities with original maturities in excess of three months, are stated at the lower of cost or market. SHORT-TERMINTERFUNDRECEIVABLES~AYABLES During the course of operations, numerous transactions occur between individual funds. These receivables and payables are classified as due from other fimds or due to other funds on the balance sheet and result primarily from participation in the consolidated cash account. INVENTORIES In the primary government's governmental fund types, inventories of supplies are recorded as expenditures at the time of purchase. BAD DEBTS Uncollectible amounts due for ad valorem taxes and other receivables are recognized as bad debts through the use of an allowance account or charged off at the time information becomes available which would indicate that the particular receivable is not collectible. FIXFD ASSETS AND DEPRECIATION Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) of the primary government are accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types when purchased. All fixed assets have been valued at cost. Fixed assets consisting of improvements (other than buildings), such as roads, curbs and gutters, streets and sidewalks, drainage systems, and lighting systems, have not been capitalized. Such assets are normally immovable and of value only to the Parish. Therefore, the purpose of stewardship for such capital expenditures is satisfied without recording these assets. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets, nor has interest been capitalized. Proprietary component unit fixed assets are recorded and depreciated using the straight-line method. Estimated useful lives, in years, for depreciable assets are as follows: Buildings and improvements Equipment 20 - 50 years 5 - 20 years 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) LONG-TERM DEBT 
Long-term liabilities that are financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. 
Sales tax revenue bonds are secured by sales tax revenues. Payment of such debt is providcd by sales tax reventle transferred to the appropriate debt service fund. 
General obligation bonds are repaid from property taxes. These property taxes are shown as revenues in each general obligation bond debt service fund. RESERVES AND DESIGNATIONS OF EQUITY Some portions of fund balance and/or retained earnings are reserved to indicate that a portion of equity is legally restricted to a specific future use and is not available for appropriation or expenditure. 
Designated portions of fund balance indicate tentative future spending plans, which may be changed and are subject to subsequent authorization before expenditures can be made. However, some designations have been legally authorized, such as the following: (a) "Designated for subsequent years' expenditures" is that portion of fund balance which has been earmarked to fund the following years' budgets, and (b) other designations are made for specific indicated purposes included in the title. 
TRANSFERS Advances between funds which are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as transfers. In those cases where repayment is expected, the advances are accounted for through the various interfund accounts. 
VACATION AND SICK LEAVE Employees of the primary government accrue twelve days of sick leave per year and ten to twenty-five days of vacation leave per year depending on length of service. Sick leave may be accumulated up to sixty days, while vacation leave may not exceed thirty days at any one time. Upon resignation or retirement, unused accumulated vacation leave is paid to the employee at the employee's current rate of pay. Upon death, unused vacation leave of up to thirty days is paid to the employee's heirs. Unused sick leave lapses. Details of the compensated absences liability for the Parish's discrete component units can be found in the separately issued financial statements of each component unit. 



 ~ ,2.,ah/hil_A~- Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
INSURANCE The primary government is partially self-insured for automobile, general, products and property liability claims on the first $30,000 per occurrence, not to exceed $125,000 in the aggregate. The Parish is also partially self-insured for all worker's compensation claims on the first $200,000 per occurrence, not to exceed $1,000,000 in the aggregate for a two year period. Reinsurance for losses in excess of self-insured amounts is carried by the Parish of Ascension. Estimated losses on claims are charged to expense in the period in which the loss is estimable. The Parish of Ascension utilizes an internal service fund to account for the transactions related to these self-insurance programs. 
TOTAL COLUMNS ON COMBINED STATEMENTS Total columns on the combined statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. NOTE 2 - CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 
The Parish maintains a consolidated cash management pool that is available for use by all funds except Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund and debt service funds. Each fund type's portion of the consolidated cash pool and the account balance of each fund type with a separate bank account are displayed on the combined balance sheet as "Cash and Cash Equivalents" or "Investments." Deposits At December 31, 1997, the carrying amount of the Parish's deposits was $5,064,562 and the bank balance was $5,752,270. The bank balance was secured by federal depository insurance and collateral held by the Parish's independent third party agent in the Parish's name. Certificates of deposit with an original maturity of 90 days or more totaling $3,400,000 are classified on the combined balance sheet as "Investments". The Parish's bank balance of deposits at December 31, 1997, is fully insured or collateralized with securities held by the Parish's agent in the Parish's name. 
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NOTE 2 - CASI1, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 
Investments 

Exhibit A-8 Continued 
The Parish's investments are insured, registered or held in safekeeping by the Parish's agent in the Parish's name. At December 31, 1997, the itavestments are comprised of: Cost Value U.S. Treasury Bills Investment in Deferred Compensation Plan $ 23,803,622 $ 24,258,568 584,736 584,736 $ 24,388,358 $ 24,843,304 
Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investments Summary The following is a reconciliation of the carrying amount of deposits and investments to "Cash and Cash Equivalents" and "Investments" for the Primary Government on the combined balance sheet. Cash and cash equivalents: Deposits $ Cash on hand Total cashand cash equivalents Investments: Deposits Investments Total investments Total 

5,064,562 3,061 5,067,623 
3,400,000 24,388,358 27,788,358 $ 32,855,981 

NOTE 3 - ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS Accounts receivable at December 31, 1997, were as follows Primary Government Ad valorem taxes Sales and use taxes Assessment fees receivable Other Total primary government 
5,394,276 1,436,492 510,190 631,458 7,972,416 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 3 - ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS (CONTINUED) Component Units Third-parly payors Patient accounts receivable Fees, charges, and commissions Sales and use tax Water fees Ad valorem Other Total component units 
Less allowance for doubtful accounts 

]13,444 3,654,632 94,075 211,405 41,848 14,250 327,517 4,457,171 
12,429,587 (1,341,647) $ 11,087,940 Due from other governments at December 31, 1997, consists of the following Primary Government State of Louisiana Stale Revenue Sharing $ Severance tax Department of Health & Hospitals Beer tax Emergency Preparedness Video Poker Hazard Mitigation Grant Other Total primary government Component Units State revenue sharing Department of Social Services Fines and forfeitures Other Total component units Total 

Food Stamp Program 

436,277 58,730 4,920 14,134 3,514 67,471 142,500 10,628 738,174 
54,600 27,358 130,390 19,878 232,226 $ 970,400 

The Food Starnp Program is operated by the Parish under an agreement with the State of Louisiana Department of Social Services. Under this program, the Council is responsible for the issuance of food stamps to eligible participants in the Parish. The value of food stamps on hand, received, and issued is not recorded in the accompanying statements. The Parish discontinued administering the program in November 1997. 
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NOTE 4- AD VALOREM TAXES 
Exhibit A-8 Continued 

For the year ended December 31, 1997, taxes of $5,414,042 were levied on property by the primary government with assessed valuations totaling $418,661,110 and were dedicated as follows: 
General: Outside municipal limits Inside municipal limits East Ascension Drainage West Ascension Drainage Lighting Districts Health Unit Mental Health Unit Library Maintenance Library Sinking Fund Council on Aging 

Per $1,000 
2.86 2.86 5.03 5.35 1.00 - 5.00 2.00 .50 4.22 .70 1.50 Information concerning ad valorem taxes for the Parish's discretely presented component units can be found in the separately issued financial statements of each component unit. 

NOTE 5- RESTRICTED ASSETS Restricted assets of the discretely presented component units at December 31, 1997, were as follows: Cash and cash equivalents Investments Due from operating accounts Assessments and accrued interest receivable 
Less allowance for doubtful accounts Total 

816,332 7,905,563 4,252 70,092 8,796,239 (68,892) 8,727,347 



NOTE 6 - FIXED ASSETS 
Exhibil A-8 Continued 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets for the primary government for the year ended December 31, 1997, is as follows: 
Land and buildings Vehicles Field equipment Office equipment Library materials 

Beginning of Year $ 19,561,268 3,744,834 3,722,170 1,955,673 2,148,082 

Nel Additions $ 1,143,556 623,457 706,120 484,825 255,577 

End of Year $ 20,704,824 4,368,291 4,428,290 2,440,498 2.403.659 $ 31,132,027 $ 3,213,535 $ 34,345,562 
A summary of changes in fixed assets for component units is as follows 
District Attorney Office equipment $ Ascension Parish Sheriff Equipment Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Building improvemenls Vehicles Office equipment Ascension Parish Assessor Vehicles Office equipment Ascension Parish Court Office equipmem Ascension Parish Judicial Expense Fund Building improvements Equipment East Ascension Hospital Service District Land and building Equipment Vehicles West Ascension Hospital Service District Land and building Equipment Office equipment Construction in progress Ascension Parish Water Works District 2 Wa:ter System Ascension Parish Water Works District 4 Water System 

Balance Beginning of Year 191,972 $ 2,754,280 148,729 18,731 283,482 51,231 40,382 40,675 
8,365,476 5,222,562 27,345 1,490,152 763,516 33,257 7,941 368,572 154,536 

Net Additions (Deletions) 32,152 $ 95,228 
23,333 
10,649 (655) 2,822 12,972 26,934 (51,542) 
162,5o3 49,311 36,351 1,248 460 

Balance End of Year 224,124 2,849,508 148,729 18,731 306,815 51,231 51,031 40,020 2,822 12,972 8,392,410 5,171,020 27,345 1,652,655 812,827 33,257 44,292 369,820 154~96 



NOTE 6- FIXED ASSETS (CONTINUED) 
Sewerage District No. 6 Sewer system Ascension Parish Communication District Building improvements Equipment 
Less accumulated depreciation: East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works Distict 2 Ascension Parish Water Works Distict 4 Sewerage District No. 6 

NOTE 7-LONG-TERM DEBT 

416,039 
45,040 20,118 $ 20,444,036 

DEBT OUTSTANDING - PRIMARY GOVERNMENT 

611,684 

.Exhibil A-8 Continued 

416,039 
45,040 631,802 $ 1,013,450 21,457,486 
(8,173,640) (1,619,722) (162,668) (86,907) (206,945) $ 11,207,604 

The following is a summary of long-term debt transactions for the primary government for the year ended December 31, 1997: 
Public improvement General obligation Certificate of indebtedness Special Assessment Promissory notes Acclued vacation leave 

Beginning of Year Additions Deletions $ 20,660,000 195,000 730,000 
85,000 217,336 

End of Year $ 1,340,000 $19,320,000 
606,900 249,653 

195,000 75,000 
37,500 
655,000 606,900 47,500 466,989 $ 21,887,336 $ 856,553 $ 1,647,500 $ 21,096,389 

Long-term debt obligations for the primary government at December 31, 1997, are comprised of the following individual issues: 
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NOTE 7- LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) DEBT OUTSTANDING - PRIMARY GOVERNMENT (CONTINUED) Public Improvement Bonds" Sales and Use Tax" District No. I and 2 

Exhibit A-8 Continued 

$1,810,000 public improvement sales tax refunding bonds dated August 1996; due in annual installments of $75,000 - $230,000 through 2007; interest at 5.4% - 4.1%. See Note 8 1,735,000 
East Ascension Major Drainage Sales and Use Tax $5,000,000 Drainage serial bonds dated December 1, 1988; due in annual installments of $200,000 - $215,000 through 1998; interest at 7.3% - 7.2%. See Note 8 $1,110,000 Drainage serial bonds dated December 1, 1989 due in annual installments of $45,000 - $50,000 through 1999; interest at 7.0% - 6.9%. See Note 8 

215,000 
95,000 $5,000,000 Drainage serial bonds dated February 1, 1990; due in annual installments of $190,000 - $220,000 through 1999; interest at 6.9% - 6.7%. See Note 8 425,000 $2,885,000 Drainage serial bonds dated June 1, 1993; due in annual installments of $95,000 - $130,000 through 2001; interest at 6.4% - 6.05%. See Note 8. $10,605,000 Drainage public improvement refunding bonds dated July 18, 1996; due in annual installments of $70,000 - $1,230,000 through 2011; interest at 5.55% - 3.6%. See Note 8 Total drainage sales and use tax bonds Sales Tax District No. 2 $7,000,000 serial bonds dated February 1, 1995; due in annual installments of $490,000 - $920,000 through 2005; interest at 9% - 5.6%. Total public improvement bonds 
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465,000 

11,615,000 

5,970,000 19,320,000 



NOTE 7- LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) Cert{~cate of Indebtedness 
Exhibit A-g Continued 

