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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



FRANK S. HINES, CPA LEWIS C. HINES, CPA E MERLIN SQUYRES, CPA JAY H SHEFFIELD, CPA 
HINES, JACKSON & HINES CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P.O. BOX 2188 NATCHITOCHES. LOUISIANA 71457 TELEPHONE(31E) 352-6458 FAX(318) 352=0404 INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT Honorable William R. Jones, District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District P. O. Box 606 Coushatta, LA 71019 

A NEILL JACKSON, JR . CPA (Retlreeq 

We have audited the accompanying genre-a[ purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Coushatta, Louisiana, a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District and his management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these f'mauciaI statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit m accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditin~ Standards. issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and s|gnificant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall f'mancial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Conshatta, Louisiana, as of December 3 I, 1997, and the results of his operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Qovemment Auditin~ Standards. we have also issued a report dated May 14, 1998 on our comidcration of the District Attorney of the Thixty-Ninth Judicial Districfs internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose f'mancial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Coushatta, Louisiana, taken as a whole. The accompanying supplementary information schedules listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose f'mancial statements taken as a whole. The financial information for the year ended December 3 I, 1996, which is included for comparative purposes, was taken from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion dated May 9, 1997, on the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District. 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana May 14, 1998 

- MEMBERS - American Institute of Cef~hed Public Accountants ~ Socmb/of Louisiana Certified Pubbc Accountants 
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~.TR ICT ATT(3RNIFV i3F TMI~ THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAl, DISTRICT I" ?O11SHATTA. LOUISIANA COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES F(3R TIqF VFAR FNI3EI3 13ECEMBER 31 1997 

REVENUES Fees, charges, and commissions for services lntergovemmental Interest revenue Sale of assets Other Total Revenues EXPENDITURES General government Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Red river parish police jury Total Expenditures 
Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures (Increase)/decrease in reserve for prepaid expenditures Net change in unreserved fund balance for the year 

(jover0mental Fund Types Speoul General Rex enues 25,506 $ 6,469 0 51,290 2,750 2,543 

EXHIBIT B 

Total Memorandum O 1907 1996 32,035 $ 51,290 5,293 0 0 0 
24,374 51,036 5,699 4.700 

28,693 60,302 88,995 87,359 
0 6,393 3,161 1,980 0 14,400 
18,400 12,918 991 4,839 326 24.550 

18,400 19,311 4,152 6,819 326 38.950 
15,432 13,513 9,580 3,471 24,629 39.496 2~,934 62.024 87.958 106,121 2,759 (1,722) 1,037 (18,762) 

3,723 (1,555) 2,168 (19,033) Fund Balances - Unreserved, Beginning of year 89.833 92.709 182.542 201.575 Fund Balances - Unreserved, End of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 5 



FUND BALANCES - BUDGET IGAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - (~ENF.RAI~ AND SPEC [AL REVENUE FUND TYPES FOR l HE YEAR FNDED DECEMBER 31. 1997 
REVENUES Fees, charges, and commissions for services lntergovernmental Interest Other Total Revenues EXPENDITURES General government Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Red river parish police jury. Total Expenditures Excess of revenues over/(under) expenditures (Increase)/decrease in reserve for prepaid expenditures Net change in unreserved fund balance for the year 
Fund Balances - Unreserved, Beginning of year Fund Balances - Unreserved, End of year 

6 

Geperal Fund Variance Budeet Actual Fav./(Unfav.) 26,000 0 2,800 200 
$ 25,566 0 2,750 377 

$ (434) 0 (50) 177 29,000 28,693 (307) 
0 6,000 3,000 2,000 0 14.400 

0 6,393 3,161 1,980 0 14,400 
0 (393) (161) 20 0 0 25.400 25.934 (534) 2,75q $ (841) 964 

3,723 89.833 $ 93.556 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



Special Revenue Fund Variance Budo-_et Actual Fav./(Unfav./ 6,500 $ 52,400 2.600 6,469 51,290 2,543 0 0 
(31) (1,1 lO) (57) 0 

Tota 

EXHIBIT C 

Variance Budget Actual Fav./(Unfav.) $ 32,500 52,400 5,400 200 
$ 32,035 51,290 5,293 ~77 

$ (465) (1,11o) (lO71 177 61,500 60,302 (1,198) 90,500 88,995 (1,5051 
18,000 12,900 900 4,750 400 24.550 

