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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



FRANK SHINES. OPA LEWIS CHINESOPA E MERLIN SOUYRESCPA JAY H ~MEFFIEkD, CPA 
Itonolable Louie C. Bernard Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court P. O. Box 476 Natchitoches, La. 71458 

HINES, JACKSON & HINES CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P.O. BOX 2188 NATCHITOCHES. LOUISIANA 71457 TELEPHONE (3~8} 352-645S FAX {3~8~ 352-C.404 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

A NEILL JACKSON JR, CPA (Ret,red) 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, a component unit of the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These f'mancial statements are the responsibility of the Natchitoehes Parish Clerk of Court's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial statements base on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and tile standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statemem presentation. Wc believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Natcbitoches, Louisiana as of June 30, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditine Standards. we have also issued a report dated August 25, 1998, on our consideration of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reportiug and our tests of its compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements of tile Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, taken as a whole. The accompanying supplemental schedules listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana August 25, 1998 

-- MEMBERS -- American InstituIe of Cenifie0 Public Accountants ~ Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 



COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW 



 

ASSETS (:asia and cash equivalents ]nvestlncnls P.eceivables Due fiom Advance Deposit Agency Fund l.and, buildings and equipmcm Othel assets Amount to be provided for retirement of general long-term obligations Total Assets 

NATCHITOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COUR N A TC'M Iq'Of~H F.~q LOUISIANA 

1AABII 3TIFS AND EQUITY 1.iabilities Accounts payable I)ue to General Fund Unsettled dcposits Lease-purchase payable Compensated absences payable Due to Natchitoches Parish Treasurer 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS COMBINED BALANCE SIIEET JUNE 30, 1998 
Governmental Fund Type_ Fiduciary Funds 

EXtI1BITA 

General Total General Agency General l ~ong/l'ernl Mcnlolandtln~t Fund Funds Fixed Assets Obligations Only $ 227,932 127,851 50,356 21,533 0 19,830 
$ 700,886 $ 269,222 31.950 0 0 0 

0 $ 0 0 0 413,822 0 
0 $ 928,818 0 397,073 0 82,306 21,533 413,822 19.830 

0 0 0 21,247 21,247 

37,759 $ 21,533 942,766 0 0 
0 $ 0 0 0 0 
0 $ 0 0 12,522 8.725 
85,019 21,533 942,766 12,522 8.725 O 0 0 0 0 Total Liabilities _ 47,26.~0 1,002.058 0 21,247 1,07(1,565 Equity hlvCstlnellt ill geoera] fixed assets Fund balances Unreserved 0 0 413.822 0 413,822 400 242 . 0 0 0 400,242 400 242 0 413,822 0 814,064 Totall.iabilitiesand Equity 447,50_22 $ 1.002.058 $ 413.822 $ 21,247 $ 1,884,629 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statemen 



NATCIllTOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COURT STATEMFNT OF RI~.VENI IES EXPENDIT1 IRES. AND CHANGES IN FUNI) BA1.AN( GOVERNMENTAL FI JND TYPE - GENERAL FI IN FOR THE YEAR ENDED JI JNE 30. 1998 
Rcvenucs l.icenses and permils - marriage licenses I:ces, chalges, and coi/llllissiolls for services Court cosls, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Fees for certified copies of documents Depatlment of Social Services - non support Use of money and property - interest earnings Miscellaneous Total Revermes Expendilnres General goveHllllent Personal services and 1elated benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Transfer to Natchitoches Parish Police Jury (improvements) Tolal Expenditures l-xccss of P.evenues Ovm/(Under) Expenditures Fund Balance, Beginning of year Fnnd Balance, ElM of year 