$800,000 Council on Aging certificate of indebtedness; due in annual installments of $70,000 - $110,000 through 2004; interest at 6%. 1; 655,000 Special Assessment Bonds $606,900 Paving Certificates Series 1997, due in March 2007. 606,900 
$67,500 non-interest bearing note due in armual installments of $7,500 through 2002. $70,000 non-interest bearing note due in annual installments of $30,000 through 1997 and $10,000 in 1998. Total promissory notes Accrued Vacation Leave Total long-term debt Debt Service Requirements to Maturity 

37,500 
10,000 47,500 466,989 $ 21,096,389 

The annual requirements to amortize outstanding long-term debt of the primary government at December 31, 1997, including interest payments of $6,582,643 are as follows: 
Mmurity 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003-2011 

Public Special Certificate Improvement Asessment of Promissory Bonds Bonds Indebtedness Notes $ 2,460,895 $ 2,468,651 2,489,519 2,495,389 2,504,960 13,166,633 

100,161 $ 89,436 85,156 81,483 77,934 342,476 
116,900 $ 112,100 112,150 116,750 115,900 228,050 

17,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 
Totals $ 25,586,047 $ 776,646 $ 801,850 $ 47,500 



NOTE 7- LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) Debt Sen'ice Requirements to Maturity (Continued) 
Exhibit A-8 Continued 

Normally, debt issues are not retired prior to their maturity. For accounting purposes, interest coupons issued in connection with the sale of various bond issues become obligations/expenditures of the Parish only with the passage of time, and they represent fixed and determinable obligations which must be retired from future revenues. The following table indicates unmatured interest outstanding at December 31, 1997, and the amounts which can be presumed to be required in future years for retirement of both outstanding debts and related interest of the general long-term debt group which will become due and payable over the remaining lives of the various debt issues: 

Public improvement bond General obligation debt Promissory notes Accrued vacation leave 
Totals 
Bond Restrictions 
Parish Sales Tax Bonds 

Amount to be Provided for Unmatured General Long- Interest Term Debt Coupons Total $ 16,005,627 $ 6,266,047 967,428 316,596 47,500 466,989 
$ 22,271,674 1,284,024 47,500 466,989 $ 17,487,544 $ 6,582,643 $ 24,070,187 

Under the terms of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds - Series 1987, 1995, and 1996, proceeds of the 1.5% parish sales and use tax are pledged and dedicated for the establishment and maintenance of the following bond funds: Public Improvement Sales Tax Bond - Series 1987, 1995 and Sales Tax Refunding Bonds - Series 1996 - Sinking Fund to be used for the payment of the principal and interest on outstanding bonds as they become due and payable. Monthly payments are to be equal to the sum of one-sixth of interest falling due on the next interest payment date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on the next principal payment date. Public Improvement Sales Tax Bond - Series 1987, 1995 and Sales Tax Refunding Bond Series 1996 - Reserve Fund to be used solely for the purpose of paying principal and interest on bonds payable from the Bond Sinking Fund, as to which there would otherwise be default. The sum of $961,484 has been deposited therein for this requirement. 
35 



NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) Bond Restrictions (Continued) Drainage Sales Tax Bonds - Series 1995 

Exhibit A-8 Continued 

Under the terms of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Improvement (Drainage) Bonds - Series ST 1988, 1990, 1991, and 1993, proceeds of the 1/2% drainage sales and use lax are pledged and dedicated for the establishment and maintenance of the following bond funds: A Public Improvement (Drainage) Bond - Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991, 1993 and Public Improvement Refunding Bond - Series ST 1996 - Sinking Fund to be used for the payment of the principal and interest on outstanding bonds as they become due and payable. Monthly payments are to be equal to the sum of one-sixth of interest falling due on the next interest payment date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on the next principal payment date. A Public Improvement (Drainage) Bond - Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991 and 1993 and Public Improvement Refunding Bond - Series ST 1996 - Reserve Fund to be used solely for the purpose of paying principal and interest on bonds payable from the Bond Sinking Fund, as to which there would otherwise be default. The sum of $1,364,705 has been deposited therein for this requirement. Certificate of Indebtedness - Series 1995 A Sinking Fund is used for the payment of principal and interest on indebtedness as they become due and payable. Monthly payments are equal to the sum of one-sixth of interest falling due on the next interest payment date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on the next principal payment date. Industrial Bond Issues 
The Long-Term Debt Account Group does not include Pollution Control Revenue Bonds, Industrial Revenue Bonds, Environmental Improvement Revenue Bonds and Solid Waste Disposal Revenue Bonds issued under the authority of the Parish of Ascension. Obligations of the industrial districts are payable solely from the income derived from the industrial districts and do not bear the full faith and credit of the Parish. Long-Term Debt - Component Units A summary of long-term debt obligations for the component units is as follows Ascension Parish Sheriff Compensated absences Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Compensated absences Ascension Parish Water Works District 4 Revenue bonds 

$ 216,764 34,636 66,000 $ 317,400 



NOTE 8 - PRIOR YEARS' DEBT DEFEASANCE 
Exhibi! A-8 Continued 

In prior years, the Parish has defeased various bond issues by creating separate irrevocable trust funds. New debt has been issued and the proceeds have been used to purchase U.S. government securities that were placed in the trust funds. The investments and fixed earnings from the investments are sufficient to fully service the defeased debt until the debt is called or matures. For financial reporting purposes, the debt has been considered defeased and therefore removed as a liability from the Parish's General Long-Term Debt Account Group. As of Decmeber 31, 1997, the amount of defeased debt outstanding but removed from the General Long-Term Debt Account Group amounted to $9,560,000. 
NOTE 9 - DEDICATED REVENUE Parish Sales Tax - Primary Government The Parish has a one percent sales and use tax levied for the purpose of funding activities of the Parish. The Council participates in centralized sales tax administration for all governmental units of the Parish. The proceeds of the tax, after paying reasonable and necessary expenses of administration, were dedicated by the Parish for 1997, as follows: 1. Debt service for long-term debt issued for renovation and expansion of the Parish jail, and road construction and maintenance, 2. 6.67 percent to be used for recreation and recreational facilities, 3. Amounts determined through the budget process required by the General Fund for basic services, and 4. Excess sales tax revenues are dedicated to the Road and Bridge Fund for road construction and maintenance of roads. Parish Sales Tax - Primary Government Consistent with the voter approved dedication of the parish sales and use tax, transfers from the Sales Tax Fund are being used to retire Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds, Series 1987, and 1996. See Note 7. Restricted Sales Tax 

In 1994, the voters of Ascension Parish approved a one-half of one percent sales and use tax dedicated to road maintenance and construction (2/3 of proceeds) and fire protection districts (1/3 of proceeds) to include the retirement of the Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds, Series - 1995. See Note 7. 
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NOTE 10 - PENSION PLAN 
Exhibit A-8 Continued 

Substantially all employees of the Parish are members of the Stale Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana and participate in the social security system. Under both plans, contributions are based upon a prescribed percentage of compensation, and benefits are not guaranteed by the Parish. The employee and employer contribution rate for the parochial retirement system is 2% and 1%, respectively, of taxable wages for each eligible employee. Social security contributions were approximately $331,200 for 1997 In addition, the State of Louisiana statutes require a portion (approximately $177,500) of the Parish's ad valorem tax revenue to be deducted for various retirement systems. 
NOTE 11 - DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN The Parish offers its employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The Plan is administered by the Public Employees Benefit Services Corporation (PEBSCO). The assets and liabilities held by PEBSCO are reported at market value in the Deferred Compensation Agency Fund. The total amount payable to plan participants is reported as deferred compensation payable. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death, or an unforeseeable emergency. 
All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and fights purchased with those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property, or fights are (until paid or made available to the employee or beneficiary) solely the property and fights of the Parish (without being restricted to the provisions of benefits under the plan), subject only to the claims of the Parish's general creditors. Participants' fights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the Parish in an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant. II is the opinion of the Parish's management that the Parish has no liability for losses under the plan but does have duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The Parish believes that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the future. 
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NOTE 12 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES 
Exhibit A-8 Continued 

The inlerfund balances of the primary government at December 31, 1997, were as follows ndividual Fund Receivable . Payable Primary Government General Fund: East Ascension Drainage Major Fund $ 3,479 Sewerage District No. 6 119,871 Criminal Court Fund 18,305 East Ascension Drainage Fund 4,696 Road and Bridge Fund 7,827 Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Special Revenue Funds: Road and Bridge Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund General Fund East Ascension Drainage Fund: General Fund East Ascension Drainage Major Fund West Ascension Drainage Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Road Lighting District: Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Fire Protection District No. 1 Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Fire Protection District No. 1 Construction Recreation District Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund: General Fund West Ascension Drainage Fund Road Lighting District Fund Road and Bridge Fund Recreation District Fund Law Officers Court Fire District # 1 Construction Road Construction Fund Governor's Safe and Drug Program Fund Sewer District No. 7 Fund 
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3,287 

109,157 
174,780 
1,102,739 26,824 7,569 
3,465 98,771 
10,427 419 

1,102,739 
7,827 4,696 701,747 
26,824 
7,569 
387,500 

3,287 174,780 
199,125 



Exhibit A-88 Continued NOTE 12 - INTFRFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES (CONTINUED) dividual Fund (Continued Receivable Payable . 
Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund: Fire Protection District No. 2 Fund Road Construction Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking Fund East Ascension Drainage Major Fund: General Fund East Ascension Drainage Fund Law Officers Court Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Governor's Safe & Drug Free Program Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Library Fund Debt Service Funds: Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Capital Projects Funds: Fire Protection District No. I Construction: Fire-Protection District No. 1 Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Road Construction Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund 

701,747 
8,008 
77,258 
387,500 
141,056 199,125 

109,157 141,056 77,258 3,479 
3,465 
10,427 8,008 

98,771 
Total primary government 3,206,310 3,067,715 
Component Units Sewer District No. 7 Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Criminal Court Fund: General Fund Sewer District No. 6: General Fund Clerk of Court 
Total component units Total reporting entity 

207,448 
207,448 $ 3,413,7fi8 

419 
18,305 
119,871 207,448 
346~043 $ 3,413,758 



NOTE 13 - COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES Suits and Claims 
.Exhibit A-8 Continued 

Various suits and claims arising in the ordinary course of operations are pending against the Parish. The majority of the cases are either covered by insurance or other defenses; however, the ultimate effect of such litigation cannot be ascertained at this time. These claims consist of environmental issues, improper maintenance of roads, contractual disputes and improper right of ways. It is the opinion of Parish management that the ultimate resolution of such litigation will not have a material effect on the financial position of the Parish. Grants 
The Parish of Ascension receives Federal and State grants for specific purposes that are subject to audit by the grantor agencies. Such audits could lead to requests for reimbursement to the grantor agency for expenditures disallowed under terms of the grant. It is the opinion of Parish management that the Parish's compliance with the terms of grants will result in negligible, if any, disallowed costs. 
Construction Contracts 
At December 31, 1997, the Parish had outstanding commitments resulting from construction contracts of approximately $2,714,500. 
East Ascension Parish Hospital Service District The results of an audit covering fiscal years 1992 - 1994 by the Medicare intermediary resulted in the disallowance of a significant portion of the management fees paid to a consulting firm. The amount owed back to Medicare for fiscal years 1992 - 1994 is $1,380,311, which was paid subsequent to the year ended March 31, 1996. This amount was reflected as a decrease in reserves in the current year. Additionally, management recalculated Medicaid cost reports and disproportionate share amounts for those years plus all third-party payor amounts for fiscal 1995, in anticipation of similar adjustments to those cost reports. The total of these adjustments and the effect of any Medicare receivables that may have previously been recorded but will not be received due to the circumstances discussed in the preceding paragraph, resulted in a decrease to revenue of approximately $10,189,000 in the current year. The Board of Commissioners and hospital managers intend to appeal the Medicare intermediary's decision regarding the disallowance of the management fee expense, and intend to vigorously defend its position on all other questioned cost reports. 
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NOTE 14 - SELF INSURANCE 
_Exhibit A-8 Continued 

