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8f Tei~alon MICHAEL B BRUNO. CPA ALCtDEJ TERVALON. JR CPA WALDOJ MORETJR CPA 

To the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Helena Parish School Board (the School Board), as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, as listed in the accompanying table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the school Board. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made bymanagement, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. As discussed in Note i, we have been unable to satisfy ourselves concerning a portion of the cost or estimated cost of fixed assets because detailed records and documentation of historical and estimated costs are not available. 

650 S. PIERCE ST./SUITE 203, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119 (504) 482-8733 FAX (504) 486-8296 
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To the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana Page 2 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report, dated December 19, 1997, on our consideration of the School Board's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The combining financial statements listed in the accompanying table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the St. Helena Parish School Board. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
BRUNO & TERVALON CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS December 19, 1997 

][~ru~o C~F~)~FIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS Tervalon 



kSS~TS ~ DEBITS 

ST. ~ PARISH S(~OL BOAP, D COL~II~) ~ SH~r--kLI, ~ TYPES ~ AOOOU~ GROOPS JUNE 30, 1997 

Assets: Cash (NOTE I(E) & 3) Due from other governments (NOTE 4) Due from other funds (NOTZ 9 Inventory (NOTE I(F)) Prepaid expenses Property, plant and equipment (NO~E 5) 

Special Revenue 
FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE Agency [u~d 

$476,054 $415,341 $29,552 62 158 17 
396 277 -0- 924 -0- 
154,149 2,725 7,782 987 -0- 

-0- ~0- -0- -0- 

ACCOUnt GROUPS General General Fixed Long-tet~ s~ De~t Total (Nemerandum Only) 
$ 920,947 216 161 7 18 
545 002 782 911 5,702,503 Other Debits: Amount to be provided for retirement of general long=term debt -0- -0= "0- -Q: 398.276 398,276 Total assets and other debits 

Liabilities Accounts payable Salaries, wages and payroll taxes liabilities Due to other funds (NOTE 9) Due to student groups Accrued colpeesation absences (NOTE 1(I) & 8) Long-terJ obligations payable (NOTE 8) Estimated liabilities for clails and ju~Jments (NOTE l(J)) Deferred revenue Capital lease (NOTE 8) Total liabilities 

294,492 2,725 -0- -0- -0- 
40,968 -0- -0- 479,891 

$ 79,876 $ -0- $ -0- $ -0- 
40,075 158,277 -0- -0- -0- 
-0- 82,602 -0- 360,830 

-0- ~0- 29,552 -0- -0- 
-0- -0- -0- 29,~52 

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- 
-0- -0- -0- -0- 

-0- -0- -0- 322,097 52,210 
-0- -0- 23,969 398,~76 

See Accompanying Notes to the General Purpose Financial Statements 3 

334,567 161,002 29,552 322,097 52,210 
40,968 82,602 23.969 1.268,549 



 
ST. HEL~A PARISH SC~OL BOARD CO~INED 51LAI~N SHeET--ILL FUND TYPES AND ACCOST G~S 
JUNE 30, 1997 

Speclal General Revenue 
FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE Agenc/ Fund 

ACCOUNT GROUPS General General Fixed Long-term pebt .. 
Total (Memorandum Onlv~ 

~itv and Other Credits: Investment in general fixed assets $ -0- $ -0- $ -0- $5,702,503 $ -0- $5,702,503 
Fund Balance: Unreserved: Undesignated 234,760 220.154 -0- -Or -0- 454,~14 
Total equity and other credits 234,760 220.154 -0- 5.702.503 -0- 6,157.417 Total liabilities, equity and other credits 

See Accompanying Notes to the General Purpose Financial Statements 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BA/J~CES--ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 
REVENUES: Local Sources: Ad valorem taxes (NOTE 2) Sales taxes Tuition Food services Interest Earnings on investments Other 

361,175 -0- 2,130 -0- 4,778 3,175 14.497 

Special Revenue Total (Memorandum Only) 
-0- $ 361 402,122 402 -0- 2 29,985 29 2,456 7 -0- 457 

175 122 130 985 234 3,175 14.954 Total revenues from local sources 385,755 435.020 820,775 
State Sources: Unrestricted grants- in-aid Restricted grants- in-aid Revenue sharing Total revenues from state sources Federal sources Total revenues 

5,146,318 18,000 5,164,318 213,535 40.897 
5,400,750 -0- 5.786.505 

31,968 -0- 
49.968 1,503.463 1.988.451 

245,503 40,897 
5.450.718 1.503.463 7,774,956 

See Accompanying Notes to the General Purpose Financial statements. 



REVENUES: Local Sources: Ad valurem taxes Sales taxes Tuition Food services Interest Earnings on investments Other Total revenues frol local sources 
State Sources: unrestricted grants-in-aid Restricted grants-in-aid Revenue sharing Total revenues from state sources Federal sources Total revenues 

ST. ~m.~t PAItISH SCHOOL BOARD (IO~I]{ED STATIBRI~T OF R~m~IES, E~PDI)nqP.K~ Me C~i~ES 11 FUND BALAK~B~DGBT Me ACI~AL (C, AAP E~SIS)--ALL ~AL ~ WPES FOR T~ YEAR E!Ng~ 4~{E 30, 1997 

G~ 

358,000 -0- 2,500 -0- 3,900 3,300 15,~00 

variance Favorable ActUal (~nfavorab~el 
SPECIAL ~E FUND Variance Favorable Actual It, nfavorable) 
$ -0o 402,122 -0- 29,985 2,456 -0" 457 

