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We have audited the accompanying component unit financial statements of the City Court of Hammond, (a component unit of the City of Hammond), as of and for the year ended June 30, ] 998, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standard~ app3ieable to financial audits contained in Government AuditiJ~tandards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. All audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the component unit financial statements referred to in paragraph one present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the City Court of Ilammond as of June 30, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with GQvernment Auditinm S%andards, we have also issued a report dated August 20, 1998, on our consideration of the City Court of Hammond's internal contro] over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was made for the statements taken as a whole purpose of forming an opinion on The co~tbining, individual fund the component unit financial and individual account group financial statements listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the financial statements of the City Court of Hammond, Louisiana. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the examination of the component unit financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the col~lponent unit financial statements taken as a whole. 
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CITY COURT OF HAMMOND 
The financial information for the preceding year which is included for comparative purposes was taken from the financial report for that year in which an unqualified opinion o11 the financial statements of the City Court of Hamlnond was performed by Rannis T. Bourgeois & Co., L.L.P. Respectfully submitted 



 



 



 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond. Louisiana OF REVENUES EXPENDITURES AlqD CHANGES IN ]~I]ND ]~AT,AN(~E BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL F[IND For the Year Ended June 30, 1998 With Comparative Actual Amounts for the Year Ended June 30, 3997 

REVENUES : Contribution from criminal Docket Funds Received - Department of Public Safety Grant Revenue Interest Income Contribution from civil Docket Contribution from civil Docket - Judges Fees Earned Probation Fees Contribution from criminal Docket - Public Defender Fees Intergovernmental - On Behalf Payments Other Fees Total Revenues 

1998 
BUDGET ACTUAL 
$296,600 5,000 25,000 24,000 40,000 27,000 6,000 104,348 1,000 $528,948 

$288,696 5,975 17,433 25,499 32.372 50,958 30.991 16,598 83,308 32,78~ $564,619 

VARIANCE - FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE) 
975 17,433 499 8.372 10,958 3.991 

1997 ACTUAL 
$302,888 4,375 1,203 23,29] 27.025 52,201 19.173 10.598 9,257 (21,040 11,789 $ 35,671 
73,308 10,781 $523,502 Other Financing Sources: Operating Transfers in from Reporting Entity - City Of Hammond 185 400 180,000 { 5.400) ]80.00Q Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources $714,348 $744,619 $ 30,271 $703,502 Expenditures: Sa]aries Payroll Tax and Employee Benefits Computer Software and Programming Fees 0udges Salary and Fees Public Defender Fees Educational Conferences and Seminars Equipment Purchases Equipment Repairs and Maintenance Contracts 