The Parish has a self-insured retention program (SIR) within the internal service fund for potential liabilities. Claims in excess of the self-insured retention amounts are covered through third-party limited coverage insurance policies. The Parish is self-insured with excess coverage in these areas: (a) worker's compensation liability with a two-year period retention of $200,000 per occurrence with an aggregate limit of $1,000,000, and (b) liability (including automobile, general, products and property) with a $30,000 per occurrence limit and annual aggregate limits of $125,000. All fimds of the Parish participate in the program and make payments to the intemal service fund based on estimates of amounts needed to pay prior and current year claims. The Parish engaged an actuary to determine the required self-insurance reserve, including claims incurred but not yet reported. As &the end of that fiscal year, it was actuarially determined that the undiscounted loss reserve was $435,739. This reserve represents reported losses of approximately $140,000 and includes claims incurred but not yet reported approximating $295,000. NOTE 15 - FUND DEFICITS The Road Lighting District No. 4 and the Waterworks District No. 7 Funds have fund deficits as of December 31, 1997. Subsequent to December 31, 1997, the Parish has reduced expenditures in the Road Lighting District No, 4 Fund to eliminate the fund deficit. Additionally, the Waterworks District No. 7 Fund (a component unit) is obtaining financing from the United States Department of Agriculture which will eliminate the fund deficit. NOTE 16 - COUNCIL MEMBER COMPENSATION During the year ended December 31, 1997, Council members and the Parish President received the following as compensation, including per diem payments: Amount Parish President Councilman District 1 Councilman District 2 Councilman District 3 Councilman District 4 Councilman District 5 Councilman District 6 Councilman District 7 Councilman District 8 Councilman District 9 Councilman District 10 Councilman District 11 Total NOTE 17 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

63,750 13,197 14,056 13,197 13,132 13,132 13,197 12,872 12,807 13,002 13,197 13,067 $ 208,606 
On March 5, 1998, the Parish awarded a construction contract for $2,596,800 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION 

GENERAL FUND 

The General Fund is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 
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ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Accounts receivable, net Ad valorem taxes Other Due from other governments LA - State revenue sharing LA - Severance LA - Beer LA - Other Due from other funds Other assets Total assets 

PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE LIABILITIES Accounts payable and accrued liabilities Accounts payable Accrued payroll Deductions from ad valorem taxes Contribution to retirement system Due to other governments LA - Slate revenue sharing Due to other funds Total liabilities 

BALANCE SHEETS December 31. 1997 and 1996 

FUND BALANCE Designated - subsequent year expenditures Undesignated Fund balance Total liabilities and fund balance 

1997 1,000 890,058 88,475 74,882 58,730 14,134 229,033 154,178 500 1.510.990 

Exhibit B 

1,000 819,646 95.961 72,046 53,216 5,478 101,757 160,905 500 

303,376 64,255 29, 
1.102.739 1.499.557 
11.433 
11.433 

353,235 39,799 27,652 59,384 383.473 863~543 
206,545 240.421 
446.966 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 44 



PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Franchise License and permits Occupational Alcoholic beverages Building Mobile home Planning fees Other Intergovernmental Severance Stale revenue sharing OFS - Food stamp program Beer Civil defense Community based program Grants Video poker Miscellaneous Rentals Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Public safety Health and welfare Culture and recreation Debt service Total expenditures 

For the ended year December 3 I, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
890,060 102.000 650,000 16,100 380,000 6,000 100,000 300 200,000 115,900 79,300 30,000 27,000 173,309 300.000 5,000 18.150 3,093.119 
4,292,039 379,850 181,010 34,900 
4.887.799 

Actua 
890,554 107,580 647,946 20,070 422,050 7,200 96,319 400 189,834 112,323 75,724 30,115 30,321 173,118 341,993 5,000 18fl43 3,169~290 
3,966,207 398,946 172,888 33,065 7~500 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
494 5,580 (2,054) 3,970 42,050 1,200 (3,681) 100 (10,166) (3,577) (3,576) 115 3,321 (191) 41,993 
593 76.171 
325,832 (19,096) 8,122 1,835 (7,500) 309.193 

Exhibit B- 1 

1996 Aetua 
825,062 106.518 651,848 16,717 453,108 6,725 80,015 300 206,750 108,070 81,645 28,778 25,920 67,243 18,002 308.479 6,000 5.982 2.997.162 
2,990,651 364,733 466,382 27,361 7.500 3.856.627 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (1,794,680) (I,4097316) 385t364 (859,465) 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL For the ended year December 31, 1997 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Transfer in Road and Bridge Fund East Ascension Drainage Fund E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund West Ascension Drainage Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund Other Funds Operating transfers out Transfer oul Criminal Court Fund Jail Fund Law Officers Court Fund Mental Health Fund Office Building Construction Fund Self- insurance Fund Tourist Center Drug Prescription Fund 

1997 
Budget 
238,610 34,100 272,710 6,100 831,900 82.100 
(103,300) (783,500) (lO,OOO) (75,400) 145,500 

Actual Variance - favorable ~ (unfavorable) 
238,610 34,100 272,710 6,100 1,439,917 (391,983) 82.100 
(103,300) (784,613) (9,246) (75,400) (145,500) 

Other financing sources - net 1,347,820 955,478 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year Residual equity transfer from Criminal Court Fund End of year 

(1,113) 754 

Exhibit B. 1 

1996 Actua 
75,000 34,200 163,700 6,000 1,547,000 73,000 
(58,000) (700,000) (13,852) 
(25,000) (29,142) __ (47,000) (392,342) __ 1,025,906 

(453,838) $ (6,978) 166,44 
446,966 

__ 18,305 $ 11,433 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are au integral part of this statement. 46 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND 
STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT Legislative - Councilmen Personnel Official publications Other charges and services Dues and subscriptions Travel and mileage Judicial - Parish Court Personnel O~.her charges and services Judicial - District Atlomey Personnel Juror and witnesses Insurance Other charges and services Judicial - Clerk of Court Permanent records Court attendance Judicial - Coroner Personnel Professional Other charges and services Judicial - Justice of Peace Personnel Other charges and services Elections - Registrar of Voters Personnel Equipment Office supplies Other charges and services Elections - other Financial and Administration Personnel Worker's compensation Professional Building rent Utilities Telephone 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 1997 
Budget 
146,500 40,000 2,800 14,000 48,500 70,200 5,000 72,150 52,000 5,150 103,500 60,000 20,500 36,000 60,000 5,000 56,920 1,870 58,850 900 3,000 8,300 41,000 091,400 16,950 20,000 38,050 120,000 48,000 
47 

Aetua 
147,913 33,565 2~77 13,641 47,447 72,239 4,347 72,963 45,324 5,143 103,500 59,828 20,000 36,000 53,739 4,022 56,835 1,873 58,724 3,036 7,556 28.968 1,096,979 16,950 20,778 37,964 117,963 48.047 

Variance . favorable _(_unfavorable) 
(1,413) 6,435 723 359 1,053 (2,039) 653 (813) 6,676 7 
172 500 
6,261 978 85 (3) 126 900 (36) 744 12,032 (5,579) (778) 86 2,037 (47) 

Exhibit B-2 

1996 Aetua 
134,496 22,558 2,539 13,641 46,342 67,650 5,122 47,197 54,115 103,500 60,000 18,321 36,000 50,881 3,591 34,622 1.262 57,999 698 2,673 7,803 7,360 969,986 12,650 14,583 16,137 115,108 42,561 
(Continued) 



PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND 
STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

Office supplies Courthouse supplies Accounting Insurance Maintenance Professional services Fixed assets acquisition Contingency Dues and subscriptions Publication Travel and mileage Appropriations and grants Equipment purc.hased Bayou Plantation building Building Permits Personnel Professional Telephone Maintenance Office supplies Other charges and services Travel and mileage Capital outlay - equipment Planning Commission Personnel Professional Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment G1S department Personnel Professional Office supplies Capital outlay - equipment Miscellaneous Total general government 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 68,000 11,700 50,000 30,200 149,500 245,000 115,000 15,500 5,500 6,000 16,000 28,200 110,000 7,500 335,550 9,000 5,000 8,000 15,000 8,600 4,000 30,000 114,340 140,909 14,000 3,000 31,890 177,500 6,500 284,110 

Actual 67,192 11,372 45,935 30,200 149,066 205,267 119,723 10,388 4,381 3,500 15,956 28,201 49,921 7,500 337,513 1,784 4,625 7,666 14,246 8,418 3,788 20,544 114,984 157,165 16,461 2,348 33,064 148,404 6,472 122,625 77 4,292,039_ 3,966~207 

48 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 808 328 4,065 434 39,733 (4,723) 5,112 1,119 2,500 44 (1) 60,079 
(1,963) 7,216 375 334 754 182 212 9,456 (644) (16,256) (2,461) 652 (1,174) 29,096 28 161~85 (77) 325.832 

Exhibit B-2 Continued 

1996 Actua 69,248 11,691 55,402 44,350 138,181 110,390 2,228 36,113 5,907 15,973 22,300 21,283 
268,980 5,105 7,380 4,889 15,806 6,329 2,921 16,657 82,549 90,726 5,470 1.378 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND 
STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

PUBLIC SAFETY Sheriff Juvenile Commissions Court attendance Other charges and services Civil defense Personnel Professional Other charges and services Travel and mileage Capital outlay - equipment Total public safety HEALTH AND WELFARE Food Stamp Personnel Other charges and services Health Unit Personnel Parish of Ascension Substance Emergency shelter grant Other charges and services Total health and welfare CULTURE AND RECREATION Parish culture and recreation Personnel Telephone Other charges and services 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 1997 
Budget 
260,000 2,700 20,000 14.400 57,250 7,050 12,850 800 4.800 

Aetua 
281,145 2,433 18,500 19,006 59,337 4,000 8,892 817 4.816 

Variance - favorable (un favorabl~)_ 
(21 1 (4 
145 267 500 606 (2,087) 3,050 3,958 (17) (16) 379,850 398,946 (19,096) 

134,550 13.160 8,200 16,000 9.100 181.010 
12,200 5,500 17,200 Total culture and recreation 34.900 DEBT SERVICE Principal retirement Total expenditures $ 4.887.799 

128,350 13,008 8,184 15,986 7,360 172.888 
12,185 4,810 16.070 33.065 

6,200 152 16 14 1.740 8.122 
15 690 1.130 1.835 

Exhibit B-2 Continued 

1996 Aelua 
268 2 20 6 
680 421 025 029 2,753 7,551 7,091 183 
364.733 
133,150 16.640 11,640 13,069 13,402 78.481 466,382 
6,438 4,637 16~286 27,361 

7,500 (7,500) 7,500 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 49 



PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
ROAD AND BRIDGE MAINTENANCE FUND The Road and Bridge Maintenance Fund is used to account for maintenance of Parish highways, streets, and bridges. Financing has been provided by the appropriation of sales taxes and entitlement from the State's Parish Transportation Fund. EAST AND WEST ASCENSION DRAINAGE FUNDS The East and West Ascension Drainage Funds are used to account for the maintenance, improvements, and repairs to the gravity drainage systems in their respective parts of the Parish. Financing is provided primarily by ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and dedicated sales taxes. SALES AND USE TAX DISTRICT NOS. 1 & 2 FUNDS 
The Sales and Use Tax Funds are used to account for the collection of a one, and a one-half percent sales and use tax in the Parish. The Council participates in centralized administration of local sales taxes for the Pmish. The taxes are remitted to the appropriate funds as budgeted by the Council annually, or as dedicated. HEALTH UNIT FUND 
The Health Unit Fund is used to account for the operations of the Parish health unit. Financing is provided primarily by ad valorem taxes and state revenue sharing. 
MENTAL HEALTH CENTER FUND The Mental Health Center Fund is used to account for that portion of the operations of the Parish mental health center not accounted for by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse. Financing is provided by ad vaiorem taxes and state revenue sharing. FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 FUND The Fire Protection District No. 1 Fund is used to account for the maintenance and operation of a fire protection system consisting of eight fire service units: Modeste Volunteer, Geismar Volunteer, Prairieville, Fifth District, St. Amant, Sorrento, Seventh District Volunteer and Gonzales. In 1994, a dedicated sales and use tax of one-third of one-half of one percent was approved to finance the District. 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS (Continued) 
RECREATION COMMISSION FUND The Recreation Commission Fund is used to account for the recreational activities for the youth of the Parish. The Commission is funded primarily by an annual budgetary dedication of six and two-thirds percent of the one-percent parish wide sales tax. ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT MAINTENANCE FUNDS The Road Lighting District Maintenance Funds are used to account for the operations and maintenance of street lights in Districts 1 through 7. Financing is provided by ad valorem taxes and state revenue sharing funds. JAIL FUND The Jail Fund is used to account for the operation of the Parish jail. 
LAW OFFICER'S COURT FUND The Law Officer's Court Fund is used to account for the juror and witness fees incurred in parish court trial cases. Financing is provided through court fines and bond forfeitures. SECTION 8 FUND The Section g Fund is used to account for resources granted by the Department of Housing and Urban Development to provide housing assistance to low income families. DARROW COMMUNITY CENTER FUND The Darrow Community Center Fund is used to account for the funds generated from public use of the Darrow Community Center. FOOD SERVICE FUND The Food Service Fund is used to account for expenditures of the Department of Education's Summer Food Service Program. TOURIST COMMISSION FUND The Tourist Commission Fund is used to account for collection of sales taxes on room rentals of hotels and motels. The Center promotes local tourism. 



PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS (Continued) 
COUNCIL ON AGING FUND The Council on Aging Fund is used to account for collection of ad valorem taxes designated for the elderly of Ascension Parish. JUDICIAL DISTRICT FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES FUND The Judicial District Families in Need of Services Fund is used to account for the Families in Need of Services Program. GOVERNOR'S SAFE AND DRUG FREE PROGRAM FUND The Goverhor's Safe and Drug Free Program Fund is used to account for a grant program funded by the Department of Education for community drug and violence prevention. PRESCRIPTION DRUG FUND The Prescription Drug Fund is used to account for the prescription drug program used by Parish employees. 
LIBRARY FUND The Library Fund is used to account for the collection of a parish-wide ad valorem tax dedicated to the maintenance of the library system. The library provides the citizens of the parish access to library materials, books, magazines, records, and films. 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS - ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICTS 

ASSETS Investments Accounts receivable, net Ad valorem taxes Due from other governments LA - State revenue sharing Total assets 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE LIABILITIES AccountS payable and accrued liabilities AccountS payable Deductions from ad valorem taxes Contribution to retirement system Due to other funds Total liabilities FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) Designated - subsequent year expenditures Undesignated 
Fund balance (deficit) 

December 31, 1997 
Road Lighting District No. I Road Lighting District No. 2 
69,637 $ 18,859 5,186 

Road Lighting District No. 3 
105,260 $ 26,150 420 

Road Lighting District No. 4 
1,275 $ 17,477 4.057 5,752 2.012 $ 93,682 $ 131,830 $ 22,809 $ 7,764 

Total liabilities and fund balance (deficit) $ 

1,307 $ 618 1,878 $ 858 1,837 $ 573 
1,925 2,736 2~410 
91.757 

887 189 7.420 8.496 
129,094 20,399 __ (732) 91,757 129,094 20,399 (732) 93,682 $ 131,830 $ 22,809 $ 7,764 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 56 



Road Lighting District No. 5 
$ 

Road Lighting District No. 6 
7,228 $ 9,321 1.878 

Road Lighting District No. 7 
176,505 $ 78,602 7.824 28.427 $ 262.93 

681 $ 306 
987 
2,500 24.940 27.440 

Totals 1997 (Memorandum Only) 
$ 4,736 588 

5,771 $ 2,578 
8 349 

369.905 60,897 21.965 552.767 
317 $ 155 149 62 

38,650 215.932 4.703 254~582 28.427 $ 4.703 

12,678 5,277 7.569 25.524 
41,150 486.093 527,243 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUES FUNDS - ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICTS 

REVENUES Taxes lntergovcrnmental Miscellaneous Tola) revenues EXPENDITURES General government Public works 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES For the year ended December 31, 1997 
Road Lighting District No. I 
18,135 $ 7,779 3,484 
Road Lighting District No. 2 
26,189 $ 630 5.475 
Road Lighting District No. 3 
17,947 6,084 308 29~398 32,294 24~339 

618 12.939 Total expenditures 13~557 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out 

858 17.967 18.825 
573 18~210 18.783 

Road Lighting District No. 4 
5,757 3,018 
8,775 
189 8.771 8.960 

15,841 13,469 5,556 (185) 
__ (700) (700) (500) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) 15,141 12,769 5,056 (185) FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) Beginning of year End ofyear 76.616 116,325 15~343 __. (547) 91.757 $ 129.094 $ 20,399 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 61 



Road Lighting Districl No. 5 Road Lighting District No. 6 
9,394 $ 2,816 1.080 78,335 11,736 10.304 13,290 . 100,375 
306 13.512 13.818 
(528) 

2,578 97.771 1oo.349 
26 

~.3 0 0 ) __ (2,400) 

Road Lighting Distric! No. 7 
4,746 882 74 5.702 
156 4.915 5.07 
631 

(828) (2,374) 631 
28~268 256.956 4.072 27.440 $ 254.582 $ 4.703 

Totals 1997 (Memorandum On 
160,503 32,945 20.725 214,173 
5,278 174.085 179.363 
34,810 
4.600 
30,210 
497.033 

Exhibit C-3 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD AND BRIDGE FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Intergovernmental Parish Transportation Fund Miscellaneous Interest Other Tomlrevenues EXPENDITURES Public works Personnel Materials and supplies Insurance Equipment maintenance Gasoline and nil Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Total expendilures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 
1997 

Budget Actua 
$ 510,000 $ 12,000 147.700 669.700 
1,854,030 371,100 25,700 195,000 80,000 144,500 547.400 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-4 

1996 Actua 
605,134 $ 95,134 $ 600.464 14,417 144.026 2,417 (3,674) 19,454 _ 200,303 763,577 93~877 820~221 
1,897,957 269,763 25,700 198,205 81,047 146,092 548.016 3~217,730 3,166,780 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (2~548,030) (2,403,203) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax Fund Operating transfers out Office building construction fund General fund Total financing sources (uses) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCF Beginning of year End of year 

2,350,000 2,206,000 (145,500) (238,610) 1,965.890 
(145,500) (238,610) 1,821,890 

(43,927) 101,337 (3,205) (1,047) (1,592) (616) 50.950 
144.827 
(144,000) 

1,656,418 375,728 52,300 181,227 85,135 127,380 488.816 _ 2~967~004 
_ (2,146,783~ 
2,250,000 
_ (7500~0P2 (144~000) 2fl75,000 (581,313) $ 827 28,217 

591.662 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 63 

_ 563,445 $ 591,662 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION WEST ASCENSION DRAINAGE FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntergovemmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Personnel Materials and supplies Insurance Equipment maintenance Gasoline and oil Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Weed control Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 1997 
Budget 
236,600 $ 29,950 3,800 2~200 272~550 

Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
236.888 $ 29,043 2,779 2.021 270.731 

8,100 7,759 177,960 5,850 2,950 14,600 5,000 4,350 10,000 3.000 231.810 

182,633 3,042 2,950 11,708 4,723 4,309 6,705 1.463 

288 $ (907) (1,021) (179) 

Exhibit C-6 

1996 Actua 
226,758 29,666 2,526 

(1,819) 258,950 
341 (4,673) 2,808 2,892 277 41 3,295 1,537 225,292 6,518 

7.626 182,459 3,410 5,250 16,281 5,675 13,655 51,205 2.407 287.968 Excess(deficiency) ofrevenues over expenditures 40,740 45,439 4,699 (29,018) 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund (6~100) (6,100) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

(6,000) 
34,640 39,339 $ 4,699 (35,018) 

171.459 210.798 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 66 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION SALES AND USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 1 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Sale and use Refunds Miscellaneous Interest 
EXPENDITURES General government Consolidated parish collection service Excess of revenues over expenditures OTHER FINANCING SOURCES [I]SES) Operating transfers in Sales & Use Tax Reserve Fund Sales & Use Tax Sinking Fund Prescription Drug Bayou Terrace Road Construction Fund Operating transfers out General Fund Road and Bridge Fund Bayou Terrace Road Construction Fund Recrealion Fund Sales & Use Tax Sinking Fund Road Construction Fund Food Service Program Fund FINS Program Sewer Project Fund Total other financing sources (uses) Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
Budget Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
$ 7,500,000 $ 8,471,709 $ (25,000) (32,387) ~ 177,300 

971,709 $ (7,387) 78,405 1.105 7,652,300 8,617,727 965.427 

Exhibit C-7_ 

1996 Actual 
7,590,802 (10,450) 195,606 

80~000 . 77,550 (2,450~ 64,287 
7,572,300 . 8~540, 77 967,877 

6 
3,500 6,500 1.635 2,150 6 
(1,831,900) (2,350,000) 

3,288 7.277 2,163 2,150 (1,439,917) (2,206,000) (985,600) (985,600) (246,300) (246,289) (2,523.300) (4,026,591) (15,191) (15,189) (42,500) (42,500) (14,000) (14,000) 

(212) 777 528 
391,983 144,000 
11 (I,503,291) 2 

7,711,67 
30,268 3.122 
(1,54%000) (2,250,000) (612,150) (505,220) (734,600) (1,739,795) (33,9911 (103,220) (7,375,006__) (8,341,208) (966,202~ (7,492,586) 

$ 197.294 198,969 $ 1r675- 219,085 
1,974,932 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 67 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION SALES AND USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 2 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Sale and use Miscellaneous Interest Totalrevanues EXPENDITURES General government Consolidated parish collection service Other Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 

OTHER FINANCI NG SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales & Use District No. 2 Reserve Sales & Use Tax District No. 2 Operating transfers out Road Construction Fund Fire District No. I Sales and Use District No, 2 Sinking 

1997 
Budget Aetua Variance - favorable ,unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-8 

1996 Aetua 
$ 3,800,000 $ 4,025,235 $ 225,235 $ 3,584,892 10,500 16,966 6,466 15.188 3,810,500 4~042,201 231,70 
36,500 8.000 37,411 12,688 (911) (4,688) 44,500 50,099 , (5,599) 
3,766.000 
36,200 18,100 (1,581,900) (1,254,500) (927,100) 

3,992,102 
40,553 20.433 (1,722,991) (1,325,045) (927,100) 

226.102 

3,600,080 
19,751 5,016 24,767 
3,5753_52~313 

4,353 2,333 19,292 (141,091) (70,545) (1,446,154) (1,185,739) (925,32~) Total other financing sources (uses) (3,709,200) (3,914,150) (204,950) (3,537,926)_ Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) $ 56,800 77,952 $ 21,152 37,387 FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End ofyear 

200,325 144,130 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 68 



PARISH OF ASCENSION HEALTH UNIT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Intergovernmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Health and welfare Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Other Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out Health Unit Construction Fund Office Building Construction Fund Mental Health Unit Fund General fund 

1997 
Budget 
664.100 $ 90,000 106.300 860.400 
22,000 64,900 23,900 543.600 654A00 

Actual Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
664,820 $ 87,294 107~267 

720 $ (2,706) 967 859,381 (1,019) 
21.779 64,889 23,500 524,542 634.710 

221 11 400 19.058 

Exhibit ('-9 

1996 Actua 
617,827 84,431 120.794 823.052 
20,711 100,359 17,464 470~386 

206.000 224,671 18,671 214,133 
(371,620) (35,400) (lS,500) (371,620) (35,400) 08,500) Total financing sources (uses) (425,520) (425,520) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

(95,600) 
(18,500) (I 14~100) 

2tl03~335 2~003~303 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 69 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION MENTAL HEALTH UNIT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Ta~.xe s Ad valorem Intergovernmental State revenue sharing Other Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Health and welfare Personnel Telephone Maintenance Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Totalexpenditures Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues over expenditures OTIIER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) O/x'rating transfers in General fund Health Unit Operating transfers out General fund Total financing sources (uses) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 31~ 1997 
1997 

Budget _ Aetua Varlartce - favorable {_qn favora ble) 
$ 166,100 $ 166,248 $ 22,500 161.075 32,400 127000- 394.075 

21,852 49,374 31,718 14,323 383.515 

Exhibit C-10 

1997 Actua 
148 $ 154,498 (648) 21,134 (11,701) 14,167 (682) 2,323 39,574 3.070 ~ (10~560) 232,443 

8,000 8,246 (246) 8,079 334,040 13,000 23,000 112,850 8,000_ 498.890 
338,345 12,008 20,034 76.955 
(4,305) 992 2,966 35,895 . 8~000 
156,712 9,545 24,852 49,077 4,384 43,302 252,649 

(104,8152 (72,073) -- 32,742 (20,206) 
75,400 75,400 35,400 35,400 (6,0002 (6,000) 104,800_ 104,800 (4,800) ~ (4,800) 

