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ndeaendent Auditors' ReDo 

We have audited the accompanying primary government financial statements of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Bossier Parish Police Jury's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
A primary government is a legal entity or body politic and includes all funds, organizations, institutions, agencies, departments, and offices that are not legatly separate. Such legatty separate entities are referred to as component units. In our opinion, the primary government financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the primary government of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. However, the primary government financial statements, because they do not include the financial data ef component units of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, do not purport to, and do not, present fairly the financial position of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated May 15, 1998 on our consideration of the Bossier Parish Police Jury's internal control over financial reporting and on our tests ef its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 



Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the primary government financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying supplemental information schedules listed in the table of contents and shown on pages 26-33, are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the primary government financial statements of the Bossier Parish Police Jury. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards, shown on pages 34-35, is presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by U.S. Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations, and is also not a required part of the primary government financial statements of the Bossier Parish Police Jury. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the primary government financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the primary government financial statements taken as a whole. 
Cook & Morehart Certified Public Accountants May 15, 1998 





 Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances Primary Government All Governmental Fund Types For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 Totals - Special Debt Capital Memorandum General Revenue Service Praiects Only ~ Revenues: Ad valorem taxes Sales tax Licenses and permits Intergovernmental revenues Fees, charges, and commissions for services Fines and forfeitures Use of money and property Other revenues Total revenues Expenditures: Current: General government: Legislative Judicial Elections Finance and administrative Other Public safety Public works Health and welfare Culture and recreation Economic development Capital projects Debt service: Principal retirement Interest and other charges Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Other financing sources (uses}: Operating transfers in Operating transfers out Total other financing sources (uses Excess (deficiencyJ of revenues and other sources over expenditures and other uses Fund balances at beginning of year Residual equity transfer 

$ 568,572 $ 3,579,314 $ $ $ 4,147,886 2,498,259 2,498,259 431,087 6,525 437,612 1,306,545 3,537,944 1,025,585 6,870,074 7,254 1,014,041 1,386,446 2,407,741 804,570 804,576 140,921 257,884 10,350 314,227 723,382 141,797 . 139,249 11,000 291,036 2,596,166 11,836,792 10,350 2,737,258 _ 17,180,566 
148,944 199,541 89,436 623,016 573,951 21,217 118,572 150,999 30,907 

1,016,960 
65,465 1,082,332 3,721,011 2,269,452 1,554,808 

1,958,583 9,710,028 555,000 294,388 849,398 
3,416,782 
3,41B,782 

148,944 1,216,501 89,436 688,481 573,951 1,1D3,549 3,839,583 2,420,451 1,554,808 30,907 3,416,782 555,000 . 294,388 15,932,781 
639,583 2,126,764 ( 839,038) ( 679,524) 1,247,785 
38,500 (565,000) ( 526,500) 1,220,000 _(906,500) 313,500 113,083 2,440,264 2,042,586 28,343 6,928,403 ( 28,343] 

858,000 858,000 ( 645,000) ( 645,000) 18,962 ( 514.786 1,324,524) 6,197,905 
2,116,500 _( 2,11B,500) 
1,247,785 16,483,600 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 4 



Revenues Ad va]orem taxes Sales tax Licenses and permits Intergovernmental revenues Fees, charges, and commissions for services Fines and forfeitures Use of money and property Other revenues Total revenues 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Combined Statement o| Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances - Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual - General and Special Revenue Funds Primary Government For the Year Ended December 31. 1997 

Expenditures Current: General government: Legislative Julicfal Elections Finance and administrative Other Public safety Public works Health and welfare Culture and recreation Economic development Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Other financing sources (uses) Operating transfers in Operating transfers out Total other financing sources (uses) 

General Feed VaHanoe Favorable- Budget Actual (Unfavorable) 
Seecial Reve~e Fried Variance Favorable- Budget Actual ~UEfavorahle) $ 509,000 $ 520,410 $ 11,410 $ 393,250 436,275 43,025 1,302,100 1,465,959 163,859 

6,650 7,254 404 91,500 199,.~_55 2,322,655 
155,100 232,540 105,670 988,170 658,350 25,750 115,800 151,860 33,000 $ 2,466,24! 

140,921 138,476 2,709,295 
146,737 197,960 96,275 905,380 528,458 21,182 121,967 149,310 30,559 $ 2,197,848 

49,421 118,521 306,640 
8,363 34,560 9,395 82,790 129,892 4,568 6,167) 2,550 2,441 $ 268,392 

3,001,542 2,400,000 6,000 3,453,330 913,400 831,550 193,000 128,782 10,927,604 

$ 3,197,409 2,532,230 6,525 3,365,828 934,024 818,837 257,884 145.617 11,258,354 
1,092,550 1,031,775 137,400 
1,074,645 3,903,650 2,324,654 1,595,000 