The aceolnpanying notes are an integral part of this statemeli 

9.625 349,978 199.258 36,553 38,014 33,596 22,693 689.717 
441,040 68,154 33,790 14,423 112,674 110,298 __ 780,379 (90,662) 490,904 $ 400,242 
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NATCHITOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COURq N A TCt IITOCI lF,~q l,Ol JINIANA STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN I;UND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS} AND ACT/JA1. A_LL GOVERNMENTAl. FUNDS - GENERAL FUND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 199g 
Revenues Licenses and perlnils Fees, charges and commissions for services hllelest inconle Miscellaneous Total Revenues l';xpenditures General government Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Capital outlay Tlansfc, In Police Jury (imprnvenml~tS) Total Expenditures Excess of Revenues Ovcl/(tinder) Expenditures Fund Balance, Beginning of year Fund balance, End of year 

JiXIIIIIIT C 

Variance Budeet Aclual Fav./(Unfav.) $ 9,625 608,482 38,014 __ 33,596 
$ 325 5,082 14 (775] 685,071 689,717 4.646 

444,056 71,050 33,100 15,500 113,000 110,298 
441,040 68,154 33.790 14,423 112,674 -- 110,298 

3,016 2,896 (69(I) 1,077 326 0 787 004 780 379 6,625 (101,933) (90,662) 490,904 __ 490,904 0 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this slalement 



NATCItlTOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COUR'I NATCIIITOCHES. I,O1JISIANA NOTFS TO THE FINANCIAl, STATFMF/-JTgl JUNE 30, 1998 
SUMMAllY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES As plovided by AJticle V, Section 28 of tile Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Natchitoches l~arish (lelk of COtlll selves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts, and has other duties and powez s provided by law. The clerk of court is elected for a four-year term. The accounting and reporting policies of the Natchiloehes Parish Clerk of Court conform to genelally accepted accounting principles as applied to govermnents. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standaJd setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles, Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the requirements set forth in the Louisiana Govermnental Audit Guidc aud to the industry audit guide, Audits of State and Local Governmental Units A. IIEPOIITING ENTITY As thc governing autlmrity of lhc palish, for reporting purposes, the Natchitocbes Parish Police Ituy is the financial reporting entity for Natchitoches Parish. The finaucial reporting entity Cgnsists of a) tile primary government (police jury), b) organizatious for which the primary government is financially accountable, and c) othex organizations fol which nature aud siguificance of their relationship with the primary govennmenl are such that exclusion would cause tbe reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Govcrmnental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part oflbe Natchitoches Parish Police Jury for financial reporting proposes. The basis critcrion lbr incinding a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASP, has set fo]th critclia to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointiug a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a b The ability of the police jury to impose its will on thai organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits or burdens on the police jury Oxganizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but me fiscally dependent on tim police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not inchlded because of the nature or sigoificance of the relaliouship. 

B. FUNI) ACCOUNTING q'hc accounts of the District Attorney are organized on the basis of funds and account gxoups, each of which is considcrcd a sepmate accounting entity. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and 1o aid finaJ)cial 



NATCItlTC~CIIES PARISH C1.ERK OF COURq NOTES TO THE FIN_A&NCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUEE JUNE 30. 199g 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINU]dl)) II. FUNI) ACCOUNTING managemeut by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. The opelalions of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. The individual funds account for the governmental resomccs allocated to them fol the puwosc of canting on specific activities in accordance with laws, regulations, or other restrictions. An account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accounlability for certain assets and liabilities that are not Iccmdcd in the funds because they do not diiectly affect net expendable available financial resources. The fimds arc gl oupcd in this leport into generic fund types and broad fnud categories as follows: (lellel al Fund Thc General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of thc clerk of corot and accounts for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the clelk's office are accounted fol in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. A~g~lcy Funds The Advance Deposit and RegishT of Court Agency Funds account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency fimds arc custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do nol involve measuremetu of results of operations. C. GENERAL FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities associated with a fuud ale determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measuremel~t focus. This means that only current assets and cm-rent liabilities are genelally included on their balance sheets. Their reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of"available spendable Icsources". Oovernnleuta] fund operating statements present increases (revenues and other financing sources) al~d decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net cmTent assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a summaiy of sources and uscs of "available spendable resources" during a period. Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Asscts Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund type when pmchascd. No dcpreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Long-tel m liabilities expected to be financed from govermnental funds are accounted for in the General l.ong-'l'erm l)cbt Account Gloup. qlle two accoutu groups are not "funds". They are concerned only wiflx the measuremetu of financial position. They are not concerned witll measurements of results of operations. I). BAS! S OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and rcpmled m the financial slalcn~ents. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regmdlcss of the measurement locus applied. 



