
 



 



 



 



 



INTRODUCTION 

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD PARISHES OF BIENVILLE, CLAIBORNE AND JACKSON, LOU ISI ANA Notes to the Financial Statements As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 1997 
The Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144-149, to provide and compensate counsel appointed to represent indigents in criminal and quasi-criminal eases on the district court level. The judicial district encompasses the parishes ofBienville, Claiborne and Jackson, Louisiana. The board at present has four members who serve without compensation. Each bar association from the representative parishes nominates members for selection to the board. The judges of the District then appoint board members from the nominations. The board has no employees, but does retain an attorney to act as chief indigent defender to administer the operations of the board. This attorney is paid a monthly retainer and is accountable to the board. The board has no employees; all legal services are on a contract basis. I. '~UMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. B. REPORTING ENTITY Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and component units that should be included within the reporting entity. The basic criteriou for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Statement No. 14, the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board includes all funds, account groups, et cetera, that are within the oversight responsibility of the Indigent Defender Board. Oversight responsibility is determined on the basis of appointment of governing body, ability to significantly influence operations, accountability for fiscal matto s, and the nature and significance of an organization's relationship with the primary government. Based on the consideration of the foregoing criteria, the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is deemed to be a separate reporting entity. Certain units of local government over which the Indigent Defender Board exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the parish police jury, parish school board, other independently-elected officials, and municipalities within the parish, are excluded from the accompanying financial statements. These units of government are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from those of the Indigent Defender Board. C. FUND ACCOUNTING 
The Indigent Defender Board uses fund accounting to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. The sole fund of the Indigent Defender Board is classified as a governmental fund. A description of governmental funds and the fund type utilized by the Indigent Defender Board follows. 



 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 1NDIGFNT DEFENDER BOARD PARISHES OF BIENVILLE, CLAIBORNE AND JACKSON, LOUISIANA Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) C. FUND ACCOUNTING (Continued) GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES Governmental funds account for an agency's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, and the acquisition of general fixed assets. The Governmental fund of the Indigent Defender Board is a General Fund The general operating fund which accounts for all financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. All resources of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board are accounted for in the General Fund. 

D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. Governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the governmental funds. Governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues - Court costs on fines and forfeitures, imposed by the district and city courts, are recorded in the year they are collected by the courts. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. Expenditures - Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. E. BUDGETARY PRACTICES Budgets are adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). The board must meet and approve all budget changes or amendments. At year end all appropriations lapse. Budget amounts are as originally adopted. 
F. ENCUMBRANCES Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Indigent Defender Board. G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 



 



 



Kenneth D. Folden, CPA Kenneth D. Folden & Co. Certified Public Accountants Ted W. Sanderlin, CPA 
Members Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 302 Eighth Street Jonesboro, LA 71251 (318) 259-7316 FAX (318) 259-731S 

Members American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL $I ATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVI RNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS To the Members of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Jonesboro, Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board of Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated May 4, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board of Louisiana's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of oar tests disclosed no instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under ( which is described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. 
el hal Contl ol Over Financial Room tim, In planning and performing our audit, ~e considered the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board of Louisiana's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
en & Co. Certified Public Accountants Jonesboro, Louisiana May 4, 1998 



 


