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Accountatil's Contihlatiost Report 

BOAI(D OF COMMISSIONEP, S I)ESOTO PAI,L1SI.I FIRE DISTRICT NO. I Logansl)ol t, Louisiana We have compiled tile accompanying general purpose financial statements of tile DeSoto Parish I:ire l)istrict No. 1 as of December 31, 1997, and for tile year then ended, in accordance with standards established by Statements on ,~Tandards fi)r Account#lg al~d l~eview &~rvi~es issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 
A compilation is limited to presenting in the forln of financial statements informalion that is tile representation of managt:mcnt. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial stalemenls and, acco,'dingly, do not express an opinion or any form of assurance on them. l lowever, we did become aware of a departure fiom generally accepted accounting principles that is descIibed in the following paragraph. A balance sheet for tile general fixed asset account gloup as of December 3 I, 1997 has ,lot been presented Generally accepted accounting principles require that all fired types and accotmt groups be included when a combined balance sheet is presented. 

July 1, 1998 



GENERAL PUI{POSE FINANCIAL S3"ATEMFNTS (OVERVIEW) 



 

DESOTO PARISH F/RE DISTRICT NO. I Logansporl, Louisiana ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS Combined Balance Sheel, December 31, 1997 

ASSETS Cash Receivables: Ad va[olelD laxes AIIIOIIIll 10 be provided for le|irclllBII of general long-feral debl TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY LiabJlilies: Acconnls payable Capilal lease payable Total Liabilities Flllld cquiIy- flllld balallcc- illlleSel~.~ed- undesignated TOTAL LIABILITJES AND FUND EQUITY 

GOVEP.NMENTAI, FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 
$ 80.862 1711.152 
$ 251.014 
$ 1.862 
1.862 249.152 
$ 251.014 

See accompanying notes and accounlanl's compilation report 
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GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT ACCOUNT GROUP 

$ 238 65? $ 238,652 

$ 238,652 2}8,652 NONE 

Statement A 

TOTAl, MEMORANI)UM ONLY 
$ 8(I,862 17(I,152 2388652 $ 489.666 
$ 1,862 238,652 74/I,51_,I 249,152 $ 238.652 $ 489.666 



I)ESOTO PARISH FIRE DISTI(ICT NO. I Logansport, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expendilures, And Changes in Fund Balance For the Year Ended December 3 l. 1997 
REVENUES Ad valolCl|l laxes llllCl'gOVCl'lllllellla[ IeVenllC - slale fllllds: Stale revcnue sharing File i[isIlratlcc |eO~|lc Use of money and properly -- inferesl earnings Other revenues Tola[ t CVCItlIGS EXPENIHTURES Public safety: CHI tel(t: Pcrsolta] set.ices Operating services Malerials and supplies Debt service: Principal hlteresl Capital outlay Total expenditures EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUNI) BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 
FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

See accompanying notes and accountant's compilation report 

Statement B 

$ 182.62 1,677 6,602 2,613 2(19 93.722 
28,908 27,143 3.840 3,153 3,815 8~574 5.433 78,289 170,863 $ 249,152 



DESOTO PARISH FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 Logansport, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYI'E- GENERAL FUND 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, And Changes in Fund Balance- Budget (Cash Basis) al~d Aclual For |he Year Ended December 31, 1997 

ilEVEN UES Ad valo~cm taxes haelgOVelnlllClllal rovclllle- slale fllnds: Slalc levenue sharing Fire insurance lebale "t)sc Of InOlley and properly- i|l|eresI earllings Ol]le|- l G'~OIII|Q~$ Total | eVg|l/IgS EXPENDITURES l'ublic safely: CHII elll: Pel Sollal Sela/ices Opt(aline serviccs Materials and supplics 1)ebl sc|wice Capital outlay Tolal expendilurCs 

NONE 
37,000 26 20 ) 3,000 46,000 28,0O0 140,20l) 

