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Independent Auditor's Report 

I IONOI-tAB1J; CI.YI)E C. IlIGtITOWER, CLA CLAIIK)RNI~ F'ARISII ASSb;SSOR 11onmr, l.ouisiana 
I have audited file general ptu'pose financial statements of tile Claiborne l'arish Assessor, a eompouent unit of the Claiborne Parish Police Jury, as of l)ecember 31, 1999, and for the year then ended, as lisled ill the table of contents. These general lluvpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Claiborne l'arish Assessor's managemenl. My responsibilily is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on my audR. 
1 conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by tile Comlllrollcr General of the Untied Stales. Those slandards require lhat I plan and perform tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whelller tile general purpose financial statements are frec of lnaterial misstatement. An audit includes exalnining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tile anlounls and disclosures in the general purpose financial statcmenls. An audit also includes assessing tbe aecounling principles used and significant estimates made by managcmem, as well as evaluating Ihe overall general purpose financial slalelllen[ presentation. I believe that my audil provides a reasonable basis for ]lay opinio, n. 
In my opinion, tile general pro'pose financial statemenls referred Io above prcsenl lairly, ill all material rCslleCts, tile financial positioll of the Claiborne I>arish Assessor as of l)ecember 31, 1999, and tile results of operations for the year then ended in conl'onnity witll generally accepted accounting principles. 
In accordance witb Government Auditing Standards, I bave also issued reports dated leebruary 24, 2000, on my consideration of the Claiborue I'arisb Assessor's inlernal control over financial reporting and my tests of its compliance wilb certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grauls. 
West Mollroe, l.ouisiaua I:cbrual'y 2d, 2000 
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GI'~NERAL PURPOSE FINANC1AI~ STATEMI~;N'FS (OVERVIEW) 



 

CI.A1BORNI~ PARISI I ASSESSOR 11omer, Louisiana AIJ~ FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

ASSFTS Cash and cash cquivalenls P, cceivable - ad valorem Office furnishings and equipment I'OTA1 , ASSETS 

Balance Sheet, December 31, 1999 

IJABII,ITIES AND FUND EQUITY I.iabilitics - accounls payable Fund Equily: hlveslnlenl in general fixed assels Fund balance - tmrcservcd - undesignated Tolal Fund Iiquily I'OTAI. I.IAIIII JTII:~S AND I:ldNI) I'QUITY 

ACCOUN" GI~,OU p - GOVERNMI~NTAI. GI~NERAI FUNI) TYPI~ - FIXl'l) GENIiRAI, FUNI) ASSETS 

hc accompanyhlg notes are an integral part of this slatcmen! 
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$315,440 248,375 $74,902 

Statement A 

TOTAl, (MI'~MORANI)U M ONI,Y) 
$315,440 248,375 74.902 $563,815 $74,902 $638,717 

$306 $74,902 563,509 
$306 74,902 563,509 563.509 74.902 638.41 $563,815 $74,902 $638,717 



 

C1.AIBOI/NE I'ARISII ASSESSOR ] Iomor, l.ouisiana GOVERNMF~NTAL FUNI)TYPE - GI~NERAI~ FUNI) 
Slalement of Revenues, F.xpenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - P, udgct (GAAP Basis) and Actual For tile Year Ended December 31, 1999 

REVEN [JES Ad valorem taxes hl{ergovernmenlal revenue: Stale revenue sharing Compensation from taxing bodies Fees, charges, and commissions lk~r services Use of lnoney and l'n'operty - interesl earnings Other revenue Tolal l'evcnllcS I,;XPENI)I TIJRES General government - taxation: l'ersonal services and related benefits Operaling services Malerials and supplies Travel and oilier charges Capital outlay Tolal expendilures EXCESS (Deficiency) OF RI,:VI,3NUES OVER I~:XI~ENI)ITURI';S F[JNI) BAI,ANCI,; AT BEGINNING OF YEAR IcUNI) BALANCI~ AT END OF YEAR 

$180,000 2,600 6.500 189,100 
195,000 18,000 6,000 15,600 234,600 

ACTUA 

Statemenl B 

VARIANCI~ I:AV()RAI'~I 3! (UN FAVOIe.AI'~I ,E) 
$268,385 $268,385 
8,025 232,288 2,638 7,258 953 519,547 
196,851 15,448 4,295 12,773 119 229,486 

