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I'AYNE, MOORE & HERRINGTON, LLP 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Mr. Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and Members of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Rapides Parish, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, Rapides Parish, Louisiana, as of December 31, 1997, and for each of the two years in the period ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Indigent Defender Board's management. Our responslblllty is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, Rapides Parish, Louisiana, as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for each of the two years in the period ended December 31, 1997, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
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PM~H PAYNE, MOORE & HERRINGTON, LLP 
Mr. Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and Members of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Rapides Parish, Louisiana 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated February 13, 1998, on our consideration of the Indigent Defender Board's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain laws, regulations, and grants. 
Certified Public Accountants February 13, 1998 



 
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP DECEMBER 31, 1997 

ASSETS Cash Intergovernmental receivables Fixed assets 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 
GENERAL SPECIAL REVENUE 
$49,506 $117,288 36,589 

LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS LIABILITIES Accounts payable Payroll taxes withheld Deferred grant revenue Total Liabilities 
EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS Investment in general fixed assets Fund balances - unreserved - undesignated Total Equity and Other Credits 
TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS 

826 826 

85,269 85,269 

$ 1,530 33 115,725 117,288 

-0- 

ACCOUNT GROUP 
EXHIBIT A 

GENERAL TOTALS FIXED (MEMORANDUM ASSETS ONLY) 
$ 30,277 $30,27_____7 

-0- 
30,277 

$166,794 36,589 30,277 

$ 1,530 859 115,725 118,114 
30,277 85,269 30,277 115,546 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 



 

NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD RAPIDES pARISH, LOUISIANA COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 

REVENUES Intergovernmental State grants District Assistance Fund Murder 1 Cases Court costs Bond fees Indigent fees Interest earned Total Revenues EXPENDITURES Current Salaries and related benefits Attorney fees Contract services Professional fees and case costs Rent Office supplies Accounting and auditing fees Insurance Repairs and maintenance Telephone Utilities Travel Total Expenditures 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND ~YPES 
GENERAL 

422,756 37,023 34,308 5,687 499,774 
72,778 474,381 27,442 6,600 5,547 5,408 763 408 2,215 1,701 323 597,566 EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES (97,792) FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING OF YEAR 183s0~I 

SPECIAL REVENUE 
$ 79,127 22,215 
4,589 105,931 
4,485 83,736 696 
2,714 13,060 
1,240 105,931 
-0- -0- $ -0- 

EXHIBIT B 
TOTALS (MEMORANDUM ONLY[ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements 

$ 79,127 22,215 422,756 37,023 34,308 605,705 
77,263 558,117 696 2 7 6 8 5 
442 600 261 408 13,823 408 2,215 1,701 -- 1,563 7__03,497 
(97,792) 183,061 



 
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 

REVENUES Intergovernmental State grants District Assistance Fund Murder I Cases Court costs Bond fees Indigent fees Interest earned Total Revenues 
EXPENDITURES Current Salaries and related benefits Attorney fees Professional fees and case costs Rent Office supplies Accounting and auditing fees Insurance Repairs and maintenance Telephone Utilities Travel Dues Capital outlay Total Expenditures 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 
GENERAL 

446,577 31,901 50,376 12,967 541,821 

SPECIAL REVENUE 
$ 71,191 43,616 
4,417 119,224 

73,221 482,314 119,224 19,460 6,600 5,577 13,225 14,599 419 2,421 1,741 2,110 234 8,097 630,018 
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES (88,197) FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING OF YEAR CES. END OF 271,258 

119,224 
-0- -0- -0- 

EXHIBIT C 
TOTALS ( MEMORANDUM ONLY ) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements 

$ 71,191 43,616 446,577 31,901 50,376 17r384 661,045 
73,221 601,538 19,460 6,600 5,577 13,225 14,599 419 2,421 1,741 2,110 234 8,097 749,242 
(88,197) 271,258 



 
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND YEAR ~NDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 