]'JATf~gI1TCIC~IqF~ PARI~ CLERK OF CO1 lRq N A TCH ITOC%IIRS LOIJISIANA JUNE 30, 199_.8 
NOTE 1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED~ I). BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) The govcrmnental flnlds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Undel the naodified accl ual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., whey they become measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available' means collectible within the current period. Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, criminal fees, moi~gage ccilificatcs, notaly fees, ccltified copies, etc., are recorded in the year in which they are earned. Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the income is available. Substantially all other revenues arc recoldcd whcn reccivcd. Expenditures are generally recognized under fl~e modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Salaries axe recognized when they occur. Office supplies are recognized when they arc purchased. Capital outlays are recognized when the liability is incurred. E. BUI)GET PRACTICES 

Formal budget integratiou (within the accounting records) is employed as a management control devicc during the year Budget amounts included in the accompanying financial statements include tile original adopted budget and al subsequent amendments. COMPENSATED ABSENCES The clerk of court has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave Employees of the clerk's office that have been employed one year earn one week of vacation leave pel year. Fml~loyces with two tlu ough fourteen years of employment earn two weeks of vacation leave per year. F.ml~loyees with fifteen years or nlole cam three weeks of vacation leave per year. Although vacation does not carryover or accl.nlY.ilale froln ODe year to the next, employees do vest with respect to vacation in that upon retirement or termination, they may be paid fol vacation earned that year. The clerk of court aecl~aes a liability for compensated absences. "l]~e cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a ctmeot- year expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually taken. The cost of leave privileges not lequiriog current resources is recorded in tile general long-term obligations account group. G. CASII AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and money market acconuts. Cash equivalents include anaounts in time deposits that mature within 90 days after the fiscal yeal end and other iuvcsnllents with original maturities of 90 days or less. 



NATCtllTOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COUR NATCttlTOCHES I,OIJIS1ANA NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINI JI' JUNE 30. 1998 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINIIEI)) CASIt AND CASIi EQUIVAI,ENTS AND INVESTMENTS (CONTINUE1)) Undm slate law, the clerk of court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demaud deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other slate of the United Slates, or under thc laws of the United States. Undcl state law, the clerk of court may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These me classified as mvcstmelatS if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities ale 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Investments are stated at cost which approximates market. it. RECEIVABLES All receivables are reported at their gross value and, where applicable, are reduced by tile estimated portion thal is expected to be uncollected. FUND EQUITY The UlU eservcd fund balances foi governmental funds represent the amount available for budgeting future opclalions J. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS Total cohmms on tile statements are captioned "Memorandum Ouly"to indicate that they arc presented only to lhcililale financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. ESTIMATES The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles rcquircs lnauagcment to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses dining the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. L. ENCUMBIIANCES l'hmumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other comnfitments fol the expendiltue of nlonics me l ecorded in order to reselwe that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by tile Natehitochcs Palish Clerk of Court. NOTE 2 CASH AND CASII EQUIVALENTS At June 30, 1998, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents totaling $928,818 as follows PeltyCash lnlmest bearing demand deposit Totals $ 928,593 225 $ 928,818 3 0 



