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}tonorable Jeffrey F. Wiley Ascension Parish Sheriff Donaldsonvillc, Louisiana 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

We have audited file accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of nlanagemcnt. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing_Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in dae general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 #sues, rcquires disclosure of certain matters regarding the year 2000 issue. The Ascension Parish Sheriff has included such disclosures in Note 15. Because of the unprccedented nature of the 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related remediation issues will not be fully determinable until the 2000 and thereafter. Accordingly, insufficient audit evidence to support Ascension Parish Sheriff's disclosures with respect to the year 2000 issue made in Note 15. Further, we do not provide assurance that that Ascension Parish Sheriff is or will be 2000 ready, that Ascension Parish Sheriff's year 2000 remediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with which Ascension Parish does business will be year 2000 ready. In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to be necessary had wc been able to examine such evidence regarding year 2000 disclosures, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position &the Ascension Parish Sheriffas of June 30, 1998, and the results of Jls operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated November 25, 1998 on our consideration of Ascension Parish Sheriffs internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana November 25,1998 
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ASCENSION PAR1SII SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS JUNE 30~ 1998 

ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Receivables InvcntoYy P;quipment Restricted Assets: Cash - self insurance fund Amount to be provded for retirement ofl.ong-'I"ern~ Debt 

Govcrtlmel~tal Fund "/'voes Capital Projects General Fixed Assets 
$ 2.890.217 $ 85.413 $ 1.496,262 $ 324.668 869 
753.277 

"10TAI. ASSE'I S 3.96%03 IAABII.ITIES Accounts, salarics, and withholdhxgs pa5'i~bie Claims payable Due to taxing bodies and others Bonds Payable Compensated absences payable TOTAl. LIAI~ILI3 IES FUND E~QU I'I'Y Investment ill general fixed assets Fund balances: Rese~'ed lot inveut~D' Reserved for self-insured health and accident plan Umeserved - undesignated TOTAl. EQUHY 

63,516 27,324 

g69 753.277 3.024.045 
TOTAL IJABIITHES AND FUND EQUITY $ 3,969,03 

85.413 
16,895 

68,518 

496,262 

496,262 

3,276,466 
3.276.466 

3,276,466 
3.276.466 

General I.ong Term Debt 

1,061,590 061,596 

795.000 266,596 061,596 

Total (Meltlorandunl Only) 

$ 85,413 $ 1,496,262 $ 3,276,466 $ 1,061,596 $ 

-2- 

,471,892 324,668 869 ,276,466 
9,888.768 
80,411 127,324 496.262 795,000 266,596 
g69 753,277 3,092,563 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 1N FUND BALANCE - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 
REVENUES Ad valolern taxes Inlel goveHlmelltal revcnucsi Fcdcral grea~ts State grants: State revenue sharing (net) State supplemental pay Other state and local grmlks l"ccs, charges, and commissions for selwiccs Civil and criminal fees CntlIJ altendmlce Transporting prisoners Feeding and keeping prisoners Municil)al law enforcement fccs Video poker Miscellaneous commissions U se of money and property - Interest l)onated fixed assets Total Revenues EXPENDITURES Public safely: Personal selwiecs and related benefits Opel ating seB, ices Matarial and supplies Principal retirement ai~d Interest Travel ,'rod other charges Capital outlay Total Expenditures 

Gcneral Fund 
$ 4,987,091 09.026 
117,967 460,576 165.673 431,303 17,025 24,080 683,425 612,000 371,177 280.199 

Capital Prqiects 

134,066 8,762 32.759 8,426,367 
5,976,447 1,156,197 1,190,306 225~04 11,612 58.118 8,618,284 

8.762 

940.244 940,244 EXCESS OF REVI~NUI:.S OVER IT.XI~ENI)I'I'URES (191,917) (931,482) Othei liBallcing sonrces/uses Bond issue proceeds Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other financing sources over expenditures and other financing uses FUNI) BA1.ANC|'; AT 13EGINNING OF YEAR FUND BA1,ANCE AT END OF YEAR 
(191,917) 3,970,108 

$ 4.987.09 
109,026 117,967 460,576 165.673 431,303 17,025 24,080 683,425 612,000 371,177 280.199 42,828 32.759 8,435,129 
5,976,447 1,156,197 1,190,306 225,604 11,612 998,362 9,558,528 

