
OFFIC!AL FILE COPY DO NOT SEND OUT (Xerox necessary copies from this oopy and PLACE ~ BACK I~ FILE') 
JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA PRIMARY GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3I, 1997 WITH SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES 

Under provisions of state law, this te!;,w~ is a public document. A coov of the report has been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, e~tity and other appropriate public off!cials. 1he report is available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge office of the Legislative Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court. Release Date uAx z o ~ 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 302 EIGHTH STREET, JONESBORO, LA 71251 (318) 259-7316 FAX (318) 259-7315 

C02 



 



 
Kenneth D. Folden & Co. Kenneth D. Folden, CPA Certified Public Accountants Ted W. Sanderlin, CPA 

Members 302 Eighth Street Members Society of Louisiana Jonesboro, LA 71251 American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (318) 259-7316 Certified Public Accountants FAX (318) 259-7315 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

The Members of the Jackson Parish Police Jury Jonesboro, Louisiana We have audited the accompanying primary government financial statements of the Jackson Parish Police Jury as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997. These primary government financial statements are the responsibility of the Jackson Parish Police Jury's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these primary government financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial Andit~ contained in Government Auditin~ Standards. issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. + Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatements. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. A primary government is a legal entity or body politic and includes all funds, organizations, institutions, agencies, departments and offices that are not legally separate. Such legally separate entities are referred to as component units. In our opinion, the primary government financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the primary government of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. However, the primary government financial statements, because they do not include the financial data of component units of the Jackson Parish Police Jury do not purport to, and do not, present fairly the financial position of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of December 31,1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In ar~rd~ne~ with Gnvernment Auditin~ Standards. we have also issued our report dated March 4, 1998, on our consideration of the Jackson Parish Police Jury's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE PRIMARY GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 

INTRODUCTION The Jackson Parish Police Jury is the governing authority for Jackson Parish and is a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana. The police jury is governed by seven jurors representing the various districts within the parish. The jurors serve four-year terms that expire in January, 2000. Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1236 gives the police jury various powers in regulating and directing the affairs of the parish and its inhabitants. The most notable of those powers arc the authority to regulate its own government; to regulate the construction and maintenance of roads, bridges, and drainage systems; to regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages; and to provide for the health and welfare of the poor, disadvantaged and unemployed in the parish. Funding to accomplish these tasks is provided by ad valorem taxes, beer and alcoholic beverage permits, state revenue sharing and various other state and federal grants. 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
A. REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the parish for reporting purposes, the Jackson Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Jackson Parish. Tbe financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GAS)]) Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Jackson Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific f'maneial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 



 
JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) A. REPORTING ENTITY (Continued) Based on the previous criteria, the police jury has determined that the following component units are part of the reporting entity: Component Unit Jackson Parish Library Jackson Parish Hospital Service District No. 1 Jackson Parish Recreation District Ward 2 Fire Protection District Ward 3 Fire Protection District Ward 4 Fire Protection District Quitman Fire Protection District No.1 Jonesboro Fire Protection District No. 1 

Fiscal Year End Dccciober 31, 1997 September 30, 1997 December 31, 1997 December 31, 1997 December 31, 1997 December 31, 1997 December 31, 1997 June 30, 1997 

Criteria Used la la la la la la la la The primary government (Jackson Parish Police Jury) financial statements include all funds and account groups, and organizations for which the police jury maintains the accounting records. The organizations for which the police jury maintains the accounting records are considered part of the Jackson Parish Police Jury and include the following Special Revenue Fund - Jackson Parish Public Library. 
GASB Statement 14 provides for the issuance of primary government financial statements that are separate from those of the reporting entity. However, the primary government (police jury) financial statements are not a substitute for the reporting entity's financial statements. The accompanying primary government financial statements have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles as applied to governmental units. These financial statements are not intended to and do not report on the reporting entity but rather are intended to reflect only the financial statements of the primary government (police jury). Considered in the determination of component units of the reporting entity were the Jackson Parish Sheriff, Clerk of Court, Tax Assessor, School Board, District Attorney and Judges for the Second Judicial District, and the various municipalities in the parish. It was determined that these governmental entities are not component units of the Jackson Parish Police Jury reporting entity because they have separately elected governing bodies, arc legally separate, and are fiscally independent of the Jackson Parish Police Jury. 
B. FUND ACCOUNTING The Jackson Parish Police Jury uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable financial resources. 
Funds of the Jackson Parish Police Jury are classified as one category, governmental. This category is divided into separate fond types. The fund classification and a description of each existing fund type follow: 

