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The Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Opclousas, Louisiana 7eternal Control Over Financial ReDortin~ 

John S Dowlin9, CPA (1904-1984) Harold Dupre, CPA Retired 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the 5hi%real nt>ntrol ower fina~cial reporting mould not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition i~ which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, we noted the following matter involving the internal control over financial reporting: Jud~es' Advances Currently the judges' advances are being deposited in separate accounts which include other activity. The advances should be deposited in accounts in which no other funds are deposited. This report is intended for the information of the judges and the appropriate regulatory agency. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
The Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Opelousas, Louisiana 

John S. Dowling, CPA (1904q984) Harold Dupre, CPA Retired 

We have audited the accompanying genera] purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial DistYict Judicial Expense Fund, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinp Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the judges, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 26, 1998 on our consideration of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 
Louisiana June 26. 1998 
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ISIANA TWENTY- S JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENS LOUSAS, LOUISIANA TATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

REVENUES ]ntergovernmenta] Court cost collections from Clerk of Court Sheriff's Department Policy Jury Bail bond premiums Parish Law Library collections from District Attorney from Indigent Defender Board Interest income Miscellaneous income Total revenues EXPENDITURES Judicial Current operating insurance Office supplies Court reporters Transcripts Library supplements Professional services Miscellaneous Wages Payroll taxes Seminar Te ] ephone Equipment maintenance Capital outlay Debt service Lease payments otal exDenditures CESS (DEE]CIENCY} OF REVENUES O UNDER] EXPENDITU OTHER FINANCIN ]nception of Transfers in SOURCES (USES lease (o~t) otal other fina sources 
Continued of next page 

ENDED DECEMBER 31, 19 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES GENERAL FUND 
$27,892 157,017 16,853 7.131 
12,073 72 >2~,o38 

5,930 164 435 

SPEC]AL REVENUE 

$2,500 9,000 72 ii~5-I 2 
87 
].586 

5.698 

TOTALS morand~ 1997 1996 
$27,892 157,017 16,853 7.131 2,500 9,000 12,]45 72 232 6]0 
533 19,947 26,400 ]34 7,629 1,788 698 50,971 3,989 268 7,931 3,403 42.185 _5~930 !~80~ 

$27 95 7 
]50 474 ]75 603 
10,833 89 41 324 
678 15,87] 28,800 13,894 ]0,982 3,257 488 45,000 3,533 222 6,664 3,997 48.871 4 ~469 

_56 603 ~201 60,80/~ ~~4_402) 
17,233 _(2,500) __2,500 14 733 _~2500 

17.233 
~233 ]],000 



OUISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUN 
ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES (CONTINUED FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1997 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER (UNDER 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES GENERAL FUND SPECIAL REVENUE 
EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES $71,336 $6,701 FUND BALANCE, beginning of year 231~245 FUND BALANCE end of year 

TOTALS Memorandu 1997 
$78,037 231245 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

1996 
$(34,402) 265~647 23],245 



REVENUES 

BUDGET (CASH BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 1997 

Intergovernmental Court cost collections from Clerk of Court Sheriff's Department Police Jury Reimbursement for transcripts Bail bond premiums Interest Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPENDITURES Judicial Current expenditures Insurance Office supplies Court reporter Transcript Library supplements Professional services Miscellaneous Judge advances Wages Payroll taxes Seminar Utilities Equipment maintenance Capital outlay Debt service Lease payments Total expenditures EXCESS (DEF]CIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER UNDER~ EXPENDITURES OTHER FINANCING SOURCES fUZES Transfers out FUND BALANCE beginning of year FUND BALANCE end of year 

997 1996 VARIANCE (Memorandum I~VORABLE Only)__ BI]DCET ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE~ ACTUAl. 
$21 151 960 000 26,660 7.131 i,i00 ~o7,851 
3 26 21 2 9 50 3 7 2 35 

524 319 400 240 183 697 000 971 854 267 614 450 702 
] 64,22] 

$27,877 148,177 16,853 23,500 7,131 ]2,073 72 ~35,683 
524 19,218 26,400 21,240 5,924 ],788 727 50,971 3,211 268 7,725 3,444 22.389 5 815 169,644 
66.039 
(2,500) 226,523 g90,06A 