(45,500) 290,061 260,000 273,448 

8,025 52,288 38 758 953 330.447 
(1,851) 2,552 1,705 2,827 (119) 5.114 
335,56 3,448 $214,500 $563,509 $349,009 

l'he accompanying notes are an inlcgral part of this slalemenl 



C1.AIBORNE PARISII ASSESSOR I lomer, l+ouisiana Noles 1o the Filmncial Slatcments As of and For lhe Year Ended December 31, 1997 
SUMMARY ()F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING PO1JCIES 
As provided by Arlicle VII, Section 24 o1" tim 1,ouisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessor is elected by tile w~lers of the parish and serves a term of lout years, beginning Jarluary 1 following the year in which elected. The assessor assesses all real and movable property in 0m parish, subject to ad valorcm laxatiou, prepares tax rolls, and subulils the rolls to the Louisiana Tax Commission and other governmental bodies as prescribed by law. The assessor is authorized 1o appoin| as many deputies as necessary for tile cfficienl operalion of his office and to provide assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. The deputies are authorized 1o perform all functions of the oll'icc, bul the assessor is officially and pecuniarily responsible for Om actions of the deputies. At I)ecembcr 3 I, 1999, there are 40,962 real, movable and public service assessment listings totaling $80,951,660. This represents an increase of 3,300 assessment listings. The total assessed valuation increased by $5,478,580. 
A. REI'OR'I'ING ENTITY 
As the governing authority of the parish, R~r reporting purposes, tile Claibornc Parish l'olice Jury is Ihe financial reporting entity for Claiborne Parisl'l. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) Ihc primary goverumenl (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such lhat exclusion would cause lhe reporting enlity's financial statements 1o be misleading or incon'q'dclc. Governmental Accountiug Standards Board (GASB) Statemenl No. 14 establishes criteria lor dctcrmining which cumponent traits should bc considered part of the Claiborne Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a potential compunent unit within lhe reporting entily is flnarlcial accountability. The GASB has sel forth criteria 1o be considered in determining fium~cial accounlabili0,. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and; 



CI.AIBORNI" I'ARISII ASSESSOR l Iomcr, I.ouisiana Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 
b 
The ability of thc police jury that organization and/or; 
The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to o1 impose specific finallcial burdens on thc police jury. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations lor which the reporting entity financial statements would bc misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because tile police jury maintains and operates tile parish courthouse ill which the assessor's office is located, the assessor was determined to bca component unit of the ('laiborne Parish Police 3ury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present inl'orulatioll only on the funds maintained by the assessor and do not present information on the police jury, the general govermrlenl services providcd by thai g, overnmcnlal unit, or lhe other governmental units thai comprise the financial reporting entity, 

B. FUNI) ACCOUNTING 
The assessor uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accountirlg is designed to den'lonslratc legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions ]'elated to COl'rain government functions o]" activities. 
A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balanciug set of accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. All account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability lot certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long lerm debt) thai are not recorded in the "funds" because lhey do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. They are concerned only with lhc nleasuremcnt of financial position, IIO[ with the llICastlrculeilt of rcstdls of operations. 
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CI.AIIK)RNI~ PAI",ISIt ASSESSOP, llomer, l.ouisiana Noles to the I:hmncial Statements (Continued) 
Funds arc clAssified into three categorics; governmental, proprietary, and fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is divided into separate 'Tund types". Governmental fimds are used to accotull for a goverlllnent's gellera] activities, where dm Ibcus of altcntion is on Ihc providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of allculion is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account lbr assets held for others. The assessor's current operations require only the use of govermnental funds (General Fund). Compensation received from the various taxing bodies, prescribed by forumla in l.,ouisiaua Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908, is accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

C GENERAI~ FIXEI) ASSETS AND I~ONG-TERM 1)EBT Fixed assets uscd in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted fur in tim general fixed assets accounl group, ralher than in the General Fund. Fixed assets provided by the police jury are not ~'ecorded in the gm~eral fixed assets account group. All fixed assets are valued at actual historical costs. Donated fixed assets are valued at their estimated fair market value on the date received. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 
The costs of normal lnaintenauce and repairs that do not add to the value of fixed assets or materially extend their useful liw'~s are not capitalized but are only recognized AS a normal current expenditure of the governmental funds. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. The assessor has no long-term debt at I)ecembcr 31, 1999. 

I). BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The financial rcporting tt'eatmcut applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resotllces lllOaSuleulen[ focus, With I]liS nlcasul'eulen[ ]()cus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operaling statements for these funds presenl increases (i.e., revenues and otlmr financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net CU]TeUl assets. 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used lot reporting all govcrmnental fm~d lypes. I)lldcr lhe modified accrual basis ofaccouuting, revenues are recoguizcd when 



CI.AIBOI~,NF. I)ARISll ASSESSOR I lomer, I .ouisiana Noles Io Ihe Financial Statements (Continued) 
susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they are both measurable and available). "Measurable" means Ihe an~ount of the transaction can be determined and "available" lneans collectible within the currcl|t period or soon enough lhereafler to be ttscd to pay liabilities of lhe current period. The assessor uses the following practices in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 
Revenues 
Ad valorem taxes and compensation from taxing bodies is recorded in lhe year the are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed oll a calendar year basis, become due when the tax roll is filed with the recorder of mortgages, and become delinquenl on December 31. Ad valorem taxes are generally collected in November and I)ccembcr of Ihe current year and January and February of the ensuing year. The compensation is generally collected il) ])ecember of lbe curl'enl year a/)d Jal)uary of ll)e el)suil~g yea/'. Fees for prcparing lax rolls are recorded in llle year prepared 
Interest inconle Oll time deposits is recorded when the time deposils have matured and the inconae is available. Interest incolne Oll demand deposits is recorded monlhly when the interest is earned and credited 1o the account. Based on the above criteria, ad valorem laxes, COlnpensation from laxing bodies and fees for preparing tax rolls have been treated as susceplible to accrual. 

Exl)enditures l';xpcnditul'es are generally recognized under the modified accrua basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 
I~UI)GI,'T I)RACT1CES 
The proposed budget for lhe General Fund, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, is made available for public inspeclion at least fifteen days prior (o the beginning of each fiscal year. The budget is then legally adollted by the assessor and amended during the year, as necessary. The budget is established and controlled by lhe assessor a! the objecl level ofexpendiltlre. Apllroprialions/apse at year-end and musl be 



CJ~AIB()RN]:~ PARISll ASSESSOR llonlur, I~ouisiana Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 
real~prol~rialed for tile following year to be cxpended. All changes in tile budget must be approved by lhe assessor. Budgeted amounts included in lhc accompanying financial statement include the original adopted hudgel amounts. 
F. CAStl Under state law, the assessor may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in tile union, or the laws of the United States. The assessor may invest in certificates and lime deposits of state banks orgardzed under l~ouisiana law and national banks having principal ofliccs in l,ouisiana. At December 31, 1999, the assessor has cash attd cash equivalents totaling $315,440, as follows: Demand deposits Time dcposils eta 

$85,440 230,(D0 $315,440 These deposits are stated at cosl, which approxiumtes market. Under slate law, these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, rnusl be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by lhe fiscal agent bank. The market value of lhe pledged securities plus Ihe federal deposit insurance must at all limes equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent, These securities are held in Ihe naruc of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or cuslodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parlics. Cash (bank balances) al l)ecember 31, 1999, are secured as follows: 

Federal deposit insurance Pledged securilics (uncollateralizcd) 
G. VACATION AND SICK LEAVE 

$325,6(13 $195,603 170,100 $365,703 
All employees are grautcd ten to fifteen days of noncunutlativc vacation leave each year, depending on length of service. Annual leave must be laken in Ihe year earned and cannol be carried lbrward to fulure years. F.mployees catlt loll days of sick leave each 



C|.AII~OP, NF+ PARISll ASSESSOR llomcr, lxmisiana Noles to the Financial Slatemcnls (Conlinued) 
year which may be accumulated to a maximum of thirty days. Employecs are not paid for accunndaled sick leave upon termination of employment. At l)eccmber 31, 1999, there arc no accumulated and vested benefits relating to vacation and sick leave that require accrual or disclosure. 
The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codificalion Section C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually taken. 

