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KOLDER, CHAMPAGNE, SLAVEN & RAINEY, LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR' S REPORT 

The Honorable Randy P. Angelle, Judge Breaux Bridge City Court (st. Martin Parish Ward Four Court) Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 
We were engaged to audit the accompanying general purpose financial statements of Breaux Bridge City Court, a component unit of City of Breaux Bridge, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Judge of the Breaux Bridge City Court. We were unable to substantiate balances of Civil Court costs payable because subsidiaries of these accounts were not properly maintained by the Court's administration in the past (prior to January l, 1991) and the current administration is unable to establish accurate and current balances for these accounts. We were unable to satisfy ourselves about the accuracy of the balances of these particular accounts by means of other auditing procedures. Since we did not audit the financial referred to above, the scope of our work was and we do not express, an opinion on these 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana April 27, 1998 

statements of Breaux Bridge City Court not sufficient to enable us to express, general purpose financial statements. 
Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC 
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Certified Public A~countants 
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BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT (ST. MARTIN pARISH WARD FOUR COURT Breaux Bridge, Louisiana combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Group December 31, 1997 

ASSETS Cash - Restricted Cash - Unrestricted Cash - Criminal account Equipment 

Fiduciary Governmental Fund Type Fund Type civil General Court Fund 
Account GrouD General Fixed Assets 

$ 3,021 $13,925 $ 162,127 28,867 37,280 

Totals Memorandum Only 
$ 16,946 162,127 28,867 37,280 Total assets $194,015 $13,925 $37,280 $245,220 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable Bonds payable Advanced court costs payable Other payables 
$ 1,035 $ 28.867 

Total liabilities 29,902 
Fund equity: Fund balance reserved Witness fees Fund balance - unreserved, undesignated Investment in general fixed assets 

3,021 
161,092 

Total fund equity 164,113 

364 13,561 13,925 

Total liabilities and fund equity $194,015 $13,925 ======== ======= 
37,280 37,280 

$ 1,035 28.867 364 13,561 43,82r[ 
3.021 
161,092 37,280 201,393 

$37,280 $245,220 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT ST, MARTIN PARISH WAPd3 FOUR COURT Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance General Fund Year Ended December 31, 1997 (With Comparative Totals Presented for the Year Ended December 31, 1996) 
Revenues: Court costs received Miscellaneous Total revenues Expenditures: Bank charges Contract labor Drug Test Expense Dues and seminars Subscriptions Equipment purchases Miscellaneous Repairs & maintenance Supplies Uniforms Retirement Witness fees Probation fees Rent Salaries Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, beginning Fund balance, ending 

$ 57,899 2,546 60,445 
105 4,358 12,146 9,069 360 2,188 1,685 444 3,012 1,446 2,379 2,525 12,450 164 6 983 59,314 

$ 70,484 1,502 71,986 
68 2,145 7,218 545 782 1,278 759 1,186 2,660 1,985 3,575 7,200 159 7,459 37,019 1,131 34,967 162 982 128 015 $164,113 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$162,982 == 
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BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT ST. MARTIN PARISH WARD FOUR COURT Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities - Civil Court Fund Year Ended December 31, 1997 

ASSETS 
Total assets 
LIABILITIES Advanced court costs payable Other payables Total liabilities 

Balance Balance December 31, December 31, 1996 Additions Deductions 1997 
$13,248 $73,684 $13,248 ======= 
$ 245 13,003 $13,248 ======= 

$73,684 ======= 
$73,126 558 $73,684 ======= 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$73,007 ======= 
$73,007 
$73,007 ======= 

$13,925 ======= 
$ 364 13,561 
$13,925 ======= 



 

BREAUX BRIDGE ST. MARTIN PARISH Breaux Bridge CITY COURT WARD FOUR COURT) Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
(i) Summary of Siqnificant Accountinq Policies The BreauxBridge City Court was created under Louisiana Revised Statute 13:1872 as a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana. The Court operates under the control of the City Judge, an elected official serving a term of six years. The financial statements of the Breaux Bridge City Court have been prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), is the standard-setting body for governmental accounting and financial reporting. The GASB periodically updates it's codification of the existing Governmental Accounting and Financial Reporting Standards which, along with subsequent GASB pronouncements (Statements and Interpretations), constitutes GAAP for governmental units. The more significant of these accounting policies are described below and, where appropriate, subsequent pronouncements will be referenced. A. Financial Reportinq Entity This report includes all funds and account groups which are controlled by or dependent on the City Court Judge. Control by or dependence on the Breaux Bzldge City Court was determined on the basis of general oversight responsibility. Governmental Accounting Standard 14 defines the financlai reporting entity as a combination of the primary government, organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. This standard is effective for financial statements for periods beginning after December 15, 1992. Breaux Bridge City Court is a component unit of City of Breaux Bridge, Louisiana. The Notes to Financial Statements of the City of Breaux Bridge identify the City Court as a component unit; however, the City of Breaux Bridge does not present the financial information of the City Court. B. Fund Acco[Fntinq The accounts of the Court are organized on the basis of funds and account group, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. 
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BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT ST. MARTIN PARISH WARD FOUR COURT Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Resources are allocated to and accoUnted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for which they a~e to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds are grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into two generic fund types as follows: Governmental Fund General Fund The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Court. It is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in the Fiduciary Fund and appropriations byother governmental bodies on behalf of the Court. The Parish of St. Martin and the City of Breaux Bridge maintain individual accounting records for Court expenditures financed by their individual appropriations and report such expenditures in their respective financial statements. Fiduciary Fund Agency Fund An agency fund is used to account for assets held by the Court in a trustee capacity or as an agent for individuals, other governments, and/or other funds. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. ~g~ ~f Accountlnq The governmental fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Expenditures are recognized when the related liability is incurred. Operating supplies are recognized as expenditures when purchased. Agency funds do not involve measurement of results of operations. They are accounted for using the cash basis of accounting. 