$5,917 (2,823) 16,853 (3,160) 12,073 (1,028) 27,832 
(15,899) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

924) 395 <3o3 000 643 (1) (111) (994) 13.313 (5,81~) (5,42~) 

$27,495 96,044 175 12,000 7,603 10,833 89 154 239 
678 ]6,056 28,800 25,636 9,080 3,257 454 45,000 3,670 222 6,280 3,957 39.08] 4,469_ ] 8 6,640 

258,924 



TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDIC OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1997 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

B. REPORTING ENTITY Governmental Accounting Standards Board for determining which component units 

EN 

Statement No, 14 established criteria should be considered part of another entity for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

3 

Appointing a voting laajority of an organization's governing body, and a 
b 
The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 also states that a special purpose government is fiscally independent if it has the ability to complete certain essential fiscal events without substantive approva~ by a primary government. A special purpose government is fiscally ~ndependent if it has the authority to do all three of the following: Determine its budget without another government having the authorJ ty to approve and modify that budget. Levy taxes or set rates or charges without approval by another government. c. Issue bonded debt without approval by another government 



TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA DECEMBER 31. 1997 
B Y 

b 

CCOUNTING (Continued) 

and the The judges determine the amount of court costs to be Jevied in civil and criminal cases. The state statute which created the Fund cite the type of expenditures which can be made out of the Fund and the judges determine these expenditures. C. FUND ACCOUNTTN~ 

overnmental Fund The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Louisiana Twenty- Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, It Js used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted ior in other funds. The Special Revenue Fund accounts for contributions made to Parish Law Library by the St. l.andry Parish District Attorney, St. Landry Parish Indigent Defender Board and the Judicial Expense Fund. 



-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDIC OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31 1997 i. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES C. FUND ACCOUNTING (Continued) Account Groups 
(Continued) 

The General Fixed Assets Account Group is established fixed assets of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial Expense Fund. to account Judicial 
The General Long-term Debt Account Group is established to account for all long-term liabilities that are expected to be financed from governmental funds. I). BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. The governmental fund types are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. All goverrmlental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The revenues are recognized wben they become measurable and available. Available means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, if nleasurable. The Judicial Expense Fund's records are maintained on a cash basis of accounting. However, the governmental fund type reported in the accompanying financial statements has been converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the above practices. Revenues consist primarily of court costs which are recognized when susceptible to accrual. Misce]laneous revenues are recorded when received because they are generally not measurable until actually received. Investment earnings are recorded as earned since they are measurable and availab]e. Purchases of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased, and inventories of such supp]ies, if any, are not recorded as assets at the close of the year, un]ess material. Expenditures for insurance and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period are accounted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition. E. ENCUMBRANCES ]'he Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund does not employ the encumbrance system of accounting. 



U ~SEVENTH JUhICIAL DIS OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1997 i. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES F. INVESTMENTS AND CASH (Continued) 
Louisiana statutes authorize the Judicial Expense F~nd to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit in state and national banks, or any other federally insured investment. Investments are stated at cost or amortized cost, which approximates nlarket C. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. These assets are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types when purchased. All assets are maintained on the basis of historical cost and no depreciation is computed or recorded thereon. The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund does not have pub]ic domain or infrastructure outlays. Interest costs on fixed assets have not been incurred. Fixed assets consist of acquisitions since 1987 for the Parish Law Library and equipment. Prior to 1987, the cost of the Parish Law Library was accounted for on the books of the Police Jury. H. BUDGETS AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING Annually, the Judicial Expense Fund prepares and adopts a budget for the General Fund. Foxmal budget integration is not employed as part of the accounting system; however, routine budget comparisons are made prior to expending funds. Budgets are prepared on a cash basis of accounting and appropriations lapse at year-end. The budgeted amounts of the General Fund in the accompanying financial statements are in the original adopted budgets and subsequent adopted amendments. The revenues and expenditures shown on page 3 are reeoneiied with the amounts reflected on the budget comparison, page 4 as follows: 1997 Revenue~ Page 3 Revenues Add: Transcript reimbursements Prior year intergovernmental receivables Less: Current year intergovernmental receivables Page 5 Revenues E_xpenditures Page 3 Expenditures Add: Prior year payab]es Transcript reimbursements Less: Current year payables Capitalized leases Page 5 Expenditures 