18,400 12,918 991 4,839 326 24.550 
(400) (18) (91) (89) 74 0 

18,000 18,900 3,900 6,750 400 38.950 
18,400 19,311 4,152 6,819 326 38.950 61.500 62.024 (524) 86.900 87.958 (1.058~ 

167 
(1,555) 92.709 91.154 

1,037 $ (2.563) 1,131 2,168 182.542 $ 184.710 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE tHIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COl I~.HATFA. LOUISIANA NINTI~R TO TI IF I-INANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1997 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the district attorney has charge of every criminal prosecution by the state in his district, is the representative of the state before the grand jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The district attorney is elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. The thirty-ninth judicial district encompasses the parish of Red River, Louisiana. The accounting and reporting policies of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District of Red River Parish conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial prmckples Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the requirements set forth in the Louisiana Gg~ ~nmlen(al ~udit Guide and to Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513 and 24:517, and to the industry audit guide, Audits %rote .rod I ocal Governmental Units A. Financial Reporting Entity For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Codification Section 2100, the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District is a part of the district court system of the State of Louisiana. However, the state statutes that create the district attorneys also give the district attorneys control over all their operations. This includes the hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. The district attorney is financially independent and operates autonomously from the State of Louisiana and independently from the district court system. As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Red River Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Red River Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of a) the primary government (police jury), b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Government Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Red River Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

2 
Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a b The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific financial burdens on the police jury Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (~OI IgHATTA. I,OUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAl STATEMENTS (CONTINUED DFf'FMRFR "~1 1997 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) A. Financial Reporting Entity (Continued) The District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District is financially dependent on the police jury and has the ability to impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. In addition, the reporting entity financial statements would be mxsleading if data of the district attorney is not included because of the nature and significance of the relationship. For these reasons, the district attorney was determined to be a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the district attorney and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. B. Fund Accounting The accounts of the District Attorney are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. Fund accounting is designated to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. The individual funds account for the governmental resources allocated to them for the purpose of carrying on specific activities in accordance with laws, regulations, or other restrictions. An account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The funds are grouped in this report into generic fund types and broad fund categories as follows: O0vernmental Funds General Fund - The general operating fund of the district attorney is used to account for all financial resources that are not required to be accounted for in another fund. It was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571.11 as amended, which provides that twelve percent of the fines collected and bonds forfeited be transmitted to the District Attorney to defray the necessary expenditures of his office. Special Revenue - The special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than special assessments, expendable trusts or other major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specific purposes. The special revenue funds of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District consist of the following: Title IV-D Reimbursement Fund - it consists of reimbursement grants from the Louisiana Department of Social Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish family and child support programs compatible with Title IV-D of the Social Security Act. The purpose of the fund is to enforce the support obligation owed by absent parents to their families and children, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity, and to obtain family and child support. Title IV-D Incentive Fund - incentive payments are provided to individual states as a motivating device to increase both AFDC and non-AFDC child support collections. The amount and the distribution of the incentive payments are governed by the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 303.52 which requires the State to pass through an appropriate share of the payments to political subdivisions based on criteria which take into account the efficiency and effectiveness of the activities carried out under the State plan. 



NOTE1 B. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COl ISHATTA. LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS fCONTINUED DECEMBER 31. 1997 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) Fund Accounting (Continued) Incentive payments are not considered to be federal financial assistance and may be used for any purpose at the discretion of the District Attorney. Worthless Checks Collection Fee Fund - it consists of fees collected in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which provides that the District Attorney receives, from the principal to the offense, a prescribed amount upon collection of a worthless check. The funds may be used only to defray the salaries and expenses of the office of the District Attorney, and may not be used to supplement the salary of the District Attorney. Fiduciary Fund Agency Fund - funds used to account for assets held by the government as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments and other funds. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results ofoperatinns. The agency funds of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District consist of the following: Asset Forfeiture Fund - is used as a depository for assets seized by local law enforcement agencies. Upon order of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, in accordance with applicable laws. Bond Forfeiture Fund - is used as a depository for bonds forfeited to rural district attorney offices. Upon order of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, in accordance with applicable laws. Account Groups - An account group is a ffmancial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. General Fixed Assets - This is not a fund but rather an account group that is used to account for general fixed assets acquired principally for general purposes and excludes fixed assets in the Enterprise Fund. C, General Fixed Assets The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus. This means that only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of "available spendable resources". Governmental fund operating statements present increases (revenues and other f'mancing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a summary of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" during a period. Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types when purchased. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at cost. zo 