ACTUAl 
$163dH4 

Sta|cmenl ( 

VAPdANCE FA VOF4AllLE (UNI:AVORABlzE) 
1,857 6,6(12 2,613 2(19 74,295 
27,g49 27,866 3,596 46,968 I0,604 

1,g57 6,602 2,613 2O9 74.295 

EX( ESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES OVER EXPEN DITU RES (I 40,200) 57,412 197,612 FUNI) BALANC'E AT BEGINNING OF YEAR NONE _ ..23,450 FUNI) I)ALANCE (Deficit) AT END OF VEAi~ _~$~  ,80,862 

Scc accompanying notes and accounlant's compilation report 
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23,450 
$ 221,062 



DESOTO PAIUSH FIRE D1STIUCT NO. 1 Logansport, Louisiana Notes to tile Financial Slalements For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES DeSolo Parish File District No. I was crcaled by tile DeSolo Parish Police Jury, as aulhorized by Louisiana P, eviscd Sialole 4(1:1492 on July 22, 1987. The dislricl is governed by a five-member board appointed by Ihe police slalions and cquipmenl and providing fire proleclion wilhin Ihe boundaries of Ihc dislrict. A. BASIS OF PI~I~?,SEN'rATION The accompanying general purpose financial slatemen|s of 1)eSoto Parish Fire District No. 1 have been prepared in confornfity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applicd to goverJm̀tental units. The Govcrnluenlal Accounting Slandards Board (GASB) is the acccpled standard selling body for establishing govermnental accounting and financial reporting principles. B, REPOI~TING ENTITY As the goverl~il~g, authorily of tho parish, for reporting purposes, the DcSoto Parish Pc)ice J~JO' is the financial rcporling entity for DcSolo Parish. The financial leporting entity consists of (a) the plimaty government (police july), (b) organizations for which tile primaly govermucn( is financially accomltablc, and (c) olher organizalions for which the nalurc and significance of their relationship with the plimaly govcrnlllCll| ~lle S̀tlcll Ihai exchlsioll woald cause tile reporting ellliiy's lil̀tallcial stalclllelllS to be ndsleading or illCOlOl)]Cle. Govcrml~ental Accòtmling Standards Board (GASB) Sialemcllt No. 14 established crilclia for dclermi]'ting which component units should be considered part of the DcSolo Parish Police Jut3, for linancial lel:,orling pml)OSeS. The basic el(teflon for including a potential component unit within tile lcpolting entity is financial responsibility. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered ill dctelmining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appoi]fling a voting majority of an organization's govel ning body, and a. The ability of the policcj~ry to impose ils will ca Ihat orgm~izafion and/or b. The potential for tile organization to ptovide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizaliolls for which the police july does not appoint a voling ǹtajorily but arc fiscally dependent oil the l'Jolice jtHT. 3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements wotdd be misleading if data of tile olganizalion is not included because of Ihe ilalllrC or sigtfificauce of tile relaliollsldp. Because the police jury appoilltS a voting majority of the dist]ict's governing body, the district .,,,'as determined to be a component unit of tile DcSolo Parish Police Jol~y, tile financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial stateǹtents present information only on tile fimds maintained by Ihe district and do ool p~cscJ~l i~ffolmalion o~l the policyjmy, the gctlcral go'~erlllllel~t sea's'ices provided by Iha[ gove~llmel~lal itllil, or the olhel govcrnlllelllal Ill'tits |lint colnprise lhe finallcial leporling Clllily. 