D 

BREAUX BRIDGE ST. MARTIN PARISH Breaux Bridge CITY COURT WARD FOUR COURT Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1301 specifically states that only judicial expense funds (for judges) are to adopt budgets. Other funds of judges (City Courts) are not required to adopt budgets. Therefore, budgeted figures are not reported in this financial report. E. Flxed Assets Fixed assets of the Court purchased by the City of Breaux Bridge are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group of that entity. Fixed assets purchased by the Court are accounted for in the Court's General Fixed Assets Account Group and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund when purchased. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. F. Total Column on Combined Statement The total column on the Combined Statement is captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position or results of operations, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. G. Comparative Data Comparative total data for the prior year has been presented in the accompanying financial statements in order to provide an understanding of changes in the City Court's financial position and operations. However, comparative data has not been presented in each of the statements because their inclusion would make certain statements unduly complex and difficult to understand. 



 

BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT ST. MARTIN PARISH WARD FOUR COURT Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 
2) Cash A. At December 31, 1997, Breaux Bridge City Court has cash totaling $207,940. 

B 

Cash balances held by financial institutions for the Breaux Bridge City Court at December 31, 1997 total $223,587. The deposits are secured as follows: Bank balances 
Federal Deposit Insurance Pledged Securities (Category 3 Total Excess 

$223,587 
116,186 107,401 223,587 $ ==== Pledged securities in Category 3 includes uninsured or unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker or dealer by its trust department or agent, but not in the Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3), Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within ten (i0) days of being notified by the City that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

Cash - restricted of $3,021 is made up of monies reserved for witness fees paid to off duty police officers. The monies are held in the bank account for the General Fund; however, a separate set of self balancing books are maintained by the Court to account for respective funds. 



 

BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT (ST. MARTIN PARISH WARD FOUR COURT Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
Balance, December 31, 1996 Additions: Investment in general fixed assets - General Fund revenue Deletions Balance, December 31, 1997 

Equipment $40,092 
2,188 (5,000 $37,280 

(4) ExDenditures of the Breaux Bridqe City Court Paid by the City of Breaux Bridqe The cost of some expenditures Court, as required by statute, T~11~ Thp~ ~x~e~d~tures are for the operation of the Breaux Bridge City is paid by the City of Breaux Bridge, not inc]llded in the ~nm~mv~m~ f~o~ml 
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GENERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP The general fixed assets account group is used to account for fixed assets purchased in governmental type funds. 
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BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT ST. MARTIN PARISH WARD FOUR COURT Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Statement of General Fixed Assets December 31, 1997 
General fixed assets, at cost Equipment 
Investment in general fixed assets 
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1997 1996 
$37,280 ======= 
$37,280 ====~== 
$40,092 
$40,092 ======= 



 

BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT ST. MARTIN PARISH WARD FOUR COURT) Breaux Bridge, Louisiana Statement of Changes in General Fixed Assets Year Ended December 31, 1997 

General fixed assets, beginning of year Additions: General fund revenue Deletions General fixed assets, end of year 

13 

$40,092 
2,188 
(5,000) $37,280 ======= 



 

BREAUX BRIDGE CITY COURT GENERAL FUND Schedule of Cash Receipts and Disbursements YE~/~ ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 

Cash, January I, 1997 Receipts: Fines and costs collected Transfers from civil fund witness fees Probation fees Miscellaneous Continuing education Total receipts Total cash available 
Disbursements: Transfers of fines and costs to: General Fund City Marshal Indigent Defender Board Acadiana Criminalistic Lab Witness fees City of Breaux Bridge Parish fines/District Attorney Crime Victim Reparation District Attorney Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement Restitution Refunds on bonds Breaux Bridge Police Department Head & Spine fund Coroner DWI Analysis Probation fees Postage Court management expense Miscellaneous Court operating expenses and equipment purchases Total disbursements Cash, December 31, 1997 