000.000 1.000.000 
68,518 (123,399) 3.970.108 $ 3,778,191 $ 68,518 $ 3,846,709 The accompanying notes arc an integral part of tiffs statement. - 3 - 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 1N FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 
REVENUES Ad valorem taxes ] ntergovemnlental revenues: l"ederal grants State grants: State revelme sharing (ne0 Stale supplemental pay Other stale and local grants Fees, charges, and eonmlissions for services Civil and criminal fees Court attendance Transporting prisoners Feeding and keeping prisoners Municipal law enforcement fees Video poker Miscellaneous commissions Use of money and property - Interest 1)onated fixed assets Total Revenues EXPENDITURES Public safety: Personal sepdees and related benefits Operating services Material and supplies Principal retirement and Interest Travel and other charges Capital outlay Total Expenditures '~XCESS OF RI'~VENUES OVF.R F.XPENDITURES FUND BAI,ANCE AT BEGINNING O1" YEAR FUNI) BALANCE AT 11N1) OF YEAR 
7he accompanying notes are an ir~tegral part of this statement. 

Budget Variance Favorable ( Unfavorable ) 
$ 4,929,583 $ 4,987,091 $ 57,508 70,000 117,967 456,000 188,670 418,000 18,000 8,700 561,235 612,000 325,000 268,298 125,000 11.780 8,110,233 
5,989,503 1,116,600 1,096,000 225,604 12,000 91.940 8,531,647 

109.026 117,967 460,576 165.673 431,303 17,025 24,080 683,425 612,000 371,177 280.199 134,066 32.759 8,426,367 
5,976,447 1,156,197 1,190,306 225,604 11,612 58.118 8,618,284 

39,026 
4,576 (22,997) 13,303 (975) 15,380 122,190 46,177 11,901 9,066 20.979 
13,056 09,597) (94,306) 388 33.822 

(191,917) 229,497 3,970,108 3,970,108 
$ 3,548,694 $ 3,778,191 $ 229,497 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff serves a four-year term as the chief executive officer of the law enforcement district and ex-officio tax collector of the parish. The sheriff administers the parish jail system and exercises duties required by the parish court system, snch as providing bailiffs, executing orders of the court, and serving subpoenas. As the chief law enforcement officer of the parish, the sheriff has the responsibility for enforcing state and local laws and ordinances within the territorial boundaries of the parish. The shcriffprovides protection to the residents of the parish through on-site patrols and investigations and serves the residents of the parish through tile establishment &neighborhood watch progrmns, anti-drug abuse programs, ct cetera. In addition, when requested, the sheriff provides assistance to other law enforcement agencies within the parish. As the ex-officio tax collector of tile parish, the sheriff is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, sporting licenses, mad fines, costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompanying financial statements of tile Ascension Parish Sheriff have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. B. REPORTING ENTITY 
GASB Statement 14 established criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and component units that should be included within the reporting entity. Under provisions of this Statement, the Sheriff is considered a primary government, since it is a special purpose govcrumcnt, the Sheriff is elected, is legally separate, and is fiscally independent of other state or local governments. As used in GASB Statement 14, fiscally independent means that the Sheriff may, without the approval or consent of another govenlnacntal entity, determine or modify its own budget, levy its own taxes or set rates or charges, and issue bonded debt. The Sheriffalso has no component units, defined by GASB Statement 14 as other legally separate organizations for which the Sheriff is financially accountable. There are no other primary governments with which the Sheriff has a significant relationship. 

54 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana 
NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES C. FUND ACCOUNTING (continued) 
The sheriff used funds and account groups to report its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designaed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. O11 the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds of the sheriff are classified into three categories: governmental (General Fund and Capital projects), fiduciary (agency ftmds), aod account groups (General Fixed Assets and General Long Term Debt). These funds are described as follows: General Fund The General Fuud, as provided by Louisiana Rcvised Statute 33:1422, is the principal fund of thc sheriff's office and accounts for the operations of the sheriff's office. The sheriff's primary source of revenue is an ad valorem tax levied by the law enforecment district. Other sources of revenue include commissions on state revenue sharing, state supplemental pay for deputies, civil and criminal fees, fees for court attendance and maintenance of prisoners, et cetera. General operating expenditures arc paid from this fund. Capital Proieets The Capital Project Fund is used to account for financial resources to be used for the acquisition Funds The agency funds are used as depositories for civil suits, cash bonds, taxcs, fees, dcferred compensation plan, et cetera. Disbursements from these funds are made to various parish agencies, litigants in suits, et cetera, in the manner prescribed by law. The agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

