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JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE D PENSION PLAN: PAROCHIAl, EMI'I,OYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM (PERS) (Continued) Description of Fundiug Policy Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one-percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish, except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parisbes. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. State statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer and employee contributions are determined by actuarial valuations for the prior year. For 1996 and 1995, tile actuarially determined employer contributions were 7.25% and 8.00%, respectively. The employees' contribution portion was 9.50% for 1996 and 1995. 

The Coroner's contribution requirements for 1996 and 1995 were $61,575 and $68,262, respectively. The amount reported below as "pension benefit obligation" is a standardized disclosure measure of the present value of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of proiected salary increases and any step.-rate benefits estimated to be payable in the future as a result of employee service to date. The measure is the actuarial present value of credited projected benefits and is intended to assist users in assessing the plan's funding status on a going-concern basis, assess progress made in accumulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due, and mal<e comparisons among ~:,overnment pension plans and employers. The System does not conduct separate measurements of assets and pension obligations for individual employers. The pension benefit obligation at December 31, 1995 for the System as a whole, determined through an actuarial valuation performed as of that date, was $762,893,530, of which $195,243,730 was non-vested and $567,649,800 was vested. The net assets available for benefits on tbat date (valued at market) were $647,645,108, resulting in an unfunded pension benefit obligation of $115,248,422. tlistorical trend information showing the PERS' progress in accumulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due is presented in the PERS' December 31, 1995 comprehensive annual financial report. The Coroner does not guarantee the benefits granted by the PERS. The above presented information was obtained from the annual actuarial valuation of the PERS. As of the date of issuance of this audit report, actuarial valuations for the PERS had not been completed for the year ended December 31, 1996. For this reason, 1996 information was noi available. 



 

We appreciate the confidcnce you have JEFFERSON PARISI! (.'ORONER'S OFFICE. please do not hesitate to co~aaet us. 

March 31, 1997 

placed in us by allowing us lo serve thc If we can assist you ill ally way with the above, 

A Professional Accounting Corporalion 



3"Ire Honorable Robmt E. Treuting, M.D Jefferson Parish Coroner's Office Harvey, Louisiana 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE for the two years elided December 31, 1996, we considered its internal control structure to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial stalements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. In addition, we perfiirmed tests of the JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE's compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 
During our an(lit, we noted certain immaterial instances of noncompliance with Jaws and regulations. Our findings are as follows: 

COMPLIANCE 'WITII BUDGET LAWS During 1995 and 1996, certain stipulations of the Local Government Budget Act were not followed as required under Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1301-1314. Specifically, the budget was not amended in 1995 mid 1996 which is necessary when total revenues, expenditures or fund balance within a fund have a 5% unfavorable variance from the total budgeted mnounts. Additionally, the budgets for 1995 mrd 1996 did not include a budget message signed by the preparer that noted a summary description of the proposed financial plan, policies, objectives, assumptions, budgetary basis and a discussion of the most importmlt features. Similar noncompliance issues regarding the provisions of tire budget act were noted in the audit report for the two years ended December 13, 1994. 
We recommend that at least once annually, the JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE review Imdgel to actual comparisons. At that time, management can decide if unfavorable variances of 5% or greater are likely to occur and, if it appears they will occur, a revised budget can be adopted. This report is inlended solely for the information and use of the management of the JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE. A }'lol~:ssion:ll AccotlllliH~ Colpolaliol] ~q()() "l Xx,'l! I ~l]~t'\V;ly (J('nlt'l 38%(I N. (:~ltlS~'\VUy I~]v(} Mctailic, I.A 70002 (50J) 855 5%22 FAX (S()l) g3% 5<,3% p.o. Hox 27 Rivclsidc I)tivc (:ovinglon, I,A 7043/I (5(Vi) 892 5850 I'AX (5()1) 892 59%6 ~*~Clll})~'I ~ll AICI)A Division [~11 CI'A [ell HIS ]lli~[[(' (:oill])0111cs Pla(lict' St'([i(>ll alld g[((] ['l;Itlit t' gt'~tioll ]III('III/IIiOHLII Allili:ltiOn k~ Jl}l At~otllllillg l:illHs Asso{ i lit'd, In( 



been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for tile purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion oil tile internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Our consideration of the internal conlrol structure would not necessarily disclose all matters ill tile internal control structure that might bc material weaknesses under standards established by the AmErican Institute of Cerlified Public Accountants. A materi~l weakness is a condition in which tile design or operation of one or more of tile internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audi|ed may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This reporl is intended for the information of management and others within the organization as well as the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. llowever, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