NATCI tlTOCttES PARIStt CLERK OF COURT NATCH1TOCHES. LOUISIANA NOTES q'O THF. FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS (CONTIN JUNE 30. 1998 
NOTE 2 CASlt AND CASlt EQUIVALENTS (CONTINUED) These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (m the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by tile fiscal agent bank. The market vahm of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank m a holding m custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1998, the clerk has $1,325,891 in deposits. These deposits are secured from risk by $312,948 of federal deposit insurance and $1,012,943 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in tile name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the plovisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell tile pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed 1o pay deposited fiulds upon demand. NOTE 3 INVESTMENTS nvestnlenls are categorized into these three categories of credit risk 
2 Insured or registered, or securities held by the clerk of court or its agent in the clerk of court's uame Uninsured aod unregistered, with securities held by the countelparty's trust department or agent ill tile clerk of court's name. Uninstlred and unregistered, with securities held by the counter party, or by its tla.lst departlnenl or agent but not ill the clerk of court's name. At fiscal yeal end, the clerk of court's investment balances were as follows qSype of ]uveslnleul Certificates of deposit Cateeorv 1 Fair Value_ $ 397,073 Costs $397,073 Carrvmt~ Amount $ 397.073 These investments are stated on tile balance sheet (carrying value) at cost. Tile investments arc ill the name of tile clelk and are held at the clerk's office. NOTE 4 RFCEIVABLES The receivables of $82,306, at June 30, 1998, are as follows: Cla~s of Receivables Attorneys and others Witness fees General Fund $ 50,356 0 Agency Fund $ 31,185 765 Totals $ 81,541 765 



NATCHITOCHES PARISH CLERK OF COUR NATC111TOCttES. LOUISIANA NOTES TO Tt-IE FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS (CCINT|NUE JUNE 30,1998 
NOTE 5 CItANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 
l'2quipnmnt Totals NOTE 6 PENSION PLAN 

Balance July 1, 1997 Additions Deletions - Jtlne 30j998 $ 301,148 $ 112,674 $ 0 ~ %!3,822 $ 301,148 $ 112,674 ~ 0 $ ~13,822 
l'lan l)escription. Substantially all employees of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court are members of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defiucd benefit pension plan administered by a separate hoard of trustees. All regular employccs who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment mc lequircd to parlicipatc in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited smvicc are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's avmagc salary ovm the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who tcrmiuate with at least 12 yeals of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive tile benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits alc established and ameudcd by state statute. The Systcm issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplenletuary information for the Systen~. That report may be obtained by writing to the 1.ouisiana Clcrks of Corn t Retiremerlt and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite BI, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. Funding Policy. Plan menthers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covmed salaD, and tire Natchitoches Pmish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially dctermmed rate. The current late is I 0.00 percent of amnml covered pay1 oil. Contributions to the System, also include onc-fotmh of one perccnt of tile taxes shov.,n to be collectible by the lax rolls of each parish. The contributiou requirenaents of plan mcnthel and the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Corn1 are established and may be amended by state statue. As provided by l,ouisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer conl~ibutions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the result of the valuation for tile prior fiscal year. The Natchitoches Parish Clelk of Court's contributions to the System for tile years ending June 30, 1998, 1997, and 1996, were $31,343, $29,513, and $27,459, respectively, equal to the requiled contributions for each year. NOTF 7 OTItER I'OST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS The Natchitochcs Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care and life iusurance hm~cfits lbt retued employees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees become eligible for these benefits if they leach lmnnal rcthcnaent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees me provided through an insulancc company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employec and the Clerk of !2 



NATCHITOCItES PARISH CLERK OF COURT N ATCI|ITCIf2ttES. LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANf~IAI. STATEMENTS (CONq'IN JUNE 30, 1998 
NOTE 7 OTItER POST-EMPlJOYMENT BENEFITS (CONTINUED) Cmnt. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (the clelk's portion of plemiums) as an cxpcudittuc when the monthly prclniums are due. The clerk's expenditures for health care aud life insurance benefits for active employees and zctirees total $52,416 for 1998. For 1998, the cost of retiree benefits fol three rctirccs total $3.984. NOTE 8 COMPENSATED ABSENCES At June 30, 1998, employees of the clerk of court have accumulated and vested $8,725 of employee leave benefits computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. Of this amount, all is recorded within the genclal long terul debt account group. NOTE 9 LEASES q'he clelk of court does not record items under capital leases as an asset and an obligation iu the accompanying finaucia statements. The following is an analysis of capital leases: 