I)ESOTO PARISH FIP.E DISTRICT NO. 1 Logansport, Louisiana 
c. FUND ACCOI.INTING 

Notes to tile Financial Stalemenls For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 
The district uses fillldS and account groups to report on its finaocial position and tile rcsalls of its ol)elafiolls. Ftlnd accounting is designed 1o demonstrate legal COllq)liallcc and 1o aid finallcial lllanagelllellf by segregating Iransactions related to cerlain governmenl fimclions or aclivities. A fired is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts Ihat COloprises its assets, liabilities, fillld equity, reveolles, and expendihnes. All account group, on tile other hand, is a financial reportiJlg device designed to provide accountabilily for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that arc not rccolded ill the "fimds" because thcy do not directly affect ncl expendable available finallcial lesotlrces. They are conccrllcd only with the ilteasorelnEnl of finallcial position. iio[ wilb tile illeasalelllent of FCSIIIIS of operaliOllS. Funds ate classified inlo three categories: governnlenlal, proprietau, and fiduciary. Each categot3,', in ttlrn, is divided lille sepalate "filnd types." Governnlental filllds are tlsed Io accOtlll[ for a goveromellt's general activities, where Ihe focus of attention is on lhe providing of services 1o tile public as opposed to proplietary fimds where Ihc focus of attention is on recovering tile cost of providing services to tile public ol oilier agct}eies IJllottgh sel~.'ice clmrgcs or ilscf fees. Fiduciao' filllds ~rc ltsed to ~ccoltll| for assels held fez others, Tile district's currellt operations require the use of only a governlllelllal fitnd lype (Gcnelfll lZ~,lnd). The General Fond i~ Ihe general operating fund of tim district and is used to account for all of its financial activities. D. FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM DEBT The district has not maintained detailed records of its general fixed aSSEtS for tile year coded l)ccembcr 31, 1997, COllSequently a balance sheet of general fixed assets is not llresenled ill tile aCCOlnpaoying financial slatcnlelltS. l.ong-terln debt, s,ach as capilal leases, is recognized as a liability of a govcrnnlelllal fat|d only Whell dlle The renlaining porlioll of sucll debt is reported ill lhe general long-terln debt acCOtlttt group. E. BASIS OF ACC~OUNTING The financial reporting treatment allplied to a filed is dclerlllilled by its ll)eastlrel|lelll focus, All goverlllllClllal fullds are accotllllcd for usillg a C|l[lellt financial reSOllrces lllCasarolllellt fOCtlS. Willl tilts ii'Jeasllrealcllt foeiis, only current assets aod current liabilities generally are included oil tile balallce sheet. Operating statements for Ihese fluids present inclcases (i,e., revenues and other financing sources) alld decreases (i.e., expclldilures alld oilier fillancial ilses) ill llet CllrrEnl assets. Tile modified aEcrual basis of accounting is used for reporfing all governmental fired lypes. Umlel tile nlodified aeclllal basis of accol.lnting, rovelwes are rocogllized wllen sLisceptiblo to accrual (i.e., when tllcy becozllC botll lneasttrablo alld available). "Measurable" ll~ealls lhc alllOaOt of the trallsaclioll call be dclerndncd and "available" means collectible wilhin Ihe current period or soon enough thereafter to be used 1o pay liabilities of the ctllrent period Tile district uses the following practices in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 



Revenues 

DESOTO PARISH FIRE D1STRICT NO. I Logansport, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Slatements For" tile Year Ended December 31, ] 997 