14 

Criminal Other Total $ 26,269 $162,982 $189,251 
199,022 40,478 2,040 2,931 12,450 2,102 444 60,445 

239,500 2,040 2,931 12,450 2,102 444 259,467 

40,478 11,637 16,057 6,360 2,931 2,525 52,068 30,621 3,315 2,330 1,811 5,502 1,365 733 2,895 4,570 5,850 2,570 1,832 3,499 
12,450 

40,478 11,637 16,057 6,360 5,456 52,068 30,621 3,315 2,330 1,811 5,502 1,365 733 2,895 4,570 5,850 12,450 2,570 1,832 3,499 43,304 43,304 196 424 58,279 254,703 $ 28,867 $165,148 $194,015 



INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE INFORMATION 
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KOLDER, CHAMPAGNE, SLAVEN & RAINEY, LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The Honorable Randy P. Angelle, Judge Breaux Bridge City Court Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 

u_ P '"2~ 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Breaux Bridge City Court, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated April 27. 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted audltlng standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Govelnment Auditinq Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Breaux Bridge City Court's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditin~ Standards. Internal Control Over Financial ReDortin~ In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Breaux Bridge City Court's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, we noted certain matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Breaux Bridge City Court's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying schedule of prior and current audit findings as items I, 2, and 3. 
16 



 

A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their asslgned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that mlght be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, of the reportable conditions mentioned above, we consider item 3 to be a material weakness. We also noted other matters involving the internal control over financial reporting that we have reported to management of the BreattxBridge City Court in a separate letter dated April 27, 1998. This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana April 27, 1998 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC 
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BREAUX BRIDGE ST. MARTIN PARISH Breaux Bridge CITY COURT WARD FOUR COURT Louisiana Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings Year Ended December 31, 1997 
Compliance There were no compliance findings at December 31, 1996 or 1997 
Internal Control Over Flnanclal ReDortim~ All items noted below were flndings at December 31, 1996 and are again at December 31, 1997. i. Inadecs/ate SeqreQation of Accountinq Functions 

2 

Finding Due to the small number of employees, the Breaux Bridge City Court did not have adequate segregation of functions within the accounting system. Recommendation Based upon the size of additional personnel segregation of duties. of the administrative office it may not be feasible 
Response: No response is considered necessary Status of Cases Finding: 

and the cost-benefit to achieve complete 

A review of the civil docket book and the subsidiary ledger for the escrow account indicates that many balances have been dormant for quite some time. Recommendation We suggest that these cases be reviewed to determine their status and that dormant balances be closed. As an aid in monitoring the status of pending cases, we also suggest maintaining a statistical recap of cases pending at the beginning of the month, cases completed, and cases pending at the end of the month. A list should be prepared monthly of all pending cases by docket number and agreed to the statistical recap at the end of the month. Segregating this list into active and non-active cases will minimize the effort needed to compile it. This listing could be combined with the listings developed to reconcile outstanding bonds, escrowed funds, and attorney deposits to general ledger control amounts, thereby further reducing the effort needed to compile it. 
18 



 

BREAUX BRIDGE ST. MARTIN PARISH Breaux Bridge CITY COURT WARD FOUR COURT1 Louisiana Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings (continued) Year Ended December 31, 1997 
3. subsidiary Ledaers - Civil Dockets Finding Subsidiary ledgers for amounts due to and due from outside parties are not being properly maintained for civil dockets. Recommendation It is recommended that accurate subsidiary ledgers be maintained for all monies due to and due from others. Response Breaux Bridge City Court has created a computer program to aid in the maintenance of all civil docket records to allow management to accurately account for monies received by individual parties thereby creating subsidiary ledgers for each fund. This subsidiary is accurate for all dockets since this administration took office (January i, 1991). The subsidiary is inaccurate as to old dockets. Efforts are continuing to rectify this situation. 
Manaaement Letter Items Items included in the management letter of Decermber 31, 1996 are again included at December 31, 1997 with the exception of the following: A management letter point had been made at December 31, 1996 to keep a ledger to properly account for funds received from probation fees. The Breaux Bridge City Court now maintains such a ledger. 

19 
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KOLDER, CHAMPAG CERTIFIED 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 

The Honorable Randy P. Angelle Breaux Bridge City Court (St. Martin Parish ward Four Court) Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 

for funds which are either due to or is recommended that an accurate Civil maintained for any amounts received, 
We would like to express our sincere appreciation to you and your office staff for the courtesies and assistance rendered to us during the performance of our examination. Should you have any questions or need assistance, please feel free to contact us. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana April 27, 1998 

Respectfully yours 
Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC Certified Public Accountants 


