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Charles powell, Chairman and Members of the Board of Directors Natchitoches Tax Commission P. O. Box 639 Natchitoches. LA 71458 

A NEILL JACKSON J~ (Ret.ed 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements and the combi and individual fund and account group financial statements of the Natchitoche~ Commission, Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of June 30, 1997, and for the year then ended listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility <f Natchitoches Tax Commission's management. Our responsibility is tc) express an opinic these financial stat(.~ments based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standard v issued by the Comptroller General of the urlJted St Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assu~ about whether the financial statements are iree of material misstatement. An a inch|des examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and dJsclosu~( tile financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall final statement presentation. We believe that: our audit provides a reasonable basis fc>* opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above presel]t f~l in all material respects, the financial position of the Natchitoches Tax ConlIIli-~!; NatchJtoches, Louisiana, as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations fol year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Also, ~i opinion, the combining and individual fund and account group financial statements ref< to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of each o~ individual funds and account groups of the Natchitoches Tax Commission, Natchit(< Louisiana, as of Jun(! 30, 1997, and the results of operations of such funds fo~ th{ then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with we September 2, 1997 on our consideration of the Natchitoches control structure and a report dated Septe~)er 2, 1997 regulations. 
have also issued a report d Parish Tax Commission ' s int on its compliance with laws 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general p~ financial statements taken as a whole and on tile combining and individual fund and ac group financial statc-~ments. The financial information listed as "Schedule" in th6 of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a requJrec of the financial statements of the Natchitoches Tax Commission, Natchitoches, LouJ' 
- MEMBEFIS - Am( iqcan Irlslilule ol Cerlilied Publm Accountants ~ Sol:iely of Lou,siana Certilied Pub]it Accounlants 



Charles Powel] , Cha/zman and Members of the Board of Directors Page 2 
Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied Jn the audit o general purpose, combining and individual fund and account group fJnancla] statement !; Jn our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the fina statements of each of the :respective individual funds and account groups taken as a w ']'he fSnancial information for the year comparative purposes was taken from the expressed an unqualified opinion dated combining and individual fund and account Tax Commission, Natch~tocbes, Louisiana. 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoehes, Louis~ ana September 2, 1997 

ended June 30, 1996, which is inc]udec financial report for :hat year Jn whi( September 18, 1996, on the genera] pul group financial statements of the Natch~t 
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Revenues Intergovernmenta] Miscellaneous Interest revenue Total revenues Expenditures General Novernment Salaries and related benefits Operating Services Travel and other charges Capital Outlay Total expenditures 

30. 1997 AND ]996 

Excess/ (deficJ ency) of Revenues Over/ (Under) Expenditures Fund Balances, Beginning of Year Fund Balances, End of Year 

]997 $ 222,46] 18,110 1,442 

EXH I } ] 

_ 19.96 $ 218, 860 17,7[,.I __~]] 4 [, l 
1311,742 84,372 8,584 _~]~_868 24~.L563 CI,55o 
k51L53o 

Tile accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

]4] 79 4 ]2 
2 P.t 748 2f:[) 69 
(4 , 800 _. 574 81:0 $ 53~ 0~o 



Revenues Intergovernmental Miscellaneous Interest: revenue Total revenues Expendl tures Genera] government Salaries and related benefits Operating Services Travel and other charges Capital Outlay Total expenditures Excess/ (deficiency) of Revenues Over/ (under Expendi tures Fund Ba]ance, Beginning of Year Fund Balance. End of Year 

BUDGET $ 233,526 3,800 _ $, 500 
ACTUAL $ 222,461 18,110 ____L.442 

EX}{ ] 

VARIANC}: FAVORABL } ~UNFAV_ORAB ] i],06 14.3] 
240,826 242,013 ],][ 
131,718 83,008 8,500 __ 17,600 

13],742 84,907 8,049 __~865 240 826 243 563 --__ .{2, 
0 (] , 5[]0 ___ 5__3~ 0~ 0 