NOTE 1 C. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CC~I ISHATTA. LOUISIANA NC~TCS T(I TI-II= FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CON'I INtJCD 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) General Fixed Assets (Continued) The fixed assets account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not with measurement of results of operations. D. Basis of Accounting Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., whey they become measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period. Commissions on f'mes and bond forfeitures and court costs are recorded in the year they are collected by the tax collector. Grants are recorded when the District Attorney is entitled to the funds. Fees on worthless checks are recorded in the year in which the worthless check is paid. Interest income is accrued, when its receipt occurs soon enough after the end of the accounting period so as to be both measurable and available. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Purchases of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased. Transfers between funds which are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as other financing sources/(uses). E. Budget Practice The district attorney adopts a budget prior to January 1 of each year for the General Fund and the Special Revenue Funds in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statutes. The operating budget is prepared based on prior year's revenues and expenditures and the estimated increase therein for the current year, using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The district attorney is not required to publish the budget, but the budget must be adopted and available for public inspection. Budgeted amounts included in the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget amounts and all subsequent amendments. All budget appropriations lapse at year end. F. Vacation and Sick Leave Full-time employees of the District Attorney's office earn ten days vacation leave and ten days sick leave each year. Leave cannot be accumulated from one calendar year to the next, and there are no vesting privileges. Therefore no liability for compensated absences has been recorded in the accompanying financial statements. G. Cash and Cash Equivalents Consistent with GASB Statement 9, "Reporting Cash Flows of Proprietary and Nonexpendable Trust Funds and Governmental Entities that use Proprietary Fund Accounting", the district attorney defines cash and cash equivalents as follows: 13_ 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TH E THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COI J~l/ATTA. LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED DECEMBER 31. 1997 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) G. Cash and Cash Equivalents (Continued) Cash - includes not only currency on hand but also demand deposits with banks or other f'mancial institutions and other kinds of accounts that have the general characteristics of demand deposits in that the customer may deposit additional funds at any time and also effectively may withdraw funds at any time without prior notice or penalty. Cash equivalents - includes all short term, highly liquid investments that are readily convertible to known amounts of cash and are so near their maturity that they present insignificant risk of changes in value because of interest rates. Generally, only investments which, at the day of purchase, have a maturity date no longer than three months qualify under this definition. H. Receivables All receivables are reported at their gross value and, where applicable, are reduced by the estimated portion that is expected to be uncollectible. I. Short-Term lnterfund Receivables/Payables During the course of operations, numerous transactions occur between individual funds for goods provided or services rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as "due from other funds" or "due to other funds" on the balance sheet. Short-term interfund loans are classified as "interfund receivables/payables" and are recorded by all funds affected in the period in which transactions are executed. J. Prepaid items Payments made for services that will benefit periods beyond December 31, 1997, are recorded as prepaid items K. Fund Equity The unreserved fund balances for governmental funds represent the amount available for budgeting future operations. Reservations of fund balance of governmental funds are created to either a) satisfy legal covenants that require that a portion of the fund balance be segregated or b) identify the portion of the fund balance that is not appropriable for future expenditures. Specific reservations of the fund balance accounts are summarized below. Reserve for prepaids - This reserve was created to represent the portion of the fund balance that is not available for expenditures because the district attorney expects to use these resources within the next budgetary period. L. Comparative Data Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial statements in order to provide an understanding of changes in the District Attorney's Financial position and operations. However, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior year totals by fund type) data have not been prepared in each of the statements since their inclusion would make the statements unduly complex and difficult to read. 3.2 



NOTE 1 M. 

OOII~MATTA 1 OIJISIANA ICIA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STA FEMENTS (CONTINLIED) 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) Total Columns on Combined Statements - Overview Total columns on the general purpose f'mancial statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysts Data m these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. Certain amounts from prior year financial statements have been reclassified to conform with current classifications. N. Estimates The presentation of financial statemenls in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. O. Encumbrances Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the District Attorney. 

NOTE 2 CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS Louisiana Revised Statutes authorize the District Attorney to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes or certificates, or to deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Deposits are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. At December 31, 1997, the District Attorney had cash and cash equivalents totaling $ 178,230, as follows: 
Demand deposit Interest- bearing demand deposits Totals 

$ 0 92.616 $ 7,062 77,579 $ 973 0 $ 8,035 170.195 
Under state law, these deposits must be secured by Federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1997, the District Attorney had $181,857 in bank deposits of which $180,781 were secured by federal deposit insurance and $1,076 were unsecured. See the accompanying management letter for a description of the finding. 