Equipment 
Recorded Amonul $ 12,522 

"llle following is a schedule of fi~ture minimum lease payments under capital leases, together with the present vahlc of the net minimum lease payments, as of Juue 30, 1998: Fiscal Year 1998-1999 1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 Total minimum lease payments l.ess: lnteres Present value of net mininmm lease payments The clclk of court also has operating leases of the following nature Fold Motor Czedit Xerox Corporation Xerox Corporatiou Xerox Corporation Xerox Corporatiou 
$481 permonth $267 permonth $273 per month $135 per month $267 per month 

12,522 0 L 12,522 

13 



NATCH1TOCHES PARIStl CLERK OF COIJRq NI3TEN TO THF. FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS (CONTINUE 
NOTE 9 LEASES (CONTINUED) 

JUNE 30 1998 
The nliuinlunl anllua] conllnitnlcnts under noncancelable operating leases are as follows Fiscal Year 1998-1999 1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 
NOTE 10 CItANGES 1N AGENCY FUND BALANCES A summary of changes in agency fired unsettled deposits follows 
Agency Funds: Advance deposit fund Registry of court fund 

Equipment $ 17,072 8,086 819 0 

Unsettled Deposits Unsetlled l)cposlts _Beginnint~ of Year Additions Deletions End of Yea1 $ 650,973 _ 342,382 $ 535,054 994.389 $ 499,767 1,080,265 $ 686,260 256 506 $ 993,355 $ 1,529,443 $ 1,580,032 $ 942,766 CHANGES 1N GENERAL LONG-TEI~I OBLIGATIONS The following is a summary of the long-tenn obligation transactions during the yem Compensated Capital Absences 1,eases Total l.ong-term obligations payable at July 1, 1997 $ 7,750 $ 17,888 $ 25,638 Additions I)eletions 975 0 0 (5,366) 975 (5,366/ Long-lerln obligations payable at June 30, 1998 $ 8,725 $ 12,522 $ 21,247 EXCESS FUND BALANCE l.ouisiana P.evised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of office) Ihe clerk of court must pay thc pmish trcasurcr the portion of the General Fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of lhc clcl k's last year of his lerul of office. At June 30, 1998, there was no amount due the parish treasurer as this was not the last yeal oflhc clerk's four-year term of office, and no determination of the amount that will be due, if any, can be madc at Ihis time. Tim amount set up at June 30, 1997, was forgiven by the parish treasurer since the Clelk's office has cxtcnsive rcnovation planncd for the year ended June 30, 1998. Renovations orS110,298 were made to thc Coma llouse facilities in the year end June 30, 1998. 



N(YI'I~R TO TItlX FINANCIAl. RTATEMENT,R (C~C)NTIN JUNE 30, 1998 
NOTE 13 REI,ATEI) PARTY TRANSACTIONS Thele were no related party transactions during the year ending June 30, 1998 NOTE 14 13TIGATION AND CLAIMS At June 30, 1998, tile clerk of court is not involved in any litigation NOTE 15 EXPENDITURES OF ]'HE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY TIlE PAR1SII I'OI,ICF J[IR~, Celtain operating expenditures of the clerk's office are paid by the parish police jury and are not included ill tile accompanying financial statements. These expenditures are summarized as follows: qqle Nalchitoches Parish Police Jmy provided the office space and utilities for the clerk of court for the year ended June 30, 1998. Old records were bound and laminated at an approximate cost of $19,673. 

