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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 
}]onorabJe Robert E. Connor Cameron Parish Assessor Cameron. Louisiana 

Dollorl McRight, MBA, CPA 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Cameron Parish Assessor, Cameron, Louisiana, as of and Jot the years ended December 31, 1996 and 3995, as listed in the tabJ< of co~itents. These genera] purpose financial statements a:]:'e the responsibility of the Assessor. Our ~-esponsJbility is to express an opinion on these general purpose fi[nancial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditinq standards and government auditing standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about; whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose' ~inancJa] statements. An attdit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall genera] purpose financia] statement presentation. We believe that our audit: provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. ]hi our opinion, the general purpose financial statements ~eferred to above present fairly, in all material respects, t:he fJnancia] position of the Cameron Parish Assessor, Cameron, Louisiana, as of December 31, 1996, and the results of JLs operations for the two years then ended in conformity with g~_~rteral]y accepted accounting principles. 
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CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON, LOUISIANA COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP DECEMBER 31, 1996 ASS~S 

Cash (Note 5) Investments, at cost (Note 5) Ad Valorem Tax Receivable Other Receivable State Revenue Sharing Receivable Equipment (Note 2) Total Assets 

Governmental Fund ~e_ General Fund $ 75,568 200,000 280,674 8,797 3,602 
$568,641 

L ! A B_ i ]h ~ _T Z E_ S A N_ I) F H N D E ~ !! I 21 X Liabilities: Accounts Payable 
Total Liabilities 
J.n General Fixed Fund Balance: Unreserved -- Undesignated Tota] Fund Equity Total Liabilities and Fund Equity 

568,641 568,641 
$568,641 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



Account Group 
Fixed Assets 

53,58r/ 53,587 

53,587 
53.587 
$ 53,587 

Total _[Memo:candum Only) 
1996 1995 59,527 200,000 247,079 3,778 52.155 622,228 562,539 

0 
0 
53,587 5689~_6J1 622~_22_8 

0 
0 
52,155 510,384 562,539 

$ 622,228 562,539 



 

CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON L LOUISIANA STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGI:!S N FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND FOR ]'HE YEARS ENDED DECEMBFR 31, 1996 AND 1995 
REVENUES Taxes - Ad valorem State Revenue Sharing Informational Services Interest Appropriations - Capita] TOTAL REVENUES EXPENDITURES Genera] Government Current: Operating Salaries Assessor Deputies Other Insurance Benefits Retirement Benefits Unemployment Benefits Bank Fees Expense Allowance Travel Expense Auto Supplies office Supplies Professional Services Other Insurance Dues, Ads & Subscriptions Equipment Expense Postage Te]ephone Capital outlay TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

1996 $290,940 5,588 6,511 14,340 290 
1995 $245,000 5,667 2,000 20,824 

317, 669 273,491 
46,740 108,000 7,754 29,519 8,666 104 168 4,674 9,200 2,391 6,095 16,457 1,716 3,119 10,628 1,272 3,477 1,432 261,412 
58,257 510,384 Fund Balance at end of year 568,641 

46,740 i04,]60 34, 8, 752 805 
4,674 [[0,033 1,866 6,858 15,675 1,671 4,452 4,832 4,309 5,713 1,290 255,830 
17 661 492 723 510 384 The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON LOUISIANA STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES N FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND TYPE FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 
REVENUES Taxes - Ad valorem Interest Informational Services State Revenue Sharing Appropriations - Capital TOTAl, REVENUES EXPENDITURES Current Operating Sa].aries Assessor Deputies Other Insurance Benefits Retirement Benefits Un emp ] oyme.nt Benefits Bank Fees Expense Allowance Travel Expense Auto Supp]ies OffJ ce Supplies Professional Services Other Insurance Dues, Ads & Subs. Equipment Expense Postage Te i ephone Capital Outlay TOTAI, EXPENDITURES Excess of revenues over expend J tures Fund Balance at beginning 

BUDGET $250,000 16,000 6,000 5,800 500 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE ACTUAL (UNFAVOR.) $290,940 ]4,340 6,511 5,588 290 
40,940 (],660 511 ( 212 ( 2i0 27_8~3 o o 317,669 15 I~/2A91 

46,740 1]0,000 8,000 30,000 8,800 5OO 150 4,674 9,000 2,400 6,000 23.,500 1,500 3,000 11,000 3,500 3,600 ]:.,500 269,864 8,436 510,000 

46,740 108,000 7,754 29,519 8,666 104 168 4,674 9,200 2,391 6,095 16,457 1,716 3,119 10,628 ],272 3,477 1,432 261,412 56, 510, 257 384 

2,000 246 481 134 396 ( 18 200) 9 (95) 5,043) ( 216) ( 119) 372 228 123 6s 8~452 47,821 384 Fund Balance at end of year 5]8,436 568,641 48,205 
The accompanying notes are an J~]tegral part of this statement 