5,146,320 5,146,318 (2 195,516 213,535 18,019 40,897 4Q,897 -O" 
5.382.733 5,4~0,750 Ig,O17 -0- -0- -0- 5.765.433 5.786.505 2~,Q72 

IS,O00 32,452 -0" 18,000 31,968 ~-0~ 
-0- (484 -0" 

See Accompanying Motes to C~eral Purpose Financial Statements. 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES--ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES (CONTINUED) FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 

EXPENDITURES: Current: Instructional: 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 
General 

Regular $2,146,783 Special 669,072 Vocational education 197,621 Other 124.431 

Special Revenue 
$ 116,207 136,948 35,940 526.621 

Total (Memorandum Only) 
$2,262,990 806,020 233,561 651,052 Total instructional expenditures 3.137.907 815.716 3,953~623 Support Services: Pupils Instructional staff General administration School administration Business services Plant services Student transportation services Central services 

235,290 189,282 230,569 365,362 141,139 478,362 722,905 19.228 

53,620 210,662 

56,231 7,506 

288,910 399,944 248 381 152 548 
113 271 773 626 779,136 26.734 

Total support services expenditures 2.382.137 443,370 2.825.507 
Food Services Community services Facility acquisition and construction Debt Service: Principal retirement Interest 

36,007 1,150 30,169 
10,771 503 

665,439 1,474 701,446 2,624 53,651 83,820 
-0- -0- 10,771 503 Total expenditures 5,598,644 1.979.650 7.578.294 Excess of revenues over expenditures ~87.861 8,80~ 196.662 

See Accompanying Notes to the General Purpose Financial Statements. 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES--ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES (CONTINUED) FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES Special Revenue Total (Memorandum Only) 
Operating transfers in $ 17,677 $ 16,351 $ 34,028 Operating transfers out (16.351) (17.677) (34.028) 
Total other financing sources (uses) 1,926 (1.326) -O- 

Excess of revenues and other financing sources over expenditures and other financing uses 189,187 7,475 196,662 Fund balances at beginning of year Fund balances at end of year 

See Accompanying Notes to the General Purpose Financial Statements. 



EXP~ITIRES: Current: Instructional: Regular Special Vocational education 

ST. HgL~A PAI~ SCHOOL BOAI~D C~ SfA~ OF ~vau~S, EIP~ITR~ES AID ~IGES (G~ Pa~IS)--~'.~. Govmmm~,. mm WPRs (oo~nmm) FOR T~ ~ ~ED ~ 30, 3997 
G~L Variance Favorable B~dqet A#tual (Unfavorablel 

$2,189,959 632,268 195,622 $2,146,783 669,072 197,621 124.431 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUND (NOTE 1(D1) Variance Favorable Budaet ~ (Unfavorable I 
$ 125,000 183,448 42,013 471.963 
$ 116,207 136,948 35,940 526.621 

$ 8,793 46,500 6,073 454.658) Total instructional expenditures 3.176.908 3.137.907 39,Q0~ 822.424 815.716 6.708 Support Services: Pupils Instructional staff General administration School a4ainistration Business services Plant services Student transportation services Cestral services 

234,318 185,665 223,911 366,527 140,001 451,420 726,091 17.800 

235,290 189,282 230,569 365,362 141,139 478,362 722,905 19.228 Total support services e~peJ)ditures 2,335,733 2,382,137 Food services ~olmanit/services Facility acquisition and construction I~btService: Prin~il~l retirement Interest 

30,589 1,150 36,007 1,150 

(972) (3,617) (6,658) 1,165 (1,138) 26,942) (6,814) {i.428~ 

23,630 235,626 16,000 17,500 9,150 48,319 55,700 

53,620 210,662 17,544 15,909 11,634 70,264 56,231 7,506 
405.925 666,654 665,439 -0- 1,474 

(29,990) 24,964 (1,544) 1,591 (2,484) (21,945) (531) {7.5061 

129,000 30,169 98,831 -0- 53,651 (53,651) 
8,108 10,771 503 (2,663} -0- -0: -0- -o: Total expenditures 5.681.505 5.5~h,6{4 82.861 L895.003 ~.979.650 

-0- -0" ~84.647) Excess (deficiesc~) of revesues over expenditures 83.928 ~87,861 103.933 (16.652~ 8,8QA 25.453 
See Accompanying Notes to the General Purpose Financial Statements 



Operating transfers in Operating transfers out Total other financing sources (uses) 

ST. ]~LKIA PARISH SCROOL BOARD (DBIIED STATm~JT OF PignutS, EXPEIDFI~ l~D (~(;ES 
THE YEAR ~ ~ 30, 1997 

Variance Favorable Budoet Actual (Unfavorable~ 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND Variance Favorable Actual fU~favorable~ 

$ 18,000 $ 17,677 $ (323) $ 16,351 $ 16,351 $ -0- f18,351) ~16.351J 2,000 
(35~) 1,3~6 1,677 

I17,748J (17,677~ 71 
Ii.3971 (i.326} 71 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other flnancingsoarces over expenditures and other financing uses 83.577 169.187 105,610 (18.049) 7,475 25.524 
Fund balances at beqianlng of year 
Fund balances at end of year 