II. RISK MANAGEMEN'I The assessor is exposed to various risk of loss relaled 1o lorls; lhefl of, damage lo, and deslruction of assels and errors and omissions. To handle such risk of loss, the assessor maintains commercial insuralme policies coverh+g his automobile and surely bond coverage. No c/aims were paid on any of Ihc policies during lhe past three years which exceeded the policies' coverage amounls. There were no significant reductions in insurance coverage during the year ended December 31, 1999. 
TOTAl. CO1)UMN ON THE BA1,ANCE SHEET The Iolal colunm on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only to indicate Ihat it is presented only lo facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in Ibis cohmm does not present financial position in conformily with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

PIIINCI PAl, TAX PAYERS 
l'hc following are tl~c principal laxpaycrs for lbe parish al~d lhcir 1999 assessed valuation 

Marathon Oil Comfmny Texas Gas Transmission Corp la~dlow ('orporation 
1999 Assessed Valuatiolt $3,759,150 4,185,520 3,552,990 

Per CCIll of Total Assessed Valuation 4.64% 5.17% 4.39% 



CI.AII~()RNI'+' PARISI I ASSESSOR llomer, l+ouisiana Notes to IIie Financial Statelnenls (Cot+ltiuued) 

Duke Energy Field Services, lnc l'~nlergy l,ouisiana, lnc. I hint Oil Conll~any BcllSouth Tclecomnmnications Relianl l!ncrgy Transmission Ilerd Producing Colnpany, Inc. Claibort'~e Electric Co op., Inc. eta 
CItANGFS IN GENERAL FIXE1) ASSETS 

1999 Assessed Valuation $1,957,190 1,565,050 1,377,21(I 1,581,780 1,453,070 1,300,090 1,279,850 

2.42% 1.93% 1.70% 1.95 % 1.80% 1.61% 1.58% $23,291,750 28.77% 
The following presents changes in gcneral fixed assels (office furnishings and equipment) lor the 3,eat" ended I)ecember 31, 1999: +alaoce at Janaury 1, 1999 Additions l)elctions Balance at I)ecember 31, 1999 

4. I'FNSION PI,AN 

$74,929 119 046) .$74,902 
Substantially all employees of the Claiborne Parish Assessor's office are members of the Louisiana Assessor's Retirement System (system), a multipk>cmployer (cost sharing), public employee rctircmcul system (PIERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. 
All full-time employees who arc under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and arc not drawing retirement benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana are required to participate in the system, l~mployccs who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credited service are cntilled to a retirement bencfit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 pet" cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not |o exceed 100 pet" cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined nlonlhs that produce the highest average. I'+'mployees who Ictnlitmte wJl}l al leas/ 12 years of service and do not wilhdraw lheir employee conlri/)ttliolls t'nay relire 
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CI.AII3OI~,NF~ PARISII ASSESSOP, llomer, lxmisiana NolCs to tile l:inancial Slalcn/cDls (Conlinucd) 
al or after age 55 and receive lhe benefit accrued to thcir dale of termination death and disability benefits. 13cnefils are established by state statute. 
The Syslem issucs an annual publicly available rcporl that includes financial slatcmcnls and required supplemenlary information for lhe Syslem. Thai report may be obtained by writing to the l.ouisiana Asscssol"S ReliremenI System, Post Office Box 1786, Shreveport, l.ouisiana 71166-1786, or by calling (318) 425-4446. Plan mcmbms arc required by slale slatule to contribute 7.00 per cent of their annual covered salary and the Claiborne Parish Assessor is required to contribute al all aeluarially determined talc. The rate was 7.00 per cent of covered payroll. Contributions lo the systcnl include one--fum'lh of one per cent (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of tile taxes shown to be collcclible by the tax rolls of each parish, plus revenue sharing funds appropriated by tile legislature. The contribution requirements ol'plan members and Ihe Claiborne Parish Assessor are established and may be amended by stale statute. As provided by l~ouisiana Revised Statute 1 I : 103, tile employer contributions are determined by acluarial valuation and arc subject to change each year based on lhe results of lhe valuatiun for file prior fiscal year. The Claiborne Parish Assessor's contributions to the system for the years ending December 31, 1999, 1998, 1997, were $8,555, $7,842, and $7,429, respectively, equal lo lhe required coulribulions for each year. 

5. POST RET1REMI~;NT I~ENEIqTS 
Thc Claiborne Parish Assessor provides certain continuing hcallh care and lifc insurance bcncl'ils for ils relircd employees. Substantially all of the assessor's employees become eligible fur these benefils if they reach normal reliremem age while working for lhe assessor. These benefils for l'clirees and similar benefits for active employees arc provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid joinlly by tile employee and lhe assessor. The assessor recognizes the cost of providing tile benefits (assessor's eosl of prcmiunls) as an expenditure when tile monthly premiums arc paid. l:or the year ended December 31, 1999, the total amounl of l)remiunls paid was $40,202, while Ihc amounl paid for retirees Iolalcd $10,642. 

