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JAMIESON, WISE & MARTIN A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 601 MAINSTREET P.O. BOX897 MINOEN, LOUISIANA 71058 0897 (318) 377-3171 FAX (318) 377-3177 

To the management of the Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 Cotton Valley, Louisiana 

TION REPORT 
WM. PEARC[ JAM IESON, C.RA. 119911 MEMBERS AME RI~N CNSTI1UT~ OF C E R TIF I E C* PUB LIC AL.COUNT ANTS SOO~TY OF COUIS=ANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT~ 

We have compiled the component unit financial statements as of December 31, 1997, and for the year then ended, in accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A compilation is limited to presenting in the form of financial statements information that is the representation of management. We have not audited or reviewed the compiled financial statements and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them. 

April 28, 1998 Minden, LA 



JAMIESON, WISE & MARTIN A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 601 MAINSTREET P.O. BOX897 MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71058.0897 (318) 377-3171 FAX (318) 377-3177 
Independent Accountants' Report on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

To the Management of the Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 

WM. PEARCE JAMIESON, C.EA. (1991( MEMSEaS A*,E f~ICAN INSTITUTE OF SOCIETy OF LOUISIANA ( E RTIFIE O PUBLIC AC~UNTANT~ 

We have performed the procedures included in the Louistana Go~crnment Audit Guide and enumerated below, which were agreed to by the nlal~agelnent of the Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating management's assertions about the Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8's compliance with certain laws and regulations during the year ended December 31, 1997 included in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was performed in accordance with standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. Public Bid Law Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exceeding $5,000, or public works exceeding $50,000, and determine whether such purchases were made in accordance with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). No expenditures were made during the year for either materials and supplies exceeding $5,000 or public works exceeding $50,000. Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 2. Obtain from management a list of the immediate family members of each board member as defined by LSA-RS 42:1 I01-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests of all board members and employees, as well as their immediate families. Management provided us with the required list including the noted information. 



3. Obtain from management a listing of all employees paid during the period under examination. During the year ended December 31, 1997, the district had no employees. All services were provided on a volunteer basis. 4. Determine whether any of those employees included in the listing obtained from management in agreed-upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained from management in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate family members. No persons were employed by the Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 for the year ended December 31, 1997. 
5. Obtained a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments. Management provided us with a copy of the original budget. There were two amendments to the budget during the year. 6. Trace the budget adoption and amendments to the minute book. We traced the adoption of the original budget to the minutes of a meeting held on September 19, 1996 which indicated that the budget bad been adopted by the commissioners of the Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 by a unanimous vote. Two amendments were traced to the minutes of the meetings held on March 17, 1997 and September 18, 1997. 7. Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures to determine if actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted amounts by more than 5%. We compared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures. Actual revenues and expenditures for the year did not exceed budgeted amounts by more than 5% in total, however, several individual line items are m excess of the 5% variance. 
8. Randomly select 6 disbursements made during the period under examination and (a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper amount and payee; We examined supporting documentation for each of the six selected disbursements and found that payment was for the proper amount and made to the correct payee. 



(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account; and All six payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. (c) determine whether payments received approval from proper authorities. Inspection of documentation supporting each of the six selected disbursements indicated approval from the chairman of the Board of Commissioners. 
Meetings 9. Examine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the minute book were posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). The Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 is only required to post a notice of each meeting and the accompanying agenda at the front of the fire station. Management has asserted that such documents were properly posted. During our testwork, we found no evidence supporting such assertion other than two advertisements for two meetings held during the year and an unmarked copy of a notice to another meeting held during the year. Debt 10. Examine bank deposits for the period under examination and determine whether any such deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. We inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under examination and noted no deposit which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

11. Examine payroll records and minutes for the year to determine whether any payments have been made to employees which may constitute bonuses, advance, or gifts. As previously stated under items 3 and 4, as of December 31, 1997, the district had no employees. All services were provided on a volunteer basis. A reading of the minutes of the district for the year indicated no approval for the payments noted. We also inspected disbursement records for the year and noted no instances which would indicate payments to employees which would constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 