13 



 
JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) B. FUND ACCOUNTING (Continued) 
Governmental funds account for all or most of the police jury's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term obligations. Governmental funds of the Jackson Parish Police Jury include: 1. General Fund--the general operating fund of the police jury accounting for all financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. 2. Special revenue funds-account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 3. Capital project funds--account for financial resources received and used for the acquisition, construction or improvement of capital facilities not reported in the other governmental funds. Debt service funds-account for transactions relating to resources retained and used for the payment of principal and interest on those long-term obligations recorded in the general long-term obligations account group. The Jackson Parish Police Jury has no debt service fund, for the year ended December 31, 1997. C. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental funds. The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 
Revenues Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Ad valorem taxes (which are based on assessments of business property and homesteads in the parish) and the related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, and become delinquent on December 31. The taxes are generally collected in December, January and February of the fiscal year. Based on prior experience, the uncollectible ad valorem net of proceeds from the sheriff's sale of property is immaterial, thus no provision has been made for such a loss. Federal reimbursement grant revenues are recognized in the period that the related expenditures are incurred. 
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JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM IIER 31, 1997 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) C. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (Continued) Revenues from fines, forfeitures, licenses and permits are not susceptible to accrual because they are not generally measurable until received in cash. Interest income on time deposits is recorded upon maturity, when the income is available. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. E~penditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except for principal and interest on general long-term debt which are recognized when due. 
Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid (or any other types, such as capital lease transactions, sales of fixed assets, debt extinguishments, long-term debt proceeds, et cetera) are accounted for as other financing sources (uses). These other financing sources (uses) are recognized at the time the underlying events occur. D. BUDGETARY BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The Jackson Parish Police Jury uses the following budget practices: 
The Jackson Parish Police Jury adopts budgets annually. Public notice of the proposed budgets was published on October 24,1996, and the proposed budgets were made available for public inspection at that time. A public hearing on the proposed budgets was held November 4,1996, and they were adopted by the Jackson Parish Police Jury on December 18, 1996. Amended budgets were adopted as necessary. 
Budgets were prepared on the GAAP basis of accounting. Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the year for all budgeted funds. The Police Jury approves total budget appropriations only. The Secretary-Treasurer of the Police Jury is authorized to transfer budget line item amounts between departments within any fund; however, any revisions that alter the total appropriations of any departments within a fund must be approved by the Police Jury. Therefore, the level of budgetary responsibility is by total appropriations; however, for report purposes, this level has been expanded to a functional basis. At year end, all appropriations lapse. Budgeted amounts included in the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. E. ENCUMBRANCES 

15 



 
JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31,1997 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) F. CASH AND INVESTMENTS Cash and investments include demand deposits, certificates of deposit and a passbook savings account. Under state law, the Jackson Parish Police Jury may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. The Jackson Parish Police Jury has deposits in three financial institutions as of December 31, 1997. Under State law, the jury may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days. However, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. The Jackson Parish Police Jury has investments of $2,989,681 at December 31, 1997. 

G. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets of governmental funds are recorded as expenditures at the time they are purchased or constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. Public domain or infrastructures are not capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. H. COMPENSATED ABSENCES 
The Jackson Parish Police Jury has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave Police Jury All full-time employees earn from 10 to 20 days of annual leave each year, depending upon length of service. Effective January 1, 1997, employees shall not accrue more than 20 days of annual leave. Employees are paid for annual leave upon retirement or separation of service. All full-time employees earn 5 days of sick leave each year. Sick leave may be accumulated without limitation. Upon retirement, unused sick leave of up to 25 days is paid to employees. Employees that are separated from service prior to retirement are paid a maximum of 20 days of unused sick leave. Library. Full-time employees of the library earn from 10 to 20 days of annual leave depending upon length of service. Part-time employees working twenty hours or more per week earn one-half of the full-time employee annual leave. Effective January 1, 1997, employees shall not accrue more than 25 days of annual leave. Employees are paid for a maximum 0f25 days upon retirement or separation of service. All full-time employees earn 12 days of sick leave each year. Sick leave may be accumulated to a maximum of 60 days. Upon retirement, unused sick leave of up to 25 days is paid to employees. Employees that are separated from service, prior to retirement, forfeit unused sick leave. The cost of current leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the governmental funds when leave is actually taken. The cost of leave privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in the general long-term obligations account group. 
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6. PENSION PLANS 

JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 
Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Jackson Parish Police Jury are members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All employees of the district are members of Plan A. All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan only before January 1,1980, the benefit is equal to one per cent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned before January 1, 1980. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. Funding Policy. Under Plan A, members are required by state statute to contribute 9.5 percent of their annual covered salary and the Jackson Parish Police Jury is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 7.25 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent (except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax roUs of each parish. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Jackson Parish Police Jury are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Jackson Parish Police Jury's contributions to the System under Plan A for the years ending December 31, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $62,380, $61,433 and $62,332, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 7. COMPENSATED ABSENCES 
Employees of the Police Jury had accumulated and vested $77,453 of employee leave benefits at December 31, 1997, computed in accordance with GASB Codification, Section C60. This amount has been recorded as a general long-term obligation. 8. LEASES In March, 1995, the police jury entered into a capital lease for a gradall with attachments. This equipment is used by the Road Department and the monthly lease payments are paid out of the Road Fund. The terms of the lease include a $50,000 down payment and $1,862 payment each month, for a period of 60 months ending March, 2000. 
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JACKSON PARISH POLICE JURY JONESBORO, LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 11. CRIMINAL COURT FUND Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571.11 requires that one-half of any balance remaining in the Criminal Court Fund at year end be transferred to the parish General Fund. The Second Judicial District Criminal Court Fund is composed of the parishes of Bienville, Claiborne and Jackson. The records of the Second Judicial District Criminal Court Fund are maintained by the Claiborne Parish Police Jury. For the year ended December 31,1997, no accrual was recognized by the Jackson Parish Police Jury for transfer to the parish General Fund. 12. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS Amounts received or receivable from grantor agencies are subject to audit and adjustment by grantor agencies, principally the federal government. Any disallowed claims, including amounts already collected, may constitute a liability of the applicable funds. The amount, if any, of expenditures which may be disallowed by the grantor cannot be determined at this time although the government expects such amounts, if any, to be immaterial. The government is a defendant in various lawsuits. Although the outcome of these lawsuits is not presently determinable, in the opinion of the government attorney the resolution of these matters will not have a material adverse effect on the financial condition of the government. 13. FOOD STAMP PROGRAM The Food Stamp Program is operated by the police jury under an agreement with the Louisiana Department of Social Services. Under this program, the police jury is responsible for the issuance of food stamps to eligible participants in the parish. The value of food stamps on hand, received, and issued is not recorded in the accompanying statements. Activity for the year follows: Balance at January 1, 1997 Received Issued Balance at December 31, 1997 