13 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE FHIRTY-NINTI4 JUDICIAL DISTRICT COIJSHAWFA. LOUISIANA NC~TIU~ TO Tlq F I-'1 N A N C[ A l, ~TA TE M ENTS (CONTIN 
NOTE 3 RECEIVABLES 

DECEMBER 31. 1997 
The following are revenues receivable at December 31, 1997 
Commissions - Fines, forfeitures, and court costs Federa[ grant - Titte IV-D reimbursement State Grant - Title IV-D incentive Total 

General F~ $ 0 0 0 
Snecial Revenue $ 0 6~27 741 

Total $ 0 6,027 741 
NOTE 4 CHANGE IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 
Automobile Equipment Total 

Balance January 1, 1997 Additions $ 24,(149 $ O 55.325 326 
Balance December 31, Deletions 1997 $ 0 $ 24,(149 0 55.651 

NOTE 5 PENSION PLANS The district attorney participates in two cost-sharing, multiple-employer, public employee retirement systems (PERS). The District Attorney and assistant district attorney are members of the District Attorneys' Retirement System. Secretaries of the district attorney's office are members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana, Plan A. These retirement systems are cost-sharing, multiple employer, statewide retirement systems which are administered by separate boards of trustees. The contributions of participating agencies are pooled within each system to pay the accrued, be~et~ts of their respective participants. The contribution rates are approved by the Louisiana Legislature. Each system provides for employer and employee contributions based on a percentage of gross earnings as follows 
Parochial Employees' Retirement System District Attorneys' Retirement System A. District Attorneys' Retirement System 

Emolove~ 5.75% 1.25% Employee 7.00% 7.00% 
Generally, all persons who are district attorneys of the State of Louisiana, assistant district attorneys in any parish of the State ~f L~isi~a~a, ~r employed, by the retirement system ~r the Louisiana District Attorae~js' Associ~ioa, are eligible to participate in this system. 

1.4 



NOTE5 A. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COIISHATTA. LOUISIANA NOTFg TO THE F1NANCIAI. STATEMENTS (CON'I INUED 
PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) District Attorneys' Retirement System (Continued) Assistant district attorneys who earn, as a minimum, the amount paid by the state for assistant district attorneys and are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and all district attorneys are required to participate in the System. For members who joined the System before July 1, 1990, and who elected not to be covered by the new provisions, the following applies: Any member w ,th 23 or more years of creditable service regardless of age may retire with a 3 percent benefit reduction for each year below a~e 55, provided that no reduction is applied if the member has 30 or more years of service. Any member with at least 18 ) ears of service may retire at age 55 with a 3 percent benefit reduction for each year retiring below the age of 62. ]'he retirement benefit is equal to 3 percent of the member's average compensation multiplied by the number of years of his membership service, not to exceed 100 percent of his average final compensation. For members who joined the System after July 1, 1990, or who elected to be covered by the new provisions the following applies: Members are eligible to receive normal retirement benefits if they are age 60 and have 10 years of service credit, are age 55 and have 24 years of service credit, or have 30 years of service credit regardless of age. The normal retirement benefit is equal to 3.5 per cent of the member's final-average compensation multiplied by years of membership service. A member is eligible for early retirement if he is age 55 and has 18 years of service credit. The early retirement benefit is equal to the normal retirement benefit reduced 3 percent for each year the member retires in advance of normal retirement age. Benefits may not exceed 100 percent of final compensation. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute Contributions to the System include .2 percent of the ad valorem taxes collected throughout the state and revenue sharing funds as appropriated by the legislature. The .2 percent is the statutory set rate that can be adjusted by the Public Retirement Systems' Actuarial Commi~ee. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the District Attorneys' Retirement System, 1645 Nicholson Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70802-8143, or by calling (504) 267-4824. B. Parochial Employees' Retirement System Substantially all employees of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District are members of the Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing ~. public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The S~,stem Ls composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All members participate in Plan A. All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their ffmal-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan only before January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final average salary plus $24 15 