56,368 1,040,904 3,737,589 2,271,753 1,557.380 

95,867 32,230 525 87,502) 20,624 ( 12,713) 64,884 16,835 330,750 
60,775 81,032 33,741 66,061 52,901 37.620 $ 10,127,899 $ 9,695,769 $ 432,130 $( 1435,~ $ 511,447 $ 655,032 $ 799,705 $ 1,562,585 $ 762,880 38,500 38,500 - 1,206,425 1,220,000 I 59O,425) I 565,000) 25,425 I 906,500) J 908,500) ( 551,925) ( 526,500) 25,425 __ 299,925 313,500 Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other sources over expenditures end otheruses ( 695,510) ( 15,053) 680,457 Fund balances at beginning of year Residual equity transfer 1.967.960 2,178,831 21,210 210,871 21,210 

1,099,630 3,161,095 

13.575 
13.575 

1,876,085 776,455 3,575,433 J_ 21,210) 414,338 .~_ 21,210) Fund balances at end of year $ 1,272~450 $ 2f184~988 $ 912(538 $ 4~260~725 $ 5(430r308 $ 1,169f583 The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



Revenues 
Intergovernmentalrevenues Fees, charges and commissions for services Use of money and property Totalrevenues Expenditures 
Capital projects Debt service: Principal Interest and other charges Total expenditures 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances Budget (Cash Basis) and Actual - Debt Service and Capital Projects Funds Primary Government For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 
Fund Capital Proiects Funds Variance Favorable- Budqet Actual (Unfavorable) Budqet 

___ 9,500 9,500 10,350 10,350 

Variance Favorable- _(Unfavorable) 
- $ 671,000 $ 694,794 $ 23,794 
850 850 

555,000 555,000 296,615 294,388 2,227 851,615 849,368 2,227 

1,195,400 265,000 2,131,400 1,320,596 314,228 2,329,618 125,196 49,228 .. 198,218 
3,406,500 3,164,964 241,536 
3,406,500 3,164,964 . 241,536 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures ( 642,115) ( 839,038) 3,07! ( 1,275,100)( 635,346)_ 439,754 Other financing sources (uses Operating transfers in Operating transfers out Total other financing sources (uses) 

858,000 858,000 
.858,000 858,000 ( 645,000) ( 645,000) ( 645,000) ( 645,000) Excess (deficiency) of revenues and ether sources over expenditures and other uses 15,885 16,962 3,077 ( 1,920,100) ( 1,460,346) 439,754 Fund balances at beginning of year __ 515,445 514,786 ( 659) 6,157,700 6,172,363 . 14,663 Fund balances at end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



NTRODUCTION 
Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 

The Bossier Parish Police Jury is the governing authority for Bossier Parish and is a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana. The Police Jury is governed by 12 jurors representing the various districts within the parish. The jurors serve |our-year terms that expire in January, 2000. Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 33:1236 gives the police jury various powers in regulating and directing the affairs of the parish and its inhabitants. The more notable of those are the power to make regulations for its own government; to regulate the construction and maintenance of roads, bridges, and drainage systems; to regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages; and to provide for the health and welfare of the poor, disadvantaged, and unemployed in the parish. Funding to accomplish these tasks is provided by ad valerem taxes, sales tax, beer and alcoholic beverage permits, state revenue sharing, and various other state and federal grants. 1) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
A. Basisof Presentation The accompanying financial statements of the Bossier Parish Police Jury have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB}is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. B. Reporting Entity 
As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Bossier Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Bossier Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government ere such that exctusien would cause the reporting eotity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete, GASB Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Bossier Parish Police Jury for financialreporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The BASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will an that organization and~or b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. (Continued) 7 



 
Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a dependent on the police jury. 3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is net included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Based on the previous criteria, the police jury has determined that the following component units are part of the reporting entity: 
ed Component U Bossier Parish Library. Bossier Parish Library does not possess all the corporate powers necessary to make them a legally separate entity and the police jury holds the Library's corporate powers. Therefore, we conclude that they are part of the police jury and their financial statements should be blended with those of the police jury. Discrete Comoonent Units 
Bossier Parish Sheriff's Office, Bossier Parish Clerk of Court, Bossier Parish Tax Assessor, and the District Attorney for the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District. Even though these are independently elected officials and are legally separate from the police jury, they are fiscally dependent on the police jury. The officials are fiscally dependent because the police jury has approval authority over the officials' capital budget. The police jury has approval authority over the officials' capital budget because the office space for the officials is furnished by the police jury, major capital purchases for the officials are included in the police jury's overall budget, and title to real property is in the name of the police jury. By using the fiscal dependency criterion, we conclude that these organizations are component units of the police jury. Bossier Parish Communications District Number One. This entity was created by the police jury. The Communications District is governed by a Board of Commissioners which are appointed by the police jury. The police jury is financially accountable for the communication district because it appoints a voting maiority of the governing board and has the abitity to impose its wi~ on them. 