$487,948 81,200 8,800 40,000 6.000 14,500 20,500 17.300 CONTINUED 

$404,525 79,602 12,220 90,250 4.250 14,357 20,471 10.733 

$ 83,423 ],598 3,420 50,250 3.750 143 29 6.567 

$362,014 63.028 8,820 88,322 5.923 11,482 37,935 ]7.816 



 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAl, qTATVMVNT~ June 30. 1998 
NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - The City Court of Hammond ("Court") co]lects fines and court costs, and remits these fines to the City of Hammond and Tanglpahoa Parish Council. The financial statements of the Criminal Docket and Civil Docket have been prepared on the cash basis as they primarily operate in a fiduciary capacity. The financial statements of the General Fund have been prepared on the modified accrual basis in order to fairly present the operations of the Court. The accounting and reporting polices of the City Court of Hammond conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:517 and to the guides set forth in the industry audit guide, 
A. FINANCIAL REPORTING ENTITY For reporting purposes the City of Hammond, Louisiana, serves as the financial reporting entity for both the municipality (City of Hammond} and for the city Court of Hammond Court System. The financial reporting entity consists of (i) the primary government (all funds under the auspices of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hammond), (2) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountabl~, and (3) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entlty's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement NO. 14, the Financla] Reporting Entity, established criteria for determining which component ~nits should be considered part of the City of Hammond for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria are as fo]lows: Legal status of the potential component unit including the right to incur its own debt, levy its own taxes and charges, expropriate property in its own name, sue and be sued, and the right to buy, sell and lease property in its own name. Whether the City governing authority (Mayor and Board of Aldermen) appoints a majority of board members of the potential component unit. Fiscal interdependency between the City and the potential component unit.. Imposition of will by the City on the potential component unit F~nancial benefit/burden relationship between the City and the potential component unit. 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond, Louisiana NOT~fi TO FTNANCTAL ~TA~MENT~ (CONTI~]~D June 30, 3.998 
Based on the previous criteria, the City Court of }lammond should be considered a component unit of the City of Hammond. Since the Judge of the Court is an elected official and has certain statutorily defined sources of funds for his own operating and/or capital budget discretion, the funds of the City Court of Hammond should be discretely presented Jn the City of Hammond's general purpose financial statements for the year ended June 30, 3998. B. FUND ACCOUNTING The accounts of the Court are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self- balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds base~ upon the purposes for which they are to he spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds of the Court are grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into two generic funds types and two broad fund categories as follows: GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Court. ]it is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. F~DUCIARY FUND TYPES Agency Funds - Agency Funds are used to account for assets held by the Court Jn a trustee capacity or as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments, and/or other funds. Agency Funds are custodial Jn nature (assets equal l]abilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. C. FIXED ASSETS The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental fund type operations are accounted for on a spending or "flnancia] flow" measurement focus. This means that only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of "available spendable ~esources". Governmental fund operation statements present increases (revenues and other f~nancing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other financJng uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a summary of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" during a period. 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond, Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED[ June 30, 1998 
Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost D. ACCUMULATED UNPAID VACATION AND SICK PAY The Court's liability for accumulated unpaid vacation pay at June 30, 1998 and 1997 has been recorded in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group equal to the total hours of vacation accumulated at that date, times the employees hourly l-ate at that date. Employees accrue hours based upon their length of service. Sick pay has not been accrued as the employee's right to sick pay does not vest under state law. E. BUDGETS The City Court of Hammond is not required 39:]303-15, to adopt a budget. However prepare a budget for the year ended June 30 under the provisions of LSA-R.S generally accepted accounting principles as Formal budgetary integration is not employed Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted lapse at the end of each year. 

the City Court of ]lan~nond did 1998, on a basis consistent with applied to governmental units. as a management control device. All budgetary appropriations 
F. TOTAL COLUMNS ON COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW Total Colutm~s on the Combined Statements - Overview are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. NOTE 2 - INTEREST EARNED - The civil Docket. has placed funds in an interest-bearing account. Since the Civil Docket operates in a fiduciary capacity and is not required to pay interest on bonds paid in advance of trial, interest income is transferred to the General Fund and used for operations of the Court. NOTE 3 - FUND BALANCE - RESERVED FOR JUDGE'S FEES - Fund Balance - Reserved for Judge's Fees the General Fund to reflect judge's fees been remitted to the judge due to legal 

i0 
has been included on the Balance Sheet of which have been earned, but which have not limitations. 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond. Louisiana NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (~ONTTMIIED June 30. 1998 
NOTE 4 - FUND BALANCE - DESIGNATED FOE CAPITAL OUTLAY - The Judge has appropriated monies and the interest earned thereon to be used for future equipment purchases and capita] improvements. The total accumulated at June 30, 1998, for this purpose is $205,787. NOTE 5 - FUND BALANCE - RESERVED FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER'S FEES - Fund Balance - Reserved for Public Defender's Fees has been included on the Balance Sheet of the General Fund to reflect public defender's fees which have been collected, but which have not been expended. NOTE 6 - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS - For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivalents include cash, demand deposits, and time certificates of deposit. Under state law the Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, any other state in the union, or under the laws of the United States. Further, the Court may invest in time deposits or certificates of deposit of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. As confirmed by the applicable banks, the Court had cash and cash equivalents totaling $795,550 with a carrying value of $760,478 at June 30, 1998. Cash and cash equivalents are stated at cost, which approximates market. These deposits must be secured under state law by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the bank. These p]edged securities are to be held in the name of the pledging bank in a custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to the parties involved. The fol]owlng is a summary of cash and cash equivalents at June 30, 1998, with the related federal deposit insurance and pledged securities. 

ash in Non-Interest Bearing Accounts ash in Interest Bearing Accounts ash Equivalents; - Time Certificates Of Deposit 
Uncollateralized And Held by the The Name of the Securities Pledged Custodial Bank in Fiscal Agent 