$22],038 22.500 
I18,565) ~35,683 
$164,435 5,988 22,500 (6,046) 117,233) 



OUISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAl. EXPENSE FUN OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CEMBER 31. 199 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) H. BUDGETS AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING (Continued) Fund Balance Page 4 Fund Balance, end of year Add: Current year payables Less: Current year receivables Page 5 Fund Balance, end of year I. COMPENSATED ABSENCES 

$302,581 6,046 /3_8,565) 290,062 

10 

The Judicial Expense Fund does not provide its employees with accumulated vacation or sick leave. J. RETIREMENT The Judicial Expense Fund's employees contribute to the Social Security system K. TO]~L COLUMNS ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS Total columns on the financial statements are captioned "Memorandum On]y" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. No consolidating entries or other eliminations were made in the aggregation of the totals; thus, they do not present consolidated information and do not purport to present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. L. COMPARATIVE DA]~ Comparative tota] data accompanying financial changes in the Judicial CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
for the prior year have been presented in the statements in order to provide an understanding of Expense Fund's financial position and operations 

At December 31, 1997, the book balance of the Fund's deposits was $297,984. ]'he bank ba]ances of checking accounts were $76,003, in certificate of deposit accounts was $214,645 and in a savings account was $]0,242 at December 31, 1997. The cash and investments are fully co]]ateralized by federal deposit insurance and/or by collateral pledged by the banks in the District's name. DEFICIT FUND BALANCE The Judicial Expense Fund did not have a deficit fund balance at December 31, ]997 



S JUDICIAL EXPENSE 
DECEMBER 311997 

FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP 

ii 

T~e following is a summary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account Group 
Library Other structures and improvements Equipment and furniture Tpt~Is 
COMPENSATION The Chief Judge and the Twenty-Seventh Judicial 6. CAPITALI~ASES 

Balance Balance January I, December 31, 1997 Additions Deductions 1997 $123,677 $21,763 8,868 70 172 20,422 

three other judges do not District Judicial Expense 

$7 079 
$145,440 8,868 83,51_5 

receive compensation from the Fund. 
]'he capital lease for the phone systems provides that at the end of the lease the phone systems can be purchased for $i. The Judicial Expense Fund purchased one of these machines during the year ended December 31, 1997. As of December 31, 1997, the Judicial Expense Fund leased two copy machines and three phone systems under agreements which are classified as capital leases. The capital leases provide that at the end of the leases the copying machines can be purchased for $525 on o~e and $500 on the other one. 
Lease term Lease period Asset capitalized Monthly payments Future minimum lease payments for years ended December 31, 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 

Capital Lease Co9_p~Machines Various Various $]2,883 $282 
$3,889 1,690 ],690 1.794 

Capital Lease Phone~stenls 60 months Various $9,946 $]66 
$1,989 1,989 1,989 1,989 1 600 
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John S. Dowling, CPA (1904-1984) Ha~o~d Duple, CPA Retired 

ON COMPLIANCE FINANC E ASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOS STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WTTH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
To the Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Opelousas, Louisiana 

L 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty- Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated June 26, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States Comp] J ance As part of obtaining reasonable assura~ce about whether the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compl~ance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The resu]ts of our tests disclosed the following instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government:Auditing Standards. for which the ultimate resolution cannot presently be determined. Accordingly, no provision for any ]lability that may result has been recognized in the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund's ]997 financial statements. Condition: A budget was not prepared for the Special Revenue Fund Criteria: Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1301 states that a budget must be prepared for a]l Special Revenue funds. Effect: The budget was not prepared Cause: The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh inadvertently did not set up a Special budget needed to be prepared. Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Revenue Fund: therefore, did not rea]~ze a 
Management's Response: A budget will be prepared for the Special Revenue Fund in the future. 
4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 



To the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Page 2 
Internal Control Over Financial ReDortin~ 

13 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is .a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, we noted another matter involving the internal control over financial reporting that we have reported to the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund in a separate letter dated June 26. ]998. This report is intended for the information of the judges and the appropriate regulatory agency, However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Louisiana June 26. 1998 