Continued 8 



Other Special Districts 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
There are a number of special districts located in Bossier Parish (fire and ambulance) that each provide se=vices to a limited number of parish citizens. The police jury appoints all board members of those districts which do not include a municipality within their boundaries. Therefore, the police jury can impose its will on these districts. While these districts are responsible for obtaining voter approval for the levy of taxes or debt issuance, all related Louisiana State Bond Commission approvals must be obtained through the police jury. The police jury appoints two of the five board members of those districts which include a municipality and therefore cannot impose its will on these entities. However, it would be misleading to include some like districts in the financial statements while excluding others. These agencies are: 
East-Central Bossier Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 South Bossier Parish Fire Protection District No. 2 Ivan Fire Protection District No. 3 Benton Fire Protection District No. 4 Northeast Bossier Parish Fire Protection No. 5 Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Services District Bossier Parish Fire District No. 6 Complete financial statements of the individual component units may be obtained from their respective administration offices or from the Bossier Parish Police Jury at the Bossier Parish Courthouse in Benton, Louisiana. The police jury has chosen to issue financial statements of the primary government (police jury) only; therefore, none of the previously listed discrete component units are included in the accompanying financial statements. GASB Statement No. 14 provides for the issuance of primary government financial statements that are separate from those of the reporting entity. However, the primary government's (police jury) financial statements are not a substitute for the reporting entity's financial statements. The accompanying primary government financial statements have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles as applied to governmental units. These financial statements are not intended to and do not report on the reporting entity but rather are intended to reflect only the financial statements of the primary government (police jury). 

Continued) 9 



Other Related Oroanizations 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
Considered in the determination of component units of the reporting entity were the following 
Cypress-Black Bayou Recreation and Water Conservation District and Shreveport-Bossier Convention and Tourist Bureau. The police jury appoints only one (1) board member and has no significant contact or influence to the recreation district and tourist bureau. The police jury appoints two (2) of seven (7) board members of the Caddo-Bossier Port Commission but has no significant contact or influence within the Port Commission. The police jury appoints the board members of the Industrial Development Board of the Parish of Bossier, Inc., but does not have the ability to impose its will and no financial benefit/burden relationship exists between them. The police jury is currently providing office space for the Bossier Parish Indigent Defender Board. The police jury is not legally required to do so. Also, the police jury does not have the ability to impose its will and no financial benefit/burden relationship exists between the police jury and the Indigent Defender Board. It was determined that these governmental entities are not component units of the Bossier Parish Police Jury reporting entity because of the reasons listed above. 
Fund Accounting The police jury uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available fiuancial resources. Funds of the police jury are classified into two categories: governmental and fiduciary. In turn, each category is divided into separate fund types. The fund classifications and a description of each existing fund type foflow: 

Continued) 10 



Governmental Funds: 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
Governmental funds are used to account for all or most of the police jury's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. Governmentalfunds include: 1. General Fund - the general operating fund of the police jury and accounts for all financial resources, except those requiied to be accounted for in other funds. 
2. Special Revenue Funds - account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 
3. Debt Service Funds- account for transactionsrelating to resources retained and used for the payment of principal and interest on those long-term obligations recorded in the general long-term debt account group. 4. Capital Projects Funds - account for financial resources received and used for the acquisition, construction, or improvement of capital facilities not reported in the other governmental funds. 
Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, including other governments, or on behalf of other funds within the police jury. Fiduciary funds include: Agency funds - account for assets that the police jury holds on behalf of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Attorney as his agent. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equa liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 
Account Groups: General Fixed Assets Account Group - account for fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations for control purposes. 
General Long-Term Debt Account Group - account for long-term liabilities to be financed from governmental funds. 

Continued) 11 



D. Basisof Accounting 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental funds and agency funds. "l-he governmental funds use the following procticosin recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues 
Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, and become delinquent on December 31. The taxes are generally collected in December of the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. 
Sales tax revenues are recorded in the year the taxes are collected by the collecting agents. Fines, forfeitures, fees, and court costs are recognized in the period they are collected by the 8ossier Parish Sheriff. Federal and state grants are recorded when the police jury is entitled to the funds, except for certain federal grants which require funds not expended to be returned to the funding source. On those grants revenue is recognized only upon expending those funds, Grant funds received but nut expended is reflected in the financial statements as deferred revenue. Racetrack license permit revenue is recorded when the police jury is eetitted to the funds. The statutory transfer from the clerk of court, which represents excess funds of the clerk of court at the end of each four-year term, is recorded when due (which is every four years if the clerk has excess funds). Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the interest is available. Interest income on interest bearing demand deposits is recorded at the end of each month when credited by the bank. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when they become available to the police jury 

Continued) 12 



Expenditures 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1987 (Continued) 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except for accumulated vacation and sick leave, which are recognized when paid, and principal and interest on general long-term obligations, which are not recognized until due. Other Financing Sources (Uses) Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid, the sale of assets, proceeds from the sale of bonds, and tong-term loan proceeds are accounted as other financing sources (uses). Other financing sources (uses) are recorded when the underlying event occurs. 