14. SOLID WASTE LANDFILL COSTS 

$ 751,485 865,390 

State and federal laws and regulations require the Jackson Parish Police Jury to place a final cover on its landfill site when it stops accepting waste and to perform certain maintenance and monitoring functions at the site for 30 years after closure. The Jackson Parish Landfill is a Type HI facility that accepts only construction and demolition debris. The Jackson Parish Landfill has an estimated final closing during year 2010. The estimated liability for landfill closure and post closure care costs has a balance of $79,294 as of December 31,1997, which is based on 23.53 per cent usage of the landfill. It is estimated that an additional $257,706 will be recognized as closure and post closure care expenses between the date of the balance sheet and the date the landfill is expected to be filled to capacity (2010). 
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Kenneth D. Folden, CPA Kenneth D. Folden & Co. Certified Public Accountants Ted W. Sanderlin, CPA 
Members Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 302 Eighth Street Jonesboro, LA 71251 (318) 259-7316 FAX (318) 259-7315 

Members American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS To the Members of the Jackson Parish Police Jury Jonesboro, LA We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated March 4, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing. Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. (~ompliaoce As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Jackson Parish Police Jury's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our te'~l~ disclosed no instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Govel nment Auditi~l~ Standards which is described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned cosls. 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Jackson Parish Police Jury's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
KENNETH D. FOLDEN & CO., CPAs Jonesboro, Louisiana March 4, 1998 



Kenneth D. Folden, CPA Kenneth D. Folden & Co. Certified Public Accountants Ted W. Sanderlin, CPA 
Members Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 302 Eighth Street Jonesboro, LA 71251 (318) 259-7316 FAX (318) 259-7315 

Members American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO EACH MAJOR PROGRAM AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-133 

To the Members of the Jackson Parish Police Jury Jonesboro, Louisiana Compliance We have audited the compliance of the Jackson Pa fish Police Jury with the types of compliance requirements described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget IOMB~ Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 1997. The Jackson Parish Police Jury's major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor's results section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. Compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to each of its major federal programs is the responsibility of the Jackson Parish Police Jury's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Jackson Parish Police Jury's compliance based on our audit. We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Audi|in~ Standard~. i~sued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments. and Non-Profit OrganiTalions. Those standards and OMB Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform t he audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the Jackson Parish Police Jury's compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit does not provide a Ic~al determination on the Jackson Parish Police Jury's compliance with those requirements. 
In our opinion, the Jackson Parish Police Jury complied, in all material respects, with the requirements referred to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 1997. 
The management of the Jackson Parish Police Jury is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over compliance with requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to federal programs. In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Jackson Parish Police Jury's internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OMB Circular A-133. 
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Kenneth D. Folden & Co. Kenneth D. Folden, CPA Certified Public Accountants Ted W. Sanderlin, CPA 

Members 302 Eighth Street Members Society of Louisiana Jonesboro, LA 71251 American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (318) 259-7316 Certified Public Accountants FAX (318) 259-7315 
The Members of the Jackson Parish Police Jury Jonesboro, Louisiana In planning and performing our audit of the primary government financial statements of the Jackson Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements arc free of material misstatement, we considered the following: (1) The internal control structure in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure; and, (2) As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Jackson Parish Police Jury's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations and contracts. The objective of our audit was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we did not express such an opinion. During oar audit, we became aware of certain matters involving immaterial noncompliance with laws and matters disclosed in the prior audit report, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, involving the internal control structure that were opportunities for strengthening internal controls and compliance requirements. The memorandum that accompanies this letter summarizes our comments regarding those matters. (We previously reported on the Jackson Parish Police Jury's internal control structure in our report dated March 4, 1998.) This letter does not affect our report dated March 4, 1998, on the primary government financial statements of the Jackson Parish Police Jury. 

KENNETH D. FOLDEN & CO., CPAs Jonesboro, Louisiana March 4, 1998 



 