]5 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES 



AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 199g 

AI)VANCE DEPOSIT FUNI) 
FID1 ~CIARY F1 IND,~ - AGENCY FUND,q 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. REGISTRY OF COURT FUND The Registry of Corn1 Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts fox fimds that have been oxdered by the cotu t to be held until judglnent has been rendered in court litigation. Withdrawal of the fimds call be nladc only upon ordex of the court. 



 

ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents lnvesllllents Receivables Total Assets 
LIABILH'IES Due to Genmal Fund Due to taxing bodies and others Unseuled deposits Total IAabilities 

NATf'H1TOCHES PARISH CLERK OF CO1JR NATC11TTOCHE,q I.OIJISIANA FIDI ICIARY F1 INDS - AGENCY FUNDS JUNE 30. 1998 
Advance DepositFund Regisny Of C.ourt Fund 444,380 $ 269.222 31,950 

SCI IH)UI.I~ 1 

256,506 $ 0 0 700,886 269.222 31,95/) 
$ 21,533 37,759 686 260 $ 0 0 256 506 $ 21,533 37,759 942,766 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



FII)I JCIARY FI INDS - AGENCY FUNDS SCHFDULE OF CttANGES 1N UNSETTLED DEPOSITS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 

Unsettled Deposits at Beginniug of Year Addi0ous Suils and successions lnleresl earnings on investmenls Othe~ additions Total Additions 

Advance Deposit Fund $ 650.973 
535,054 0 0 

Registry 

SCI1F, I)UI.I~ 2 

Of Court Fund Total $ 342,382 $ 993,355 
984,700 5,790 3 899 1,519,754 5,790 3,899 535,054 994,389 1,529,443 Total Available for Distribution 1.186.027 Reductions Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) Setllemenls to litigants Attorney, curator, and notary fees Wiluesses, appraisers, keepers, etc. Stenogt apher's fees Sheriffs fees Othm reductions Transfer to appeals corot Total Reductions Unsettled Deposits at End of Year 

259,744 110,506 4,394 13,129 13,327 52,868 45,799 0 

0 803,887 0 0 0 0 0 276,378 

2,522,798 
259,744 914,393 4,394 13,129 13,327 52,868 45,799 276,378 499,767 1,080,265 1,580,032 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement ? 9 



FraAN~ S HtNES, CPA LEWIS C HINES. CPA E MERLIN SOUYRES. CPA JAY H SHEFFIELD, CPA 
HINES, JACKSON & HIN~S CERT|F1ED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P.O. ~OX 2't88 NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA 71457 TE LE PPIONE 131B) 352-6458 FAX (318) 352-0404 

A NEILL JACKSON, JR , CPA (Ret,red) 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASEl) ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS ]tonorablc Louie C. Bernard Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court P. O. Box 476 Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458 We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated August 25, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Allditine Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States 

!So!npliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court's financial statenaents are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the detemlination of financial statement amounts. Ilowever, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to he reported under nlernal Control Over Financial Renartin~ In planning and perfonning our audit, we considered the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the intemal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of perfomung their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court and his management, and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Hiltes, Jackson & ltines Natchitoches. Louisiana August 25, 1998 
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Fiscal Year Finding Initially Ref. No. Occurred 

NATCH1TOCItES PARISH CLERK OF COURT SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT FINDINGS FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 
fFind Corrective Action Taken Yes. No. Parlial 

SCI1EI)UI,E 3 

Planned Corrective Action/Partial Correclive Aclion Take Nolhing came to our attention that would require disclosure under Government Auditint~ Standards 
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ReL No. 

N A TCH1TI'~CHEg l,Ol JI,~IANA CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR CURRENT YEAR AUI)IT FINI)INGS 
f Correct Action Planned Name(s) of Contact 

SCH EDUI.E 4 

Pe,sou(s) Nothing came to our atlention that would require disclosure under Government Auditing Standards 
Anticipated Completion Dale 
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