March 31, 1997 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 



JEFFERSON PARISti CORONER'S OFFICE 
December 31, 1996 

Audit of Financial Slalements 



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON TIlE INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERA[, PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMEI) IN ACCORI)ANCE WITII GOVERNMENTAUD1TING STANDARDS 
I tonorable Robert E. Treuting, M.D Jefferson Parish Coroner's Office l larvey, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of tile JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE as of December 31, 1996, and for the two years then ended, and have issued our report thereon dated March 31, 1997. 
We conductcd our audit in accordance with gencrally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perfonn the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the finm~cial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the JEFFERSON PARISll CORONER'S OFFICE as of and for the two years ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, wc obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have 



JEFFI,~RSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE E LEASFS The Coroncr recorded the following capital leases for equipment as an asset and an obligation in file accompanying financial slatements. At December 31, 1996, capilal leases consist of automobiles with a recorded value of $257,476. The following is a schedule of filture minimum lease payment value of the net minimum lease payments, as of December 31, 1996: _Ye~mAh~ltag 

1997 1998 1999 
Present value of net minimum lease payments 

Automobiles $ 22,357 17,026 __2.019 $ 41.402 
NOTE F CItANGES IN GFNERAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS During 1996, the Jefferson Parish Council agreed to loan the Coroner's officc $800,000 to aid in the completion of the new Forensic Medical Facility. This loan is to be repaid under the following schedule: 

1997 1998 1999 
No interest is being charged on this loan 

$ 200,000 300,000 300.000 $ 800.000 
The following is a summary of the long-term obligation transactions resulting from the issuance of debt agreements for the two years ended December 31, 1996: Long.-Term Obligations at January 1, 1995 Additions- 1995 Deductions - 1995 Long.-Term Obligations at January 1, 1996 Additions- 1996 l)educlions- 1996 
Long.-Term Obligations at December 31, 1996 

$ 17,427 44,421 23.041 38,807 822,416 19.821 $ 841A92 



 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED 1N ACCORDANCE WITH GO VERNMENT A UDITING STANDARDS 
1 lonorable Robert E. Treuting, M.D Jefferson Parish Coroner's Office I larvey, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE as of December 31, 1996, and for the two years then ended, and have issued our report thereon dated March 31, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Thosc standards require thai we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws and regulations applicable to the JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE, is the responsibility of the JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE's management. As part of obtaining, reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements arc free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE's compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
The results of out tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. We noted a certain immaterial instance of noncompliance that we have reported to the management of the JEFFERSON PAR1Stt CORONER'S OFFICE in a separate letter dated March 31, 1997. 
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JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE 1) ]'ENSION PLAN: PAIIOCII1AL EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM (PERS) (Continued) Plan Description and Provisions: (Continued) The amount of the retirement benefit, payable monthly for life is equal to three percent of the member's final-average salary multiplied by each year of creditable service. ttowever, for those employees who were members of the supplemental-p~an-only prior to January I, 1980, the benefit is equal to one-percent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned prior to January 1, 1980 and three-percent of final salary nmltiplied by each year of credible service after January 1, 1980. The retirement benefit may not exceed the greater of either one-hundred-percent of an employee's final salary or the final-average salary. Final average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months thai produce the highest average. Final salary is the employee's salary over the last twelve months of service. In lieu of terminating employment and accepting a service retirement allowance, any member of the plan who has been an active contributing member tbr one full year after becoming eligible for normal retirement may elect to participate in the deferred retirement option plan (DROP) for up to two years and defer the receipt of benefits. Upon commencement of participation in the plan, membership in the System terminates. During participation in the plan, employer contributions are payable but employee contributions cease. 
Disability Benefits A member is eligible to retire and receive disability benefits if he has at least 5 years of creditable service, is not eligible for normal retirement and suffers disability which has been certified by the State Medical Disability Board. The rate is three-percent of the member's final compensation multiplied by his years of creditable service under certain conditions outlined in the statutes. Survivor's Benefits Upon the death of a member with 5 or more years of creditable service, the Plan provides benefits for surviving spouses and minor children. Under certain conditions outlined in the statutes, the benefits range from 30 to 60 percent of the member's final compensation. 
If a member's employment is terminated before the member is eligible under PERS tbe member shall receive a refund of his member contributions. 



