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To the Board of Comnussions Franklin Parish Communications District Winnsboro, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the Franklin Parish Communications District, as of and for the year ended September 30, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Franklin Parish Communications District's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general-purpose financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to fmancial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards_ issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the fmancial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statements referred to above present fair|y, in all material respects, the financial position of the Franklin Parish Communications District, as of September 30, 1997, and the results of its operation for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated January 7, 1998, on oar consideration of the Franklin Parish Communications District's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provtsions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose fmancial statements of the Town of Winnsboro, Louisiana, taken as a whole. The accompanying Schedule of Compensation Paid Board Members is presented for purposes of additional analysis, and is not a required pan of the general-purpose fmancial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose fmancial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects, in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
Marcus, Robinson and Hassell Winnsboro, Louisiana January 7, 1998 



 



 



 



Franklin Parish Communications District was created by the Franklin Parish Police Jury. The district is governed by a seven member board appointed by the police jury. The district is responsible for installation, maintenance, and operation of a 911 emergency system in Franklin Parish. 
Financial Renorttm~ Entity The reporting entity for Franklin Parish consists of the Franklin Parish Police Jury, which as governing authority of the parish is the component trait with oversight responsibility, and other governmental units (component units) within the parish over which the police jury exercises oversight responsibility. In accordance with GASB Codification Section 2100, Franklin Parish Communication District is considered a component unit of the parish reporting entity because; (1) commissioners of the district are appointed by the Franklin Parish Police Jury and; (2) the district provides 911 emergency service to residents within Franklin Parish. While Franklin Parish Communications District is an integral part of the parish reporting entity and should be included within the general purpose financial statements of that reporting entity, GASB Codification Section 2600 provides that a component unit may also issue fmaneial statements separate from those of the reporting entity. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements present information only on the financial operations of Franklin Parish Communications District and do not present information on the Franklin Parish Police Jury, the general government services provided by the police jury or on other component units that comprise the Franklin Parish reporting entity. 
Fund Accounting Franklin Parish Communications District is organized and operated on a fund basis whereby a self-balancing set of accounts (Special Revenue Fund) is maintained that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund balance, revenues, and expenditures. The operations are accounted for as a Special Revenue Fund. This fund is used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. Basis of Accountina Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of measurement made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The Special Revenue Fund is accounled for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accotmting when the related fund liability is incurred. 
Proposed budgets, prepared on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), are presented by the superintendent prior to the commencement of each fiscal year. After public hearings, the proposed budget, after any amendments deemed necessary, is adopted by the Board. Budgetary amendments are processed in the same manner. 
For the year ended September 30, 1997, a budget was prepared. The failure to prepare a budget constitutes a violation of state law and is not in compliance with generally accepted accounting principles. 
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVI~R FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Board of Commissioners Franklin Parish Communications District Winnsboro. Louisiana We have audited the financial statements of the Franklin Parish Communications District, as of and for the year ended September 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated January 7, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards. issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Franklin Parish Communications District's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statements amounts. However providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our test disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Qovemmeot Auditine Standards. 
In planning and performing our audit, ~ve considered the Franklin Parish Communications District's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over fmancml reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over fmancial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters revolving the internal control over fmancial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of management, the Board of Comrmssioners and the Legislative Auditor of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Marcus, Robinson and Hassell Wumsboro, Louisiana January 7, 1998 



 