REVENUES Court costs Bond fees Indigent fees Interest Total Revenues EXPENDITURES Current Salaries and related benefits Attorney fees Professional fees and case costs Rent Office supplies Accounting and auditing fees Insurance Repairs and maintenance Telephone Utilities Travel Capital outlay Total Expenditures EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING OF YEAR 

EXHIBIT D VARIANCE FAVORABLE BUDGET ACTUAL ( UNFAVORABLE ) $464,000 20,000 25,000 14,500 523,500 
78,780 478,374 20,000 6,600 8,000 11,400 1,000 2,400 1,780 3.500 6,750 618,584 

72,778 474,381 27,442 6,600 5,547 5,408 763 408 2,215 1,701 323 
597,566 

6,002 3,993 (7,442) -0- 2,453 5,992 (763] 592 185 79 3,177 6,750 21,078 
(95,084) (97,792) (2,708) 183,061 183,06--1 -0- 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 



 
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 

REVENUES Court costs Bond fees Indigent fees Interest Total Revenues EXPENDITURES Current Salaries and related benefits Attorney fees Professional fees and case costs Rent Office supplies Accounting and auditing fees Insurance Repairs and maintenance Telephone Utilities Travel Dues Capital outlay Total Expenditures EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCES, BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCES, END OF YEAR 

BUDGET $ 550,653 15,269 15,931 581,853 
77,090 538,621 40,000 6,600 12,000 16,000 17,000 1,000 4,400 2,400 3,500 7,000 9,000 734,611 

$446,577 31,901 50,376 12,967 541,821 
73,221 482,314 19,460 6,600 5,577 13,225 14,599 419 2,421 1,741 2,110 234 8,097 630,018 

(152,758) (88,197) 271,258 $ 118,50~  271,258 $183,061 

EXHIBIT E VARIANCE FAVORABLE IUNFAVORABLE ) $(104,076) 31,901 35,107 (2,964) (40,032) 
3,869 56,307 20,540 -0- 6,423 2,775 2,401 581 1,979 659 1,390 6,766 903 104,593 
64,561 -On 
$ 64,561 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA DECEMBER 31, 1997 NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
i. ORGANIZATION AND SU]~~%RY OF sIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
The financial statements of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. The more significant of the Indigent Defender Board's accounting policies are described below. 
A. Reporting Entity The Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144 to provide and compensate counsel appointed to represent indigents in criminal and quasi- criminal cases on the district court level. The ninth judicial district encompasses Rapides Parish, Louisiana. In evaluating how to define the Indigent Defender Board, for financial reporting purposes, management has considered all potential component units. The decision whether or not to include a potential component unit in the reporting entity was made by applying the criteria set forth in GAAP. Generally, component units are legally separate organizations for which the elected officials or appointed board members of the primary government are financially accountable. Some of the criteria considered under "legally separate organization" are: the capacity for the organization to have its own name; the right for the organization to sue and be sued in its own name without recourse to the primary government; and the right to buy, sell, lease, and mortgage property in its own name. Some of the criteria used to consider "financially accountable" include: appointment of a voting majority of the organization's governing body; ability for primary government to impose its will on the organization; whether the organization has the potential to provide specific financial benefits to, or improve specific financial burdens on the primary government; and fiscal dependence of the organization. Based upon the application of these criteria, there are no component units of the Indigent Defender Board. 
The Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is a part of the district court system of the State of Louisiana. However, the Indigent Defender Board operates autonomously from the State of Louisiana and independently from the district court system. Therefore the Indigent Defender Board reports as an independent reporting entity. This report only includes all funds which are controlled by or dependent upon the Ninth Judieial District Indigent Defender Board. 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER RAPIDES PARISH, LOUZSIANA DECEMBER 31, 1997 
B. Fund Accountinq 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The Indigent Defender Board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain governmental functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a accounts. An account group, on the other hand, is device designed to provide accountability for liabilities that are not recorded in the funds directly affect net expendable available financial The Indigent Defender Board governmental. This category, in types". 