The police jury uses the following budget practices: Proposed budgets for the ensuing year are prepared by the Secretary-Treasurer during October of each year. During the month of November, the finance committee reviews the proposed budgets and makes changes as it deems appropriate. The availability of the proposed budgets for public inspection and the date of the public hearing on the budgets are then advertised in the official journal. Prior to its regular Oocember meeting, the police jury holds a public hearing on the proposed budgets in order to receive comments from the public and other interested parties. Changes are made to the proposed budgets based on the public hearing and the desires of the police jury as a whole. The budgets are then adopted during the police jury's regular December meeting or a special meeting held no later than 15 days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year, and notice is published in the official journaL The police jury receives periodic budget comparison statements during the year that are used as a tool to control the operations of the parish. The Secretary-Treasurer presents necessary budget amendments to the police jury during the year when, in their judgment, actual operations differ materially from those anticipated in the original budgets. During a regular or special meeting, the police jury reviews the proposed amendments, makes changes as it feels necessary, and formally adopts the amendments. The adoption of the amendments is included in the police jury minutes published in the official journal. The police jury exercises budgetary control at the functional level. Within functions, the Secretary- Treasurer has the authority to make amendments of up to 5%, as necessary, The police jury does not recognize encumbrances; therefore, encumbrances are not reflected for either budget or accounting purposes. Unexpended appropriations lapse at year end and must be reappropriated in the next year's budget to be expended. Continued) 13 



 
Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 

The availability of proposed budgets and the date of public hearing for the 1997 budgets were published in the official journal on December 1, 1996. The 1997 budget hearings were held, and the budgets adopted at the jury meeting on December 11, 1996. Notice of adoption of the budgets was subsequently advertised in the officialiournal. For the year ended December 31, 1997, the police jury adopted budgets on a cash basis for the Genera Fund, all special revenue funds, all debt service funds, and all capital projects funds. Budget comparison statements included in the accompanying financial statements include the origina adopted budgets and all subsequent amendments. The following schedule reconciles excess (deficiency of revenues and other sources over expenditures and other uses on Statements C and D (budget basis with the amounts shown on Statement B (GAAP basis): 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other 
Special General Revenue Fund Funds Debt Service Fund Capital Projects Funds 

$( 15,053) $ 1,876,085 $ 18,962 $(1,480,346) Adjustments: Revenue accruals - net 105,073 578,440 Expendituresaccruals- net 23,063 ( 14,261) 
Excess of revenues and other sources over expendituresand other uses (GAAP basis) 

407,641 (251,819) 

Continued) 14 



F. Encumbrances 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed. However, outstanding purchase orders are taken into consideration before expenditures are incurred to assure that applicable appropriations are not exceeded. 
G. Cash and Cash Equivalentsand Investments Cash includes amounts in petty cash, demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the police jury may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest hearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United States. Investmentsare limited by R.S. 33:2955 and the police jury's investment policy. If the original maturities of investments exceed 90 days, they are classified as investments; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 
H. Short-Term InterfundReceivable/Payables During the course of operations, numerous transactions occur between individual funds for goods provided or services rendered. These receivables and payah/es are classified as due from other funds or due to other funds on the balance sheet. Short-term interfund loans are classified as interfund receivab(eslpayables. 
Fixed assets of governmental funds are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased or constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported)in the general fixed assets account group. Capital projects not completed by the end of the year are classified as construction in progress in the general fixed assets account group. Public domain or infrastructuresare not capitalized. Interest costs incurred during construction are not capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. If actual historical cost is not available then they are valued at estimated historical cost. based on the actual historical cost of like items. 

Continued) 15 



J. Compensated Absences 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
Employees of the police jury earn from 5 to 15 days of vacation leave each year, depending on their lengths of service. Employees may carry no more than one-half of their normal yearly benefit forward to the next benefit year. Upon termination of employment, employees will be paid for unused vacation time that they are eligible for according to the police jury policy. Employees of the police jury will accrue sick leave benefits which are calculated on the basis of a "benefit year" at the rate of 6 days per year. Urlused sick leave will be allowed to accumulate without limit. Unused sick leave benefits will not be paid to employees while they are employed or upon termination of employment. Employees of the library earn from 6 to 24 days of vacation leave each year, depending on their professional status. Three days of vacation leave may be carried forward into the following year. Employees have the option of receiving compensation or credit applied to retirement for days carried forward and any current-year unused vacation leave. Employees earn 12 days of sick leave each year that may be accumulated to a maximum of 48 days. Accumulated sick leave is used in the employee's retirement benefit computation. Accumulated sick leave is forfeited upon termination of employment. 
K. Long.Term Obligations Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmental funds are reported in the general long-term debt account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in the governmental funds when due. L. Fund Equity- Designated Fund Balance Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resources 
M. leterfundTransactions Quasi-external transactions are accounted for as revenues, expenditures, or expenses. Transactions that constitute reimbursements to a fund for expenditures/expensesinitially made from it that are properly applicable to another fund are recorded as expenditures/expenses in the reimbursing fund and as reductions of expenditures/expensesin the fund that is reimbursed. 
All other interfund transactions, except quasi-external transactions and reimbursements, are reported as transfers. Nonrecurring or nonroutine permanent transfers of equity are reported as residual equity transfers. All other interfond transfers are reported as operating transfers. Continued) 16 