Ad valolem laxcs ate recorded in Ihe year Ibe laxes are doe aod payable. Ad valor~3111 l.~lxes are assessed Oll a calendar ),eat basis and allach as an enforceable ]loll alld become doe and payable on Ibe dale Ihe lax rolls ale filed ",villi Ihe recorder of mortgages. Louisiana Revised Slalule 47:1993 requires Ihal Ihe lax roll be filed on or before November 15 of each year. Ad valorem taxes become delillquclll if ~lol paid by December 31. Tile laxcs ale noHllally collceled in December oflhe cllrrelII year and Jallaal), aod Febraal)' of Ihe ellsldng year. elgoverllnlelllal lCVClllleS are recorded whell file dislricl is olllillcd Io file filllds. llllercsl illconle oil dellland deposils is recorded whell Ihe illleresl has been carlled alld Ihe aaIoolll is delcrlllinablc. Based on Ibe above cri[eria, ad valolell| laxos alld illlclgoverolnenlal rcvclllleS have been Ilcaled as sHsceplible Io accrual. Expendilures Expendilures are geoerally lecognized tinder lilt modified accraal basis of accoonling when Ihc related fired liabilily is incuned. F. BUI)GET PRACTICES A i)tcfiminaly budgcl prepared on Ihe cash basis of accoutlling, for the ensuing year is ptcpared by the board of commissioners and made available Io (lie public. The budgel is Ihea adopled dating Ihc regular December meeling. The blJdgel is cslablished and conlrollcd by Ibe board of commissioncJs al Ihc ob.iecl level of expendilu/e. Appropriations lapse al year-end and mosl be reappropr]aled for the following year Io be expended All changes in lhe budget must be approved by/lie board of commissiooels. The dislricl does nol i.ise ellClllllblallce aceollll[ing ill ils flccooo[ing sysleln. Formal bodgelaly inlegration is nol employed as a managenlenl conllol device daring the year. Budgeled anlottnls included in the accompanying financial slalemenls include Ihe original adopled budget. The following reconciles Ihe excess (deficiency) of levenues over expendilures as shown on |he budget comparison Stalemenl C (budgel basis) Io Ihe same amount shown on Slalemenl B (GAAP basis): Excess of rcvcmlcs ovcr cxpcndilurcs (/3odgclaty basis) Adjaslnlellls: Receivables Payables Excess of revenues over expeadilures (GAAP basis) 
$ 57.412 19,427 1,450 $ 78,289 



G. CASII 

DESOTO PARISH FIRE D1STIUCT NO. 1 Logatlsport, Louisiana 
Notes to tile Financial Statements For the Year Ended December 31, 1997 

Uodcr slale law, the dislrict may deposit fimds i. dcmmtd deposits, irltcresl beatil~g demaod deposils, ln0ney market accounts, or lime deposits wilh slate bay]ks organized undcl Louisiana law and natio.al banks having principal offices in Louis]aim. AI December 31. 1997, ihe dislriel has cash (book balance) totaling $80,862. These deposils arc stated at cost, which approximales maikel. Under state law. these dcposils, or Ihc resulting bank balances, mosl be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledgc of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged sect]rifles i)lus the federal deposit insurance masI at all times equal the amoonl on deposil with the fiscal agent bank. Cash (batik balance) at December 31,1997, is $81,277 and is fidly insured by federal deposit insurance. 11. TOTAl. COLUMN ON TIlE BALANCE SIIEET The total cohln|n on the balance sheet is captioned Memolandum Only (overview) to indicate Ihat it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position or resulls of operatiolls in conformity will] generally accepled accounlillg principles. Neither is such data COllll)alablc to a consolidafion. 2. I.EVIED TAX O. Jam]at3' 16, 1988, voters of the district approved a 5 mill ad valorem tax to bc used for operations of the districl. The tax will expire with Ihe 1997 lax roll. On October 1, 1994, voters of the district apploved an additional 10 mill ad valotem lax Io be used for operations of the district in lieu of Ihe animal scta, ice charge approved by votels on Jamtary 16, 1988. This tax will expire with the 2003 tax roll. The attthorized millage was levied and collccled for 1997. 3. CAI'iTAL LEASES The district lecords items under capital leases as an asset and an obligalion in the accompanying financial slalcments. At l)ecember 31, 1997, the fire district has one capital lease in effect for a 1998 rescue Ir.ck and a imml)er. The lease, entered into on Februat), 15. 1997, requires eleven ammal inslallmcols. The following is a Stlllll|laly of filliiic lllJllill]lllll lease paylllOlHs, Iogclhcl wilh the present value of the ilel lnillillllllO lease l:,aymclltS as of 1)ecembcr 31. 1997: 1998 1999 2O00 2001 2(102 2003-2007 Less an]onl'tt rCl)lCSentil)g ]merest Present vafile of net IllillillltllO lease l)aylnel|ts 
10 

