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Honorable Lena R. Tortes St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court Chalmeltc, Louisiana 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

MI{MI~I R Aii)eJk:al) ]nxlilulc of (?PA~; Socicly of I~:misiana CPAs Privalc Companies Practice Scclion of tile AICPA Division for CPA t'irms Accounting Group lnlcrnalional (Associates in Principal Cities \vork~widc) 

Wc have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these gcneral-purpose financial statements based on our audit. 
Wc conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing stmldards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com,ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plata and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements arc free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general-purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general-purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of tbc St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court as of June 30, 1998, and the results of its operations and its changes in fund balances for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying fiduciary funds - agency funds supplemental information schedules, combining balance sheets and the statements of changes in unsettled deposits contained on pages 17, 18 and 19 arc prcscntod for purposes of agJdJtionaJ ydlaJ3,sis and arc not a required part of the genera J-purpose fioanciaJ statements of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court. Such information has bccn subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects, in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
Certified Public Accountants September 22, 1998 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE. LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUND-GENERALFUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES~ EXPENDITURES AND CItANGES IN FUND BALANCE YEAR ENDEDJUNE 30,1998 

REVENUES: Licenses and pcmfits Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Fees for copies of documents Miscellaneous Use of money m~d property - interest earnings TOTAL REVENUES EXPENDITURES: General government: Personnel services and related benefits Operating services Travel and other charges Capital outlay lotcrgovernmental TOTAL EXPENDITURES EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 
FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

See notes to financial statements 3 

$ 8.263 786,778 528,489 15,655 42,565 52.982 434.732 
953,214 146,239 8,268 26,251 9.781 
290,979 
$_ 87o.074 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CtlALMETTE. LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CllANGES IN FUND BALANCE-BUDGET AND ACTUAL 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 

REVENUES: Licenscs and permits Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Fees for copies of documents Miscellaneous Use of money and property - interest earnings TOTAL REVENUES 
EXPENDITURES: General government: Personnel services and related benefits Operating services Travel and other charges Capital outlay ]otergovemmcntal TOTAL EXPENDITURES 
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

B~ 
$ 7,000 721,000 426,000 12,000 40,000 49.000 

961,300 137,300 9,900 28,000 9.500 1.146.000 
FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 579.095 FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR $ 688,09_5 

See notes to financial statements 4 

Variancc Favorable Actual [Unfavorable~ 
$ 8,263 $ 1,263 786.778 528,489 15,655 42,565 =\29,98282 

65,778 102,489 3,655 2,565 ~982 ~34.732 17p.732 
953,214 146,239 8,268 26,251 9~Z81 
290,979 579.095 $ 870,074 

8,086 (8,939) 1,632 1,749 __~281) 2.247 
181,979 
$ 181,979 



INTRODUCTION 

ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CIlALMETTE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts, and has othcr dutics and powers provided by law. The clerk of court is clected for a four-year term. 
A. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES Basis of presentation - The accompanying financial statements of the St. Bernard Clerk of Court have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is thc accepted standard- setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. Rc~)grt~tit~,, - As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the St. Bernard Parish Council is the financial reporting entity for St. Bernard Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary govcrnmcnt (council), (b) organizations for which the primal, government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to bc misleading or incomplete. Govermnental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for detemlining which component units should be considered part of the St. Bernard Parish Council for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting cutity is financial accountability. Tile GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the council to impose its x~4ll on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the council. Organizations for which the council does not appoint a voting majority but arc fiscally dependent on the council. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relatianship. 
(Continued) 5 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 (Continued) 
OUNTING POLICIES - Continued SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT AC 