ASSE'I S 

JEFFERSON PARISI| CORONER'S OFFICE COMBINED BALANCE SHEET ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS December 31, 1996 

Cash ] nvestruents Receivables: Ad Valorem Taxes (Net of Allowance for Uncollectible Taxcs of $79,567) Stale Revenue Sharing Other Land, Buildings, Equipment and Automobiles Amount to be Provided fnr Retirement of General l,ong-Term Obligations 

LIAiIllATIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities Accounts Payable Accrued Expenditures Long-Term Debt Payable 
Total Liabilities 

und Type 
Genera 

Governmental Aecoont Groups 
$ 45,077 $ 
2,193,774 79,166 16,216 

General Fixed Assets 

5.705.662 

General Long-Term Debt Total 45.077 
2,193,774 79,166 16.216 
5.705.662 841,402 841.4(/2 $,2~334,233 $ 5,705,662 $o841,402 $_ 8,881,297 

$ 580,055 $ $ 106,513 
686~68 Fund Equity Investments in General Fixed Assets Fund Balances - Unreserved - Urtdesignated __1,_6_.4_21~65 Total Fund Equity 
5,705,662 

___1_.647,66_5_ __ 5,705,662 

_ 841,402 $ 580,055 106,513 841.402 841,402 1.527.970 
5,705,662 1.647.665 
_ 7,353~327 L 2.,.334..,_233 $ 5 705 662 $841,402 $ 8 881 297. 

The accompanying notes are art integral part of these financial statements 2 
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.JEFFERSON PARISll CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE G I,ITIGAT1ON At December 31, 1996, tbe Coroner is involved in a number of lawsuits, llowever, ill tile opinion of the Coroner's legal counsel, resolution of these lawsuits would not involve any material liability to the Coroner. 
NOTE It FORENSIC MEDICAL FACILITY ]'he Coroner purchased land and began construction on a new Forensic Medical Facility during 1993. The total expenditures on the new facility are $2,925,455 and $1,314,723 in 1996 and 1995, respectively. Contributions have been made by other parish entities that are specifically designated for this construction. 



Honorable Robert E. Treuting, M.D. JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE 
We have audited the accompanying combined balance sheet of the JEFFERSON PAR1Sll CORONFR'S OFFICE as of December 31, 1996, and statements of revenues, expenditures anti changes in fund balance for tile years ended December 31, 1996 and 1995. These financial statements are the responsibility of tile JEFFERSON PARlStt CORONER'S OFFICE management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and gow~rnment auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of tile JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE as of December 31, 1996 and the results of its operations for the two years then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated March 31, 1997 on our consideration of tbe JEFFERSON PARIStt CORONER'S OFFICE's internal control structure and a report dated March 31, 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

March 31, 1997 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 
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JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE C CItANGES IN GENEILAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in general fixed assets (equipment and automobiles) follows 

Balance, Janua~ 1,1995 Additions: 1995 1996 
Retirements 1995 1996 
Balance, December 31, 1996 
General fixed assets consist of the following 
Automobiles Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment Land and Building 
nvestment in General Fixed Assets 

$ 1,537,674 1,359,144 2,947,871 
139.027 $ 5,705,662 
$ 257,476 470,297 4.977.889 $ 5.705.662 

NOTE 1) PENSION PLAN: PAROCHIAL EMI'I.OYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM (PERS) Plan Description and Provisions: All of the Coroner's full time employees (28 hours or more per week) participate in the PERS, a multiple-employer, cost-sharing pension plan. The PERS is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All employees of the Coroner are members of Plan A. Total payroll, which equals covered payroll, for 1996 and 1995 was $849,313 and $828,608, respectively. Employees are eligible for normal retirement providing they meet one of the following criteria: I. Any age with thirty (30) or more years of creditable service 2. Age 55 with twenty-five (25) years of creditable service. 3. Age 60 with at least ten (10) years of creditable service. 