The accompanying notes are an ~ntegral part of this statement 



NOTEB TO FTNANCTAI, ~TATRMENT~ JUNEk 3~_]. 997 
]. SUMMARY OF BI~NIF:[CANT ACCOUNTINC~ POLTCrZ~N AS provided in L.S.A. R.S. 33:2844, any sales and use tax levied by po]itJ subdivisions located within a single parish may be collected by a single tax col]ecto~ that parish. These political subdivisions aze authorized by this statute to create a :j<) sales and use tax commission as an independent agency and instrumentality to colic enforce, and administer the sales and use tax levied by all of the taxing authoriti~.!~ that parish. Under the provisions of this statute, the tax commission must inc]ud( members appointed by each governing authority of each taxing jurisdiction whlch collections equal to or greater than twenty percent of the total sales and use col]ectlons in the parish. The tax commission may, at its option, contract and IT agreements with other local taxing authorities to collect taxes other than sales and taxes. On May 23, 1989, the City of Natchitoches, the Natchitoches Parish School Board, and Natchitoches Pari,~;h Police Jury entered into a joint agreement under the provisions L.S.A. - R.S. 33:2844, for the collection of sales and use taxes and other fees th(.~ creating the Natchitoches Tax Commission. This agreement empowers the Natchitoche~ Commission to collect, enforce, and administer the respective sales and use taxes and ot fees as have been and may be authorized and levied by the City, School Board, and PoJ Jury within the boundaries of the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana, and the ParJ~h NatchJtoches, Louisiana, and may institute Jn the name of the commission suits to enf( the collection of such taxes. The affairs of the commission are managed by s six member Board of Commissioners macl< of the chief admJ nistrat Jve officer and the director of finance of the City NatchJtoches; the treasurer and Parish administrator of the Natchitoches Parish Po/ Jury; and the director of business affalrs and the supervisor of finance of Natchltoches Parish School Board. The costs of establishing, operating, maintaining, administering the Commission shall be borne jointly by the City, School Board, and Po/ Jury on a pro-rata basis on the ratio that the taxes collected for each bears to the t( taxes collected during the preceding month. The accounting and reporting policies of the Natchitoches Tax Commission conform generally accepted accounting princlp]es (GAAP) as applicable to governments. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. Such account and reporting procedures also conform to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statu 24:513 and to the guides set forth in the L_o_uis_iana GQvernmental Audit Guide and tc industry audit guide Audits of State and L~c;l] ~v~rnmemta] [JnJt The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies A. ReDortJnQ EntJt\ Governmental Account ~ n9 Standards Board Statement No. 14 estab] ished critel Ja determining component units which should be considered part of a primary government financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component u within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMT~RTON NATCH]TOCHE~ . ],OIIT~TANA OTES TO FINANCJAL STATEMENTS ~CONTINUF.D JUN]~L._3 0~_5 997_ 
~I]N[MAPV OF S]Gb~ZFICANT ACCOUNTING POLTCIFkq (CONTTNI~ED ~er, ortino Entity [contin~]pd criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. ']'his criteria inc]ud Appointing a voting majority of an organizations governing body and (a) The ability of the primary government to impose its will on that organizat and/or (b) The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to impose specific financial burdens on the primary government. 2. O~ganizations for which the primary government does not appoint a voting majorit> 8re fiscally dependent on the primary government~ 3. Organizations for which Jf data of the organization relationship. the reporting entity financial is not included because of the statements would be mislead nature or significance of 
The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (the tax conlmissJ (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationships wJtl primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's final statements to be misleading or incomplete. Based on the application of these criteria, the: Natchitoches Tax Commission was deter not to be a component unit in any other financial reporting entity. The. fins statements of the Natch/toehes Tax Commission consist only of the funds and account g of the Tax Commission since the Commission has no financial accountability or over responsibility for any other governmental entity. B. Fund Account/ ~he accounts of the Natchitoches Tax Commission are organized on the basis of fund~ account gcoups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. Fund account is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial mar~agement by seg~ega~ transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. The operation! each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comln its assets, l~abilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. Government re~oul are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purpose for wl they are to be spent and the means by which spending actlvitJes are controlled. various funds are grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into two gel.< fund types and two broad fund categories as follows: Governmental Fund Types- These are the funds through which most governmental functions typically are financed. 
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Fund Accountinq - (continued General Fund The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Tax Commission. It is used account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted fo~ in anot fund. Fiduciary Fund Types These funds account for assets held by the Tax individuals, private organizations, and other units Agency Fund The agency fund is used as a depository alcoholic beverage licenses, occupational and festival fees. Disbursements from this within the City and Parish of Natchitoches 