INTRODUCTION 
CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL. STATEMENTS 

As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessors are elected by the voters of each parish, Orleans Parish excepted, and serve terms of four years. The assessors assess property, prepare tax rolls, and submit the rolls to the Louisiana Tax Commission as prescribed by law. The Assessor is authorized to appoint: as many deputies as may be necessary for the efficient operation of the office and provides assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. The deputies are authorized to perform all functions of the office, but the assessor is official]y and pecuniary responsible for the actions of the deputies. The Assessor's office is located in the Cameron Parish Courthouse in Cameron, Louisiana. The Assessor employs 5 employees, including 4 deputies. In accordance with Louisiana law, the assessor bases real and movable property assessments on conditions existing on January 1 of the tax year. The assessor completes an assessment listing by May 1 of the tax year and submits the list to the parish governing authority and the Louisiana Tax Commission as prescribed by law. Once the assessment listing approved, the assessor submits the assessment roll to the parish tax collector who is responsible for collecting and distributing taxes to the various taxing bodies. At December 31, 1996 property assessments totaled $:_2, 655, 989. 



1. A. 

CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES BASIS; OF PRESENTATION The accompanying component unit financial statements of the Cameron Parish Assessor have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) was established to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles and reporting standards with respect to activities and transactions of state and local governmental entities. 

B. REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the parish, fo:~ the purposes, the Cameron Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity Cameron Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is f_-_nancial accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their :relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entJty's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Cameron Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1 Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 



2 
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CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. jury does not fiscally dependent 

Because of one or more of the reasons stated above, the assessor was determined to be a component unit of the Cameron Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting unit. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the asses~;or and do not present information on the police juTy, the general government services provided by the governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 
C. FUND ACCOUNT] NG The assessor uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid fJnancia] management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. 
A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable availab]e financial resources 

i0 



General }'und 
CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The General Fund, as provide by Louisiana Revised Statue 13:781, is the principal fund of the assessor and is used to account for the operations of the assesso:r's office Compensation received from the various taxing bodies is accounted for in this fund. General operati~]q expenditures are paid from this fund. D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported im the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tiLming of the measurements made, :regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets, hd valorem taxes and interest revenues are treated as "susceptible to accrual". generally recognized under the modified accounting when the related fund liability 
B. BUDGET PRACTICES 

F. ENCUMBRANCES 
ted on a basis consistent with generally rinciples. Annua] appropriated budgets enera] FunS. All annual appropriations end. 

The Cameron Parish Assessor does not use encumbrance account ing. 
ii 



CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS G. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS Cash inc]udes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the assessor may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. H, PREPAID ITEMS 
I. FIXED ASSETS', Fixed assets used in the governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund when purchased. Fixed assets a]-e valued at historical cost and no depreciation has been provided on the general ~ixed assets. The account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only with the measurement of financial position and is not involved with measurement of results of operations. O. CO MP}~NSATED ABSENCES Accumulated unpaid vacation is recorded as an expenditure in the period paid. The amount of accumulated w~cation J s undetermined at this time, therefore, no provision has been made in the fJ.nancial statements. 

12 



CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The cost of current leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditures in the general fund when leave Js actually taken. The cost of leave privileges not requiring current resources i8 recorde8 in the general long-term obligations account: group. K. LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 

Gen obl int the L. FUND ~IZ~ ResE.-.rve S 

s expected to be financed from the in the general long-term ~ Expenditures for principal and g-Lerm obligations are recognized in 

Designated Fund Balance Designated fund balance represents tentative plans for future use of financial resources. 
M. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS The total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum On]y to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not p:.~esent financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither i[~ such data comparable to a consolidation. 

13 



CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL S'IATEMENTS 
2. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS Cbanges in general fixed assets are summarized as follows: 
Balance Additions Deletions 

1996 1995 beginning $52,155 1,432 
Balance - ending 

3. CASH AND RELATED INVESTMENTS At December 31, 1996, equivalents (book balances) Demand Deposits Time Deposits Total 

$50,865 1.290 
53,587 52,155 

the assessor has cash and cash totaling $275,568 as follows $ 75,568 2o~oooo 275,568 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pZedge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 3], 3.996, the assessor has $275,568 in deposits. These deposits are secured from risk by $175,568 of federal deposit insurance and the remainder is secured by pledged securities he]d by the custodSal bank 5n the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

14 



CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category @3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:].229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified by the assessor that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
4 ,, PENS]:ON PLAN Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Cameron Parish Assessor's office are members of the Louisiana Assessors Retirement System, a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. All full-time employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and are not drawing retirement benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credJted service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credJted service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, not to exceed i00 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 32 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contrJbutions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits~ Benefits are estab]Jshed by state statute. The System Jssues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be 