 
Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 

N. Total Columns on Combined Statements 
Total columns on the combined statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 
The following is a summary of authorized and levied ad valorem taxes for the primary government for the year ended December 31, 1997: 
Parishwide taxes: General maintenance: Outside municipalities Within municipalities Road maintenance Library Health unit maintenance Correctional facilities 

Authorized Millaqe 
4.00 2.00 2.48 8.31 .82 3.00 

Levied Milla etL Expiration Date 
3.54 Statutory 1.77 Statutory 2.48 2007 8.31 2005 .82 2007 2.77 2001 The differences between authorized and levied millages are the result of the reassessment of taxable property required by Article 7, Section 23 of the Louisiana Constitutionof 1974. 3) Sales'lax During 1995 a special election was held in which a 1 '/2% sales tax was passed in the Rural Sales Tax District of the Parish of Bossier, State of Louisiana. The sales tax is to be used for opening, operating, constructing and maintaining the public roads, bridges and drainage facilities. 

Continued) 17 



4) Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
At Qecember 31, 1997, the police jury has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $13,286,201 as fellows: 
Petty cash Interest-bearing demand deposits Time deposits 

650 1,048,551 12,237,000 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits let the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1997, the police jury has $13,613,638 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $820,559 of federal deposit insurance and $12,793,079 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized(Category 3) under the provisions of 6ASB Statement 3, R.S. 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the police jury that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. (6) Construction in Progress The police jury entered into o contract to construct the new youth shelter on December 18, 1996. The construction contract was for $1,760,900. Construction costs, incurred as of December 31, 1997 of $1,097,614, are included in the general fixed asset account group, as construction in progress. 
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6) Receivables 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
The following is a summary of receivablesat December 31, 1997 
Class of Receivable Ad valorem taxes Sales and use taxes Interoovernmental Fees, charges, and commissions for services Fines and forfeitures Other Total 

Special General Revenue Debt Capital Fund Funds Service Projects _ Total $ 575,625 
315.40O 
742 

$ 3,604,232 180,606 412,890 82,389 46,356 13.564 

- $ $ 4,179.857 
330,790 122,851 
4,000 
180,606 1,059,080 205,240 46,356 18.306 

The changes in general fixed assets follow: Remove Balance Component Balance January 1, Unit Previously December 31, 1997 Additions Retirements Reported 1997 
General fixed assets: Land Buildings Improvements other than buildings Machinery, furniture and equipment Library books, etc. Construction in progress 

$ 3,370,692 9,221,352 
657,080 5,184,306 1,416,282 478,850 256,034 1,097,614 

10,O001 
21,334) 87,182) 

$ 3,360,692 74,444) 9,146,908 - 657,080 496,607) 5,145,215 1,585,634 - 1,097,614 
(Continued 19 



(8) Pension Plan 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Bossier Parish Police Jury are members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All employees of the police jury are members of Plan A. 
All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3% of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan only before January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final-average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned before January 1, 1980, plus 3% of final-average salary for each year of service credited after the revision date. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 38 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above, and do not withdraw their employee contributions, may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. Fundin# Policy. Under Plan A, members are required by state statute to contribute 9.5% of their annual covered salary and the Bossier Parish Police Jury is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 7.75% of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System include on, fourth of one% (except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax roils of each parish. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionatelyon the salaries of the active members of each plan. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Bossier Parish Police Jury are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by R.S. 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by an actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Bossier Parish Police Jury's contributions to the System under Plan A for the years ending December 31, 1997, 1996, and 1995, were $247,079, $206,777, and $206,859, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
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(9) Other Postemployment Benefits 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
The Bossier Parish Police Jury provides certain continuing health care benefits for its retired employees. Substantially all of the police jury's employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the police jury. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee and the police jury. The police jury recognizes the cost of providing these benefits as an expenditure when paid during the year. 
The premiums paid to the insurance company for group hospitalization coverage in 1997 were $687,615. Of this amount, $553,340 (80%) was paid by the police jury. Of this expenditure, $54,214 was for 23 retirees, with the remaining $499,126 paid for active employees. 10) Accounts and Salaries Payable The payables of $799,040 at December 31, 1997, ore as follows 
Class of Payable 
Salaries Accounts 

11) CompeesatedAbsences 

Special Capital General Revenue Projects Fund Funds Funds 
$ 11,310 109,776 $ 121,086 $ 36,700 364,978 $ 401,678 $ 276,276 $ 276,276 

At December 31, 1997, employees of the police jury have accumulated and vested $181,827 of employee leave benefits, which was computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. This total amount is recorded in the general long-term debt account group. The amount expected to be paid from current resources is not significant. The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance with the above codification, is recognized as a current-year expenditure within the various funds when leave is actually taken. 
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Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 