$ 21,1100 32,575 32,575 32,575 32,575 162,875 (75,523) $ 238.652 



I)ESOTO PARIStt FIRE D1STP.1CT NO. 1 Logansporl, Louisiana Notes to lhe Financial Statements For lhe Year Ended December 31, 1997 
CIIANGE IN GENERAL LONG-TERM DEB'I 'l'he followiJ~g is a smml~aly of Iong-lerm debl ~raz~sacOoJis for ll~c )'ear ez~ded December 31, 1997 
Long-term debt payable at Janua,.3, 1, 1997 Addilions- 1997 Relirelllellt s 1.ong-term dcbl payable al December 31, 1997 LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 

$ 22,83(I 248,545 (32,723) $ 238.652 
The dislricl is nol involved in any liligalion al December 31, 1997, nor is il aware ofauy unasseltcd claims. 



lndcpcndenl Accounlant's RCpOll on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 
The following indcpendenl accountant's rcpor| on applying agreed upon procedures is presented in COlnpliance wilh the requirements of lhe Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and the Loui.wana Atte.s't~tion Questionnaire, issued by the Sociely of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the l,ouisiana Legislative Audilor. 
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SMITH PUGH RABINOWITZ L.L.P. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 6~0 MARSHALL STR~ET SUIqE 800, SHREVEPORT, LOUIStANA ~ 7 I IOI -5332 ~ TELEPHONE 318 222 5701 ~ FAX 3 I 8 424 4736 4OI HAMIL]ON ROAD SUI3E: I 12 I BOSSIER CITY, LOUISIANA ~ 111 I ~ TELEPHONE 3] 8 742 4~35 ~ FAX 31 ~ 742 4989 Independent Accountant s lleport On Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 
[~OAI(D OF COMMISSIONERS I)I!SOTO PARISIt FIP, E DISTR.1CT NO. 1 [,ogansporl, Louisiana We Ilave i)efforlned tile procedures iucltlded ill tile Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and COUlueratcd below, ~dlicll wcrc agreed upon by Ihe management of Ihe DeSoto Parish Fire Dislticl No, 1 and file l,egislalivc Auditor, Slalc of l,ouisi;ma, solely to assist the users in evaluafil~g manageulcot's assertions about Ihe DcSoto I'aHsh Fire l)isltict No. l's compliance with certain laws and regulations during tile year ended December 31, 1997 illcludcd ill tile aCCOlllpallyhlg Louisiana Alleslolion Quesliomlaire. This agrced-upoll l̀tlocedorcs ellgageltlelll was performed in accoxdallce wiIIi slandards established by the All̀tericall hlslitule of Certified Public Accoatllanls. The sufliciellCy of the plocedures is solely tile responsibility oflhe specified users of Ille report. Consequently. we ill;lke JlO rcplesenlalioJl regarding the sufficicllcy of file procedures describcd below either for Ihe purpose for ~dlich Ibis repoll has been requested or for ally other purl)ose. 
Sclcct all expenditltrcs made daring the year for Ulalerials and SUl~plics exceeding $5,(100, or public wozks cxceediJlg $5(),il00, and delerluine wllelher sucll pltrcllases were made ill accordauce willl I,SA-RS 38:2211- 2251 (the public bid law). A rcvic',v was l̀tladc of all disb̀tlrSellleOl jool-uals for Ihe year. Thai lcview disclosed iio expendilulcs made during tile period under eXalllinalion for nlalerMs and supl:Jlies exceeding $5,000 or for public works exceeding $50,000, COliC of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Enlployees 2. Olllaill fiOlll ll̀tallageloenl a lisl of tile inuuediate l~llllily lllelnbers of cacIi bt)ard lllenlbel" as defined b)' LSA- I(S ,12:1101-1124 (tile code of ell'tics), and a list of outside bust]less interests of all board members and employees, as well as their immediate families. Mazlageluent provided us with tile required list illchldillg the noted inforluation. 3. Obtain flora tuanagelnenl a listing of all employees paid during tile period uttder exanlinalioll MaJlagell~eJ)l provided us ',villi the reql~ired lisl l)cterllline v,'hether ally of tile elnployees inchlded ill lhe listing obtained froiII lllallagelllel̀tl ill plocedl~te lumlbcr 3 above were also included in Ihe listing obtailled froth managetnenl in Ìtlocedulc lUmlbel 2 above as imnlediate family members. Nolle of Ibe employees included on Ihe list of employees provided by nlanagelnenl ill agleed- upon procedule 3 above appeared on the list plovided by luanagemenl ill agleed-upon procedulc 2 above. 