Co~mission as trustee or agent of governments 
for sales and use tax{~s, ad valorem t~~ licenses, insurance licenses, hotel/motel fund are made to various taxing bodies ]oc:l 

The azency fund is custodial in nature {assets equal, liabilities] and does not in<<> measurement of results of operations. C. Fixed Assets and LonQ term LJabl]iP~ ~he accounting and reporting treatment liabilities associated with a fund are applied to the fixed assets and long-term determined by its measurement focus. qhe governmental fund type operations are accounted for on a spending or "financial f [ measurement focus and only current assets and current liabilities are generally inc]L on their balance sheets. Its reported fund balance (net current assets) is considel ( measure of "available spendable resources", The governmental fund operatJn(3 stat{n presents increases and decreases in net current assets. Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accoun!~ for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in :) governmental fund type when purchased. The Tax Commission does not own any public dom[ ("infrastructure") fixed assets consisting of certain improvements other than buildJnu including roads, bridges, sidewalks, and drainage improvements. No depreciation has b~ provided on general fixed assets. All fSxed assets are valued at historical cost. Donated fixed assets are stated at t estimated fair value on the date donated. Fixed assets which were donated to the Commission and which are stated at estimated fair value on that date total $11,786. Long-term liabilities expected to be financed from governmental funds are accounte< i~l the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION NOT'R~ TO PT~ANCTAT, BTA OUNE_.A_Q~__I 9 9_7_ 
SI]MMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOIINTING POL]C][ES [CONTINUED Fixed Assets and Lonq-term Liabilities - (continued qhe two account groups are not "funds". They are concerned only with the measurcme financial position. They are not concerned with measurements of results of operati 

D. Basis ol Account/nq Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the sccot and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tim]n< the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental fund type and the agency fund are accounted for using the modified ac{~ basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues recognized when they are susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measula and available). ,Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined "available" means co]]ectlble within the current period or soon enough thereafter t< used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are generally recognized ul the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund llabl]ity Js Jncurled ex( that prlncipa] and interest on general long-term debt: is recognized when due. Those revenues suscept J b] e to accrual inc] ude certain intergovernmental revenue.< interest revenue. All other intergovernmental revenues are accrued, when their re( occurs soun enough after the end of the accounting period so as to be both measurable available. All miscellaneous revenues are not susceptible to accrual because gene~ they are not measurable until received in cash. Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid (or any other types, su( capita] lease transactions, sales of fixed assets, debt extinguishments, long term proceeds, et cetera) are accounted for as other financing sources or uses. These < financing sources or uses are recognized at tile time the underlying events occur. E. Budaetarv Dract]ces Annually, the Tax Commission adopts a budget for the General Fund. The budgetary plact include public notice of the proposed budcjet, public inspection ol tile proposed bu( and public hearing on the budget. The budget is prepared based on a modified accrual I of accounting. Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the y{ Budgeted amounts included in tile accompanying financial statements include the oli<! adopted b~dget amounts and all subsequent amendments. All budget appropriations ]ap~{ year end. F. Encumbrances Encumbrance accounting, under which purchasc~ orders, contracts, and other comm[tnlent~ tile expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that pol-tion of the app] i< appropriation, ]s not employed by the NatchJtoches Tax Commission. 
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ATCHITOCHES TAX COMMI~;EIC ~OTES TO FINANCIAL .qTATEMENTR (CONTTN{]V ,TUNE 30 . ] 997 
SUMMARY OF S]GNZF]CANT ACCOUNTING POI,[C]ES [CONTINUEE Comnen~t ed Absence Employees of the Tax Commission that have at least one year of service earn five da) annual leave, employees with two to ten years of service earn ten days of annual ]~ employees with ten to twenty years of service earn fifteen days of annual leave, employees with greater than twenty years of service earn twenty days of annual ] c Annual leave of up to thirty days may be carried forward and accumulated. The Commission accrues a liability for compensated absences which meet the following critc i) The q?ax Commission's obligation relatincl to employees' rights to receive compen.~:~t for future absences is attributable to employees' services already rendered. 