45,573 45,573 -0- 
$19~/A~ $on~.76o $io5.61o 

212.679 ~ -0- 

See Accompanying Notes to the General Purpose Financial Statements 
i0 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - Summary of Siunificant Accountinu Policies: The accounting policies of St. Helena Parish School Board (the School Board) conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governmental units. The following is a summary of the more significant policies: (A) Basis of Presentation - The accounts of the School Board are organized on the basis of funds or account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund balance, revenues and expenditures, as appropriate. Resources are allocated to and accounted for in the individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The following fund types and account groups are used by the School Board: 
Governmental funds are those through which most governmental functions of the School Board are financed. The acquisition, use, and balances of the School Board's expendable financial resources and the related liabilities are accounted for through governmental funds. The measurement focus is upon determination of financial position and changes in financial position, rather than upon net income determination. The following are the School Board's governmental fund types: General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the School Board and accounts for all revenues and expenditures of the School Board not encompassed within other funds. General operating expenditures and the capital improvement costs that are not paid through other funds are paid from the General Fund. 

ii 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - Summary of Sianificant Accountina Policies, Continued: 
(A) 

(B) 

o , Continued Special Revenue Fund - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. Fiduciary Fund TVDe 
The Student Activity Fund, an agency fund, accounts for the receipts and disbursement of monies from student activity organizations. The School Board's responsibilities for this fund are to safeguard the fund's assets and provide guidelines for revenues, expenses and financial accountability. 
General Fixed Assets Account GrOUD - This account group is established to account for all fixed assets of the School Board. General Lona-term Debt Account GrOUD -- This account group is established to account for all long-term debt of the School Board and for those long-term liabilities to be liquidated with resources to be provided in future periods. 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental fund types are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

12 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - 
(B) , Continued 

, Continued: 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is followed by the governmental fund types and the agency fund. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and available. Available means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures, other than interest on long-term debt, are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, if measurable. Revenues from local sources consist primarily of property and sales taxes. Property taxes are recorded in the year the taxes are due and payable. Sales and use tax revenues are recorded in the month collected by the School Board. Miscellaneous revenues are received in cash because measurable until actually earnings are recorded as measurable and available. 

recorded as revenue when they are generally not received. Investment earned since they are 
Grant funds are considered to be earned to the extent of expenditures made under the provisions of the grant; and, accordingly, when such funds are received, they are recorded as deferred revenues until earned- 
The School Board is a political subdivision created for providing public education to the citizens of St. Helena Parish under Louisiana Revised Statutes 17:51 and 17:121, as amended. The School Board has 

13 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - Summary of Siunificant Accountina Policies, Continued: 
(c) ~ Continued the power to sue and be sued, and to make rules and regulations for its own government consistent with the laws of the State of Louisiana and the regulations of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. The School Board is presently composed of six (6) members elected by districts serving four (4) year terms. The School Board is authorized to establish public schools as it deems necessary to provide adequate facilities for the citizens of the parish, to determine the number of teachers to be employed and to determine local supplements to their salaries. Accordingly, under GASB No. 14, the School Board is considered a primary government and does not include any component units. The School Board members are elected by the public and have decision-making authority, the power to designate management, the ability to significantly influence operations and primary accountability for fiscal matters. These financial statements include all of the funds and account groups and all activities considered to be part of or controlled by the School Board. The School Board is composed of a central office and three (3) schools. Student enrollment for the 1996-97 year was 1,568 regular and special education students. The School Board employs approximately 240 persons (full time) of which approximately 91% are directly employed at school sites; and the other 9% provide ancillary support such as general administration, repair and maintenance, bus transportation and financial services. The regular school term begins in early August and runs through late May. 
The School Board employs the following procedures in establishing the budgetary data recorded in the general purpose financial statements: 

14 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies, Continued: 
(D) Budgetary Data, Continued i. Annually, the Superintendent of Schools submits to the School Board a proposed annual budget of expected revenues and expenditures for the General Fund and Special Revenue Funds. Legally adopted budgets are only required for the General Fund and the Special Revenue Funds. The budgets are prepared under the modified accrual basis of accounting which is consistent with generally accepted accounting principles ("GAAP"). 2. A public hearing is advertised and conducted to obtain public input and the proposed budgets are published. 3. 
4. 
The budget is adopted by the School Board and, as required, is submitted no later than September 30th to the State Department of Education for approval. The Superintendent is authorized to move budgeted items within line items in the District's approved General Fund Budget but he (she) may not increase the total amount authorized. If during the course of the fiscal year, it becomes evident that estimated revenues, expenditures or beginning fund balance may vary substantially (5%) from the amounts budgeted, then the Superintendent shall inform the Board of the shortfall. Based on the information submitted, the School Board will adopt an amended budget according to the procedures set forth by the State Legislature R.S. 39:1309 and 1310, and send a copy of the revision to the Louisiana Superintendent of Education. Other budget revisions are submitted to the School Board for approval. 

15 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - Summary of Siunificant Accountinu Policies, Continued: 
(D) BudqetarvData, Continued 

(E) 

5. Special Revenue Fund budgets may not exceed budgeted amounts by more than 5% unless a budget revision is approved by the State Department of Education. 6. Appropriations are valid only for the year in which made, and any part of such appropriation which is not expensed lapses at the end of the year. Encumbrances are not recognized within the accounting records for budgetary control purposes. The level of control over the budget is exercised at the department or program for the General Fund and Special Revenue Funds. 7. All budgeted amounts presented in the general purpose financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments, except certain Special Revenue Fund budgets that were not adopted. 
Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and interest-bearing demand deposits. Under state law, the School Board may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

16 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - Summary of Siunificant Accountinu Policies, Continued: 
Inventory of the Child Nutrition Fund consists of food purchased by the School Board and commodities granted by the United States Department of Agriculture through the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. The commodities are recorded as revenues when received; however, all inventory items are recorded as expenses when consumed. All purchased inventory items are valued at cost, and commodities are assigned values based on information provided by the United States Department of Agriculture. 