CONFIRMED BANK BALANCES J[INE 30. 199Z 

Ii 

$203,568 138.150 453 832 $7~!~550 

FDIC/FSLIC INSURANCE $196,406 9.371 273,832 $~9,609 

BALANCES UNINSURED $ 7,162 128.779 ~80,000 $335,941 
783,074 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond, Louisiana NOTE~ TO FINANCIAL ~TAT~M~NTS (CONTINUEE June 30. 1998 
Excess of FDIC/FSLIC Insurance And Pledged Securities over Cash And Cash Equivalents NOTE 7 - JUDGES' SUPPLEMENTAL COMPENSATION FUND - $467,I33 
The Judges' Supplemental Compensation Fund was created to be used solely and exclusively for salary supplements to judges and commissioners, for related costs of state or municipal retirement funds, and for necessary and associated administrative expenses. A Non-refundable fee has been set for every civil filing. The clerk of court is required to remit these fees collected to the state treasurer on a monthly basis. The total fees paid for the year ended June 30, 3998, were $21,218. NOTE 8 - EMPLOYEES PENSION PLAN (PAROCHIAL EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF LOUISIANA Plan Description Substantially all employees of the City Court of Hammond are members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and B, with separate assets and benefit provSsJons. All employees of the City Court are members of Plan B. All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid whol]y or in part from ]parish funds and all elected parish officials are e]igible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least i0 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at ]east 25 years of credJtable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their flnal-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan only prior to January i, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned prior to January i, 1980. Final- average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of theSr sa]arSes to the System. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions 32 



CITY COURT Hammond. OF HAMMOND Louisiana NOTE~ TO FINANCIAl. ~TATV ENTS June 30, 1998 CONTINU~ 
are determined by an actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana, 5420 Corporate Blvd., Suite ]03, Baton Rouge, LoulsJana 70808, or by calling (225)928-1361. Funding Policy. Under Plan B, members are required by state statute to contribute 2.00% of their annual earnings in excess of $1,200 and the City Court of Hammond is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. ~le current rate is 2.50% of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes. These tax dollars are divided between P]an A and Plan B based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute ii:303, the employer contributions are determined by an actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The City Court of Hammond's contributions to the System under Plan B for the years ending June 30, 1998, 1997 and 1996, were $15,736, $14,927, and $8,393, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. The Court's total payroll in the fiscal year ended June 30, 1998, was $423,875, and the Court's contributions were based on a payroll of $358,900. Both the Court and the covered employees made the required contributions, amounting to $15,736. These were no related party transactions. NOTE 9 - EMPLOYEES PENSION PLAN Louisiana State Employees Retirement System (LASERS) On]y the Judge of the City Court of Hammond participates in the Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System. For the year ended June 30, 1998, employees contributed $5,437 and the Court contributed $6,]23 for a total of $i],540. The Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System ("LASERS" or the "System'~) Js an agency of the State of Louisiana established under the provisions of TStle ii, Section 401, of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (the "Statutes"). LASERS is a single-employer public employee retirement system which is organized for the purpose of providing retirement and other benefits for employees of the State and its various departments and agencies and their beneficiaries. LASERS is supervised by an eleven-mel]~er Board of Trustees and is funded through employee and employer contributions and investment earnings. The following information describing LASERS is necessarily general in nature and its not intended to be a full and complete description of the numerous and varied statutory provisions applicable to LASERS and its members. Reference should be made 
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CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond. Louisiana NOTRE TO FINANCIAL ~TAT~MV~T~ (CO~TTNHVn June 30. 1998 
to the applicable Statutes for specific detailed information 
Eligibility Requirements All state employees except certain classes of employees specifically excluded by Statutes become members of the System as a condition of employment unless they elect to continue as a contributing mender in any other retirement system for which they remain eligible for membership. Elected officials and officials appointed by the governor may, at their option, become members of LASERS. Retirement Benefits The age and years of creditable service required in order for a member to retire with full benefits are established by Statute and may vary depending on the mei~daer's employer and job classification. The substantial majority of members may retire with full benefits at ages ranging from any age, upon completing thirty years of creditable service, to age sixty, upon completing ten years of creditable service. The basic annual retirement benefit for substantially all members is equal to 2-1/2% of average co~]ensatlon multiplied by the number of years of creditable service plus $300. Participants who became members of LASERS on or after July i, ]986, are 11o[: e]iglb]e for the $300 addition to the annual retirement benefit formula. Average compensation is defined as the men~er's average annual earned compensation for the period of thirty-six consecutive months of employment during which the member's aggregate earned compensation was greatest. The maximum annual retirement benefit cannot exceed the lesser of 100% of average compensation or certain specified dollar amounts of actuarially determined monetary limits which vary depending upon the member's age at retirement. Judges and court officers and certain elected officials receive an additional annual retirement benefit equal to 1% of average compensation multip]ied by the number of years of creditable service in their respective capacity. As an alternative to the above basic retirement benefit, a member may elect to receive his retirement benefits under any one of four different options providing for a reduced retirement benefit payable throughout his life with certain benefits being paid to his designated beneficiary after his death. Contributions Covered employees are required by state statute to contribute 7.50% of their salary to the plan. The Court is required by the same statute to contribute the remaini11~ amounts necessary to pay benefits when due. The contribution requirement for the year ended June 30, 1998, was $11,540 which consisted of $6,123 from the Court and $5,417 from employees. Each employer was required by Statute to contribute ]2.40% of each employee's earned compensation to finance participation of its employees in LASERS. The fo]lowlng provides certain disclosures for the Court and the retirement system. 
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CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond. Louisiana N~T~ TO VTNANCIAL 9TATRMRNTS (CONTINUED June 30. 1998 
The Court's total payroll in the fiscal year ended June 30, 1998 was $423,875 and the Court's contributions were based on a payroll of $47,100. Both the Court and the covered employees made the required contributions, amounting to $ii,540. There were no related party transactions. 
Contributions required by state statute Fiscal Year June 30 1996 1997 1998 