12) Changesin General Long-Term Obligations 
The following is a summary of the long-term obligation transactions for the year ended Oecanber 31, 1997 1996 Additions Retirements 1997 
Certificatesoflndebtedness $ 6,785,000 $ - $ 555,000 $ 6,230,000 Compensated Absences 159,405 22,422 - 181,827 
Certificates of indebtedness are comprised of the following issues: Series 1996, original amount $5,000,000 for rural road construction due in annual installments of $410,000 to $605,000, through January 1, 2006; interest rates range from 3.9% to 4.8%; repayment of debt is paid from sales tax revenue from the Highway Fund Series 1996A, original amount $1,785,000 for construction of a Library History Center, due in annualinstallments of $145,000 to $220,000 through March 1, 2006; interest rates range from 3.95% to 5.0%; repayment of debt is paid from ad valorem taxes from the Library Fund 
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$ 4,590,000 

1,640,000 $ 6,230,000 



 
Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 

At December 31, 1997, the police jury has accumulated $533,748 in the debt service funds for future debt requirements. The annual requirements to amortize all certificates outstanding at December 31, 1997; including interest of $1,388,697 are as follows: 
FiscalYear 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

13) Changes in Agency Funds 

Series 1996 Series 1996A $ 621,407 623,350 624,008 623,340 621,560 623,525 618,950 622,670 619,520 

$ 223,380 221,859 224,816 222,277 224,270 225,665 226,350 226,250 225,500 

Tota $ 844,787 845,209 848,824 845,617 845,830 849,190 845,300 848,920 845,020 
The following provides changes in assets and liabilities of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Attorney Agency Fund for the year ended December 31, 1997: 

Assets Cash Total Assets 

Balance Balance January 1, December 31, 1997 Increases Decreases 1997 
$ 289,847 $ 289~847 $ 1,038,828 $ lf038~828 $ 883,534 $ 883f534 $ 445,141 $ 445r141 

Liabilities Intergavernmentalpayable $ 289,847 $ 1,038,828 $ 883,534 $ 445,141 TotalLiabilities $ 289,847 $ 1rO38f828 $ 883r534 $ 445,141 
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14) Criminal Court Fund 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 
R.S. 15:571.11 requires that one.baJf of any balance remaining in the criminal court fund at year end be transferred to the parish General Fund. The following details the amount due at December 31, 1997: Balance due at January 1, 1997 Amount due for 1997 Total Remitted during 1997 Balance due at December 31, 1997 
15) Designated Fund Balances 

$ 21,210 28.343 49,553 ( 21,210) $ 28,343 
The unrestricted, designated fund balance of $18,916 is designated for subsequent years expenditures for the Library fund's 1998 state aid materials grant. 16) Litigation and Claims At December 31, 1997 the police jury is involved in numerous lawsuits. In the opinion of legal counsel for the police jury, the potential loss on all claims and lawsuits will not be significant to the police jury's financial statements. 17) Food Stamp Program The Food Stamp Program is operated by the police jury under an agreement with the Louisiana Department of Social Services. Under this program, the police jury is responsible for the issuance of food stamps to eligible participants in the parish. The value of food stamps on hand, received, and issued is not recorded in the accompanying statements. Activity for the year follows: 
Balance at January, 1, 1997 Received Issued Balance at December 31, 1997 

$ 1,988,240 3,854,930 (5,754,444) $ 88,726 This programwasterminatedby the Louisiana Departmentof SocialServicesin January, 1998. (Continued) 



 
Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1997 (Continued) 

18) Restatement of Beginning Fund Balance- Special Revenue Fund Effective January 1, 1997, the police jury relinquished its control over the Bossier Office of Community Services (BOCS), allowing BOCS to become a private, non-profit organization under the laws of the State of Louisiana. The following adjustment was made to restate the special revenue fund beginning fund balance: Special Revenue Fund Balance, December 31, 1996 $ 6,989,852 Less: BOCS Fund Balance 
Special Revenue Fund Balance, December 31, 1996, restated (81,449) $ 6,928,403 



Highway Fund 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Supplemental Information Schedules As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 1997 

Special Revenue Funds 

The Highway Fund accounts for the maintenance of parish highways, streets, and bridges. Financing is provided by parish transportation funds, ad valorem taxes, and state revenue sharing funds. In addition, the fund receives revenues from state grants, interest on investments and miscellaneous fees. Expenditures are restricted by Louisiana Revised Statute 48:753. 
The Library Fund was established in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 25:211. The library is governed by a board of control consisting of five members appointed by the police jury. The president of the police jury is an ex-officio member. The Library Fund accounts for the operation and maintenance of the parish library. Financing is provided by ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing, state library grants, and self-generated revenues. 
The Health Unit Fund accounts for the maintenance and operation of the parish health unit special parishwide ad valorem tax and interest earnings. 
Criminal Court Fund The Criminal Court Fund was created by Section 571.11 of Title 15 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, which provides that fines and forfeitures imposed by district courts and district attorney conviction fees in criminal cases be transferred to the parish treasurer and deposited in a special criminal court fund account to be used for the expenses of the criminal court of the parish. Expenditures are made from the fund on motion of the district attorney and approval of the district judge. The statute also requires that one-half of the surplus (fund balance) remaining in the fund at December 31 of each year be transferredto the parish General Fund. 
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Detention Center Fund 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Supplementallnformation Schedules As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 1997 (Continued) 