6. 1JTIGATION AND CLAIMS 
At l)cccmbcr 31, 1999, Ihc Claiborne l'arish Assessor is involved ill one lawsuil however, lhc suit does not stale any II/onelary damages. 
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CI.AII~()RNI'; PARISI 1 ASSI,;SSOR Ilomer, l.ouisiana Notes to tile Financial Stalcmenls (Continucd) 
I,'XI'I,;NI)ITURES OF THE ASSESSOR'S OFI;I(2E PAll) BY TIlE POLICE JURY The Claiborne Parish Assessor's office is located in tile parish courthouse. The cost of naintaining and operating the courthouse, as required by Louisiana Revised Slatutc 33:4713, is paid by he Claibornc Parish Police Jury. 



Independent Auditor's Reports Required by Go~,elwment Auditing Standards 
The lbllowing independent auditor's reports on compliance with laws and regulations, and internal conlrol over financial reporting are presented in compliance with the requirements of (;overnmenl At~diling Sland~lrds, issued by tile Comptroller General of tile United Slates, and the l,ouisiw~a Go~'ernmenlal Audil Guide, issued by the Society o|" 1.ouisiana Certified Public Accountants and the l.ouisiana Legislalive Auditor. 
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lndel)endenl Auditor's llel)ort on Colnpliante and Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

CI~AII.~ORNE I)ARISII ASSF, SSOR I Iomcl-, ] ,ouisiana I have audited the general purpose linancial slatemenls of the Claibornc I'arish As.,;essor .~s of aJ)d for Jl}e year ended December 3J, 1999 and have issued n)y rcl)orl thereon dated February 24, 2000. I conducted my audit in accordance wilh generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audils conlained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Complrollcr General of Ihc United Slalcs. 
Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Claiborne l'arish Assessor's financial slatclllcnts arc free of material misslalclnelll, I performed lcsls o1 ils compliartce with cerlain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and granls, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on Ihc determination of financial aulounls, llowever, providing an opinion oF~ Compliance with those provisions was not an objcctivc of my audit and, accordingly, I do not cxprcss such aJ} opillioJ}. "J'bc I'Cstllls of my lesIs dJsclo,~ed 11o Juslaucos ofl)oncompliancc II)a| ate required to be reported under Govermnent Auditing Standards. 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing my audit, 1 considered thc Claib()rnc Parish Assessor's intcrnal control over financial reporting in order lo delermine my auditing procedures for the purl',ose of expressing my opinion on the financial stalelnents and not to provide assm'ancc on the internal control over financial rcporlin~. My consideration of the internal control over final~cial rcporling would not necessarily disclose all lnallClS ill the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the dcsiga or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a rclalivcly low level the risk Ihat misstatements in amounts thai would be material in rclatiun 1o the financial statements being mlditcd may occor and nol be deleclcd will)in a timely 1)crh)d by cml)loyccs "m the norrnal course of performing their assigned flmclions. 1 n(lled no mailers invoMng the intcrnal control over financial reporting and its opcralioll thai I consider lo bc material weaknesses. 
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CI,AII~ORNI'~ PARISIt ASSESSOR 1 Iomcr, 1 x)uisiana Independent Audilor's Report on Compliance And Inlcrnal Control Over Financial Reporling, etc l)cccmber 31. 1999 
This reporl is inlended solely for lhe inlbrmalion and use of the Claiborne Parish Assessor and managemenl of the assessor's office and is not intended to bc and should not be used by anyone olhcr !han these specified parties. 
February 24 , l~ouisiana 2000 
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Claibornc Parish Asscssor 1 Iomer, 1 ,ouisiana Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs For the Yea)" Ended December 31, 1999 
A. SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

Sche(hile I 

The auditor's repor! expresses an unqualified opinion on lhe general purpose financia statcmcnts of !he Claibornc Parish Assessor. 
No instanccs of noncompliance material to the financial statements of the Claibornc Parish Assessor were disclosed during the audi!. No reportable condi!ions relating 1o the audit of the financial stalcmcnls arc rcporlcd in lhc Independent Auditor's Reporl on lnlcrnal Conlrol Over Financial F',cporling. 

HNI)INGS - FINANCIAI~ STATEMENTS AUI)FI None 
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Claiborne Parish Assessor Ilomer, l~ouisiana 
Summary Schcdulc of Prior Audit Findings For thc Ycar l",ndcd December 31, 1999 

Schedule 2 

There wcrc no audit findings rcporled in the audi! for !he year ended l)cccmbcr 31, 1998 