Required Contribution N/A N/A $11,540 
Percentage 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Employees Retirement System of Louisiana, 8401 United Plaza Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809-2250, or by calling (225)922-0600. All employees of the Court, with the exception of the judge, are also mei~ers of the Social Security System. NOTE 1O - POSTRETIREMENT HEALTH CARE AND LIFE INSURANCE BENEFITS At June 30, 1998, the Court has no postretirement health care and life insurance benefit: plan in existence. NOTE ii - ON BEHALF PAYMENTS FOR SALARIES AND BENEFITS - The Court follows GASB Statements No. 24, "Accounting and Financial Reporting for Certain Grants and Other Financial Assistance". This standard requires the Court to report in the financial statements made by the State of Louisiana to benefits payments made by Tangipahoa employees. 
on-behalf salary and fringe benefit pal~nents the City Court Judge and salary and fringe Parish Council to the Judge and the Court's 

Supplementary salary pa~nents are made by the State directly to the City Court Judge and from the Parish Council to the Judge and the Court's employees. The Court is not legally responsible for these salary supplements. Therefore, the basis for recognizing the revenue and expenditure payments is the actual contributions made by the State and the Parish Council. For the fiscal year ended June 30, 1998, the State and Parish Council paid $38,582 in supplemental salary pa~nents to the City Court Judge and the Parish Council and School Board made supplementary salary and benefit payments of $47,496 to the City Court's employees. 
15 



 



 



 



 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Hammond, Louisiana GENERAL FUND 
AND CHANGES IN VIIND BAI,ANC~ For the Years Ended June 30, 1998 and 1997 

__.]998 1997 Revenues: Contribution from Criminal Docket $288,696 Funds Received - Department of Public Safety 5,975 Grant Revenue 17,433 Interest Income 25,499 Contribution from Civil Docket 32,372 Contribution from Civil Docket - Judges Fees Earned 50,958 Probation Fees 30,991 Contribution from Criminal Docket - Public Defender Fees 16,598 Intergovernmental - On Behalf Payments 83,308 Other Fees 12 789 Total Revenues Sources: Transfers in From Reporting Entity Hammond Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources Expenditures: Salaries Payroll Tax and Employee Benefits Computer Software and Programming Fees Judges Salary and Fees Public Defender Fees Educational Conferences and Seminars Equipment Purchases Equipment Repairs and Maintenance Contracts Insurance Juvenile Service Programs Legal and Professional Fees Miscellaneous Postage Stationery and Supplies Telephone Travel Uniforms Total Expenditures 
CONTINUED) 
20 

$302,888 4,375 1,203 23,293 27,025 52,201 19,173 9,257 73,308 I0,781 564,619 523,582 
180 000 $744,619 
$404,525 79,602 ]2,220 90,250 4,250 ]4,357 20,471 10,733 6,718 1,223 4,944 7,490 4,505 31,036 8,753 40 __ 6 405 