self-balancing set of a financial reporting certain assets and because they do not resources. only has one category of funds - turn, is divided into separate "fund 
Governmental funds are used to account for all or most of the Indigent Defender Board's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of earmarked monies (special revenue funds). The general fund is used to account for all activities of the general government not accounted for in some other fund. The Indigent Defender Board has three funds included in this category. GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES GENERAL FUND 
The General Fund was established in order to account for the court costs transmitted to the Indigent Defender Board to defray the necessary expenses of the Public Defender's office. SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS - DISTRICT ASSISTANCE FUND 
The District Assistance Special Revenue Fund consists of grants from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board. The purpose of the fund is to account for the grant money. Eligible uses 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA DECEMBER 31, 1997 NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
of the grant money are hiring or retaining attorneys, raising attorney salaries in order to strive towards compllance with Louisiana Indigent Defender Board's minimum compensation guidelines established for capital and appellate attorneys, defraying attorney unit support costs, defraying expert witness fees and specialized testing up to the amounts recommended, and defraying the cost of continuing legal education and training programs. MURDER 1 STATE GRANT FUND The Murder 1 State Grant Special Revenue Fund also consists of grants from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board. This grant money can be used only to defray the expenses of the guilt and penalty phase investigation and the fees, overhead, and out-of-pocket expenses of trial lead and/or associate counsel for capital cases. 
ACCOUNT GROUP GENERAL FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets used in governmental fund operations are accounted for in the General Fixed Asset Account Group. All additions and retirements of fixed assets are recorded in this account group. This account group is not a fund. It is concerned with the measurement of financial position and does not involve measurement of results of operations. C. Basls of Accountina 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental fund types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or 
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NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA DECEMBER 31, 1997 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. A ninety day availability period is used for revenue recognition for the governmental fund revenues. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. Those revenues susceptible to accrual are court costs, bond forfeiture fees, bond commission fees, and interest revenue. The government reports deferred revenue on its combined balance sheet. Deferred revenues arise when resources are received by the government before it has a legal claim to them, as when grant monies are received prior to the incurrence of qualifying expenditures. In subsequent periods, when the government has a legal claim to the resources, the liability for deferred revenue is removed from the combined balance sheet and revenue is recognized. 
The Indigent Defender Board's budgets are adopted at the same time as the Rapides Parish Police Jury budget. Any amendments are made by the Indigent Defender Board. All annual appropriations lapse at year end. 
E. Cash Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and interest-bearing demand deposits. Under state law, the Indigent Defender Board may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 
General fixed assets are not capitalized in the funds used to acquire or construct them. Instead, capital acquisition and construction are reflected as expenditures in governmental funds, and the related assets are reported in the general fixed assets account group. All purchased fixed assets are valued at cost. The cost of normal maintenance and value of the asset or materially extend Improvements are capitalized. 

repairs that do not add to the asset lives are not capitalized. 
Assets in the General Fixed Assets Account Group are not depreciated. 

ii 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER RAPIDES PPLRISH, LOUISIKNA DECEMBER 31, 1997 NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
G. Compensated Absences Vested or accumulated vacation leave that is expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial resources is reported as an expenditure and a fund liability of the governmental fund that will pay it. Amounts of vested or accumulated vacation leave that are not expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial resources are reported in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. No accrued expenditures are reported since all leave is taken before year-end. H. Memorandum Only - Total Columns Total columns on the general purpose financial statements are captioned "memorandum only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither are such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations, if any, have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenditures during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 2. LEGAL COMPLIANCE - BUDGETS AS mentioned in Note i, the budgets are adopted at the same time as the Rapides Parish Police Jury budget. The budgetary practices include public notice, public inspection, and public hearings on the budgets. Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the year. Budgeted amounts contained in the accompanying financial statements include original adopted budget amounts and all subsequent amendments through December 31, 1997. Budgetary control is exercised by the Indigent Defender Board at the fund level. Budgets were not adopted for the two Special Revenue Funds for the years ended December 31, 1996 or 1997. 