Ilutlgeting 5. ()blain a copy of the legally adopted budgel and all ameodmellts Mallageolenl provided nle with a copy of tile original bridget. There VeEIE no aolendnlenls to tile budgcl during the year. 6. Trace the budget adoption and anlendmenls 1o the mimlle book. WE llaeel.I the adoplion of tile original budgel Io tile nlinules of a nleEtiog held on November 21, 1996, which indicated thai file budget had been adopted by tile Board of Commissioners of the I)ESoIo Parish Fire Dislrict No. 1 by votes of all in favor and none opposed. There were no alllolldlllelllS. 7. Compale IbE IEVEnUEs alld exlleodilures of tile fioal bridget to aclttal ievcnlles alld cxpElldittlres to delcln|illc if aelual levEntles Ol expelldilares exceed budgeted alllOiIlltS by 5% or 111o1c. The distlicl's budget for Ihe ycar ended December 31, 1997, did not inclode estimated revenues and other sources as requilEd by LSA-RS 39:1304. We conlparcd the expendilures of tile final budget to actual expenditures and determined that actual expenditures did nol EXcEed budgeted amounts. We recomluend that the district coulply with tile Looisiana Local Govermuent Budget Act in tile fi)lure. AEEOIItltiIII.' alld Reporti~lg 8. Randomly select six disbursements made during the period under Exaluination and; (a) Ilaee paylllcnts to supportillg doculllelllalion fig to correct al|lOllllt and payee (b) delElmine if paymen|s ',,,'cle properly coded to tile correct filnd and general ledger accoun (c) detcrnlillE whelher llaynlents rEcEivEd approval frolll proper atltholities. 

Meetings 

An examinalion of six randomly selected disborsemeols disclosed tile following (a) All six seleelcd disbarseolEnls wcle for the propel a111ol1111 as reflEctEd on sappollillg doclllllelllalion and were lnadE to the correct payee. (b) Iqvc of the six selected disblllsemcll{s ,,l'ctc coded cortcclly as shol','tl oll Ihcir Schcdtdc of ReceilllS and Disburseolcllls rellorl. (C) TWO of tile six selected disbursements did not Imve proper approval on tile invoicE. IIowcvEr, the lYlleS of disburseluents made were included in tile district's apllroved budget. 
9. Examine cvidEIICC indicating Ihat agendas for meelings recorded ill tile minute book were llOstcd or advcrliscd as required by LSA-t(S 42:1-12 (the opening meelings law). As lcporlcd duling the dislricl's compilation as of DECEmbEr 31, 1996, no agendas for meetings wEle llllblishEd or posted as required by LSA-RS 42:7. As per nlanagcmenl, agElldas WErE l)osled as required for each meeting held in 1997. During our compilation as of December 31, 1997, we lloted Ilia[ the meetings were not being held on a regular basis. We rECOmmEnd that meetings be held as least monthl':. 