]5 



CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR CAMERON. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE 4 - PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED)_ 
Funding Policy. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.0 percent of their annual covered salary and the parish assessor is required to contribute at an actuaria]ly determined rate. The current rate is 5.0 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, plus revenue sharing funds appropriated by the legislature. The contribution requirements of plan members and the parish assessor are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions to the System for the years December 31, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $8,666, $8,805, and $8,352, respectively, equal to the required contribution for each year. 5,, EXPENDITURES OF THE ASSESSOR NOT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS INCLUDED IN THE 
The Cameron Parish Police Jury provided the office space and utilities for the Assessor's office for the year ended December 31, ]996. Expenditures for these items are not reflected in the accompanying financial statements. 6, AD VALOREM TAXES Ad valorem taxes are levied by October 1 at a rate of 2.15 mills and are due upon rece]pt of the tax bill and are delinquent ~f not paid before January ] of the following year. On January i, a tax lien attaches on property to secure the payment of all taxes, penalties, and interest ultimately imposed. 

16 



~or~cllc R, ~cRig'd, NIBA, CPA 11817 B~kksome Ave., ~itc [ 6olon Rouge, Loui~no 70816 {,'~H) 292-2041 L. ~llon McRk}bI, MBA, CPA 
COMPLIANCE REPORT BASED ON AN AUDIT OF COMPONENT UNIT FINANCIAL STATEMFINTS PERFORMED IN ACCOR[)ANCE WITH GOVERNMF.NT AUDITING STANDARDS 

We have audited the general purpose financial sta[:ements of Cameron Parish Assessor, Cameron, Louisiana, as of and for L.he year ended December 3]., 3.996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 19, 1997. ~q(~ conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted <~ic]it i~(~ st.~]~clards and Government AuditJn~ St.andards~ issu(~d ])y the Compt]-oller Genera]. of the United States. Those ~:L:e~dards ~-equire that we plan a;I]d perform the audit to c>]]taJ ~~ ]:'easonable assurance about whether the (.'omponent uni t f fna~ici~] statements are frec; of material misstatement. Complianee with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants app]Jcab]e to the Cameron Parish Assessor, Cameron, houisial]a, is the responsibility of the Assessor'~ u!~r]agement. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about wi~cther the component unit financial statements are free of tlt~terial misstatement, we performed tests of the Assessor' ~: compliance wit:h certain provisions of laws, regulations, c:o~]tracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to ])rovide an opinion on overall, compliance with such Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion ']'he results of our tests disclosed no instances of ~ioncomplJance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. for the information of the Assessor s office. However, this report Js a and its distributio~i is not limited 
}{atom Rouge, Louisiana June 19, 199V 
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11817 Bzickson~ Ave,, Suite [ Bobn Rouge, Loui.~no 7~tG L, Dolbn ~cRiqhl, 14E~,A, CPA RE'PORT ON THE INTERNAl. CONTROL STRUCTURE N ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS We liave audited the general purpose financial statements of Cameron Parish Assessor, Cameron, Louisiana, as of and for tlhe year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report tlnereon dated June 19, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditinq Standards, issued ])y the Comptlol]er General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The Cameron Parish Assessor is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objective of an internal control structure are to provide manageme~it with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or dJ spositJon, and that transactions are executed in accordance wJ th management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of component unit financial statements Jn accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and riot be detected. Also, projections of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of po]icies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the component unit financial statements of the Cameron Parish Assessor for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of[ the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether ti~ey have been placed Jn operation, and we assessed control risk in oi:der to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal ccntrol structure. Accordingly, we do not express: such an o>inion. 
; ;<,,:: ,: kr~cd<<m i~stible o[ Certilied Public A~,@nlo~ll!; on4 Sociely of [ouisio~o Cedilied Public Accouz~br~t~; 



We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. Reportable conditions are included in the attached "Schedule of Internal Control Structure Reportable Conditions~. 

for the information of the Assessor, s Office. However, this report is a and its distribution is not limited 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana June 19, 1997 
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CAMERON PARISH ASSESSOR Cameron, Louisiana SCHEDULI- OF' INTE'RNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE REPORTABLE CONDITION For the Year Ended ])ecember 31, 1996 
FDINDING: Inadequate segregation of duties CONDITION: The Assessor's staff is not large enough to permit an adequate segregation of employee duties for effective internal control over the purchasing (invoice approval, processing and general ]edger) and reporting (journal entry preparation, approval and recordation) cycles CRITERIA: The processing of purchases and journal entries under the control of one person represents a failure to segregate the incompatible accounting activities. EJ~FECT: The effect is such that errors, either intentional or unintentional, in the processing of purchases and journal entries could occur and not be detected in a timely manner and in the ordinary course of operations. CAUSE: The size of the Assessor's staff does not permit an adequate segregation of incompatible duties. RECOMMENI)AT~ ON : have suf fJcient duties. Therefo deficiency in th structure may no AUDITEE RESPONSE: The Assessor has noted this condition and has determined that the cost necessary to establish adequate segregation of duties is not justifiable at the current time 
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