I~0,00Q $703,502 
$362,014 6],028 8,820 88,322 5,923 I],482 17~935 17,816 5,779 2,794 8,593 9,599 6,024 28,094 4,597 925 __ 4]4 707,522 640~159 



 



 



 



CITY COURT OF HAMMOND Louisiana AGENCY FiINDS 
June With Comparative Totals 30, 1998 for the Year Ended 30. 1997 
CIVIL DOCKET CRIMINAl, DOCKET OTALS 1998 ]997 Cash Ba]ance Beginning of Year $245,581 $ 109,700 $ 355,283 $ 298,234 Receipts: Fines and Bonds Collected Total Receipts 199,208 1,145]~92 !,3444~00 ~99,045 199,208 1,145,192 1,3444~00 ~99,045 Total Cash Available $444,789 $1,254,892 $1,699,683 $1,597,279 DJ sbursement s : Fines Disbursed to City of Hammond $ Fines Disbursed to Juvenile Justice Commission Bonds and Fines Refunded Genera]. Fund Court Cost 32,372 Pmblic Defender Fees Marshall's office Court Cost Lab Fees Witness Fees Indigent Defenders' Board Crime Victim Fund Law Enforcement Training Probation Fees Restitution Made Drug Abuse Education Trial Court Case Management Information System Fund Louisiana Traumatic Bead and Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund Bond Transfers Marshall's Fees Court Cost Funds Judge's Fees Earned 27,444 21,829 50.958 

24 

$ 391,371 $ 39],371 $ 342,786 36, ii, 288, 16, 132, 7, 62, 118, ii, 12, 30, 18, 2. 

006 648 696 598 261 851 O89 48O 342 554 991 017 427 

36, ii, 321, 16, ]32, 7, 62, i18, 11, 12, 30, 18, 2. 

006 648 068 59B 261 85] 089 480 342 554 991 017 427 

34, 6, 329, 9, ]23, 6, 48, 116, 7, ii, ]9, 8, i. 

153 288 913 257 712 839 189 858 315 935 173 185 602 12,359 ]2.359 ]1.689 
10,285 10,285 27,444 21,829 50.958 

10,572 685 26,432 22,040 52.201 



 



 



 



 



 



 



John N. I)u)nin. CPA* l)cmfis E. James. CPA~ ~A l)lofcssion;d Corl)oladon 
Chades I). Mathcws. CI)A l{)yon C. GauJcly. CPA 

oCERTIFIEI) I)UBLIC ACCOUNTANTS) 

August 20, 1998 ~e~eT]deT]t A1]dJtor'.q DeDnYt nn Comr~lianc!e an(-] Tnt~,rn~] Control over Financial Bel]ortina Ba A11d~t of Financial Statement~ Performed ]n Ac with Government A1~ditJna Standard The }]onorab]e Grace Bennett Gasaway City Court of Hammond Hammond. Louisiana 

~.Ic,lbc; (k'ililk'd l)~ll)lic Acc~)unmnm Mc,d)cr Socicly of I,()llisi;.l;I Cc,lil]cd Pul,lic AccI)ullt:.lts 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the City Court of Hammond, (a component unit of the City of Hammond), as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated August 20, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the st~ndard~ app3Jcable to financial audits contained in Gov@rnment Auditina Standar General of the United States. ~liance 
issued by the Comptroller 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Court's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations, noneon~liance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amount. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of non-compliance that are required to ve reported under Government Auditing Standards. ]nte~na] Cont]'ol Ov&~r Financial ReDortin~ In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Court's internal contro] over financla] reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, we noted certain matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal contro] over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the City Court of Hammond's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying schedule of findings and recommendations as item nui~er 98 1. 32 
P. O. Box 506 ~ 112 East Chestmlt Street ) Amile, Louisiana 70422 ~ (504)748 5134 ~ Fax: (504)748 4116 103 North Sixth Street ~ Ponchatoula, Louisiana 70454 ~ (504)386-8180 ~ Fax: (504)386-0210 



CITY COURT OF' HAMMOND A material weakness is; a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be materia] in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose a]3 matters 5n the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, we believe none of the reportable conditions described above is a material weakness. This report is intended solely for the use of management and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report which, upon acceptance by the Court is a matter of public record. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
DURNIN & JAMES,~ 



 



 



 



 



 



 