I)I~TRICT ATTORNEY OF FHE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL D COI IF, HATTA. LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINU DECEMBER 31. 1997 
NOTE 5 PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) B. Parochial Employees' Retirement System (Continued) for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned before January 1, 1980. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax roils of each parish, except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-471619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. NOTE 6 LEASES The District Attorney's office has no capital or operating leases at December 31, 1997 NOTE 7 LITIGATION The District Attorney is not involved in any litigation at December 31, 1997 NOTE 8 SALARY REIMBURSEMENTS The Red River Parish Police Jury pays much of the salaries of the District Attorney's office. At the end of each year, the District Attorney reimburses the Red River Parish Police Jury for these salaries. The salary reimbursements for the year ended December 31, 1997, reported in the accompanying financial statements, total $38,950. NOTE 9 EXPENDITURES NOT INCLUDED IN THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS The accompanying financial statements do not include certain expenditures of the District Attorney paid out of the criminal court, the parish police jury, or directly by the state. NOTE 10 FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM The district attorney participates in the United States Department of Health and Human Services Support Enforcement, Title IV-D Program, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number 13.783. This program is funded by indirect assistance payments, in the form of both incentive payments and reimbursement requests to the Department of Social Services. 
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CO1 JSlqATTA. I~OIIISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED DFCFMRIqR ~ll. 1997 
NOTE 10 FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CONTINUED) The retmbursement payments are restricted by a formal agreement between the district attorney and Department of Social Services and includes a budget of expected expenditures for each fiscal year ending June 30. The district attorney submits reimbursement requests to the Department of Social Services on a monthly basis. There are no restrictions on how incentive payments may be expended, except as may be required by state law for any other funds of the district attorney. However, these payments, as well as the reimbursement payments, may be subjected to further review and audit by the federal grantor agency. No provision has been made in the financial statements for the reimbursement of any expenditures that may be disallowed as a result of such review or audit. NOTEII RISK MANAGEMENT The district attorney is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The district attorney maintains commercial insurance coverage covering each of those risks of loss. Management believes such coverage is sufficient to preclude any significant uninsured losses to the district. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES 



SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

The special revenue funds are used to account for the following specific resources Title IV-D Reimbursement Proeram - Grants from the Louisiana Department of Health and Human Resources, authorized by Act 117 of 1975 to establish family and child support programs compatible with Title IV-D of the Social Security Act. The purpose of these grants is to enforce the support obligation owed by absent parents to their families and children, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity, and to obtain family and eh~d support. 

Worthless Checks Collection - Fees collected in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which provides that the District Attorney receive, from the principal to the offense, a prescribed amount upon collection of a worthless check. These funds may be used to defray the salaries and expenses of the District Attorney's office. 
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DIS;TRICT ATTt3RNFV OF THE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT ~QUSHATTA. LOUISIANA S;PI-CIAI, REVENUE FUNDS 

Revenues Charges for services Fees on worthless checks lntergovernmental Federal grants State grants Sale of assets Other Interest revenue Total revenues Expenditures General government Salaries and related benefits Operating services Accounting Consulting Dues and subscriptions Insurance Telephone Court cost Materials and supplies Repairs Office supplies Travel and other charges Auto Expense Travel Merchant reimbursement Red Parish Police Jury Capital outlay 

ANFI CI-IAN1GE~ IN FI IND BALANCES 7 
SCHEDULE 2 

Title IV-D Title IV-D Worthless Checks Total Reimbursement Incentive Collection Fee 1997 1996 
0 $ 0 $ 6.469 $ 6.469 $ 3.846 37,495 0 0 0 1,919 
0 13,795 0 0 624 

0 0 0 0 0 
35,537 15,499 4,700 1,550 2.94~ 39,414 14,419 6,469 60,302 64,077 

0 1,550 0 3,000 5,826 579 0 0 494 1,614 2,030 0 24,550 326 

15,281 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3,119 0 339 50 0 582 992 0 497 

18.400 15.432 1,550 339 3,050 5,826 1,161 992 0 991 1,614 2,030 1,195 24,550 326 

1,500 0 4,450 1,282 0 0 833 4.783 1,610 0 480 24,550 24.339 Total expenditures 39,969 15.281 6,774 62.024 79.259 Excess of Revenues Over/ (Under) Expenditures (555) (862) (305) (1,722) (15,182) Fund Balances, Beginning of year 6o,o87 21.411 7.237 98.335 113.517 Fund Balances, End of year 
The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 23_ 



Revenues lntergovernmental Federal grants Interest revenue 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE T CII I~I4A FTA RTY-N INTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT I,OUISIANA 