Examine bank deposits for Ihe period under exaulinaliou aud dclerudne wbelher any SIIcll deposils appear Io be ploceeds of bauk loan, bonds, or like indebtedness. We iuspccled copies of deposit slips for tile period under exauliualiou and noted no deposils whicll appeared 1o be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. A(lvau('es an(l IJUIlUSeS lT.xaluillc payloll recolds aud uliollles for the year 1o determine whether all)' payulclltS have beeu luadc 1o employees which ulay conslitule bonuses, advances or gifts. 
Genera 
A reading of tile miuulcs of tile board for Ihe year indicaled no approval fol tile payulents noted. We also il~spected payroll records for the year aud uoted I~u iustallees which would illdicaled payulculs to emllloyees which wotdd COllStitule boouscs, advauces, or gifts. 
2. As reported dt~riug Illc district's previous COlUpilation for Ihe year elided Dcccluber 31, 1996, Ihc dislricl llas uol maiulaiued gcucral fixed asset records as lcquircd by generally accepted accouuling princilllcs and LSA- RS 24:515 (b). We noted duriug our Decenlbcr 31, 1997 conlpilalion Illat this has not been corrected We recolumeud Illat Ihe dislricl establish and ulaiutaiu tile required records. 3. During our COlupilalion as of l)ccember 31, 1997 and as reported for Decenlbcr 31, 1996, we noted disbursenlculs Io Ille hlleroal Revenue Service and the Louisiaua Dcparhllcul of Revenue for late filing of payloll reporls. As of this compilation leport date, tllc Form 941 for the fourlll quarler of 1997 has not been filed with the hllcrual Revenue Service. Penalties and iulcresl are not ploper cxpeudilures of tfte fire district. We recomlneud that tile districl file all laxes on lime to avoid such charges. 4. As repolled during tile district's previous audil for the year ended December 31, 1995, the district's accounting records consisted solely of checkbook records. Louisiana Revised Slalule 24:515(a) requires tlml all aeeounls of public fluids shall be kepl ill file form prescribed by the Legislalive Auditor. We noted during oar December 31, 1997 compilation thai this has not been correclcd. We reeommeud Ihat tile dislrict establish accounting records as prescribed by lhe Legislative Auditor's Fiscal Manual for Louisiana local govermueuts. 15. The district did not file limcly compiled finaucial slatcnlents. According to the Louisiana F, cvised Statutes, financial slalelucnls of government eolilies should file wilb tile Legislative Audilor audited or compiled financial stalculcnts wilbin six nlooths after tlleir year end. We rccouunend Ihal Ihe district engage the firnl thai will be doing Ille audil or conlpilalion sooner so Ibal lhosc reports call be filed timely. We wele not cagaged to, and did not, perform an examination, Ihe objective of which would be the expression of au opiuion Oll olauageulelll'S asserliOllS. Accordingly, 'P,,e do nol express such all opiuiou, ttad we perfolulcd addiliullal pJoccdures, other matter lllight have COllie 10 Otlf alleutiou Ihal would have becu reporlcd Io yoa. Tilts report is illteuded solely far tile use of mauagement of tile DcSoto Parish Fire District No. I aud the Legislative Auditor, State of Loaisiatla, and should nol be used by Ihosc wllo lmvc not agreed to Ihe procedures and taken rcsponsibilily for the sufficiency of llle procedures for their purposes, ltowcver, tilts report is a matter of public recold aud its dislribalion is not linliled. 
Jaossier Cily July I, 1998 
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Louisiana Al{es{alion Queslion,laire 
The accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire has been completed by management and is included in this report as required by the questionnaire. 



DESOTO FIRE DISTRICT NO. P.O. BOX ~088 

Mike L. Rabinowitz, CPA Sluith Pugh Rabinowitz L.L.P. 401 ]lanfilton Road, Suite 112 Bossier City, Louisiana 71111 