747.954 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 70 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Intergovernmental Fire insurance rebate Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES Public safety Personnel Maintenance Fire protection and service Distributions to fire service units Insurance Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 1997 
Budget Aetua Vnrinnee - favorable (unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-11 

1996 Actua 
119,255 $ 119,255 $ $ 116,034 126.600 128.622 2.022 117.977 245.855 
22,570 70,500 84,500 13,550 195,021 573.150 

247.877 
22,957 71,716 85,952 13,550 193,079 530~278 959~291 917~532 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (713,436) (669,655) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax District No.2 1,254,500 1,325,044 Operating lransfers out General fund Fire District No.1 Construction Fund (32,800) (387,500) Total financing sources (uses) 834,200 Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE', Beginning of year 

End ofyear 

(32,800) (387,500) 904.744 

2,022 
(387) (1,216) (1,452) 
1,942 42,872 41.759 
43.781 
70,544 

234.0 
18,603 89,717 96,027 116,034 18,250 24,995 61.826 425.452 
(191,441) 
1,185,739 
(29,400) 

70,544 1,156,339 

2,519,781 1~554,883 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 71 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION RECREATION COMMISSION FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Charges for services Miscellaneous Interest Rentals Other "I otal revenues EXPENDITURES Parish culture and recreation Personnel Programs Maintenance Insurance Other charges and sen, ices Site work Capital outlay - building & land Capital outlay - equipment Debt service Principal relirement Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 1997 Variance - favorable Budget Actual (unfavorable) __ $ 35,985 $ 29,445 $ (6,540) $ 21,300 16,533 (4,767) 5,000 5,340 340 __ 1,850 _ 1~95 (1552_ 64,135 53.013 
267,800 67,500 70,000 7,950 109,500 689,000 30,000 84,300 
326.050 

262,172 61,109 69,833 7,950 105,304 546,835 178 62,533 30,000 

5,628 6,391 167 4,196 42,165 29,822 21.767 

Exhibit C- 12 

1996 Aetua 62,867 38,384 11,475 507 3.233 
207,399 84,388 59,595 12,050 63,300 101,114 33,500 18,881 (30,0009A 30,000 1,145,914 180,136 _610,227 Excess (deficiency) ofrevenues over expenditures (1,261,915.)_ (I,092,901) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales amd Use Tax Fund Operating transfers out General fund Darrow Community Center Fund Civic Center Fund Total financing sources (uses) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FROND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

985.600 985.600 (15,500) (15,500) (11,000) (ll,000) (7,5o~ (7,5oo) 951.600 951,600 

169.014 
505,220 (12,600) (5,000) ~ (5,000) -. 482,620 

. 652,785 667.159 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 72 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 1 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntergovemmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Totalrevenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
$ 18,800 $ 8,000 3,500 

Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
8,135 $ (665) 7,779 (221) 3,484 (16) 30~300 29,398 (902) 

600 14.000 14.600 
618 12,939 13~557 

(18) 1.061 1.043 

$ 

Exhibit C-13 

1996 Actua 
18,783 7,906 3~296 29.985 
630 13.402 4.032 

15,700 15,841 141 15,953 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund (700) (700) (700) Excess ofrevenues over expenditures and other sources(uses) $ 15,000 15,141 $ 141 15,253 FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 76.616 91.757 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 73 

61~363 $ 76.616 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 2 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Intergovemmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 
1997 

Budget Actun Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
$ 26,150 $ 26,189 $ 39 $ 600 630 30 5,500 5,475 (25) 32~250 32,294 44 
80O 8,000 400 19,200 

858 17,612 355 18.825 
(58) 388 45 375 

Exbibit C- 14 

1996 Actua 
24,338 647 5.907 30.892 
819 17,717 
18,536 

13,050 13,469 419 12,356 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund (700) (700) Excess of revenues over expenditures and othersources(uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

(700) 
12,769 $ 419 11,656 
116~325 $ 129.094 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 74 

104.669 $ 116,325 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 3 FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntergovemmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
17,500 $ 6,300 300 24 100 
500 19.000 19~500 

Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
17,947 $ 6,084 308 24,339 
573 18~210 18.783 

447 $ (216) 8 239 
(73) 790 717 

Exhibit C-15 

1996 Actual 
16,627 6,174 137 22,938 
559 17,950 18~509 

4,600 5,556 956 4,429 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfi:rs out General fund (500) (500) Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

(500) 
4,100 5,056 $ 956 3,929 

15,343 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 75 

11.414 15.343 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 4 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Intergovemmental State revenue sharing Totalrevenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
5,750 $ 3.100 
Actual Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
5,757 $ 7 $ 3,018 (82) . 

Exhibit C- 16 

1996 Actual 
6,227 3.063 8,850 8,775 (75) 9,290 

170 8.100 189 8.771 (19) (671) 8,270 8,960 (690) Excess(deficiency) ofrevenues over expenditures $ 580 
FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) Beginning of year End ofye~ (547) $ (732) 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 76 

209 8.830 9.039 
251 
(798) $ (547) 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 5 FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Intergovernmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
$ 9,300 $ 2,900 1.100 13.300 
300 14.500 14.800 

Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
9,394 $ 94 $ 
2,816 (84) L080 (20) 13,290 (10) 
306 13.512 13.818 

(6) 988 982 

Exbibi! C-17 

1996 Actual 
9,090 2,679 1.359 13.128 
306 13.990 14.296 

(I,500) (528) 972 (1,168) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfc.rs out General fund (300) (300) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 28~268 $ 27,440 

(300) 
$ 972 (1,468) 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 77 

29.736 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 6 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntergovernmenlal Slate revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest' Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
$ 78,600 $ 12,100 10.400 101.100 
2,350 105.000 

Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
78,335 $ 11.736 (265) $ (364) 10,304 (96) 

Exhibit C-18 

1996 Aetua 
79,132 11,705 12.099 100~375 (725) 102,936 

2,578 97.771 107,350 100,349 
(228) 7,229 7.001 

2,647 74.918 77,565 
(6,250) 26 6,276 25,371 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund (2,400) (2,400) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

- (2,400) (2,374) $ 6,276 22,971 
256~956 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 78 

233.985 $ 256.956 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 7 FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad va]orem lntergovemmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

1997 
Budget 
4,700 $ 900 70 5.670 
140 5.100 5,240 

Actua Vuriauee - favorable (unfavorable) 
4,746 $ 882 74 5.702 
156 4.915 5.071 

46 $ 08) 4 32 
(16) 185 169 

Exhibil C-19 

1996 Actua 
4,918 932 45 5.895 
164 4.951 5.115 

430 631 201 780 

430 631 $ 201 680 
4.072 4.703 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pan of this statement 79 

3~392 4,072 



PARISH OF ASCENSION JAIL FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous EXPENDITURES Public safety Personnel Prisoners Utilities Telephone Maintenance Supplies Major repairs - building Insurance Miscellaneous Capital outlay - equipment Total expenditures Excess of expenditures over revenues OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in General fund Excess of expenditures over revenues and other financing sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
$ 1,156 $ 1.156 $ 

30,380 $ 286,000 120,000 17,000 136,000 76,500 60,000 12,200 2,000 65,700 805,780 

31,215 $ 292,178 121,419 17,061 141,638 73,315 65,305 12,200 2,044 51.685 808.060 

(835) $ (6,178) (1,419) (61) (5,638) 3,185 (5,305) (44) 14.015 (2,280) 

Exhibit C-20 

1996 Actua 

11,518 273,537 120,942 14,841 115,798 84,576 46,670 21,200 2,045 13.146 704.273 
(805,780) (806,904) (1,124) (704,273) 
783.500 784,613 1.113 700,000 

(22,291) $ (11) (4,273) 
22~291 $ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 80 

26r564 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION LAW OFFICERS' COURT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 

1997 
Budget Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-21 

1996 Actua REVENUES Fines and forfeitures Court fines & bond forfeitures $ 50,000 $ 49,260 $ (740) $ 43,828 EXPENDITURES General government Juror and witnesses Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 
60.000 58fi06 1.494 57.680 
(10,000) (9,246) 754 (13,852) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in General fund 10.000 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

9,246 (754) 
$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 81 

13.852 



PARISH OF ASCENSION SECTION 8 FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Intergovemmental HUD receipts EXPENDITURES General government Consultant and administration Accounting Health and welfare Housing and utility assistance Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget Actual 
300,000 $ 294,045 
31,000 3.000 29,665 3,000 266.000 261.380 300.000 

$ 

294.045 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-22 

1996 Aetua 
$ (5,955) $ 313,963 

$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 82 

1,335 
4.620 5.955 

$ 

32,947 3.000 278.016 313,963 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION DARROW COMMUNITY CENTER FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Charges for services Miscellaneous Interest Tota] revenues EXPENDITURES Public works Personnel Utilities Maintenance Insurance Miscellaneous Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
9,000 $ 200 
Actual Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-23_ 

1996 Aetua 
6,350 $ (2,650) $ 9,225 187 (13) 9~200 6r537 (2,663) 9,225 

660 5,000 3,000 420 1,500 
653 3,983 2,376 420 1.037 

7 1,017 624 463 10~580 8~469 2,111 
9,095 4,888 908 670 622 6.183 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (1,380) (1,932) (552) (6,958) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Recreation Fund 11.000 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) Beginning of year Endofyear 

9.620 
5.000 

(268) $ 81800 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 83 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES lntergovemmental Grunts EXPENDITURES General government Personnel ]nsurance Health and welfare Personnel Food Other Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-24 

1996 Aetua 
$ $ $ $ 121.510 

6,420 8,771 15.191 
6,418 8.771 15.189 2 

9,970 6,000 68,418 40,756 30,358 55.502 
(15,191) (15,189) 2 (33,992) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax Fund 15.191 15.189 
Excess of revenues over expenditures and othersources(uses) FUND BALANCE Beginningofyear 
End of year 

$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pan of this statement 84 

33.992 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION TOURIST COMMISSION FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES lntergovemmenta Sales and use Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES Culture and recreation Personnel Utilities Telephone Travel and mileage Capital outlay - equipment Other Total expenditures Excess ofrevenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfer in General Fund Operating transfers out General Fund Total financing sources (uses) Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

1997 
Budget Actual Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
210,000 $ 241,494 $ 31,494 $ 9,000 
219.000 
37,880 950 1,500 2,355 39,570 

8,853 10~514 260.861 
38,848 853 1,392 2,496 38.676 

(147) 10~514 41.861 
(968 97 108 041 894 82,255 82,265 (10) 

136.745 178~596 

(3,500) (3,500) (3,500) (3,500) 

Exhibit C-25 

1996 Actual 
164,173 3,259 
167.432 
39,817 826 1,521 4,975 2,173 41.338 90.650 

41.851 76.782 

117.728 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 85 

29,142 (1,800) 27,342 
104.124 
13.604 117,728 



PARISH OF ASCENSION COUNCIL ON AGING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES lntergovemmenta Ad valorem Miscellaneous Interest Totalrevenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Health and welfare Other Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfer in Other funds Operating transfers out Council on Aging Sinking Fund General Fund 

1997 
Budget Actual Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
498,100 $ 498,334 $ 234 $ 10~900 10~597 (303) 509.000 508.931 
15,000 373.400 388,400 
120.600 

16,335 321.107 337.442 
171.489 

108,215 109,645 (119,217) (1,200) (119,216) (1,2oo) 

Exhibit C-26 

1996 Actua 
462,485 5.415 467.900 

(1,335) 15,535 
50.958 291.914 
50.889 
1,430 1 

175.986 
2,522 (116,400) (I,200) Total financing sources (uses) (12,202) (10~771) 1,431 (115,078) Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

108.398 160,718 $ 52r320 60,908 
464.997 625.715 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 86 

404.089 



Exhibit C-2_7 PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL DISTRICT FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES Judicial - Parish Court Personnel Professional Office supplies Travel and mileage Miscellaneous Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
1,300 $ 42.500 43.800 
67,470 5,500 4,760 3,800 2.500 84.030 

Actua 
1,277 29.084 30.361 
65,087 1,070 80 1,475 
67.712 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
$ (23) (13,416) (13~439) 
2,383 4,430 4,680 2,325 2.500 16.318 

1996 Actua 
$ 1,533 63~261 64.794 
54,685 6,228 2,016 4,338 380 67.647 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (40,230) (37,351) 2,879 (2,853) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax Fund 42,500 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

42.500 
14.498 19,647 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral plua of this statement 87 