(H) 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. Detailed property records are maintained except for certain prior year records and supporting data that are not available to determine historical costs. Fixed assets are reported at historical cost or, if the cost is not practicably determinable, at estimated historical cost. In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, no provision is made for depreciation of such assets in the General Fixed Assets Account Group. 
The total columns presented in the combined financial statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate analysis. No consolidating entries or other eliminations were made in the aggregation of the totals; thus, they do not present consolidated information and do not purport to present financial position and results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

17 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - Summary of Sianificant Accountina Policies, Continued: 
(z) All 12-month employees earn from i0 to 20 days of vacation (annual) leave each year, depending on length of service with the School Board. Only I0 days may be carried over at the end of the fiscal year. Unlimited vacation leave can be accumulated and used at the time of retirement. All school board employees earn from i0 to 18 days of sick leave each year, depending upon the number of months employed. Sick leave can be accumulated without limitation. Upon retirement or death, unused accumulated sick leave of up to 25 days is paid to the employee or to the employee's estate at the employee's current rate of pay. Under the Louisiana Teachers Retirement System, the total unused accumulated sick leave, including the 25 days paid, is used in the retirement benefit computation as earned service for leave earned prior to July i, 1988. For sick leave earned after July I, 1988, under the Louisiana Teachers Retirement System and for sick leave earned under the Louisiana School Employees Retirement System, all unpaid sick leave, which excludes the 25 days paid, is used in the retirement benefit computation as earned service. Sabbatical leave may be granted for rest and recuperation and for professional and cultural improvement. Any employee with a teaching certificate is entitled, subject to approval by the School Board, to one semester of sabbatical leave after three years of continuous service or two semesters of sabbatical leave after six or more years of continuous service. Sabbatical leave benefits are recorded as expenditures in the period paid. 

18 



 

ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 1 - (z) 

(J) 

, Continued: 
The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance with the Governmental Accounting Standards Board's (GASB's) codification, Section C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the governmental funds when leave is actually taken or when employees or their heirs are paid for accrued leave upon retirement or death. The cost of leave privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in the general long-term obligations account group. 
At June 30, 1997, employees of the School Board have accumulated and vested $322,097 of employees" leave benefits, computed in accordance with the GASB's Codification, Section C60, and recorded as compensated absences payable within the general long-term debt account group. 
The School Board provides for losses resulting from claims and judgments. The criteria established in the GASB's Codification, Section C50 were followed in determining the accrued liability. 

NOTE 2 - Property and Sales Taxes: 
Ad Valorem taxes assessed on a calendar year basis become due on November 15 of each year and become delinquent on December 31. The taxes are generally collected in December, January, and February of the fiscal year. The School Board was authorized to collect, within St. Helena Parish, a one percent sales and use tax. The proceeds of the tax are dedicated to the payment of salaries and related benefits of all school employees. 

19 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 2 - Property and Sales Taxes, Continued: 
On February ii, 1992, the School Board approved St. Helena Parish Sheriff as sales tax collector, for a fee of 3% of the tax collections, beginning April i, 1992. The Sheriff collects the sales tax for all of St. Helena Parish and remits to the School Board its one percent. 

NOTE 3 - Cash: At June 30, 1997, the School Board has cash (book balances) totaling $920,947. These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by Federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1997, the School Board has $1,193,145 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $i00,000 of federal deposit insurance and $1,295,107 of pledged securities held bythe custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified by the School Board that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

20 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 4 - 
Amounts due from other governments consist of receivables for reimbursement of expenditures under various Federal and State programs and grants. All amounts are expected to be collected within the next twelve months. 

NOTE 5 - Property. Plant and Euuinment: A summary of changes in general fixed assets for fiscal 1997 is as follows: 
Land Buildings and improvelents Furniture and equipnent Construction in progress 