R_cporting enti_ty - Continued Because the parish council pays certain operating expenditures of the clerk's office as required by Louisiana law, the clerk of court was determined to be a componeut unit of the St. Bernard Parish Council, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the clerk of court and do not present information on the council, the general government services provided by that govcrumental unit, or the other government units that comprise the financial reporting entity. Fund accounting - The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government fuuctions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand. an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accour~tability for certain assets and liabilities that arc not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) and fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds are described as follows: General Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of the clerk of court and accounts for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the clerk's off~ce arc accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. Agency Funds The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Agency Funds account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurcnlent of results of operations. Basis of_~account~ - Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures arc recognized in the accounts and reported iu the financial statcments. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The goverumental funds arc accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The accompanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of aceoanting. The govermnental funds use the following practice in recording revenues and expenditures: 
(Continued) 6 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CtlALMETTE. LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 (Continued) 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued 
Basis of accounting - Continued Rcvenucs Recordings, canccllations, court attendance, criminal cost. etc., are rccorded in the 3'ear in which they arc earned. Interest income on investments is recorded when tile investments have matured and the income is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. Expcnditurcs 
Expenditures are generally recorded under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Budget practices - The proposed budget for the 1998 fiscal year was made available for public inspcction at the clerk's office on June 5, 1997. The proposed budget, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published in the official journal 7 days prior to the public hearing. The budget hearing was held at the clerk's office on June 6, 1997. The budget is legally adopted and amended, as necessa~', by the clerk. The budget for the 1998 fiscal year was amended, adopted and published in tile official journal on March 27, 1998. All appropriations lapse at year end. Formal budget integration (within the accounting records) is employed as a management control device. Budget amounts included in the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. Cash and cash equivalents - Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the clerk of court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organizcd under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. Uncollectible accounts receivable - The clerk of court uses the allowance method to account for uncollectible accounts receivable. The allowance for uncollectible accounts is based on prior years experience and managemcnt's analysis of possible bad debts. Bad debt recoveries arc charged against the allowance account as realized. Tb.e clerk of com~. considers all accounts rcceivablc at June 30, 1998 to bc fully collcctiblc. Accordingly, no allowance for uncollectible accounts is required. 

(Continued) 7 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CIIALMETTE. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 (Continued) 

A. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued 

The account group is not a fund. It is concerned only with the measurement of financial position and does not involve the measuremcnt of results of operations. Com~ens_atcd absences - Employees of the clerk of court's office earn two weeks vacation Icave and up to four weeks sick leavc each year. The leave time accrues on a calendar year basis and must be used in the calendar year earned and is not payable upon separation from service. The accrued accumulated leave which had been unused by employees at June 30, 1998 has been included in the long term liability account group in the accompanying financial statements. 

Use of estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported anlounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent asscts and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported anmunts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 

(Continued) 8 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CitALMETTE. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 (Continued) 
B. CASH AND CASH EOU1VALENTS At June 30, 1998, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $2,077,960 as follows: 
Checking accounts Time deposits Savings passbooks Total Deposits Undepositcd Funds TOTAL 

$1,155,221 650,000 __247,888J 2,o53,1o2 24.858 $2_,077,960 The deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, the deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These sccurities are held in the nanae of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At June 30, 1998, the clerk has $2,154,348 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits arc secured from risk by $357,895 of federal deposit insurance and $3,400,000 of pledged securities hcld by tile custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even though the pledged securities arc not considered collateral under the provisions of GASB Statement 3 (Category 3), Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutoD, requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
C. RECEIVABLES The receivables of$11,138 at June 30, 1998, are as follows 
Regular Court Attendance Criminal Court Costs 

Governmental Fund - General Fund $ 7,864 1,360 
Fiduciary. Funds - Agency Funds $ 34 

$ ] ].H~104 $ 34 
(Continued) 9 

Total ~Memorandum On131) $ 7,898 1,360 ~L880 $11,138 
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ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 (Continued) 
CHANGES 1N GENERAL FIXED ASSE A summary of changes in general fixed assets (office furnishings and equipment) follows Balance, July 1, 1997 Additions - purchased by General fund Parish council Disposals Balance, June 30, 1998 
E. PENSION PLAN 

$206.253 26,251 19,018 (1_6,754_) 

Substantially all employees of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court are nmmbcrs of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement mid Relief Fund (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. All regular employees earning at least $500 per month who are under the age of 60 at the time of origina employwncnt are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service are entitled to aJa annual retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary, is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the full benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits arc established by state statute. Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. As provided by Louisimm Revised Statute 11:103, the employer's contributions arc determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal ),ear. 