We were not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, the objective of which would be the expression of an opinion on management's assertions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would have been reported to you. This report is intended solely for the use of management of the Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the procedures for their purposes. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

April 28, 1998 Minden, LA 



APPENDIX F. LOUIS IANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

May 4, 1998 

(Auditors) n connection with your compilation of our financial statements Dee~mhp~ 31. 1997 and for the peHnd then ended, end as required by as of Louisiana Revised Statute 24:813 and the Louisiana Gbvenvnental Aucrd Guide, we make the following mprasentations to you. We accept full responsibility for our compliance with the following laws and regulation and the Internal controls over compliance with such laws and regulations. We have evaluated our compliance with the following laws and regulations prior to making these mpresentatlons. based on the Information available to us as of (date). Public Bid Law It is true that we have complied with the public bid I=~,, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where applicable, the regulations of the DivI.~on of Administration, State Purchasing Office:. / Yes If j" No [ ] . Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees It is true that no employees or offidais have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a service, loan, or promise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101-1124. Yes t,~No ~ ] It is true that no member of the [mmediste family of any member of the governing authority, or the chief exec~ive of the governmental entity, has been employed by the govemmental entity after Apdl t, 1 gs0, under circumstances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:11 lg. / Yes [-~/No [ ] Budgeting We have complied with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (t.SA-RS 3g:'[301-14) orthe budget requirements of LSA-RS 3g:43. / Yes No [ ] b~ Accounting'and Reporting 
I=-1 



AccounUngand Reporting 

as a~jca~e. / Yes [JJNo ( ] We have had our financial s~atements audited or complied I=i accordance with LSA-RS 24:513. Yes [~No [ l Meeting,= We have complied with the provisions of the Open Meetings law, provided In RS 42:1 through 42:12. Yes[A/No[ ] Debt It is true we have not Incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to make purchases in the ordinary course of administration, nor have we entered Into any lease-purchase agreements, without the approval of the State Bond Commission, as provided by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 47:1410.60. Yns~.(;~oi j Advances and Bonuses It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation of Article VII, Section 14 of the lg74 Louk~iana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 7g-72g. 
We have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any cuntradictions to the foregoing represantations. We have made available to you documentation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. We have provided you with any communications from regulatory agendes or other sources concerning any possible noncompliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any communications received between the end of the period under examination and the issuance of this report. We acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you any known noncompliance which may occur subsequent to the issuance of your report. 
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COMPONENT UNIT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Accounts Groups December 31, 1997 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS Cash and cash equivalents Receivables - ad valorem taxes Receivables - parcel fees Utility deposits Buildings Vehicles Equipment & tools Amount to be provided for retirement of general long-term debt Total assets and other debits 
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable Bonds payable Total liabilities Fund equity: Investment in general fixed assets Fund balances - Unreserved - undesignated Total fund equity Total liabilities and fund equity 

Governmental Fund Type Special Revenue 65,186 99,579 3,675 100 

Account Grouvs General Fixed Assets 
100,435 167,032 103,393 

$ 1,330 1,330 
167,210 167,210 
370,860 
370,860 
- 370,860 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

General Long-term Debt 

37,602 37,602 
37,602 37,602 

Total (Memorandum Only) 65,186 99,579 3,675 100 100,435 167,032 103,393 37.602 577.002 
1,330 37~02 38,932 
370,860 167,210 538,070 577~02 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 
Statements of Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - All Governmental Fund Types For the year ended December 31, 1997 

REVENUES Ad valorem taxes Parcel fees Intergovernmental revenues - Webster Parish Police Jury Interest income Other revenues Total revenues 
EXPENDITURES Current - public safety: Insurance Fuel Maintenance & utilities Education & training Supplies Labor, lawyer, CPA fees Miscellaneous Debt service: Principal & interest Capital outlay Total expenditures 
Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund balances at beginning of year Fund balances at end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

1997 
96,072 23,425 3,488 1,907 913 25.805 
8,596 651 6,988 1,439 7,677 4,623 1,972 50,000 7,464 89.410 
36,395 130.815 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 
Statement of Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 