~imnce July i. 1996 Deletions $ -0- -0- 
-0- 

Balance JUne 30. 1997 $ 125,000 2,869,796 2,675,653 ~2,o~4 

At June 30, 1997, the School Board's employees participate in three separate defined benefit pension plans, the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana (TRSL), the Louisiana School Employees' Retirement System (LSERS) and the Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana (Parochial Plan). The three plans are cost sharing multiple-employer retirement plans. Each system is administered and controlled by a separate Board of Trustees. 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 6 - Pension Plan, Continued: All full-time maintenance and custodial personnel are covered under the LSERS Plan. All food service employees are covered under the TRSL Plan B and all teachers are covered under the TRSL's Regular Plan. As of March, 1992, the Board members of the School Board elected to join the Parochial Plan. The systems are primarily funded by employee and employer contributions. With the exception of the Parochial Plan, contribution rates (as a percent of covered salaries) are established by state law. The contribution rates for the School Board and employees as required by the Parochial Plan were adopted by the Board of Directors. Pertinent information, as required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 27, relative to each plan follows: A. Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana fTRSL Plan DescriPtion The School Board participates in two membership plans of TRSL, the Regular Plan and Plan A. TRSL provides retirement benefits as well as disability and survivor benefits. Ten years of service credit is required to become vested for retirement benefits and five years to become vested for disability and survivor benefits. Benefits are established and amended by the state statute. TRSL issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana, Post Office Box 94123, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9123, or by calling (504) 925-6446. Funding Policy Plan members are required to contribute 8.0 percent and 5.0 percent of their annual covered salary for the Regular Plan and Plan B, respectively. The School Board is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 16.3 percent of annual covered payroll for both membership plans. Member contributions and 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 6 - Pension Plan, Continued: A. Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana (TRSL Funding Policy, Continued employer contributions for TRSL are established by state law and rates are established by the Public Retirement systems' Actuarial Committee. The School Board's employer contribution to TRSL, as provided by the state law, is funded by the State of Louisiana through annual appropriations, by deductions from local ad valorem taxes, and by remittances from the School Board. The School Board's contributions to TRSL for the years ended June 30, 1997, 1996 and 1995, were $549,866, $585,244, and $572,810, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
B. Louisiana School EmPloYees' Retirement SYstem (LS Plan Description LSERS provides retirement benefits as well as disability and survivor benefits. Ten years of service credit is required to become vested for retirement benefits and five years to become vested for disability and survivor benefits. Benefits are established and amended by state statute. LSERS issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana school Employees" Retirement System, Post office Box 44516, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804, or by calling (504) 925-6484. Funding Policy 
Plan members are required to contribute 6.35 percent of their annual covered salary and the School Board is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 6.00 percent of annual covered payroll. Member contributions and employer contributions for LSERS are established by 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 6 - Pension Plan, Continued: B. Louisiana School EmploYees' Continued Funding Policy, Continued state law and rates are established by the Public Retirement Systems' Actuarial Committee. The School Board's employer contributions for LSERS are funded by the State of Louisiana through annual appropriations and by remittances from the School Board. The School Board's contributions to LSERS for the years ended June 30, 1997, 1996 and 1995 were $29,085, $28,687 and $30,522, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

Plan members are required to contribute 9.5 percent of their annual covered salary and the School Board is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The employer's rate was 7.75 percent for 1997 and 7.25 percent for 1996. The School Board's contributions to the Parochial Plan for the years ended June 30, 1997, 1996 and 1995, were $3,646, $3,646 and $3,050, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 7 - Postretirement Health Care and Life Insurance Benefits The St. Helena Parish School Board provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for its retired employees. Substantially all of the School Board's employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the School Board. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee and by the School Board. The School Board recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (the Board's portion of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due. Total expenditures were $254,671 for the year ended June 30, 1997; the retired employees' portion was $12,181. 
NOTE 8 - Changes in General Long-term ObliQations 
Long-term obligations payable at July i, 1996 Additions Retirements Long-term obligations payable at June 30, 1997 

Capital Lease 
$ -0- 26,632 (2.663) 

Compensated Absences EPA 
$341,830 -O- LtL3/~) $60,318 -0- ~.108) $402,148 26,632 (30.504) 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 8 - Changes in General Long-term Continued The School Board has entered into a loan agreement with the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for funds not to exceed $145,676 at zero interest rate. Loan principal payments are to be repaid semi-annually for a period of twenty (20) years. The loan proceeds finance the removal of asbestos from certain school buildings. The EPA advanced the School Board $68,410 during the 1995 fiscal year. Principal payments on the EPA loan totaled $8,108 for the year ended June 30, 1997. 
NOTE 9 - Interfund Receivables and Payables (Due from/to Other Funds~ 

Individual fund interfund receivables and payables as of June 30, 1997, were as follows: 
General Special Revenue: IASA Funds Other Federal/State Funds Special Education Child Nutrition Total Special Revenue Total - All funds 

Interfund Receivables Interfund Payables $158.277 $ 2.72~ 
2,725 -0- -0- -Q- 
2.725 $161.002 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE i0 - 

NOTE ii - 

A summary year ended 
General 

of the operating transfers by fund for the June 30, 1997, were as follows: Operating Transfer In $17,677 Special Revenue: IASA Funds 16,351 Special Education -0- Other Federal/State Funds -0- Total Special Revenue 16.351 Total - All Funds 

(B) 

Operating Transfer Out $16.351 
14,954 2,255 ~68 
17.677 

The School Board is a defendant in a number of lawsuits arising principally in the normal course of operations. In the opinion of theSchoolBoard, the outcome of these lawsuits will not have a material adverse effect on the financial statements and, accordingly, no additional provision for losses has been recorded for these lawsuits, except as reported in the financial statements. 
The School Board participates in a number of federal award programs. Although the grant programs have been audited through June 30, 1997, in accordance with the Single Audit Act of 1996, these programs are still subject to financial and compliance audits and resolution of identified questioned costs. The amount of expenditures which may be disallowed by the granting agencies cannot be determined at this time, although the School Board expects such amounts, if any, to be immaterial. 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 13 - 

The School Board is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to, and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; employee health; and natural disasters. The School Board has acquired workers compensation and student liability insurance; however, it has not acquired any commercial property or other liability insurance or used any other method to finance its uninsured risks of loss. Excessive premiums in prior years caused the School Board not to purchase any commercial property and liability insurance. 
A summary of changes in the School Activity Agency Fund deposits due to student groups is as follows: Balance July ~, 199~ Additions $182.180 Reductions 

Balance June 30. 1997 
The St. Helena Parish School Board has three schools located in Greensburg, Louisiana. The three schools presently operated by the School Board system are as follows: 
St. Helena Central High - Grades 9 through 12 st. Helena Central Elementary - Grades 5 through 8 St. Helena Central Elementary - Grades K through 4 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 14 - The School Board has entered into a lease agreement for financing the acquisition of computer equipment. This lease qualifies as a capital lease for accounting purposes and therefore has been recorded at the present value of the future minimum lease payments as of the date of inception in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. Future minimum payments consist of the following 