6- 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Dunaldsonville, Louisiana NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES C. FUND ACCOUNTING (continued) Account GroujLs 

(continued) 
The General Fixed Asset account Group is used to account for all of the fixed assets of the Sheriff's Office. ']'be General Long Term Debt Account Group }s used to account for all long terul obligations of tile SherifFs Office. 
D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in tile accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The General Fund is accounted for using a flow of current finmleial resources measurement focus. "/'he accompanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting. The General Fund uses the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 
Revenues Ad valorem taxes and the related commission on state revenue sharing arc recorded ill the year the taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, and become delinquent on December 31. The taxes are generally collected ill December, January, and February of the fiscal year. lntergovemmental revenues and fees, charges, and commissions for services are recorded when the sheriffis entitled to the funds. 
Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the intercst is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. 

-7 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Expanditurcs (continued) (continued) 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accoanting when the related fund liability is incurred. Other Financine Sources Proceeds from the sale of fxed assets are accounted for as othcr financing sources and are rccognized when received 
E. BUDGET PRACTICES 
The proposed budget for the year ended June 30, 1998, was made available for public inspection and commanls from taxpayers at the sherilTs office on June 12, 1997. The proposed budget, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published in the official journal 11 days prior to the public hearing, which was held at the sheriffs office on June 23, 1997, for comments from taxpayers. The budget is legally adopted and amended, as necessary, by the sheriff. All expenditure appropriations lapse at year end. Unexpandcd appropriations and any excess of revenues over expenditures are carried forward to the subsequent year as beginning fund balance. Formal budget integration (within the accounting records) is employed as a management control device. Budget amoants included in the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. F. ENCUMBRANCES Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the appropriation, is not employed. 

-8- 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
G. CASH AND CASH EOUIVALENTS (continued) 
Cash includes amounts in demand deposit accounts, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and other investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the shcriffmay deposit funds in demand deposit accounts, interest-bearing demand deposit accounts, money market accounts, or time &posits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Tax collections must be deposited in a hank domiciled in the parish where the fimds are collected. 
tl. INVENTORY 
Inventory at June 30, 1998, consists of commodities received from the United States Department of Agricultttre (USDA) through the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, as provided by the Food Distribution Program (CFDA 10.550). hwentory items are valued at unit prices established by the USDA and are recorded as expenditures ander the consumption method using the first-in, first-out (FIFO) cost flow assmnption. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are recorded within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. Fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. Approximately 95 per cent of fixed assets are valued at historical cost, while the remaining five per cent are valued at estimated cost. Estimated cost is determined by discounting the current cost of the assets to the date of purchase of the assets. 

-9- 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES COMPENSATE[) ABSENCES 
Tile following vacation hours are earned during a fiscal year Years of Service 0 to one year (at completion) 1-6 years of service 7-12 years of service 13 - 17 years of service 18 years of service and over 

(continued) 

Hours Per Month 4 8 l0 12 14 
Hours Per Year 48 96 120 144 168 

Upon retirement, unused ~mual leave up to a maximum of 160 hours, may either go towards retirement or shall be paid. Upon death, unused ammal leave up to a maximum of 160 honrs, shall be paid. Upon termination of an employee with less than 12 years of service, unused annual leave, up to a maximum of 80 hours, shall be paid. All employees earu eight hours per month for sick leave (96 hours per year). Upon retirement, death or termination of an employee, unused sick leave is not payable. The cost of leave privileges is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually taken. K. FUND EOUIT.Y Reserves Reserves represent those portions of ftmd equity not appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated for a specific future use. L. TOTAL COLUMN ON BALANCE SHEET 
The total colunm on '[.he balance sheet is captioned Memorandmn Orlly to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO TilE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The sheriffhas authorized and levied an ad valorem tax of 14.48 mills 
3. CASH AND CASll EOUIVALENTS 
At June 30, 1998, the sheriffhas unrestricted cash and cash equivalents (book balances) as follows Petty cash Interest-bearing demand deposits Time deposits Money market accounts 
Restricted cash totals $ 753,277 at June 30, 1998 $ 4.47 !~892 These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Uuder state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities ov, aaed by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1998, the sheriff has $ 5,012,471 in deposits including restricted cash (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $400,000 of federal deposit insurance, $ 2,812,471 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the Sheriff's name, and $1,800,000 at the fiscal agent bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statcmcut 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requiremcm on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the sheriff that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
4. RECEIVABLES 
The General Fund receivables at June 30, 1998 are as follows Class of Receivable Ad valorcnl taxes Fees, charges, and commissious for services Prisoner maintenance and transport Video poker Grants luterest Miscellaneous commissions 
Tota 

5. CItANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in general fixed assets (equipment) follows Balance, July 1, 1997 Additions Deductions Balance, June 30, 1998 

- 12 

252 202,653 16,068 83,004 9,792 9,844 3.055 
$ 324.668 

$ 2,849,508 788,822 ( 361.864) 3.276~66 



PENSION PLAN 

ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Dnnaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Substantially all employees of the Ascension Parish Shcrift's office are members of the Louisiana Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined banefit pansion plan administered by a separate board of trustees. All sheriffs and all deputies who are found to be physically fit, who earn at least $400 per month, and who were between the ages of 18 and 50 at the time of original employment are required to participate in tile System. Employees are eligible to retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service and receive a benefit, payable montbly for life, equal to a percentage of their final-average salary for each year of credited service. The percentage factor to be used for each year of service is 2.5 percent for each year if total service is at least 12 but less than 15 years, 2.75 percent for each year if total service is at least 15 but less than 20 years, and 3 percent for each year if total service is at least 20 years (Act 1117 of 1995 increased the accrual rate by 0.25 percent for all service rendered on or after January 1, ] 980.) In ,may case, the retirement benefit cammt exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination as indicated previously. Employees who terminate with at least 20 years of credited service are also eligible to elect early benefits between ages 50 and 55 with reduced benefits equal to the actuarial equivalent of the benefit to which they would otherwise be entitled at age 55. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statemants and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Sheriffs Pension mad Relief Fund, Post Office Box 3163, Monroe, Louisiana 71220, or by calling (318) 362-3191. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.7 percent of their mmual covered salary and the Ascension Parish Sheriff is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 6.0 percent of annual covered payroll. As of April 1, 1997, the Sheriffs office also pays the employees 8.7% contribution. Contributions to the System also include one-half of one percent of the taxes sho~'m to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish and funds as required and available from insurance premium taxes. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Ascension Parish Sheriff are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuatiou and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Ascension Parish Sheriff's contributions to the System, including the employee's portion starting April 1, 1997, for the years ending June 30, 1998, 1997 and 1996, were $656,333, $614,876, and $317,603, respectively. 

13- 



ASCENSION PARISH SttERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO THE FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS 
7. OTIIER POSTEMPLOYMENF BENEFITS The sheriff does not provide continuing health care or life insurance benefits for its retired employees 
8. COMPENSATED ABSENCES At June 30, 1998, employees of the sheriff have accumulated and vested $266,596 of employee leave benefits, which was computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. This amount is recorded within the general long term debt account group. 
9. CttANGES 1N AGENCY FUND BALANCES A summary of changes in agency fund balances due to taxing bodies and others follows 
Agency funds: Sheriffs Tax Collcctor Bond Contraband Deferred compensation Jail inmate Total 
0. TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST 

Balance at Beginning of Year 
47,070 221,518 429,154 13,447 292,221 __ 6 222 $ 1,O09~632 

Additions 
$ 843,117 31,406,840 1,121,574 17,476 251,067 186.825 

Redactions 

$. 33~826.899 $: 33.340.269 

Balance at End of Year 
$ 56,796 

The unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and others in the agency funds at June 30, 1998, include $ 307,926 of taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on the investment of these fimds, totaling $ 21,508. These funds are held pending resolution of the protest and are accounted for in the Tax Collector Agency Fond. 
14 



11. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 

ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO TIIE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
At June 30, 1998, the sheriff is involved in several lawsuits. In the opinion of the sheriffs legal counsel, the ultimate resolution of these claims would not create a liability to the sheriff in excess of existing insurance coverage. 
2. EXPENDITURES OF THE SItERIFF'S OFFICE PAID BY 3"liE PARISH POLICE JURY The sheriffs office is located in the parish courthouse. Expenditures for maintenance and operation of the parish courthouse, as required by state statute, are paid by the Ascension Parish Police Jury and arc not included in the accompanying financial statements. 
3. RESERVE FOR SELF INSURED llEALTH AND ACCIDENT PLAN At June 30, 1998, the Ascension Parish Sheriff has a fund balance reserve of $127,324 for its Self-Insured Healtb and Accident Plan. On August 1, 1992 the sheriffbegan providing health and accident insurance coverage for his employees. The plan is funded by the General Fund for employee coverage and by employee premiums paid for dependent coverage. The office is obligated to pay all claims up to $35,000 per person covered up to ,'m aggregate of $ 426,082, and the excess is insured with an insurance company up to $1,000,000. A liability for a claim is established if information indicates that it is probable that a liability has been incurred at tbe date of the financial statements and the amount of the loss is reasonably estimable. 
Unpaid claims as of July 1, 1997 ncurred claims (including claims incurred but not reported as of June 30): Provision for current-year events where the Sheriffhas retained risk &loss Payments: Claims attributable to current-year events where the Sheriff has retained risk of loss Unpaid claims as &June 30, 1998 