(Continued) 10 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

E. pENSION PLAN - Continued 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 (Continued) 

The following provides certain disclosures for the clerk and the retirement system 
St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court Total current-year payrol Total current-year covered payroll - employer Total current-year covered payroll - employees (excluding DROP wages) Actuarially required contribution Dollar amount Percent of total actuarially required contribution ofal participating employers and employees 
Contributions Employees Employer TOTAL 

Required ___by_ Statute 
8.25% 10.00 $ 52,093 70.160 

Year Ended June 30. 1998 $~3~ 
$6~424 
ShJ33o 
Actual Contribution 
$ 52,093 70.160 18.25% $J 22~2 2~3 $12_2~253 

The required and actual employer contribution rates ~,~ere 11.00% and 11.50% for June 30, 1997 and 1996, respectively. 

(Continued) 11 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CItALMETTE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

E. PENSION PLAN - Continued 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 (Continued) 

Actuarial information about the System for its most recent year available, the year ended June 30, 1997, is presented below. Louisiana Clcrks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund 
Estimated payroll for current ),ear Actuarially required contributions Aetuarially required contribution for dedicated taxes Dollar amount 
Percent of estimated payroll Actuarially required contribution for employers and employees Dollar amount Percent of estimated payro Total actuarially required contribution 
Dollar amount Percent of estimated payro 

(Continued) 12 

$48.901.964 
$ 3,309,723 
6.77% 

$ 4,290,223 8.77% 
$ 7,599,946 15.54% 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE, LOUISIANA 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

E. PENSION PLAN - Continued 

F 

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 (Continued) 
Clerks of Court and Relief Fund - Continued 

Net assets, fair value Pension benefit obligation Unfunded pension benefit obligation 
$131,204,391 189.475.992 $ 58,271,601 The pension benefit obligation is a standardized measure of the present value of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of projected salary increases and step-rated benefits, estimated to bc payable in the future as a result of employee service to date. The measure, which is the actuarial present value of credited projected benefits, is intended to help users assess the System's funding status on a going-concern basis, assess progress made in accumulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due, and make comparisons among PERS and employers. The System does not make separate measurements of assets and pension benefit obligations for individual employers. Historical trend information showing the System's progress in accumulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due is presented in the System's comprehensive annual financial report. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksomc Avenue, Suite B1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. The St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court does not guarantee the bcncfits granted by the System 

THER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS The St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing hcalth care and life insurance benefits for retired employees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees arc provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums arc paid jointly by the employees and the clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (the clerk's portion of the premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due. The cost of such premiums borne by the clerk of court for both active and retired participants amounted to $119,681 for 1998. These benefits are provided in accordance with the provisions of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief System in which the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court's office participates as described in note E. 

(Continued) 13 



ST. BERNARD PAR1SIt CLERK OF COURT CIIALMETTE. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED JUNE ~ 1998 (Continued) 
F. OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS - Continued The cost of providing these benefits for the 10 retired participants for the year ended June 30, 1998 is as follows: Retirees' contributions Clerk of Court's contributions Total contributions 
G. CItANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES A summary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency funds: Advance deposit Registry of court TOTAL Advance Deposit Fund 

UnseUled Deposits Beginning of Year $ 978,468 1 231 76_7 
Additions $1,304,668 279.719 

$10,227 !0~22S $20,454 

Reductions $1,366,250 1.228.733 

Un~:ettled Deposits End of Year $ 916,886 28Z753 $2_.~_21 ~0 23._.~5 $~4 3,!8_7 $2,594,98~. $.1,199,639_ 
The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits flied by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. Registry of Court Fund 
The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds that have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. Withdrawal of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 

(Continued) 14 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

H. EXCESS FUND BALANCE 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 (Continued) 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of office) the clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the last year of the clerk's term of office. At June 30, 1998, there was no amount due the parish treasurer as this was not the last year of the clerk's four-year term of the office, and no determination of the amount that will be due, if any, can be made at this time. 
1. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS Thcre were no litigation or claims outstanding at June 30, 1998, in which the clerk of court's office was involved. 
J. EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY THE PARISH COUNCIl Certain operating expenditures of the clerk's office arc paid by the parish council and are not included in the accompanying financial statements. These expenditures are summarized as follows: Operating services less court attendance Capital outlay TOTAL 