Total revenues Expenditures General government Operating services Accounting Dues and subscriptions Insurance Telephone Materials and supplies Repairs Office supplies Travel and other charges Auto expense Travel Red River Parish Police Jury Capital outlay Total expenditures 

YFAR FNDFI) DECEMHI-R 31, 1997 

Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures Fund Balances, Beginning of year Fund Balances, End of year 

$ 38,000 2.000 $ 37,495 1.919 

SCHEDULE 3 

Variance Fav./(Unfav.) 
$ (505) 81 40,000 39,414 (586) 

1,550 3,000 5,800 600 0 500 1,600 2,000 24,550 400 

1,550 3,000 5,826 579 0 494 1,614 2,030 24,550 ___ 326 

0 0 (26) 21 0 6 (14) (30) 0 74 40,000 ___ ~o,o6o 31 
69.687 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 22 



Revenues lntergovemmental State grants Interest revenue 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE tHIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT CC~I ,~M ATTA. LOUISIANA TIT1.E IV-D INCEN FIVE SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

Total revenues 

FI JND BA1 ~ANCES - RI JDGET (GAAP BASIS] AND ACTUAL 

Expenditures General Government Personal services and related benefits Salaries and related benefits Materials and supplies Office expense Travel and other charges Auto expense Total expenditures Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures Fund Balances, Beginning of year Fund Balances, End of year 

SCI IE DUL,E 4 

Variance Budzet A~:t~l Fav./fUnfav.) 
$ 14,400 600 $ 13,795 624 $ (605) 24 15,000 ~ 14,419 (581) 
5,000 0 5,281 0 (281) 0 o o o 15.000 15.281 (2811 0 (862) $ (862) 21.4tl $ 20,$49 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement 23 



DISTRICT A TTNR?.,I17V Nl:: TblF TblIRTV-NINTH .IIID1CIA1, DISTRICT WORTHLESS CHECKS COLLECTION FEE SPECIAL REVENUE FUND $1 ATEMENT QF P,,EVENUFS. EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FI,,NID BALANCE'q - BUDGET ~GAAP BASIS/AND ACTUAL YFAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1997 
Revenues Charges for services Fees on worthless checks Total revenues Expenditures General government Personal services and related benefits Salaries and related benefits Operating services Dues and subscriptions Consulting Court cost Telephone Materials and supplies Office supplies Travel and other charges Merchant reimbursement Total expenditures Excess of Revenues Over/(Under) Expenditures Fund Balances, Beginning of year Fund Balances, End of year 

SCHEDULE 5 

Variance Budget Actual Fav./(Unfav.) 
6,500 6,469 (31) 
3.000 50 300 000 600 400 

3,119 50 339 992 582 497 0 

(119) 0 (39) 8 18 (97) 0 1.150 1.195 (45) 6.500 6,774 (274) $ 0 (305) $ (305) 7.237 $ 6.93_~2 

The notes to the f'mancial statements are an integral part of this statement. 24 



AGENCY FUNDS 
Agency funds are used to account for assets held by the government as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments and other funds. 
Asset Forfeiture Fund - This fund is used as a depository for assets seized by local law enforcement agencies. Upon order of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, in accordance with applicable laws. 
Bond Forfeiture Fund - This fund is used as a depository for bonds forfeited to rural district attorney offices. Upon order of the district court, these funds are either refunded to the litigants or distributed to the appropriate recipient, in accordance with applicable laws. 
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ASSETS 

31qTDIf~T ATT(~R NII~V ~~g" TbH- TblIR I~f-NINTI-I ]IJDICIAL DISTRICT 

Cash and cash equivalents Total assets 
LIABILITIES 

Q1.J SHATTA. LOUISIANA AGENCY FUNDS DECEMBER 31.1997 
Asset Bond Forfeiture Forfeiture 
$ 269 $ 704 $ 973 

Due to law enforcement agencies and others $ 269 $ 704 $ 973 Total liabilities 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 26 



ASSETS 

C~311~HATTA I,OIJ1SIANA AC;RFT FC~RFFIT! iRE FUND qTaTFMF~'r' (~I: ( H ANGI:',:. Ikl A%SETS AND LIABILITIES I:(~R TNI" VFAR FNI)FD DECEMBER 31. 1997 
SCHEDULE 7 

Balance Balance December 31, December 31, 1996 Additions D~letions 1997 
Cash and cash equivalents $ 269 $ 0 $ 0 $ 269 Total assets LIABILITIES Due to law enforcement agencies and others $ 269 $ 0 $ 0 $ 269 Total liabilities 