In accordance with the above criteria, the Tax Commission has accrued a ]JabJ]Jt] vacation pay which has been earned but not taken by Tax CommJssion employees. liabi] ity for compensated absences at June 30, 1997 in the amount of $3 , 579 ha~ recorded within the genera] long-term debt account group. H. ~stimates The preparation of finarlcia] statements in conformity with generally accepted accoul prJnclp]es reqLlires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the ~el)< amounts of a~set~: and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liahiliti~ the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and ex~)( during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. I Total columns on the combined statements - overview are captioned " (MEMORANDUM ONLY)" indicate that they are presented only to facilitate flnancia] analysis. Data in t column does not present financial position oI results of operations Jn conform]t)~ w generally accepted accounting principles. NeJ ther is such data comparab]e t( consolidation. ]nterfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this ~i~ J. ComlDa r~ r i ve dat Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying finan< statements in order to provide an understanding of changes in the Commission's fJnaII< position and operations. However, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior year tot by fund t~rpe) data have not been presented in each of the statements since their inc]~;~ would make the statements unduly complex and difficult to read. Certain amounts from pl year financial statements have been reclassified to conform with cur~ent '. classifications. 



2. AD VALOREM TAXES 
ATCHITOCHE~ TAX COMM]~qION NOTE,q TO FINANCIAl, ~TATZ:MENTR (CONTINUED JUNE A9~_39__9! 

~he Tax Commission collects ad valorem taxes levied by the City of Natchitoches. valorem taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1 of each ~'( Taxes are levied by the City of Natchitoches in October and are actually billed by th{ Commission to the taxpayers in November. Billed taxes become delinquent on January ] the following year and penalties and interest are assessed. All ad va]orem tax revcn are recognized in compliance with NCGA Interpretation - 3 and GASB Codification Sect P70 (Revenue Recognition - Property Taxes) whlc.h states that such revenue is recorded w it becomes measurable and available. Available means due, or past due and receJva within the current period and collected no longer than 60 days after the close of current period. The Tax Commission bJ lls and collects C] ty of Natehitoches property taxes using assessed values determJrled by the tax assessor of Natchitoches Parish. For the year ended June 30, 1997, the Tax Commission collected taxes of 17.03 mills the City of Natehitoehes on property with assessed valuations totaling $48,555,B80. 3< taxes levied by the City on the assessed property was $826,899. The NatchJtoches Commissio:n issued changes orders totaling $8,159. There were no taxes receivable fo~ ]996 tax year at June 30, 1997. 3. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in genera] fixed assets follows 
Furniture & Fixtures Office Equipment Computer Equipment & Software Parking Lot Total 4. PENSION PLA]g 

Balance Ju~_1_~ I .~t9_.6 $ 12,401 11 . 712 51 , 093 17, 887 3 ~_4 9_.! 0 ~___~2gJ}2 Z i__.~ 8,865 

Ba ] ance De_] e tions ~[[lDg 30__ ] $ o $ ~3, 0 ]], 0 68, 98 0 3 ~ ,I 0 $ 9~[, !,6 
AS provided in L.S.A. - R.S. 33:2844C(2), any employee of a political subdivision t levies a sa]es and use tax who becomes an employee of the Tax Commission, may remaJ member of tbe retirement system in which he had been participating prior to the c.re~Jt of the Tax Commission. All employees of the Tax Commission are members of the Parocl Employees Retirement. System, a multiple-employer, public employee retirement systE~m (Pl} controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composc~ two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. employees of the Natchit.oches Tax Commission are members of Plan A. All permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or Jn from parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate Jn System. Under Plan A, emp]oyees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 yea~ creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 years of creditable servlcc, at any age with at least 30 years of cred:[table service are entitled to a retJrc~ benefit, payab]e month]y for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final average sa]ar> 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMT~qIO NATCH I TOCH][S~__]~,OUI S I A_N~ OTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED 
4. pENSION PLA_N - (continued 