The Detention Center Fund accounts for the maintenance and operation of the detention center, which is a secure confinement facility providing temporary care for children under 17 years of age who are charged with delinquent offenses. These children are held pending their court cases. Financing is provided by the police jury and the City of Bossier City. Johnny Jones Regional Shelter Fund 
The Johnny Jones Regional Shelter Fund accounts for the maintenance and operation of the regional shelter, which provides a temporary facility for juvenile status offenders until their disposition can be decided. Financing is provided by federal and state grants, interest earnings and donations. 
The Correctional Facilities Fund accounts for the operation and maintenance of correctional facilitiesin Bossier Parish, including the furnishing of transportation and medical care for prisoners. Financing is provided by ad valorem tax revenue. Road Trust Fund 
The Road Trust Fund accounts for 59% of the parish riverboat boarding fees from one area casino, with any interest earned to be dedicated to roads, bridges, and drainage. Section 8 Fund 
The Section 8 Fund accounts for the operation of a Section 8 Housing Subsidy Program funded by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. The program provides housing assistance payments to participating owners on behalf of eligible tenants to provide decent, safe and sanitary housing for low-income families at rents they can afford, Housing assistance payments are used to make up the difference between the approved rent doe to the owner for the dwelling unit and the occupant family's required contribution toward the rent. 







General Capital Projects Fund 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Supplemental Information Schedules As of and for the Year Ended December 31. 1997 
Capital Projects Funds 

The General Capital Projects Fund was created to account for boarding fee funds received from the two riverboats in Bossier Parish. This money is to be utilized for Capital Projects, but a specific project has not yet been determined, Library History Construction Fund 
The Library History Construction Fund was created to account for the construction of a Library History Center in Bossier Parish. Financing of the construction is provided by the issuance of certificates of indebtedness. Rural Road Construction Fund The Rural Road Construction Fund was created to account for the construction of rural roads in Bossier Parish. Financing of the construction is provided by issuance of certificates of indebtedness. 
ndustrial Park Construction Fund The Industrial Park Construction Fund accounts for financial resources used to acquire and construct facilities at the industrial park. 
Youth Shelter Building Fund The Youth Shelter Building Fund accounts for financial resources used to construct a building for the youth shelter 
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Assets Cash and cash equivalents Receivables Total assets 
Liabilities and Fund Equity Liabilities - accounts payable Fund Equity -fund balances - unreserved, undesignated Totalliabilifies and fund equity 

Bossier Pariah Police Jury Benton, Louisiana Capital Projects Funds Combining Balance Sheet December 31. 1997 
~e~eral Capital Projects 
Library History Construction Rural Road Construction Industrial Park Construction Youth Shelter Building 

Schedule 3 

$ 1,730,244 $ 1,709,640 $ 994,176 $ 215,504 $ 42,452 $ 4,692,016 41,039 73,478 4,000 339,124 457,641 

$ 35,465 $ $ 240,811 $ 276,276 
1,771,283 1,674,175 1,067,654 219,504 140,765 4,873,381 



Revenues Intergovernmentahevenues Fees, charges, and commissions forservices Use of money and property Otherrovenues Totalrevenues Expenditures Capital projects Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Other financing sources (uses): Operating transfers in (out) Total other financing sources (uses Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other sources over expenditures and other uses Fund balances at beginning of yea Fund balances at end of year 

Bossier Parish PoLice Jury Benton, Louisiana Capital Projects Funds Combining Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances December 31. 1997 
6enerat Library Rural tndustriat Youth Capital History Road Park SheOer Proieets Construction Construction Construction Buildinq Total 
$ - $ - $ 429,168 74,524 98,607 

- $ 821,277 129,037 36,000 8,288 11,999 
$1,025,585 $1,025,585 100,001 1,386,446 3,771 314,227 11.090 503,692 98,607 950,314 55,288 1,129,357 2,737,258 

35,376 96,073 1,812,349 3,035 1,469,949 3,416,782 35,376 96,073 1,812,349 3,035 1,469,949 3,416,782 
468,316 2,534 (862,035) 52,253 ( 340,592) ( 679,524) 
301,100) - ( 645,00B) - 301,100 ) 645,000) (361,100) ( 645,060} 301,160 ( 645,000} 
167,216 2,534 (1,507,035) 52,253 ( 39,492) ( 1,324.524 1,604,067 1,671,641 2,574,689 167,251 180,257 6,197,905 

Schedule 4 



Hank Meachum, President Charles T. Scarborough James B. Cummings Jerome L. garby W. Wayne Hammack Ted Cook Rick L. Avery Edwin T. Shell Jimmy Cochran Henry Mitchell Jessie Williams Don Williams Bill Altimus Tota 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Schedule 5 Benton, Louisiana Schedule of Compensation Paid Policy Jurors December 31, 1997 
Amount 
$ 10,750 9,600 9,550 9,459 9,600 9,650 9,550 9,600 9,600 9,600 9,600 4,874 4.800 

The schedule of compensation paid to police jurors is presented in compliance with House Concurrent Resolution No. 54 of the 1979 Session of the Louisiana Legislature. Compensation of the police jurors is included in the legislative expenditures of the General Fund. In accordance with Louisiana Revised Stature 33:1233, the police jury has elected the monthly payment method of compensation. Under this method, the president receives $9B0 per month, and the other jurors receive $800 per month. 