LOGANSPORT, LA. 71049 

Mr. Rabinowitz, Ill connection wifll your compilation of our financial statements of tile DeSoto Parish Fire Protection_ District No. 1 as of December 31, 1997, and for file year titan ended, mid as required by Louisiana Revi~d Stalote 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, we make the folloxving representatio)~s to you. We accept foil responsibility for our compliance wilh the following laws and regulations arid the internal controls over compliance wifll such laxvs and regulations. We have evaluated our compliance with the following laws and regulations prior to making these representations. These representations are based on ilfformatiou available to us as of June 11, 1998. PUBLIC BID LAW 1. The provisious of tile public bid lax',', LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where applicable, tile regulations of the Division of AdmilfisWatioa, State Purchasing Office have been complied with. Yes [xl No l I N/AI ] CODE OF ETIliCS FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 2. No emlfloyces of officials ~lave acccplcd anything of value, whelller in tile form of a service loan, or promise, flora anyone which would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101-1124. YeslXl No[ ] N/A[ ] No nmmber of the immediate family of any member of thc governing aulllority, or the chief execuli;,c of tile govcrlllllenlal curtly, has been employed by tile goverlllllenlal enlity after Aplil 1, 1980, under circumst,'mces which would constitule a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. Yes[X] Nol ] N/A BUDGETING 4. We have complicd wifll the slate budgeting requirements of tile Local Govermuent Budget Act (LSA-RS 39 1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:43. Yes I Xl No [ ] N/A [ ] ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING 5. All non-exempt govermnental records arc available as a public record and have bccn relamed for at least tltree )'ears, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. Yes [ X] No l 1 N/A I I 
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6. We have filed our annual financial statements in accordance wifl~ LSA-RS 24:514, LSA-RS 33:463, and/or LSA-RS 39:92, as applicable. Yes[ I No IXI N/A[ 1 7. We have had our financial statement audited or compiled in accordance with LSA-RS 24:513 Yesl l NoI~ N/A[ 1 MEETINGS 8. We have complied with lhe provisions of the Opening Meetings Law, LSA-RS 42:1-12. Yes[~l No[ l N/A[ ] DEBT We have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to nmke purclmses in file ordilmry course of admiJtistration, nor have we entered into airy lease- pnrclmse agreements, without the approval of the State Bond Conmlission, as provided by Article VII, Section 8 of tile 1974 Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 47:1410.60. 
,i ADVANCES AND BONUSES Yes lX] No[ l N/A 10. We have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation of Article VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Coustitutioi~, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opilfion 79-729. Yes l~l No l ] N/AI I We have disclosed to you all la~own noncompliance of tile foregoing laws and regulations, as well as ally contradictions to the foregoing represenlations. We have made available to you documentation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. We have provided you with any communications from regulatory agencies or other sources concenfing ally possiblc noncompliance with the foregoing laws and regulalions, including any communications received between file end of tile period under exaudnation and tile issuance of this report. We ackanwledge our responsibility to disclose to you ally known non-conlpliancc which may Occur subsequent to tile issuance of your report. 
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O 
July 7, 1998 

DESOTO FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 

Louisiana Legislative Audilor P. O. Box 97347 Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9397 

P.O. BOX t088 t~(,:::,,~iC(:.ll/[(0 LOGANSPORT, LA. 7:1.049 -~ " : '!,'lO:? ?S JI3L 30 ~1,1 9: ! 

Re: Smith Pugh Rabinowilz L.L.P. July 1, 1998 (1997 Compilation) I)car Gellllenlen or Madame This lellcr is ill response Io tile agrced-opon procedures fi L.L.P. dated July 1, 1998, regarding general procedures. ~ riding s 12-15 of Smith Pugh Rabinowitz Item #12: General fixed assel records will bc eslablished "willl the required information and will bc updated as dlanges ocellr. lleln #l 3: Payroll reporls in the fiJlure ",viii bc filed timely lo Ihe appropriate reporting agencies llenl ~714. The district ",,,'ill implenlenl lh~ acoo~.lntalll's rccomnlendalion. We have engaged a CPA firnl to compile and produce financial stalemenls on a quarlerly basis for 1998. llcln #15. The distric| will lml)lelnen tim accountant's recommendation and file wilh the Legislative Auditor limely annual reporls. 
Sincerely, . _ 
:9J#7 ' : ,V 