JUNE 30 ]997 
each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of supplemental plan only prior to January i, ]980, the benefit is equal to one per cent final average sa]ary plus $24 for each year of supplemei~tal-p]an-on]y service earned pl to January I, 1980 . F] nal-average salary is the emp] oyee ' s average salary over t hc consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who termJr with at: ]east the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw tl employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the be]:< accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and dJsabJ] benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one per cent of the taxes shown tc collectible by the tax ro]]s of each parish, except: New Orleans and East Baton R< Parishes. These tax do]]ars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportJonat on the salaries of the active members of each plan. State statute requiles cov~ employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. The System statements obtained by BOX 14619 

issues an annua] publicly available financial report that includes fJnanc and required supplementary information for the System. Tbat report nl~'~ writing to the ]Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana, Post Ol~ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-46]9, or by calling (504) 928-136]. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7.50 percent of their aln covered salary and the Natchitoches Tax Commission is required to contribute at actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 12.00 percent of annua] covered pay]< The contlibution requirements of plan members and the Natchitochcs Tax Commission established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Stal 11:103, the employee contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are sub i to change each year based on the results of the valuation for tbe prior year. Natchitoches Tax Commiss:ion's contributions to the system for the years ended June 30, ] and 1996 were $7,446 and $8,103, respective]y, equal to the required contributions for ( year. 5 Louisiana Revise(] Statutes authorize the Tax Commission to invest in United States bc treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit, or any othe~ Cede] insured investments. At June 3,3, ]997, the NatchJtoches Tax Commission has cash and cash equivalents tot~J $66,380, as Co]lows: 
Demand deposits Interest bearing demand deposits Petty cash and cash on ]]and Total cash and cash equivalents 

General $ 9,597 35,621 685 $ 45~ 903 
Agency Fund $ 20,477 0 0 ~Q~ 477 The Tax Commission has no investments at June 30, 1997. All bank balances of June 30, 1997 are entirely insured by federal depository insurance. 

Tota] $30,074 35,62] 685 66~380 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMMISSION NATCHTTO(~HB:~. LOUISIANA OTES TO FINANCIAL ETAq'EMENTS (CONTINUED JUNE 3_0~ I997 
The Tax Commission is obligated under various [eases accounted for as operating ]e~,~. ! Operating leases do not g]ve rise to property rights or lease obligations, and theY(f i< the results of the ]ease agreements are not reflected in the Commission's account grou}: These leases are for building and office space, land, and a copier. The terms of "~ { building and office space and land leases are one year each with four renewal options ~. '~ monthly paylnents of $525 and $50, respectively. The terms of the copier lease Js tli ~ years with monthly payments of $270. The followillg is a schedule by years of future minimum rental payments required uI operating leases that have initial or remaining noncancelable lease terms in excess Of year as of June 30, 1997: Year Ending, June 30 1998 Total minimum payments required 

Amounts 
~]:L 140 [,ease expenditures for the year ended June 30, 1997 amounted to $]0,]40 7 The Natchitoches Tax Commission was not obligated under any capital[ lease comm/tmen 0une 30. 1997. 8 The fo]lcwing is a summary of the long-term obligations transactions during the yea 

Long-term Obligations Payable at July I, 1996 AddJ tions Reduct ions 
Compensatecl Absences $ 3,763 o IJ 8 4 Long-term Obligations Payable at June 30, 1997 ~_ 2,~79 9. LI~_] G__AT] ON The Tax Commissi on ' s attorney advises that, as of June 30, ] 997, the Natchi tocheE Commission ha~ been n~med ~s a Defendant in a litigation ~atte~ ~11ed i~l East ~ato~ ~'< Parish, Louisiana. This litigation involves the assertion of claims by a c]a~;~: plaintiffs for the refund of sales and/or use taxes paid to the Natchitoebes Tax Comm]ss with respect to vehlc]es originally registered [n other states and thereafter brought Louisiana. There are approximately 68 defendants~, including tax collectors in and fo~ < of the 64 parishes in the State of Louisiana. This case has not been set for trial it is too premature to evaluate the likelihood of an unfavorable outcome and estimat( NatchJtoches Tax Commission's potential loss. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF INDIVIDUAL FUNDS AND ACCO~PNT GROUPS 



 



ASSETS 

GENSRAL_LF_UND BALANCE SHEET 

Cash Due from City of Natchitoches Due from Natchltoches Parish Police Jury Due from Natchitoches Parish School Board Other Total assets 
LIABILITIES AN]] FUND BALANCE Liabilities Accounts payable Payroll taxes withheld and payable Retirement withheld and payable Insurance wlthhe]d and payable Total liabilities Fund balance Unreserved undesignated Total liabilities and fund balance 

EXH~B] 

1997 ]996 $ 45,903 9,632 ],896 6,562 20 
$ 4"i 9 ] 6 

$ 6,438 ],827 4,218 0 
$ 5, ~{ ],( 4,[ ],] 