15- 

June 30 1998 104.162 
1,113,598 
(__ 1,090,436) $ ~2L324 



ASCENSION PARISH StlER1FF Donaldsonvine. Louisiana NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
4. DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN In Deccnther 1989, the Sheriff created a deferred compensation plan under internal Revenue Code Section 457. Gancrally, all employees of the Sheriffs Office are eligible to participate in the deferred compansation plan. The plan permits them to defer a portion of their compensation until future years. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death, or an mfforcscen emergency. Those who elect to participate in the plan are required to eonlribute a minimun~ of$10 per pay check not to exceed 25% of total compensation. The Sheriffis not required to match the contribution. All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased with those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property and fights are (until paid or made available to the employee or other beneficiary.) solely the property mad rights of the Sheriff (without being restricted 1o the provisions of benefits under the plan), subject only to claims of the Sheriffs general creditors. Participants rights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the Sheriffin an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant. It is the opinion of the Sheriffs legal counsel that the Sheriffhas no liability for losses under the plan but does have tbe duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The Sheriff believes that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the future. Contributions made by the employees and the investment of the fimds arc managed by a third party administrator selected by the Sheriff The assets and liabilities of the plan are presented within the Agency Fund of the Sheriff. 5. YEAR 2000 ISSUES The Year 2000 Issue consists of two shortcomings that make computer processing systems unable to read year-date data beyond the year 1999. The first shortcoming is that many computer programs contain abbreviated dates which clinlinate the first two digits of the year. Therefore, some computer programs may recognize January 1,2000 as January 1, t 900 and process data incorrectly or stop processing altogether. The second shortcoming is that some computers will be unable to detect the year 2000 as a leap year and may not register the additional day and the data calculations may be incorrect. 
Currently the Ascension Parish Shcriffis waiting for a software update that should bring the General Fund 2000 compliant. The Sheriff is also in the process of purchasing a new software for the Civil and Bond Fund which should be sufficient to handle the issues associated with the year 2000. 
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ASCENSION PARISH SllER|FF Donaldsonville. Louisiana NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
6. PRIOR PERIOD ADJUSTMENT The balance of $216,764 in compensated absenccs payable at June 30, 1997 was properly transfencd to tbe General Long Term Account Group. The fscal year 1997 fund balance for tile General Ftmd has been restated to reflect file effect of tiffs adjustment. 
7. CIIANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 
The following is a summm7 of long-term obligation transactions during the year: 
Long-term obligations payable at July 1, 1997 
Additions Deductions Long-term obligations payable at June 30, 1998 

Compcnsatcd Notes Absences PavaNe _(Note 8) Toll $ $ 216,764 $ 216,764 49,832 1,049,832 (205,000) ( - _.) (205,000) 
$795.000 $266.596 $1,061,596 

Notes Payable as of June 30,1998 consisted of an Ascension Parish Law Enforcement Certificate of Indebtedness, Series 1997. One million was issued for capital expenditures of the SherifFs Office. Bi- anoual payments will be made each February 1, and August 1, until the note is paid out on February 1, 2002. The note will bear a 5.75% interest rate. 
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INDIVIDUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

AGENCYFUNDS 



ASCENSION PARISII StlERIFF Donaldsonville. Louisiana .AGENCY FUNDS JUNE 30, 1998 
SIIERIFF'S FUND The Sheriffs Fund accounts for funds held in civil suits, sheriffs sales, and garnishments 
TAX COI,LECTOR FUND Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 provides that the shcriffwill scrvc as the collector of state and parish taxes and fees. The Tax Collector Fund is used to collect mad distribute these taxes and fees to the appropriate taxing bodies. BOND FUND The Bond Fund accotmts for the collection of bonds, fines, and costs mad payment of these collcetions to the recipients in accordance with applicable laws. CONTRABANDFUND The Contraband Fund holds all criminally disputed funds until a decision as to ownership is decided in District Court. The monies are distributed according to court judgment. JAIL INMATE FUND The Jail Inmate Fund accounts for all funds received from and disbursed to the inmates as they cuter and arc released from the prison system. 
DEFERRED COMPENSATION FUND This Fuud is used to account for contributions and withdrawals of funds invested in accordance with the deferred compensation agreements as required by lntemal Revenue Code Section 457. 
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ASSETS 