12 



3. CASH 

NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER RAPIDES PARISH, LOUISIANA DECEMBER 31, 1997 NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
At December 31, 1997, the Indigent Defender Board had cash (book balances) totaling $166,794 in demand deposit accounts held at a local financial institution. The bank balances totaled $189,912. A summary of collateralization of bank balances is presented below. Insured (federal deposit insurance) Uncollateralized (in accordance with ~AAP - see below) $1OO,0O0 89,912 $189,912 These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. The uncollateralized amount shown above is secured by pledged securities with market values exceeding the required pledge amount. The securities are held in the name of the pledging agent bank in holding or custodial banks. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized under GAAP, Louisiana Revised Statutes impose a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within ten days of being notified by the Indigent Defender Board that the agent bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 4. I Intergovernmental receivables are comprised mainly of court costs from Rapides Parish and the Cities of Alexandria and Pineville. 5. GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 
The following is a summary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account Group during the two years in the period ended December 31, 1997: 
office equipment 

BALANCE JANUARY i, 1996 ADDITIONS $23,431 $8,097 6. LEASH AND RENTAL CO~4ITMENTS 
BALANCE DECEMBER 31, RETIREMENTS 1997 $1,251 $30,277 

Operating lease payments for office space during each of the years ending December 31, 1996, and December 31, 1997, were $6,600. This lease is renewed yearly 
13 



NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER RAPIDES pARISH, LOUISIANA DECEMBER 31, 1997 NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The office of the Indigent Defender Board is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts, theft, or damage and destruction of assets, errors and omissions, injuries to employees, and natural disasters. The Indigent Defender Board carries commercial insurance for workmen's compensation and commercial general liability. They also carry malpractice insurance on the attorneys. The office of the Indigent Defender Board is occasionally a party to legal proceedings involving suits filed against the Board for various reasons. Some of these suits claim damages that are material in amount. Management does not believe that the Board is exposed to any material losses not covered by insurance. No provisions for losses are included in the financial statements. 8. PENSION PLAN During 1997, the employees of the Indigent Defender Board became members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana, Plan A. This retirement system is a multiple employer, statewide retirement system which is administered by a separate board of trustees. The contributions of participating agencies are pooled within the system to pay the accrued benefits of their respective participants. The contribution rates are approved by the Louisiana Legislature. Under the Parochial Employees Retirement System, Plan A, employees who retire after thirty (30) years of creditable service regardless of age, twenty-five (25) years of creditable service and at least fifty-five (55) years of age, or ten (i0) years of creditable service and at least sixty (60) years of age are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to three percent (3%) of their average compensation for any thirty-six (36) months of consecutive service in which their compensation was highest, multiplied by their years of creditable service. Benefits fully vest upon reaching five (5) years of service. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Covered employees are required to contribute nine and one-fourth percent (9.25%) of their salary to this plan while the employer contributes seven and 15/100 percent (7.15%). Employer contributions under this plan for covered employees are made by the General Fund and the District Assistance Fund based on the percentage of salary paid from that fund. All employees, except the Chief Public Defender, were covered by the Retirement System. 
The Parochial Employees Retirement System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the Parochial Employees Retirement System, Plan A. That report may be obtained by writing to Parochial Employees Retirement System, P.O. Box 14619, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-4619. Pension costs for the year ended December 31, 1997 were $5,031. Employees were part of the social security system prior to 1997. 