 



 



JFFFERSON I'ARISll CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS 
NOTE A SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES As provided by Article V. Section 29 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, Coroners are eleclcd by the voters of each parish for terms of four years. They must be a licensed physician, except in any parish in which no licensed physician will accept the office. The Coroner's office holds inquests and investigates all cases of sudden death, deaths due to unknown causes, deaths without attending physicians or other remedial treatments, or deaths in which there is suspicion as to the cause of death. In addition, the coroner has the right to order an autopsy in any instance where he feels it is necessary to determine the cause of death. 

Unlike other parish Coroners, whose operations are funded primarily by resources of the parish govcrning authority, the operations of the JEFFFRSON PAR1SIt CORONER'S OFFICE's are fimded primarily with Ad Valorem taxes that are paid directly to that office as provided by Louisiana Revised Slalute 33:1621. 
In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally accepted accounting principles and reporting standards with respect to activities and transactions of states and local governmental entities. The GASB has issued a codilqcation of governmental accounting and financial reporting standards. This codification and subsequent GASB pronouncements are recognized as generally accepted accounting principles for state and local govermnent. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared in accordance with such principles. 

RFPORTING ENTITY For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Statement 14, the Coroner includes all funds, account groups and activities that are controlled by the Coroner as an independently elected parish official. As an independently elected parish official, the Coroner is solely responsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring or retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Accordingly, the Coroner is a separate governmental reporting entity. Certain units of local government over which the Coroner exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the parish council, parish school board, other independently elected parish officials and municipalities within the parish are excluded fi'om the accompanying financial statements. These units of governments are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from that of the JEFFERSON PARISII CORONER'S OFFICE. 
ACCOUNTING ESTIMATES The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting l~rinciples requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 



JEFFERSON PARIStl CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE A SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 
FUND ACCOUNTING The accounts of the Coroner's Office are organized on the basis of a fired (General Fond) and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of the General Fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounls that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditm'cs. The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Coroner's Office and accounts for all financial activities. GI,~NERAL FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS Fixed assets are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the General Fund. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Long-term obligations are accounted for in the General l,ong-Term Debt Account Group, not in the General Fund. The two account groups are not funds. They are concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not with the measurement of results of operations. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The General Fund is reported using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The Coroner's accounts are maintained on a cash basis of accounting, tlowever, tire General Fund reported in the accompanying financial statements has been converted to the modified accrual basis of accounting using the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues Ad Valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad Valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15 of each year, and are considered delinquent on December 31. The taxes arc generally collected in December of the current year and January and February of the ensuing year. Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and interest is available. Substantially all other revenues are recognized when they become both measurable and available., to finance expenditures of the fiscal period. 
Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related liability is incurred, except for principal and interest on general long-term obligations, which are recognized when due. 



JEFFERSON PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE A SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) BUDGET PRACTICES The Coroner adopts an annual budgct for the General Fund on a modified accrual basis of accounting. All appropriations lapse at year end. The budget was not amended during tile year. CASIt AND INVESTMENTS Under state law, tile Coroner may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, inoney market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or national banks having their offices in Louisiana. At December 31, 1996, tile Coroner has cash (hook balance) totaling $45,077. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by Federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the Federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit wilh tile fiscal agent. Deposits (bank balance) at December 3 I, 1996 are categorized as follows: Bank Balance (Category 1) $ 48.03fi Category 1 includes bank balances which are insured by the Federal Deposit usurance Company. Dta'ing 1996 and 1995, the Coroner invested in U.S. Treasury Bills. These investments are considered to be Category 2 investments that are uninsured with securities held by the fiscal agent or its trust department in the Coroner's name. As of December 31, 1996, no Category 2 investments were owned by the Coroner. VACATION AND SICK LEAVE Employee,; of the Coroner's office earn thirty-five days of vacation and sick leave each year. Vacation and sick leave must be taken in the year earned. Upon terminafion of employment, all unused vacation and sick leave is forfeited There is no liability for unused leave payable at December 31, 1996. 
LEVIED TAX ES The Coroner was authorized and has levied a .56 mill Ad Valorem tax for 1989. Starting in /990, an additional Ad Valorem tax of I mill was authorized to extend for a period of ten years, for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, improving, providing, maintaining or operating forensic medical facilities. Accordingly, the Coroner was authorized and has levied a 1.56 mill Ad Valorem tax for 1990 and subsequent years. 