ASCENSION PARISII SHERIFF 
.AGENCY FUNDS COMBINING BALANCE SHEET June 30. 1998 

Sheriff's Tax Collector Bored Conlraband 
Cash and cash equivalents $ 56,796 $ 355,651 $ 515,664 $ 12,697 LIAI];I LITIES Due 1o taxing bodies and others $ 56,796 $ 355,651 $ 515,664 $ 12,697 



 

Deferred Compensation Jail Inmale Tola 
541,199 $ 14,255 $ 1,496,262 
541.199 14,255 $ 1,496,262 



ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF Donaldsonvil|e. Louisiana 
AGENCY FUNDS SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN BALANCES DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTIIERS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 

BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR ADDITIONS Deposits: Contributions by employees ShcrifPs tales and garnishnlcnls Fincs and costs Receipts from inmales Taxes, fees, etc. paid to tax collector 
]nterest on il]vestluents Total Additions 
REDUCTIONS Taxes, fees, elc. distributed 1o laxing bodies and others Withdrawals Distribution to tamales Deposits settlcd 
Total Redactions 
BALANCES ATEND OF YEAR 

SbefifPs 

The accompanying 1|o1~s are an integral pan of lhis statement 

Tax Collector Bond Contraband 
47.070 $ 221.518 $ 429,154 $ 13.447 
839.274 

31.316.176 
3.843 90.664 6.443 843.117 

833.391 
833.391 
56.796 

31.406.840 
31,272,707 
31.272.707 
$ 355.651 

1.035.064 
1.035.064 
$ 515,664 

16.957 

519 
17.476 

18,226 
8.226 
12.697 



 

Deferred Compensation 
292.221 
206.706 

44.36 

2.089 
2.089 

Jail lnmatc Tota 
6.222 $ 1.009.632 

186.443 
382 

206,706 856,231 1,115,131 186.443 31.316.176 
146,212 186.825 33.826.899 

178.792 
178.792 

31,272,707 2,089 178,792 1.886.681 
33.340.269 

$ 541,199 $ 14,255 1,496,262 



OTItER REPORTS REOUIRED BY GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 



I)osllethwaitc & Nc|lerville .4 hq/e.~,il.lll] 4t(ounHnL, ('o~71u~alion CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNq AN] S 08 M[ MOFIIAt []FIIV[ ~ POS1 OF[ ICE BOX 1190 ~ DONAL DSONVILLE, LOUISIANA 70346 ~ ] LLEPt lONE (504) 473 4179 ~ ~ AX (504) 473 7204 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENTA UD1TING STANI)ARDS 
Ilonorable Jeffery F. Wile), Ascension Parish Sheriff's Office Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Sheriff's Office as of and for the year ended Jane 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated November 2.5, 1998, which was qualified bceanse insufficient audit evidence exists to support Ascension Parish Sheriff's disclosure with respect to tbe year 2000 issue. Except as discussed in the preceding sentence, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of file United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Ascension Parish Sheriff's Office's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effcet on the determination of financial statement anaounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective &our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported ander Gow, rnment A uditing Standards. hrternal Control Over Financial Renortine lu planning and performing our audit, we considered the Ascension Parish Sheriff's Office's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our anditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, wc noted certain matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating In significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Ascension Parish Sheriff's Office's ability to record, process, stunmarb'~c and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. Reportable conditions are described in the accompanying schedule. 
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A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amotmts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered tbe material weaknesses. However, we believe that the reportable condition that we have mentioned above is considered to be a material weakness. This report is intended for the information of the Ascension Parish Sheriff, management, and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana November 25. 1998 
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CFDA No. 

ASCENSION PARISH SHERIFF'S OFFICE SCIIEDULE OF REPORTABLE CONDITIONS JUNE 30, 1998 

R~portable Condition: N/A The Bond Fund does not have a proper segregation of duties 
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