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 

under the capitalized lease at June 30, 1997: General Long-Term Debt $ 6,300 6,300 6,300 6,300 3.150 Total minimum payments 28,350 Less amounts representing interest 4,381 Long-term lease obligation 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD GREENSBURG, LOUISIANA 
Jnaer provisions .of state law, Ihl~ report is a public document. A copy of the re~ort has been submit- ted to tile audited, or reviews-d, entity and o/i~er appropriate puL:ic officials. The report is available for ublic inspection at the Baton ouge office of the Legisl~ive Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court Q~lpase Date FEDERAL GRANTS FINANCIAL AND COMPLIANCE AUDIT TOGETHER WITH INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 

CERTIFI(:O PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS Tervalon 
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8r Tervalon MICHAEL B BRUNO, CPA ALCIDE J TERVALON, JR CPA WALDO J MORET JR CPA IND]KIP'BNDP__.NT AUDITORS" R]EI~RT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

TO the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana 
We have audited the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards of St. Helena Parish school Board (the SchooIBoard) as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated December 19, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards. issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. We have also audited the general purpose financial statements of the School Board, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated December 19, 1997. In our report, our opinion was qualified because we have been unable to satisfy ourselves concerning a portion of the cost or estimated cost of fixed assets because detailed records and documentation of historical and estimated costs are not available. 
Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the School Boards" financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not as objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed an instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government Auditing Standard~ whlcb is dAscribed in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as finding 97-1. 

650 S. PIERCE ST./SUITE 203, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119 (504) 482-8733 FAX (504) 486-8296 



 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS (CONTINUED) 

To the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana 
TntArnal Cnntrol Over Financial ReDortina In planning and performing our audit, we considered the School Board's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, we noted other matters involving the internal control over financial reporting that we have reported to management of the School Board in a separate letter dated December 19, 1997. In connection with our audit, we reviewed the prior year reportable condition on the internal control structure, including applicable internal administrative controls, to determine whether management had implemented appropriate action to correct the condition giving rise to the finding. The results of our review with respect to the prior year reportable conditions are described in the accompanying status of Prior Reportable Conditions. 

B~,~,O CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS (CONTINUED) 

To the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana 

This report is intended for the information of the School Board, its management and federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities, such as the State of Louisiana and Legislative Auditor's office. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
BRUNO & TERVALON CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS December 19, 1997 

Bruno CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS Tervalon 



 

Ter~don MICHAEL B BRUNO CPA ALCIDE J TERVALON, JR, CPA WALDO J MORET JR CPA 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO EACH MAJOR PROGRAM AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-133 
To the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greenburg, Louisiana 
We have audited the compliance of St. Helena Parish School Board (the School Board) described in the , with the types of compliance requirements 

Audits of States. Local Governments. and Non-Profit Oraanizations. Those standards and OMB Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the School Board's compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit does not provide a legal determination on the School Board's compliance with those requirements. 

650 S. PIERCE ST./SUITE 203, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119 (504) 482-8733 FAX (504) 486-8296 



INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO EACH MAJOR PROGRAM AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-133 (CONTINUED) 
To the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana 

Internal Control Over Compliance The management of the School Board is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over compliance with requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to federal programs. In planning and performing our audit, we considered theSchoolBoard's internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OMB circular A-133. We noted a matter involving the internal control over compliance and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over compliance that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the School Board's ability to administer a major federal program in accordance with applicable requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. The reportable condition is described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as finding 97-2. 

Terva|on 



INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO EACH MAJOR PROGRAM AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-133 (CONTINUED) 
TO the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana 
compliance would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, we do not believe the reportable condition described in finding 97-2 is a material weakness. Schedule of ExDenditur@s of Federal Awards We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the School Board as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated December 19, 1997. In our report, our opinion was qualified because we have been unable to satisfy ourselves concerning a portion of the cost or estimated cost of fixed assets because detailed records and documentation of historical and estimated costs are not available. Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by OMB Circular A-133 and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. This report is intended for the information of the School Board, it's management and federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities, such as the State of Louisiana and Legislative Auditor's Office. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
BRUNO & TERVALON CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS December 19, 1997 

Bruno CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS Tervalon 



O.S. D~PIRT~ OF A~I~LTO~ - Passed Tbrou~ State DepartDe~t of Education: Summer Food Service Program Food Distribution Scl~ol Breakfast Program School Lunch Program Total U.S, Department of Agriculture O.S. D~N~T OF DUC3TION - Passed Through State Department of Education: IASA Title I IASA Title VI Audit Basic Education Idea P.L. 101-476 Idea, Section 619 Preschool IASA Title II ~th/Science Druq-Free Schools Starti~ Points Pre-Sdwol Progral Depandent Care ~tar-School care Program Vocational ~ucation - Basic Grant Vocational Education - Basic Grant Carryover Infast/Toddler Child Search Part H Infant Toddler Total O.S. Department of Education 

ST. ~ PAl~S~ SCBOOL BOA~ S(~IXILE OF EXPENI)ITORES OF FEDERAL AWAP~ FOR THE YEAR F~DED JUNE 30, 1997 
FEDERAL CFDA 
10.559 10.550 10.553 10.555 

84.010 84.151 84.002 84.027 84.173 84.164 84.184 93.575 13.673 

PASS THROUGH GRANTOR'$ ~4BER 

97-021-46 28-97-0046-6 97-FT-46 97-PF-46 28-97-5046-II 28-97-7046-D 
84.048 28-97-BY-2B 84.048 28-96-BY-2B 84.181 97-S'46 84.181 95"CIT-3-46 