ASSETS 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE THIRTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COl ISH ATTA_ LOUISIANA 
Balance Balance December 31, December 31, 1996 Additions Deletions 1907 Cash and cash equivalents $ 704 $ 0 $ 0 704 Total assets 

LIABILITIES Dueto law enforcement agencies $ 704 $ 0 $ $ 704 Total liabilities 
The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 27 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE THIRTY-N IN FH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Operating services Accounting & legal Dues and subscriptions Insurance Telephone Trial expense 

NATCHITOCMES_ LOUISIANA 

Total operating services 
Materials and supplies Office supplies Postage Total materials and supplies Travel and other charges Auto expense Other Travel&conventions Total travel Capital outlay Red River Parish Police Jury Total Expenditures 

1,550 224 971 3,425 223 6,393 
3,161 0 3.161 
0 40 1.94Q 1,980 
14,400 

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 28 



FRANK S HINES CPA LEWIS C HINES CPA E. ME F~LIN SQUYRE S, CPA JAY H SHEFFIELD CPA 
HINES, JACKSON & HINES CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P O. BOX 2188 NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA 71457 TELEPHONE (318) 352-6458 FAX (318) 352*0404 

A NEILL JACKSON. JR., CPA (Retired) 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH Honorable William R. Jones, District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District P. O. Box 606 Coushatta, LA 71019 We have audited the financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Coushatta, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated May 14, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditm~ Standards. issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulauons, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statenlent amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 

In plarmmg and performing our audit, we considered the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District's internal control over financial reporting in order to detemnne our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the f'mancial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the t'mancial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Loinsiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana May 14, 1998 

29 
- MEMBERS - American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Soc~ty of Louisiana Certified PLiblic Accountants 



 

Fiscal Year Finding Initially K~f. No. Occurred 

~ITI~IMARV ~el4~nl I1 F OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS DECEMBER 31. 1997 

Nothing came to our attention that would require disclosure under 
Corrective Action Taken (Yes, No, P~rti~llv) Planned Corrective Action/Partial Corrective Action Taken 
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Ref. No. 

c'nt tqVIATTA I.OIIISIANA 

The bank deposit balances of the District Attorney of the Thirty- Ninth Judicial District exceeded federal deposit insurance corporation (FD1C) coverage and the depositing banks did not pledge any securities to cover the amount exceeding the FDIC's coverage 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1997 
Cnrre~t Action Planned The amount of securmes being pledged to secure bank deposits will be reviewed quarterly with each f'mancial institution. 

Anticipated Name(s) of Completion Contact Personts) _ I)Bl~ William R. Jones, 06/30/98 District Attorney 
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FRANK S HINES CPA LEWIS C HINES CPA E MERLIN SOUYRE$ CPA JAY H SHEFF!ELDCPA 
HINES, JACKSON & HINES CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P.O, BOX 2188 NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA 71457 

Honorable William R. Jones, District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District P. O. Box 606 Coushatta, LA 71019 

TELEPHONE (318) 352-6458 FAX (318) 352-0404 
A NEILL JACKSON JR , CPA iRetoredl 

We are writing this letter as a follow-up to our recent audit of the general purpose f'mancial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Ninth Judicial District, Coushatta, Louisiana, a component unit of the Red River Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997. We offer the following observations and recommendations, which are intended to help improve record keeping procedures and general operations of the District Attorney's office and are intended to be constructive in nature: Existin~ Conditions At December 31, 1997, the amount of bank deposits of the District Attorney's office exceeded the federal deposit insurance corporation (FDIC) limit. This resulted in bank deposits not being secured against loss because the depositing banks did not pledge securities at a third part custodian to cover the excess deposits. LSA-RS 39:1225 requires that the amount of security maintained on bank deposits shall at all times be equal to one hundred percent of the amount of bank deposits except that portion of the deposits insured by the FDIC. Recommended Action We suggest the District Attorney review on a quarterly basis the amount of securities being pledged at each institution that depostts are maintained to ensure that proper security is being maintained over the funds as required by LSA-RS 39:1225. 
The amount of securities being pledged to secure bank deposits will be reviewed quarterly with each financial institution. These comments and recommendations are not intended to be critical of anyone. We would like to thank the District Attorney and staff for their courtesy and cooperation during our engagement. If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana May 14, 1998 
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