 

OTHER REPORT REQUIRED BY GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
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PM,~H I~AYNE, MOORE C"~ I IF.RILIN(.~TON. LLP [[Rllfl{B PUBIlCA~COU~IINT~ 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Mr. Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and Members of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Rapides Parish, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Hoard, Rapides Parish, Louisiana, as of December 31, 1997, and for each of the two years in the period ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated February 13, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards which are described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as finding 97-01. Internal Control Over Financial ReDortln In planning and performing our audlt, we considered the Indigent Defender Board's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, we noted one matter involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over 
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PM~H PAYNE, MOORE & t tERRINGTON, LI.P 
Mr. Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender, and Members of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Rapides Parish, Louisiana 
financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Board's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. The reportable condition is described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs as finding 97-02. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necesssrily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. However, we believe the reportable condition listed is not a material weakness. This report is intended for the information of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, management, and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record, and its distribution is not limited. 
Certified Public Accountants February 13, 199B 
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SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
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NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 AND 1996 
SU~g4ARY OF AUDITOR'S RESULTS i. We issued an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board as of December 31, 1997, and for each of the two years in the period ended December 31, 1997. 2. Our tests of internal control over financial reporting based on an audit of financial statements performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards disclosed a reportable condition involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation. This reportable condition is described in Finding 97-02. This finding is not considered to be a material weakness. 3. Our tests of compliance based on an audit of financial statements performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards disclosed material instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. They are described in Finding 97-01. 
FINDINGS RELATED TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS WHICNARE REQUIRED TO BE REPORTED UNDER GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS FINDING 97-01 - LEGAL COMPLIANCE OF BUDGET ADOPTION Louisiana state laws require that budgets be adopted for the General Fund and all Special Revenue Funds. No budgets were adopted for the two Special Revenue Funds (District Assistance Fund and Murder I State Grant Fund) during 1996 or 1997. 

MANAGEMENT'S RESPONSE This has been remedied once it was brought to management's attention through adoption of the 1998 Budgets by the Ninth Judicial Indigent Defender Board at their meeting on November 12, 1997. FINDING 97-02 - CASH RECEIPTS FROM INDIGENT DEFENDANTS Due to the small number of employees in the Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's office, only one employee is involved in the receipt, recording, and deposit of cash received from the indigent defendants. This cash totals about $30,000 in a year. Although receipts are written for payments, no other employee foots the receipts to be sure all money received is accounted for. Money is held and accumulated for several days before being deposited. In addition, since collections are non-enforceable, statements are not sent out to all of the defendants. This reportable condition is not a material weakness. 
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NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1997 AND 1996 
We suggest that another employee, if possible, foot the receipts occasionally to determine if all money received was deposited. Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1212 requires daily deposits to be made whenever practicable. We suggest that this practice be followed. MANAGE~4ENT'S RESPONSE This office will explain this reportable condition to the staff employee and will perform a spot check on the payments and receipts on a random basis in the future. 
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PO Box 166 Alexandrla Louisiana 7130q 
Public Defender's Office Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Pubhc Defender 909 Sixlh Street Alexandrta, Louisiana 71301 

SUMMARY SCI IF.I)IJI.I( OF PRIOR AUI)IT FINDINGS 

Corrective action was taken 

Ofhce Phone: (318) 443-7082 FAX 443-7085 

N;~ME - KENNETH~R~DENBECK 
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P O Box 166 Alexandria 1 oulslana 71309 
Public Defender's Office Kenneth P. Rodenbeck, Chief Public Defender 909 Sixth Street Alexandria, Louisiana 71301 
CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 

FINDING 97-01 - I,EGAI. (]OMPI,IAN('E OF BiIDGET ADOPTION Contact person responsible for corrective action: Kenneth 17. Rodenbeck 

Office Phone" (318) 443-7082 FAX 443-7085 

Corrective action planncd. Since brought to our attention by our auditors, budgets for these two funds have been proposed and will be submitted to the Board at its November 12, 1997 meeting. 
Anticipaled completion dale 

Contact person responsible for corrective action: Kennelh P. Rodenbeck 
Corrective action planned: We believe the reportable condition is not a material weakness This office will explain this reportable condition to the staff employee and will do a spot check of payments and receipts on a random basis m the future. Anticipated completion date: April 15, 1998 w~th random spot checks as appropriate 
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