17.351 14.498 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION GOVERNOR'S SAFE AND DRUG FREE PROGRAM FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Grant EXPENDITURES Health and welfare Personnel Insurance Acquisitions - equipment Office supplies Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess ofrevenues over expenditures FUND BALANCE Beginningofyear End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Exhibit C-28 

Budget Actual 
Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

$ 1171230 $ 119~684 $ 2,454 
72,750 11,650 13,250 2,200 17,380 

81,266 11,726 12,295 1,618 7.439 117,230 . 114,344 

(8,516) (76) 955 582 9.941 2.886 
5,340 $ 5r340 

$ 5,340 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. g8 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION PRESCRIPTION DRUG FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Other EXPENDITURES Health and welfare Prescription claims Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 
1997 

Budget 
1.939 
304 
1.635 

Actua 
$ 2,163 

2,163 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-29 

1996 Actua 
224 $ 65.672 
304 
528 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in General Fund Operating transfers out General Fund (1,635) (2,163) (528) Total financing sources (uses) 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

(I,635) (2,163) (528) 

$ 
$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 89 

112,672 
(47,000) 
47,000 
47.000 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ASCENSION PARISH LIBRARY FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntergovemmental State revenue sharing State - aids libraries Charges for services Charges for services Fines ancJ forfeitures Library Miscellaneous Use of money and property Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES Culture and recreation Library administration Materials and supplies Operating services Travel and mileage Capital outlay - equipment Intargovernmental Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 
1997 

Bud_get Actua 
1,197,568 $ 1,401,332 175,000 7,662 12,000 11,000 31,000 411.000 1,845,230 
778,751 53,000 334,850 15,000 746,000 46.000 1.973.601 

184,192 23,212 15,542 15,018 67,246 1.347 1.707.889 
727,233 35,991 239,278 9,042 505,246 45,953 1~562,743 

Variance - favorable .(unfavorable) 

Exhibit C-30 

1996 Actua 
$ 203,764 $ 1,295,338 
9,192 178,151 15,550 3,542 14,838 4,018 15,594 36,246 56,775 (409~653) 255 (137,341) 1,560,951 
51,518 17,009 95,572 5,958 240,754 

653,768 40,768 268,303 9,083 640,343 47 43,700 
410.858 1,655,965 

(95,014) 
_ 2,335,063 2,430~077 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 90 



PARISH OF ASCENSION DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
SALES AND USE TAX SINKING AND RESERVE DEBT SERVICE FUNDS The Sales and Use Tax Sinking and Reserve Debt Service Funds are used to accumulate monies for payment of the $1,810,000 refunding bonds issued in 1996. The bond issues are financed through a dedication of Pmish sales taxes. EAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE SINKING AND RESERVE DEBT SERVICE FUNDS The East Ascension Drainage Sinking and Reserve Debt Service Funds are used to accumulate monies for payment of the $5,000,000, $1,110,000, $5,000,000, and $2,885,000 public improvement bonds issued in 1988, 1989, 1990, and 1991, respectively, and $10,605,000 public improvement refunding bonds issued in 1996, to fund drainage projects of the East Ascension Drainage District of the Parish. The bond issue is financed throttgh a dedication of drainage sales taxes. SALES AND USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 2 SINKING AND RESERVE DEBT SERVICE FUNDS The Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking and Reserve Debt Service Funds are used to accumulate monies for payment of the $7,000,000 bond issued in 1995 to fund road construction, maintenance and fire protection. The bond issues are financed through a dedication of Parish sales taxes. COUNCIL ON AGING SINKING DEBT SERVICE FUND 
The Council on Aging Sinking Debt Service Fund is used to accumulate monies for payment of the $800,000 Certificate of Indebtedness issued in 1995. The debt issue is financed through dedication of ad valorem taxes for the elderly. LIBRARY DEBT SERVICE FUND The Library Debt Service Fund is used to accumulate monies for the payment of the 1977 bond issue of $2,200,000 for the purpose of acquiring sites and erecting buildings, including furniture, fixtures and equipment, for public libraries in Parish. The bond issue is financed by a property tax levy. BAYOU TERRACE BOND FUND The Bayou Terrace Bond Fund is used to accumulate funds for payment of the $606,960 debt issued in 1997 to fund road improvements. The debt issue is financial by a special property assessment. 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments Accounts receivable, net Due from other funds Total assets 

PARISH OF ASCENSION DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE LIABILITIES Deductions from ad valorem taxes Contribution to retirement system Deferred revenue Total liabilities FUND BALANCE Reserved for debt service Designated - subsequent year expenditures Fund balance Total liabilities and fund balance 

December 31.1997 
Public lml)rovement Bonds 

Sales & Use Tax Sinking 
3,643 205,445 223 

208,604 707 209,311 

Sales & Use Tax Reserve East Ascension Drainage Sinking East Ascension Drainage Reserve 
220,547 1,144,158 

261,484 $ 84,989 $ 1,364,705 
$ 

261.484 
261.484 $ 261,484 

81,519 3.470 84.989 
1,364,705 
364.705 $ 84r989 $ 1~364r705 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 92 



Public lmvrovemcnt Bonds Sales & Use Tax No. 2 Sinking_ 
$ 616,376 77,258 

Sales & Use Tax No. 2 Resewe 
General Obligation Debt Council on Aging Sinking Library Fund 

$ 700,000 
Bayou Terrace Bond 

$ $ 79,767 28,177 
$ 693.634 $ 700,000 $ 79,767 

$ 
693,634 700,000 79,767 28,177 
693.634 700,000 79,767 28,177 

143,292 524,521 

Exhibit D 

Totals morandum Onl 
1997 1996 
$ 224,190 3,263,688 524,744 77,258 667,813 $ 4,089,880 

$ 481,225 $ 4811225 

$ 83,869 3,011,570 214,879 290.885 

7,249 
481 ~225 4811225 7~249 
156,448 30.140 186~588 
3,574,338 34~317 3.608.655 693.634 $ 700,000 $ 79.767 $ 28,177 $ 667,813 $ 4,089,880 

93 

3,389,985 203,969 3,593,954 



PARISH OF ASCENSION DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Miscellaneous ]nlerest Special assessment fccs Total revenues EXPENDITURES Gcnerat government Contribution to retirement system Debt service Principal retirement IntereSt and bank charges Bond issue cost Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 Public Imorovement Bonds Sales & Use Tax Sinking Sales & Use Tax Reserve East Ascension Drainage Sinking 
$ $ $ 

East Aseension Drainage Reserve 
7,277 13,288 20,790 69,350 
7,277 13:288 20,790 69,350 
150,000 94,694 
244,694 

650,000 655,640 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (237,417)_ 13~288 (I :284~850) 69~350 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds of refunding debt Operating transfers in E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund Sales & Use Tax Fund Sales & Use Tax Reserve Fund Council on Aging Fund Sales & Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Bayou Terrace Construction Fund Payment to refund debt escrow agent Operating transfers out E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Sales & Use Tax Sinking Fund Council on Aging Fund Sales & Use Tax District No. 2 Fund 

246,287 

(7,277) (13,288) 

1,303,400 

(20,787) (69,350) 
Total other financing sources (uses) 239t010 (13,288) 1 ~282,613 69,350 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 261.484 

(2,237) 
2091311 ~ 2611484 $ g4rgg9 $ 1~364T705 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 arc an integral part of this statement. 94 



Public Improvement Bonds General Oblieation Debt Council on Sales & Use Tax Sales & Use Tax Aging No. 2 Sinking No. 2 Reserve Sinking Library Fund 
. $ $ - $ 20,434 40,553 2,270 
20.434 
540,000 363.060 
903.060 

~ 40~553 2~270 
75,000 41.550 

Bayou Terrace Bond 
250 $ 2,050 

95,000 5,250 
. 116,550 -- 200,250 

(882,626) 40,553 (114,280) ~ (197,950) 

927.100 

(20,434) (40,553) 

19,217 

(2,270) 
906~666 (40~553) 116~947 
24.040 
669~594 700~000 693~634 $ 7001000 

Totals 

Exhibit D- 1 

Memorandum On 
- $ 33,196 125.738 158~934 

,240 
240 

28,894 

250 $ 209,208 125.738 335.196 
1,610,000 1.161.434 
2,771,434 

216,258 182.723 
398~981 
7,249 1,930,000 1,317,459 458.942 3,713.650 

(2,436~238) (3~314~669) 
1,303,400 246,287 119,217 927,100 28,894 
(90,137) (20,565) (2,270) (60,987) 

2,415,000 1,295,346 734,600 399,599 116,400 925,325 (12,191,568) (141,427) (33,391) (399,599) (2,522) (38,1oo) . 28~894 2,450r939 2,779,663 
2,667 (197,950) 186,588 14,701 (535,006) 
77,100 226fl27 $ 79~767 $ 28r177 $ 186,588 $ 3r608~655 $ 3~593.954 
95 



PARISH OF ASCENSION CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS 
FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 CONSTRUCTION FUND The Fire District No. 1 Construction Fund is used to account for the construction of the Fire Department facilities. EAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE CONSTRUCTION CAPITAL PROJECT FUND The East Ascension Drainage Construction Capital Project Fund is used to account for the proceeds of a bond issue for the purpose of constructing and/or acquiring drainage facilities in the Parish. Such expenditures are to be funded with the proceeds of public improvement bonds. ROAD PROJECTS CAPITAL PROJECT FUND The Road Projects Capital Project Fund is used to account for sales tax revenue dedicated for the purpose of constructing and improving roads in the Parish. SEWER PROJFCT FUND The Sewer Project Fund is used to account for construction of a sewer system for a portion of the Parish. COUNCIL ON AGING BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FUND The Council on Aging Building Construction Fund is used to account for the construction of the building to be used by the Ascension Parish Council on Aging. OFFICE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FUND The Office Building Construction Fund is used to account for the construction and renovation of office facilities for the Parish Department of Public Works and Gonzales Mental Health. 
BAYOU TERRACE ROAD PROJECT The Bayou Terrace Road Project Fund is used to account for the construction of the Bayou Terrace road improvement project. HEALTH UNIT CONSTRUCTION PROJECT FUND The Health Unit Construction Project Fund is used to account for the construction of the Ascension Parish Health Unit. 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments Due from other funds 

PARISH OF ASCENSION CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS 
COMBINING BALANCE SHEET December 31, 1997 

Fire District No. 1 Construction 
387~500 

East Ascension Drainage Road Sewer Project Projects Project 
205,391 1,065,537 1,581,022 $ 8,202,079 46,073 340.181 Total assets $ 387r500 $ lr2701928 $ 10r123r282 LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE LIABILITIES AccountS payable and accrued liabilities Due to other funds Contracts payable Total liabilities 

$ 98,771 10.591 109.362 
19,009 $ 280.878 29%887 FUND BALANCE Designated - subsequent year expenditures 275,200 1,238,700 6,480,700 Undesignated 2~938 32,228 3,342~695 Fund balance 278,138 1,270,928 9,823,395 Total liabilities and fund balance $ 387,500 $ 1~270r928 $ 10r123r282 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 97 

46.073 
39,022 
39.022 
7.051 7.05 $ 46,073 



Office Building Construction Bayou Terrace Road Project 
$ 869,286 

22,255 22~255 
754,850 92,181 847.031 

$ 

$ 340 
Health Unit Construction Totals (Memorandum Onh 

$ 365,015 
1997 1996 
1,786,413 10,548,330 727,681 $ 341,040 6,400,841 2fl06,229 

340 $ 
340 
365,015 

58,371 $ 201,313 98,771 313,724 340.053 470,866 
9,114.465 3~477~093 

541,366 
1,692,818 6~613~926 365~015 12,591,558 8~306,744 340 $ 365.015 $ 1310621424 $ 8~848r110 

98 
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REVENUES Intergovernmenta Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPENDITURES Public works Capital projects Total expenditures 

PARISH OF ASCENSION CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS 
COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES For the year ended December 31, 1997 

Fire District No. 1 Construction East Ascension Drainage Road Sewer Project Project Project 

109~362 109,362 

$ 6,490 67.089 314.064 67.089 314.064 
116,332 116,306 2,572~112 232.638 2,572~112 

6.490 
121,60 121.60 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (109,362) __ (165,549) (2,258,048) (115,111) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds from long - term debt Operating transfers in Operating transfers out 387,500 

Total other financing sources (uses) 3877500 
5,802,186 14,000 
5,802a 186 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) 278,138 (165,549) 3,544,138 FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year $ 278r138 $ Ir270r928 $ 9r823t395 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 99 