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency-Asbentos Abatement Grant (NOTE 5) 66.702 Total Federal Awards 

781,859 9,060 7,865 130,900 21,500 
34,375 -0- 
2,042 3,336 3,532 

FEVENOE EXPEI{I)ITURES 
$ 13,782 39,639 153,095 382,270 $ 13,782 39,639 153,095 382,270 

672,937 8,036 7,855 117,363 21,770 9,787 9,657 34,375 1,747 24,624 2,042 3,336 1,138 

672,937 8,036 7,865 117,363 21,770 9,787 9,657 34,375 1,747 24,624 2,042 3,336 1,138 

"0" -0- 

See the Independent Auditors' Report on Supplementary Information and the AccompenyingNoten to tlmSchedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards. 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 2 - 

The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards presents the activity of all federal award programs of the St. Helena Parish School Board (the School Board). The School Board reporting entity is defined in NOTE 1 to the general purpose financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1997. All federal awards are passed through other government agencies included on the Schedule. 
The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards is presented using the modified accrual basis of accounting, which is described in NOTE 1 to the School Board's general purpose financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1997. The preparation of the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires the use of management's estimates. 

NOTE 3 - Relationship to General Purpose Financial Statements: Federal award revenues are reported in the School Board's general purpose financial statements as follows: 

From federal sources Indirect costs reimbursed through application of state approved rate 

General Fund Special Revenue 

17.677 $17.677 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD NOTES TO THE SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL (CONTINUED) JUNE 30, 1997 

NOTE 4 - Amounts reported in the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards agree with the amounts reported in the related federal financial reports. 
The School Board has outstanding loans from the Environmental Protection Agency totaling $52,210 as of June 30, 1997. These loans are to be repaid over the next 17 years. 



 

ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 
1. A. The type of report issued on the general purpose financial statements: uualified oDinion. B. Reportable conditions in internal control were disclosed by the audit of the financial statements: yes Material weaknesses: no. C. Noncompliance which is material to the general purpose financial statements: yes. D. Reportable conditions in internal control over major programs: y~$ Material weaknesses: no. E. The type programs: of report issued on compliance for major unaualified opinion. F. Any audit findings section 501(a) of G. Major programs: 

H. 
I. 

which are required OMB Circular A-133: to reported under ves. 
United States Department of Agriculture: National School Breakfast Program (CFDA No. 10.553) National School Lunch Program (CFDA No. 10.555) United States Department of Education: Improving America's School Act (IASA) - Title I (CFDA No. 84:010) Dollar threshold used to distinguish between Type A and Type B programs: $300.000. Auditee qualified as a low-risk auditee under section 530 of OMB Circular A-133: yes 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 (CONTINUED) 
2. Finding Relating to the Financial.Statement~ Reported 
We noted during our 1997 audit that the School Board did not adopt the fiscal year 1996-97 budget for the Sales Tax Special Revenue Fund. 
According to Louisiana Revised Statute, Section 39:1308, the School Board must adopt a budget for each special revenue fund. 
The School Board is in noncompliance with the State statute relating to budget adoption. 
Non-adherence to the School Board's procedures for adopting proposed budgets. 
We recommend that the School Board comply with State laws affecting budgeting which requires school boards to prepare and adopt a comprehensive budget presenting a complete financial plan for the ensuing fiscal year for the General Fund and each Special Revenue Fund. 
Management concurs with our finding and recommendation. 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 (CONTINUED) 
3. 
This finding affects the following major programs: 
o CFDA Title: National School Breakfast Program CFDA Number: 10.553 Federal Award Number: None CFDA Title: National School Lunch Program CFDA Number 10.555 Federal Award Number: None Year: 1997 Name of federal agency: United States Department of Agriculture Name of the applicable pass-through entity: Louisiana Department of Education CFDA Title: Improving America's school Act (IASA) - Title I (herein referred to as Title I) CFDA Number 84:010 Federal award number: 95-054-46/96-021-46/97-IASA-46 Year: 1997 Name of federal agency: United States Department of Education Name of the applicable pass-through entity: Louisiana Department of Education 

According to OMB Circular A-133, Compliance Supplement, Part 3.B, "Allowable Costs/Cost Principles" and OMBCircular A-87, "Cost Principles for State, Local and Indian Tribal Governments," Attachment B, Section ll(h)(3), which states that "Where employees are expected to work solely on a single Federal award or cost objective, charges for their salaries and wages will be supported by periodic certifications that the employees worked solely on that program for the period covered by the certification. These certifications will be prepared at least semi-annually and will be signed by the employee or supervisory official having first hand knowledge of the work performed by the employee." 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 (co~rm~D) 
3. Continued Findina 97-2, Continued 
We noted during our 1997 audit that the School Board did not obtain the required certifications as described previously. 
Questioned costs cannot be determined. Information to provide proper perspectiv~ for judging the 
This is a systemic problem and applies to the salary costs of the related programs. 
Salary costs could be charged to a program for personnel who did not provide program services. 
We recommend that the procedures to ensure Circular A-87 relating 
Management concurs with our finding and recommendation. 
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STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR'S REPORTABLE CONDITIONS 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR'S REPORTABLE CONDITIONS 

Although the School Board is covered by workers compensation and student liability insurance, it is not covered by property and other liability insurance. 
As in the prior years, we noted in the 1997 audit that the School Board had not acquired any property and liability insurance, except for workers compensation and student liability, or has any other method to finance an exposure, liability, or risk. We recommend that the School Board purchase commercial insurance or consider the use of any other type of risk financing to reduce the risks of loss that may arise from torts; act of God; injuries to employees; theft of, damage to and destruction of assets, etc. 
The School Board concurs with the auditor's finding and recommendation. 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR'S REPORTABLE CONDITIONS, Continued 

Bookkeepers are performing incompatible tasks and some controls are being omitted, such as approval and review functions. 
We noted during our 1997 audit that bookkeepers still are assigned and perform incompatible functions which tend to weaken internal controls. In order to maintain appropriate internal controls, we recommend that the School Board review current accounting responsibilities and established procedures to ensure that assigned accounting duties are adequately segregated. 
The School Board has established certain procedures as recommended in prior audits and we will continue to review and improve the segregation of duties. 