REVENUES Ad valorem taxes Parcel fees Intergovernmental revenues - Webster Parish Police Jury Interest income Other revenues Total revenues EXPENDITURES Current - public safety: Insurance Fuel Maintenance & utilities Education & training Supplies Labor, lawyer, CPA fees Miscellaneous Debt service: Principal & interest Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balances at beginning of year 
Fund balances at end of year 

Budget $ 70,000 

70.000 
11,346 5,000 6,575 850 5,500 6,000 2,091 50,000 87,362 
(17,362) 34.095 

Actual 93,212 19,750 3,488 1,907 913 

Variance - Favorable (Unfavorable) 23,212 19.750 3,488 1,907 913 119,270 49,270 
8,588 645 6,437 1,439 7,258 4,282 1,967 50,000 7,464 88,080 
31,190 34,095 
65,285 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 

2,758 4,355 138 (589) (1,758) 1,718 124 
(7,464.) (718) 
48,552 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 
Sttmmarv of Significant Accotmtin~ Policies The Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 was created by resolution of the Webster Parish Police Jury in 1988. The District was formed for fire protection purposes. The District's board consists of five members who do not receive compensation. Two members are appointed by the Webster Parish Policy Jury, two members are appointed by the Town of Cotton Valley and the fifth member is appointed by the other four members and is the chairman of the District. Firemen are all volunteers. The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies A. Basis of Presentation - The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Webster Parish Fire Protection District have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing gox ernmental accounting and financial reporting principles. B. Reportme enlitv - As the goveming authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Webster Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Webster Parish. The financial reporting ennty consists of (a) the primary government (Webster Parish Police Jury), (b) orgamzations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Webster Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 
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WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 
b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on that jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relatlonslnp. Because the Webster Parish Police Jury is able to impose its will on the District and also because the district is fiscally dependent on the jury, the district was determined to be a component unit of the Webster Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the district and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. C. Fund accounting - The District uses funds and account groups to report on its financial posmon and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds of the district are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the district's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. Governmental funds of the district include: 1. Special Revenue Fund -accounts for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purpose 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. The governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the governmental fund. The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues - District property taxes are levied and collected by the parish tax collectors. Parcel fees are levied by the parish tax collectors and collected by the To~vm of Cotton Valley. Property tax re-~enues and parcel fees are recognized as revenues when assessed. Property taxes and parcel fees are assessed in November of each year and are considered delinquent as of January 1. Expenditures - Expenditures are approved to be paid by the Board at board meetings. E. Budget practices The district uses the following budget practices 1. The Chairman and Treasurer of the Board prepares a proposed budget and submits stone to the Board of commissioners no later than fifteen days prior to the beginmng of each fiscal year. 2. A summary of the proposed budget is published and the public notified that the proposed budget is available for public inspection. At the same time, a public hearing is called. 3. A public hearing is held on the proposed budget at least ten days after publication of the call for the hearing. 4. After the holding of the public hearing and completion of all action necessary to finalize and implement the budget, the budget is adopted by the board of 
14 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 
connmssioners prior to the commencement of the fiscal year for which the budget ~s being adopted. 5. Budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of the fiscal year 6. The budget for the Special Revenue Fund was not adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 7. The revenues and expenditures shown on page 10 are reconciled with the amounts reflected on the budget comparison on page 11 as follows: 
Excess of revenues over expenditures, GAAP basis To adjust for receivables To adjust for payables 

Year ended Dec. 31, 1997 $ 36,395 (6,535) 1,330 Excess of revenues over expenditures, Budget cash basis $ 31.190 F. Cash Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the district may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Under state law, the district may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 
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WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 
G. Fixed assets and lone-term deb Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased or constructed, and the related assets are reported in the general fixed asset account group. The cost of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of fixed assets or materially extend their useful lives is not capitalized. Public domain (infrastructure) general fixed assets consisting of parking lots and other improvements are not capitalized. Interest costs incurred during construction are not capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost where historical records are available and at estimated cost where no historical records are available. 
The District had no employees for the year ended December 31, 1997 
I. Lone-term obheatJon Long-term debt expected to be financed from governmental funds are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in the governmental funds when due. J. Total columns on combined statements Total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
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WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 