14,000 
108.162 7.051 



Office Building Construction Council on Aging Bayou Terrace Building Road Project Health Unit Construction 
$ $ $ 47.008 

106.589 106~589 
(106,589) 
953,620 
953.620 

47.008 
26,379 
20.629 
609,954 (107,376) (641~040) (107,376) (31,086) 847,031 (107,376) (10,457) 

107.376 10.457 365.015 $ 847,031 $ $ $ 365.015 

100 

Totals Memorandum Only) 

.Exhibit E-I 

1997 1996 
$ 6,490 428fl61 434.651 
116,332 3~052~349 3.168.681 

516.477 516.477 
1,133,878 . 6,253,434 7~387~312 

(2,734,030) . (6,870,835) 
609,954 7,157,306 ~ (748,416) 7.018.844 4,216,919 (4,216,919) 4,284,814 (2,653,916) 

10.960.660 $ 12r591r558 $ 8r306t744 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 CONSTRUCTION FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURES Capital projects Landscape and architectura Conb-act payments Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess expenditures over revenues OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in Fire District No. I Fund Excess of other sources over expenditures 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Exhibh E-2 

Budget 
9,500 101,800 1.000 112~300 

Actua 
8,991 99,961 410 109.362 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
509 1,839 590 2.938 

012,300) (109,362) 2,938 
387,500 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are integral part of this statement. I01 

387.500 
278,138 $ 2,938 
278.138 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION EAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE PROJECT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest EXPENDITURES Public works Contra6t payments Capital projects Engineer Miscellaneous Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 l, 1997 
1997 

Budget Aetua 
$ 69~300 $ 67~089 
116.400 93,600 200 210,200 

116,332 116,235 71 232.638 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
$ (2,211) 
68 (22,635) 129 (22,438) 

Exhibit E-3 

1996 Aetua 
126,168 
1.133.878 263,022 33.746 1,430.646 Excess (deficiency)ofrevenues over expenditures (140,900) (165,549) (24,649) (1,304,478) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

220.000 
(165,549) $ (24,649) (1,084,478) 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 102 

2,520,955 $ 1,436,477 



PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD PROJECT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest EXPENDITURES Capital projects Contract payments Professional Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 
Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 

$ 287.700 $ 314.064 $ 26.364 
2,531,300 418.000 2,157,792 414~320 2,949,300 2~572,112 

373,508 3.680 377.188 

Exhibit E-4 

1996 Actual 
$ 368~826 
4,160,539 500.457 . 4fi60,996 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (2~661,600) (2,258~048) 403,552 (4,292,170) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Sales & Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Total financing sources Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

2,523,300 1~581~900 4~105~200 
4,079,196 1.722.990 5.802.186 

1,555,896 141.090 1,739,795 1.446.154 3.185.949 
3,544,138 $ 2,100,538 (1,106,221) 
6,279~257 7,385,478 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 103 



PARISH OF ASCENSION SEWER PROJECT FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES lntergovemment~l LA Community Develop Block Grant EXPENDITURES Capital projects Contract payments Administration fees Engineering Miscellaneous Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 
1997 

Budget Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
6.490 $ 6.490 $ $ 
106,000 5,291 1,000 12,650 124,941 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (118,451) 

102,785 5,291 1,000 12~525 121.601 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax District No. I Fund 14.000 14.000 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

3,215 
125 

Exhibit E-5 

1996 Actual 

3,220 9,000 634 3,340 12,854 
3,340 (12,854) 
~ 103~220 

(101,111) $ 3r340 90,366 
108.162 7.051 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 104 

17.796 108.162 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION OFFICE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 1N FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURES Capital projects Landscape and architectura Contract payments Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess expenditures over revenues OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in General Fund Road and Bridge Fund E.A. Drainage Fund E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund Health Unit Fund Total other financing sources Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 
1997 

Exhibit E-6 

Budget 
$ 49,920 144,850 4.000 198.770 

Actual 
49,776 52,985 3.828 106~589 

Vnriuuee - favorable (unfavorable_)_ 
144 91,865 172 92,181 

(198,770) (106,589) 92,181 
145,500 145,500 145,500 145,500 371.620 953.620 

145,500 145,500 145,500 145,500 371,620 953.620 
$ 754,850 847,031 $ 92,18 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are integral part of this statement. 105 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION COUNCIL ON AGING BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest EXPENDITURES Capital projects Professional Capital outlay - facilities Contract payments Other Total expenditures Excess expenditures over revenues 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1997 
1997 

Budget Actual Variance - favorable _(unfavorable) 

Exhibit E-7 

1996 Actua 
$ $ $ 21,483 

1,460 
1.460 
(I,460) 

1.460 
1.460 
16,504 652,135 2~293 670,932 

1,460 (649,449) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfer out Concil on Aging Fund (105,916) (107,376) (1,460) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 
(107,376) $ 
107,376 

(649,449) 
756,825 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 106 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION BAYOU TERRACE ROAD PROJECT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest Special assessment fees Total revenues EXPENDITURES Capital projects Engineer Contract payments Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1997 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds from long-term debt Operating transfers in Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Operating transfers out Bayou Terrace Bond Fund Sales & Use Tax District No. I Fund Total financing sources (uses) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

1997 

10,600 31.750 42,350 
4,400 30.850 

Actual 
15,251 31,757 47.008 
4,397 21.982 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
4,651 7 4.658 
3 8~868 

Exhibit E-8 

1996 Actual 

111,546 483,738 6,409 35,250 26,379 8,871 601 ~693 
7.100 20.629 
609,950 609,954 
(25,8~3) (612,150) (28,890) . (612,150) 

13,529 (601,693)_ 
4 
(3,077) 612,150 

(28,013) (31,086) (3,073) . 612,150 
10.457 

Notes on Exhibit A-$ are integral part of this statement. 107 

10.457 
10.457 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 

GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT GROUP OF ACCOUNTS 

This group of accounts is used to account for unmatured general long-term liabilities of the Parish of Ascension 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION 

SCHEDULE OF FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION 

SPECIAL INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORTS 

113 



 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued our report thereon dated April 24, '1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General oft_he United States. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of the other auditors. The financial statements of the Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 were compiled by other accountants and their report dated April 1, 1997, stated they did not audit or review those financial statements and, accordingly, express no opinion or other form of assurances on them. 

114 6811 Jefferson Bighway ~ Baton Rouge, IA 70806 ~ Business: (504) 927-9470 ~ Facsimile: (504) 927-9474 706 Railroad Avenue ~ Doniddsonville, IA 70346 ~ Business: (504) 473-7719 An indepemlent men~ber of BKR International 



 
Furthermore, the compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants and internal control over financial reporting of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented component units listed above was evaluated by other auditors and those reports, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the PARISH OF ASCENSION's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance wilh certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do no express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing our audit, we considered the PARISH OF ASCENSION's internal control over financial reporting to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the intemal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the intemal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 
This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana April 24, 1998 
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Certified Public Accountants 



 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON PARISH SYSTEM OF ROAD TRANSPORTATION 
Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued our report thereon dated April 24, 1998. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended componenl unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included, was based on the report of the other auditors. The financial statements of the Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 were compiled by other accountants and this report dated April 1, 1997, stated they did not audit or review those financial statements and, accordingly, express no opinion or other form of assurances on them. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller of the United Slates, and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133, "Audits of State, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations." Those standards and OMB Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
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Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the PARISH OF ASCENSION, is the responsibility of the Parish of Ascension's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statemen!.s are free of material misstatemem, we tested the Parish of Ascension's compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 48:751-760, the Parish Transportation Act, relating to the adoption of a parish system of road administration. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of material noncompliance with the provisions of the Parish Transportation Act. This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and Legislative Auditor However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana April 24,1998 
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO EACH MAJOR PROGRAM AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-133 
Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
Compliance We have audited the compliance of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, with the types of compliance requirements described in the U. S. Office of Management and gudget (OMB) Circular A- 133 Compliance Supplement that are applicable to its major federal program for the year ended December 31, 1997. The PARISH OF ASCENSION's major federal program is identified in the summary of auditor's results section of the accompanying schedule of federal financial assistance. Compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to its major federal program is the responsibility of the PARISH OF ASCENSION's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the PARISH OF ASCENSION'S compliance based on our audit. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: District AlIorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Twenty-Third Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included, was based on the report of the other auditors. The financial statements of the Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 were compiled by other accountants and their report dated April 1, 1997, stated they did not audit or review those financial statements and, accordingly, express no opinion or other form of assurances on them 
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We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Those standards and OMB Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the PARISH OF ASCENSION's compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit does not provide a legal determination on the Parish of Ascension's compliance with those requirements. In our opinion, the Parish of Ascension, complied, in all material respects, with the requirements referred to above that are applicable to its major federal program for the year ended December 31, 1997. Internal Control Over Compliance The management of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over compliance with requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to federal programs. In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Parish of Ascension's internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OMB Circular A-133. Our consideration of the internal control over compliance would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the intemal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that noncompliance with applicable requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants that would be material in relation to a major federal program being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over compliance and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Certified Public Accountants Baton Rouge, Louisiana April 24, 1998 
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Honorable President and the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the parish of Ascension (the Parish) for the year ended December 31, 1997, we considered its internal control structure to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the intemal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Parish's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, none of the observations described in Attachment A are believed to be reportable conditions or material weaknesses. Attachment B recaps the variance between the operating surplus (deficit) budgeted and the actual result. In general, the actual result was a greater operating surplus than anticipated. This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Parish Council managemant, the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and others within the organization. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana April 24, 1998 (except as to the responses which are as of June 22, 1998) 
Certified Public Accountants 
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OPERATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
INTERFUND RECEIVABLES/PAYABLES - 97-1 

Attachmenl A 

Observation: The Parish funds have inter-fund debt that has arisen from several sources, as follows: ~ Smaller balances from prior years that should be resolved by making a cash transfer and/or forgiveness of the balance. These amounts are as follows: 
General Fund Road and Bridge Fund East Ascension Drainage Fund East Ascension Major Drainage Fund Sewer District No. 6 

Due from $ 7,827 4,696 3,479 119,871 East Ascension Drainage Fund: East Ascension Major Drainage Fund 63,549 Amounts that result from certain funds that lack sufficient cash to fund their activilics on an on-going basis. The significant amounts of interfund borrowing as of December 31, 1997, are as follows: General Fund East Ascension Drainage West Ascension Drainage $1,102,739 701,747 26.824 
$1,831,310 The end rcsult is thai cash from restricted funds, i.e., the sales tax funds, arc in effect pernlanently appropriated to the activities of the funds indicated abovc. Recommendation: An analysis be prepared of those funds that incur cash deficits throughout the year to determine the amounts necessary to prevent significant cash deficits. Subsequently, consideration be given to making transfers necessary to eliminate the inter-fund borrowing indicated above. Response: For the first items, amounts were transferred for all amounts, except for the Sewerage District No. 6 receivable, on June 22 to eliminate the inter-fund debt. The receivable for Sewer District No. 6 is addressed in item 96-3. For the second group, these funds maintain positive fund balances as a result of the accrual of ad valorem taxes at the end of the year; however, the accruals do not provide the related cash flow. Therefore, we will evaluate the alternative of altering the accounting policy of accounting for ad valorem taxes on a cash basis rather than accrual. 



SALES TAX FUND TRANSFERS - 97-2 
Observation: Actual transfers from the Sales Tax District No. | Fund to the General and Road and Bridge Ftmds were less than the budgeted amounts by an aggregate of approximately $536,000. Sufficient amounts were transferred to maintain a fund balance for each fund. 
On the other hand, transfers to the Road Construction Fund exceeded the budget amount by $1,503,000. The budget ordinance does direct that the excess collections are to be transferred to the Road Construction Fund. The excess collections of sales tax was $971,709 but the transfers to the Road Construction Fund were $1,503,000 for a difference of $531,582. Furthermore, this excess was financed by the amount referenced in the previous paragraph. Recommendation: The budget ordinance clearly define the intention of the Council with (1) transfers to the General, and Road and Bridge Funds set at a maximum amount and/or linked to the resulting fund balance and (2) budgeted amounts for transfer to the Road Construction Fund be appropriately adjusted. Management response: The language in the budget ordinance will be altered in the Parish's next duly adopted budget. The result has been consistent with the intent of the Council in its approval of the budget which has been also been consistent with adoption and execution of the budget in prior periods. 