15 



ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD PRIOR YEAR'S REPORTABLE CONDITIONS, Continued 

During our audit we noted that internal financial statements were not routinely prepared. 

We noted in our 1997 audit that internal financial statements were prepared on a periodic basis. However, the year end financial statements were not completed until November 1997. 
The School Board concurs with the finding and recommendation and will continue to review procedures to ensure the financial statements are prepared periodically on a timely basis and that year end financial statements are completed within a reasonable time frame. 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN'AN%c 8~ Tervalon MICHAEL B BRUNO, CPA ALCIDE J TERVALON JR. CPA WALDO J MQRET JR CPA 

To the Members of the St. Helena Parish School Board Greensburg, Louisiana 
We have audited the financial statements of St. Helena Parish School Board (the School Board) for the year ended June 30, 1997 and have issued our report thereon dated December 19, 1997. As Dart of our audit, we made a study and evaluation of the internal control structure, including applicable internal administrative controls, to the extent we considered necessary to evaluate the internal control structure as required by generally accepted auditing standards. However, during our audit we reviewed the current status of the independent auditors' comments to management. The current status of the comments and recommendations, which have been discussed with the appropriate members of management, are described in the accompanying Status of Prior Year's Comments section to this report. This letter does not affect our report dated December 19, 1997, on the general purpose financial statements of the school Board. This report is intended for the information of the School Board, its management, the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and the Louisiana Department of Education. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
BRUNO & TERVALON CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS December 19, 1997 

650 S. PIERCE ST./SUITE 203, NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119 (504) 482-8733 FAX (504) 486-8296 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR'S MANAGEMENT LETTER COMMENTS 

We noted during our audit that not taken for the 1996 fiscal a complete fixed asset inventory was year. We recommend that the School Board take a fixed asset inventory at year end or immediately thereafter to timely provide support for the amounts of general fixed assets reported in the financial statements. 
As in the prior year, we noted during the 1997 audit that a complete fiscal year end fixed asset inventory was not taken. 
We noted that the School Board does not have an accounting procedures manual. There may be an assumption that because the School Board's accounting system is relatively simple and accounting personnel have direct and easy access to supervisory personnel when questions arise, there is no need for a manual. However, written procedures, instructions, and assignments of duties will prevent or reduce misunderstandings, errors, inefficient or wasted effort, duplicated or omitted procedures, and other situations that can result in inaccurate or untimely accounting records. A well-devised accounting manual can also help to ensure that all similar transactions are treated consistently, that accounting principles used are proper, and that records are produced in the form desired by management. A good accounting manual should aid in the training of new employees and possibly allow for delegation to other employees of some accounting functions management performs. It will take some time and effort for the School Board to develop a manual; however, we believe this time will be more than offset by time saved later in training and supervising accounting personnel. Also, in the process of the comprehensive review of existing accounting procedures for the purpose of developing the manual, management might discover procedures that can be eliminated or improved to make the system more efficient and effective. 
We noted no significant audit. The School Board accounting manual. 

Bruno 
change in the status based on our 1997 is still in the process of developing an 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 8~ Tervalon 



 
ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR'S MANAGEMENT LETTER COMMENTS (CONTINUED) 

Manual accounting systems are indi~idually maintained to record and summarize transactions of most special Revenue Funds. 

We noted during our 1997 audit that the School Board still has not automated the financial records of Special Revenue Funds. 
The School Board is practically in the deficit position in its General and Special Revenue funds. The School Board at June 30, 1995 reflected a deficiency of revenues over expenditures of $154,545 and $65,826 in the General Fund and the Special Revenue Fund, respectively. Total fund balance at June 30, 1995 was $281,708. With limited revenue sources and increasing student needs, measures should be taken by the School Board to ensure that deficits do not exist and that a minimum level of fund balance be maintained. A minimum of at least 5% of expenditures should be accumulated in fund balance for unanticipated needs of the school system. A short-term and long-range plan should be developed by the School Board and management to document and measure the School Board's progress toward these goals. 
The School Board continues its efforts to increase fund balances to minimum levels. In the 1997 audit, the School Board incurred an excess of revenues over expenditures of $189,187 and $7,475 in the General Fund and the Special Revenue Fund, respectively. Total fund balance at June 30, 1997 represented approximately 6.0 percent of total current expenditures. 
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ST. HELENA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD CURRENT YEAR MANAGEMENT LETTER COMMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1997 

We noted during our 1997 audit that the School Board did not complete an audit within six (6) months of the close of the School Board's fiscal year, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24.513. Procedures have not been adhered to ensure that accounting records are posted on a timely basis to facilitate the completion of an audit within the noted period. 
We recommend that management of the School Board adhere to established procedures and ensure that the report is issued as prescribed by state statutes. 
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