15 

$32,132 19~918 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CIIALMETTE, LOUISIANA 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE. LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES 

ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances arc refundab]e to the litigants after all costs have been paid, REGISTRY OF COURT FUND 
The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds that have becn ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. Withdrawal of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 

17 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Receivables TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABIL!TIES_ Unsettled deposits 

ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE, LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS CO51BINING BALANCE StlEETS JUNE 30. 1998 
Advance Deposit Fund 
$916,852 34 $9.__16,8~6 

Registry of Court Fund Total 
$282.753 $2.fi2,75~ $1,199,605 __ ~)4 $1.199.639 

$9__1~88.~6 $28_2.75.3 $J~199,639 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE, LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS STATEMENTS OF CItANGES IN UNSETTLED DEPOSITS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 
Advancc Deposit Fund UNSETTLED DEPOSITS, BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 978~4688 

ADDITIONS: Deposits: Suits and successions Judgments Interest earnings on investments TOTAL ADDITIONS 
SUBTOTAL 

REDUCTIONS: Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) Settlements to litigants Attorney, curator, and notary fees Sheriffs fees Judges' supplemental compensation fund Judicial Clerk's fund Parish Council Other reductions TOTAL REDUCTIONS 

1,304,668 
1.304.668 

Registry of'Court Fund _ Total $1,231,767 $2,210,235 
265,510 14.209 279.719 

1,304,668 265,510 _14,209 3284287 2~2283.136 1,5~4_86 3~ 794,622 
747,334 207,598 33,311 200,442 41,258 72,525 44,983 18.799 1 366 250 

1,228,777 

__~44) 1.228.733 

747,334 1,436,375 33,311 200,442 41,258 72,525 44,983 __ 18~755 2~5~83 UNSETI'LED DEPOSITS, END OF YEAR $ 916 886 $ 282,753 $1,199,639 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CItALMETTE, LOUISIANA SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 
We have audited the general-purpose financial statements of the St, Bernard Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the )'ear ended June 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated September 22, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governmcnt Auditing Stm~dards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Slates. Our audit of the financial statements as of June 30, 1998 resulted in an unqualified opinion. 
Section l Summary of Auditor's Reports a. Report on internal Control and Compliance Material to the Financial Statements Internal Control Material Weaknesses __ Yes X_ No Reportable Conditions ____ Yes X No Compliance Compliance Issues Material to Financial Statements __ Yes X No b. Federal Awards- None c. Identification of Major Programs - None 
Section 11 Financial Statement Findings - No matters were reported 
Section 111 Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs - None 



ST. BERNARD PARISH CLERK OF COURT CHALMETTE. LOUISIANA 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL-PURPOSE FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENTA UDITING ,TTANDARI)A" YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1998 



Bain, FreibatJm, Sagona & Co., L.L.P. Certified Public Accountants and Consultants 
Gus Freibaum, Jr., CPA* EIlioll M. gain, CPA* Nick O. Sagona, Jr., CPA* David J. Bourg, JD, ('PA* Gregory J. |toHicr, CPA* *A P[ofcssiollal Accounting, Corporation 

MI~MI~I~R Amcrican Inslitute of ('PAx Society of Ix~uisiana CPAs |'rivale Companies Praclicc Section of file A[CfJA Division for C[~A ["il ms Accounling Groul~ lnlernaliollal (Associales in Principal Cities Worldwide) 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR "S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND N INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL-PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITtt GOVFJUgMFNT A UI)IT1NG STANI)ARI)S 

Honorable Lena R. Tortes St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court Chalmette. Louisiana 
Wc have audited the general-purpose financial statements of the St. Bernard Parish Clerk of Court (the Clerk) as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated September 22, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in the Government Auditing Standards', issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Com~Miance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk's financial statements arc free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement anaounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. lntcrnal Control Over Financial Rcnort In planning and performing out audit, we considered the Clerk's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not he detected within a timely period by employees in the nonnat course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 
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This report is intended for the information of management and the legislative auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Certified Public Accountants September 22, 1998 