DECENTRALIZED CASH COLLECTIONS - 97-3 
Observation: 11ae collection of cash is currently being accomplished at locations separate from the Finance Department. Locations collecting cash for services provided and preparing the related bank deposit, include the following: 
t Ascension Parish Permit Office * Mental Health Unit (Gonzales and Donaldsonville) ~ Darrow Community Center ~ Oak Grove Community Center ~ Ascension Parish Recreation ~ Ascension Parish Civic Center As part of the audit, we reviewed the cash procedures for the Ascension Parish Permit and Gonzales Mental Health offices. The review of the Parish Permit office resulted in no constructive comments concerning their cash handling procedures. 



Findings pertaining to our review o~" procedures at the Gonzales Mental Health office are as follows: * Charges for services and cash receipts are kept manually on patient fee cards. The cash received is balanced daily between copies of manual receipts provided to patients, patient fee cards and bank deposits. ~ Cash received is deposited once a week. ~ No computer software applications are used to account for receivables from patients oald insurance billings. ~ Management with Mental Health reported that billings for insurance are currently two years in arrears. Management stated that an effort is being made to get insurance billings up to date. Management contends that the lack of billing was due to an inadequate maintenance of records by a prior administration. 
Recommendation: Although, the segregation of responsibility between personnel appears proper at the locations visited, we recommend the Parish Finance Office implement the following: ~ ~ Evaluate the cash handling system for each of these activities to have the appropriate procedures in place for the handling of cash. ~ Each office develop use of computer software applications to account for revenues billed and cash received, along with submission of monthly reports "to the Parish Finance Office for inclusion in the Parish's financial statements, ~ Cash received be deposited on a daily basis. ~ On a periodic basis, compliance with these procedures be tested to monitor adherence with the designated procedures for the collection and deposit of funds. ~ Monitor the collection of Mental Health insurance billings for the two year period. ~ Assist the Mental Health office with the development of proper billing and record maintenance procedures to ensure current and accurate charges for services. Management response: Subject to the availability of personnel competent to review these procedures, the Treasurer's office will visit these locations to review their cash handling procedures. 



INVESTMENTS - 97-4 
Observation: The investment portfolio of the Parish consists of certificates of deposit issued by local banks as well as U.S. Treasury obligations. ]'he investment yields at December 31, 1997, vary as follows: Description Certifcates of deposit U.S. Treasury bills 

Yield 4.26% to 6.00% 5.00% to 5.78% 
Maturity 3/19/98 to 12/30/98 1/8/98 to 12/10/98 In 1998, interest income aggregated $1,515,517. The yield on investments could be enhanced by Extending the maturity of investments as no single issue extends beyond one year. Increasing the investment in certificates of deposit where the investment yield is greater than that provided by U.S. Treasury obligations. As the current investment policy limits investment in certificates of deposit to no more than 20%, this aspect of the policy needs to be re-evaluated for alteration. Recommendation: Consideration be given to the enhancement of invesWaent income by extending the maturity of investments and altering the mix of government obligations to certificates of deposit. The income differential should be evaluated relative to the associated risks. Management response: At the current time, the Treasurer's staffis unable to devote more time to evaluating the options available in investing these funds. We do concur with the comment that investment yields could be marginally enhanced by changing the mix of the investment type and extending the maturity. As an initial step, the investment policy will be reviewed to submit a proposed amendment to the Council for consideration. 

WATERWORKS DISTRICT NO. 7 - 97-5 
Observation: The Ascension Parish Waterworks District No. 7 conducted financial transactions during 1997. Accounting for these transactions by the District was included in the financial statements of the Parish through audit entry. Funding of $2.2 million is expected to be received in 1998 for the construction of a water system. Recommendations: We recommend the following ~ The Parish maintain the District's general ledger and provide monthly financial statements. ~ The Parish administer the funding grant to ensure compliance with the requirements related to federal funding. ~ The District's audit of the financial statements continue to be incorporated into the Parish's annual report since the District is a component unit of the Parish. Management response: An inlergovemmental agreement will be proposed for the Parish to administer the construction project to be funded by a grant. 



ACCOUNTS PAYABLE - 97-6 
Observation: During our review of accounts payable subsidiary records, it was noted that the following funds have accounts payable balances that are several years in arrears: 
General Fund Mental Helth Fund Jail Fund Sewer Project Fund 

1994 1995 1996 Toml 16,320 $ 
20,000 

207 $ 392 777 377 $ 16,904 2,931 3,323 117 894 - 20,000 
Recommendation: We recommend the Parish review these accounts payable balances to eliminate recorded amounts that do not represent liabilities. Management response: These amounts for 1995 and 1996 were adjusted from the accounts payable records by adjusting journal entry on June 22, 1998. Additional steps are being taken for the amounts related to 1994, as follows: ~ The Parish Attorney is to address the $16,320 with correspondence to the billing agency as the Parish has denied liability. ~ The grants administrator is reviewing the $20,000 for appropriate resolution. 

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE - 97-7 
Observation: Our review of each fund type identified a significant portion of revenue classified as miscellaneous. In particular, a large amount of revenue was reported as miscellaneous in the following funds: 
Road and Bridge Fund East Ascension Drainage Major Fund Mental Health Fund 23rd Judicial District FINS Fund Governors' Safe and Drug Free Program Fund 

$ 100,640 228,500 51,913 29,084 119,687 Recommendation: We recommend the use of revenue accounts be reviewed for the classification of revenue as the majority of these amounts are actually earned revenues or grants. The use of a description such as miscellaneous neither conveys the nature of the type of revenue received nor does it reflect the type of activity common to these particular fund types. Management response: The financial office has reviewed these classifications with the appropriated personnel for future recordings. 



BAYOu TERRACE ASSESSMENTS RECEIVABLE '- 97-8 
Observation: The accounting for property assessments is being accomplished through the use of a spreadsheet computer software application. Recommendation: We recommend that the Parish account for the Bayou Terrace assessments through an accounting program capable of recording transactions related to assessments receivable. The use of such a program will provide a more efficient means to monitor outstanding assessments, as well as a clear historical record of the activity of each accoun~ over the ten year period. Management response: An accounting package for accounts receivable will be purchased and the staff will be converting the applicable records in July, 1998. FINANCE OFFICE PERSONNEL - 97-9 Observation: The majority of the comments listed, in this letter, would be resolved by hiring an accountant, with appropriate qualifications, to assist the Secretary/Treasurer. In general, the activities of the Parish have become more complex in recent years. Consequently, the effort required by accounting personnel to conduct daily tasks has resulted in missed opportunities for the improvement of Parish operations. The addition of an accountant would allow for the realization of operational efficiencies. Recommendation: The Parish hire an accountant to provide assistance with financial management. Various duties currently being performed by the assistant SecretaryFl'reasurer could be reassigned to the new position. Accordingly, the assistant Secretary/Treasurer could address more complex issues of Parish finance, such as: ~ Analysis of the Parish's investment portfolio. ~ Implementation of an accounts payable and encumbrance accounting system. ~ Assist with the analysis of grant administration. ~ Enhance internal control policies and procedures. ~ Cost control procedures. ~ Monitor off-site financial activity. Management response: The feasibility of adding this position will be addressed in the 1999 budget process as management is in agreement with the comment. 



PRIOR YEAR OPERATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITMENTS - 96-I Observation: The level of complexity of the operation of the activities of the Parish have increased considerably in recent years. A major aspect of this increased complexity has been in the increased obligations - from the perspective of recurring and non-recurring obligations - for which Parish resources are committed. These commitments could be recognized in the financial records of the Parish in a more timely manner. This comment was included in the 1996 report; there has been no apparent steps taken to address this comment. Recommendation: Accordingly, it is our reconamendation that the Parish implemen't the recordation of accounts payable and encumbrances. 
Accounts Payable Previously, we have recommended that accounts payable be recorded for inclusion on interim financial statements. We have discussed several considerations associated with entering liabilities into the accounting system prior to payment; however, such obstacles should not be a barrier to the implementation of recording accounts payable in a more timely manner. Addilionally, we continue to think that this process will enhance the efficiency of the aecounling process. Encumbrances Accounting for encumbrances involves the recording of obligations for unspent funds that have been comrnitted by means of purchase orders or executory contracts. As a result, encumbrances are used to reflect committed, but unspent resources, thereby providing a more accurate record of available budgetary authorizations. In general, the recognition of accounts payable and encumbrances will result in an appropriate recognition of the obligations of the Parish at the earliest opportunity relative to when an obligation is created rather than when a check is written. The upgrading of the computer system should improve the efficiency with which these procedures could be implemented. Initially, the effort to record these obligations should center on the opportunities for easy implementation rather than being concerned with the complexities that impede any implementation. Finally, the centralization of responsibility for such recording should result in an individual who is well informed of the status of all major outstanding commitments of the Parish. Management response: Currently, the Council is in the process of implementing a parish wide computer network system. In connection with this implementation, a much revised purchase order system is being procured that will provide a state of the an encumbrance system. It is anticipated that the encumbrance system will be integrated with accounts payable recording and operational by the end of the year. 



GRANTS - 96-2 
In 1996, we recommended that the administrative system for the execution of all aspects of grant administration be reviewed with the intention of centralizing the coordination of the sharing of information related to all grants received. During 1997, the Parish developed a policy for the administration of grant agreements. The implementation of this policy resulted in a much improved grant reporting for the year ended December 31, 1997, and this matter has been resolved. 

SEWER DISTRICT NO. 6 - 96-3 
Observation: In 1996 and prior years, we recommended that the Parish resolve the collection of delinquent sewerage assessments and sewerage services fees due to the District. The repayment of funds owed to the District will provide the means for repayment to the Parish. In 1997, the collection of sewerage assessments and past due amounts for service fees was virtually non-existent. Furthermore, as of December 31, 1997, the District still owed the Parish $119,871. The resolution of these delinquent accounts receivable by the District is essential to repayment of its debt to the Parish. Recommendation: We issued a letter dated December 2, 1996, that contained an analysis of certain aspects of financial matters concerning the District and ultimately the Parish. Those recommendations included the following matters: 1. Hire an attorney with the appropriate qualifications to represent the District. 2. Resolve the outstanding account balances with the members of the Board of Directors. 3. Execute a plan to collect assessments and sewer user fees that are currently outstanding. 4. Resolve the difference in impact fees. 5. Transfer the repossessed lots to the Parish for application of sales proceeds to the debt. Alternatively, and subject to approval of the Parish's attorney, the repossessed lots could be transferred to the Parish for sale or other use, and the remaining balance due to the Parish eliminated. In this manner, the Parish will dispose of this matter, thereby stopping the further use of resources with any resulting collection of funds available to the District for the upgrading of its system. In any event, no action by the Council is in effect a resolution of the matter in that the inter-fund debt should be reclassified as a transfer. As such, official action should be taken by the Council to acknowledge the reality of the situation. Management response: We concur with the recommendation. An appraisal for lots seized by the District has been obtained. Management intents to work with the District for the sale of lots to reduce and/or eliminate the inter-fund indebtedness. 



DEPOSITS - 96-4 
Observation: In 1996, we reported that the Parish deposited funds into its operating accounts every two to three days. Deposits, in the form of checks, were placed in a safe at the Finance Office until delivered to the bank. We recommended that deposits received be made on a daily basis. During 1997, the Parish began depositing funds on a daily basis. This matter has been resolved to our satisfaction. 

BANK RECONCILIATIONS - 96-5 Observation: In 1996, we recommended that bank reconciliations be completed no later than three weeks after the bank statement date. During 1997, the Parish initiated steps to have bank statements prepared on a more timely basis, This matter has been resolved to our satisfaction. FUND DEFICITS - 96-6 Observation: In 1996, Fund deficits of a minor amount existed in the following funds 
~ Road Lighting District No. 4 Fund ~ Darrow Community Center Fund 

We recommended that these deficits be eliminated. During 1997, the fund deficit in the Darrow Community Center Fund was eliminated. The fund deficit in the Road Lighting District No. 4 Fund at December 31, 1997, was $732. Recommendation: We recommend that this fund deficit be eliminated Management response: Expenditures for 1998 are being reduced in the Road Lighting District No, 4. Lighting services have been reduced to lower costs and eliminate the fund deficit. 
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Ascension Parish Council Council Administered Funds For the year ended December 31, 1997 
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