 



 



COOK & MOREHART Certified Public Accountants 215 HAWN AVENUE ~ SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71107 ~ P.O. BOX 78240 ~ SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71137-8240 
KAR~N O TY~X CPA VICKIE D NOBLE CPA A EDWARD 8ALt. CPA CHERYL H MANGRUM CpA 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana 
P 

MEMBER ~~RIC ~N INSTJTUT~ CERTIFIED PuaLic ~,CCOUNTANTS SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTLFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
Reaort on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financia 

We have audited the primary government financial statements of Dossier Parish Police Jury as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated May 15, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in GovernmentAuditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Bossier Parish Police Jury's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of Jaws, regulations, contracts, and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. nternal Control Over Financial Reeortino In planning and performing our audit, we considered Bossier Parish Police Jury's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion an the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 
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This report is intended for the information of management, the Bossier Parish Police Jury, and the various funding sources of the organization. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report. 
Cook & Moreha=t Certified Public Accountants May 15,1998 



COOK & MOREHART Certified Public Accountants 215 IIAWN AVENUE ~ SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71107 ~ P.O. BOX 78240 ~ SIIREYEPORT, LOUISIANA 71137-8240 
KAPa~N D TYKA CPA VIC'KIE D NOBLE CPA EDWAP~D BALL CpA CHERYL H MAN,RUM, CPA 

Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton, Louisiana 

MEMBEK &MERIC AN INS~ ITUTE CE~.TIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNt ANTS SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CEKTIFIED PUBLIC a~CCOUNTANTS 
Report on Compliance With Requirements Applicable to Each Major Program and Internal Control Over Compliance ]n Accordance with OMB Circular A-133 

Compliance We have audited the compliance of Bossier Parish Police Jury with the types of compliance requirements described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget lOMB) Circular A-133 Compliance Supplementthat are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 1997. Bossier Parish Police Jury's major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor's results action section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs. Compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to each of its major federal programs is the responsibilityof Bossier Parish Police Jury's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on Bossier Parish Police Jury's compliance based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Those standards and OMI3 Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, on test basis, evidence about Bossier Parish Police Jury's compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit does not provide a legal determinationon Bossier Parish Police Jury's compliance with those requirements. In our opinion, Bossier Parish Police Jury complied, in all material respects, with the requirements referred to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 1997. nternal Control Over Comnliance The management of Bossier Parish Police Jury is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over compliance with the requirements of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to federal programs. In planning and performing our audit, we considered Bossier Parish Police Jury's internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on the internal control over compliance in accordance with OMB Circular A-133. 



Our consideration of the internal control over compliance would net necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that noncompliance with applicable requirements of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants that would be material in relation to a major federal program being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over compliance and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 
This report is intended for the information of the management, the Bossier Parish Police Jury, and federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities. However, this restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report. 
Cook & Morehart Certified Public Accountants May 15, 1998 
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Bossier Parish Police Jury Benton. Louisiana 
Summary of Schedule of Prior Audit Findings December 31, 1996 There were no findings or questioned costs in the audit for the year ended December 31, 1996 

A. Summary of Audit Results 
Schedule of Finding and Questioned Costs December 31, 1997 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the financial statements of Bossier Parish Police Jury, 
2. No reportable conditions are reported in the Report on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards. 
3. No instances of noncompliance material to the financial statements of Bossier Parish Police Jury were disclosed during the audit. 4. No reportable conditions are reported in the Report on Compliance With Requirements Applicable to Each Major Program and Internal Control Over Compliance in Accordance With OMB Circular A.133. 5. The auditor's report on compliance for the major federal award programs for Bossier Parish Police Jury expresses an unqualified opinion. 6. The audit findings relative to the major federal award programs for Bossier Parish Police Jury are reported in Part C. of this Schedule. 7+ The programs tested as major programs included: 1) Food Stamp Program, CFDA #10.551 and #10.561 and 2) Low.Income Housing Assistance Program, CFDA #14.857. 
8. The threshold for distinguishing Types A and B programs was $300,000 9. Bossier Parish Police Jury met the 50% coverage rule with no reason to make a determination as to whether the auditee qualifies as a low-risk auditee. 
B. Findings - Financial Statements Audit: None C. Findings and Questioned Costs - Major Federal Award Programs Audit: None 