2. Levied taxes 
Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 

The District has a levy of 11.47 mill advalorem tax as of December 31, 1997. Parcel fees of $25 on each lost, subdivided portion of ground or individual tract upon which there is a structure are also assessed. This parcel is for a period often years ending in 1998. Taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, and become delinquent on December 31. The taxes are generally collected in December of the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. 3. Cash and cash eouivalents At December 31, 1997, the district has cash and cash equivalents totaling $ 65,186 as follows: Demand deposits Interest-bearing deposits Total $ 64,969 217 $ 65.186 These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these bank balances must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times at least equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1997, the district has $65,204 in collected bank balances. The deposits are secured from risk by $65,204 of federal deposit insurance. 4. Receivables The following is a summary of receivables at December 31, 1997 Ad valorem taxes $ 9_9~ 5y~ The Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 used the direct charge-off method of accounting for uncollectible ad valorem taxes and parcel fees. 
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WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 
Fixed assets A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
1997" Land & buildings Vehicles Equipment Totals 

Balance Balance January 1 Additions Deletions December 31. $100,435 167,032 95.929 7.464 $ 36~39~ 7,464 6. Chances in eenera[ long-term debt 
100,435 167,032 103,393 ~370,860 

The following is a summary of the long-term obligation transactions during the year 
Long-term debt payable January 1, 1997 Additions: Retirements: Long-term debt payable, December 31, 1997 

Ce~ificate of Indebtedness $ 80,873 
(43,271) 

Ce~ificate oflndebtednessatDecember 31, 1997, is comprised ofthefollowing issue: $300,000 Certificates of Indebtedness, dated 6/20/90 due in annual installments through April 1, 2000; interest at prime rate as published in Wall Street Journal; rate as of December 31, 1997 is 8.25%; secured by levy and collection ofad valorem taxes $ 37,602 
18 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Notes to Financial Statements As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 
The annual requirements to amortize the debt outstanding as of December 31, 1997, including interest payments of $ 3,102 are as follows: 1998 Total 8. Per diem of commissioners 

$ 40,704 $ 40.704 
The Board of Commissioners listed below are not compensated for their service to the District. Sherrill Parkerson Melton Gray Dennis MesheU Jerry Slack Mike Crouch 

Chairman Vice-chairman Treasurer Member Member 
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WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Summary of Prior Year Findings For the year ended December 31, 1997 
The financial statements of Webster Parish Fire Protection District #8 had the following findings as of and for the year ended December 3 I, 1996: Expenditure in violation of public bid law One expenditure noted not made in accordance with the public bid law Management did not make any expenditures in violation With public bid law for the year ended December 31, 1997. 
2. Violation of budget law The actual expenditures exceeded the budgeted expenditures by more than 5% Management reviewed and amended the budget during the year ended December 31, 1997, however, actual expenditures in excess of the budget amounts by 5% were noted. 
Evidence to indicate postings of meetings No evidence found to support the assertion that notices were posted as required by LSA-RS 42: I through 42:12. 



WEBSTER PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT #8 Corrective Action Plan For the year ended December 31, 1997 
The following details management's response to the findings noted as a result of performing agreed-upon procedtues on management's representations contained in the Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire: 
FINDING: Budgeting Actual revenues & expenditures exceed budgeted amounts by more than 5%. 
Management's response: 
Management intends to monitor revenues and expenditures more closely in order to make necessary amendments to the budget for unfavorable variances noted, as required by LSA- RS 39:1310. FINDING: Meetings 
Evidence was not provided to support management's assertion that all meetings held during the year were advertised in accordance with the open meetings law. Management's response: 
Mauagement intends to make an attempt to provide evidence to support the assertion that agendas for all meetings are properly posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12. 
Signature Date: 5- Y.b- 
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