5],530 64 ~oo13 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

5B, o g ~st,) 



GENERAL FUND FOR THE 
Revenues Intergovernmental City of Natchitoches Matchitoches Parish Police Jury Natchitoches Parish school Board Miscellaneous Interest revenue Total revenues Expenditures Salaries and related benefits Tax supervlsor Assistant tax collectors Tax auditor Contract professional services Payroll taxes Medicare taxes Health Insurance Workers' compensation insuyanee RetSrement Total salaries and related benefits Operating services Advertising Auditing Bank service charges Bul]dJng & grounds maintenance Insurance Janitorial Legal & professional Miscellaneous offJce supplies Pest control Postage PrintJn~ Professional dues & pub]Jcatlons Rent Security system Software maintenance 

L 
EX}I] B]q pAGF, ! 0 

1997  1996 

242,013 233,068 
3],986 40,929 24,898 7,796 578 ],602 15,278 1,229 _ 7~446 
4,700 5,500 559 807 2,805 2,400 19,17] 4,882 6,407 264 9,347 1,122 1,968 6,900 6OO 0 

31,359 5],06] 24,4]0 5,340 549 1,732 17,174 ],496 

(Continued) The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



MATCH I TO ~}_H~S~ _]:,OU I S I ANA OENE_RAL FLTND_ STATEMENT OF REVENUES~ E__XPE~NDITUREi_AN[! CHANGES 
Expenditures (continued) Operating services - (continued Supplies Telephone Utilities Equipment lease Equipment maintenance Equipment supplies Total operating services Travel and other charges Travel Repairs and maintenance Total travel and other charges Capital outlay Total expenditures 

Paqe 2 < 
IN FUND BALANCE ICONTINUE 97 AND 1996 

Excess/ (defici ency) of Revenues Over/ (Under) Expenditures Fund Balance, Beg:[nning of Year Fund Balance. End of Year 

1997 199< 
$ 8% 2 , 7% 3,8~ 7, 9] 2 ] 2~~ 84.372 79.,4 

8,049 535 8,584 ]8,.865 243~56~ (~,550 53,080 

4, 
]6. ~{ 

4, il 
_~.~ 8_~_0 ~ ~ ~~ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



G~_ERAL _F.UN D 
E_XH] B_~T i: p aqe ] <~ 

Revenues Intergovernmenta] City of Natchitoches Natchitoches parish Police Jury Natchitoches parish School Board Miscellaneous Interest revenue Total revenues R%penditures Salaries and related benefits Tax supervisor Assistant tax collectors Tax auditor Contract professional services Payroll taxes Medicare taxes Health Insurance Workers' compensation insurance Retirement Total salaries and related benefits Operating services Advertising Auditing Bank service charges Building & grounds maintenance Insurance Janitorial Legal & professlona] Miscellaneous Office supplies Pest control Postage Printin,~ Professional dues & publications Rent Security System Software maintenance 

BUDGET $ 125,000 25,000 %3,526 3,800 3,500 

VARIANCE FAVORAB],}] - ACT.UAL {UNF'AVORABI,] $ 119,522 $ (5,47~ 22,701 (2,29! 80,238 (3,~{~~[ 1B,110 ~4,3]( ____!.~ 4Z2 __ ~i2~. o !, 240,826 242,033 1,]8 
32,000 40,900 25,000 7,600 500 1,600 15,250 ],00O __2~868 

31,986 40,929 24,B~Z 7,796 578 1,602 ~5,278 1,229 _ 7.~!4 6 
4,700 5,500 500 800 2,800 2,400 19,000 4,500 6,000 250 9,300 1,000 1,950 6,900 600 0 $ 

4 5 7OO 50O 559 807 8O5 40O 17] 882 407 264 347 122 ,968 900 6O0 o 5 

(Continued) The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statemenb 

]4 (2[ 101 ] 96 

( ]7] 407 



NATCHITOCHES TAX COMM]R~TO NATCHTTOC}{ER. I,OI]T~TANA GENERAL FUND 
EXII]BI' 

Equipment Equipment Equipment lease maintenance supp] i es 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JI]NE Z0. ]997 

Tota] operating services Trave] and other charges Travel Repairs and maintenance Total travel and other charges Capital out lay Total expenditures 

BUDGET ACTUAL 529 993 737 645 ]33 ___I,898 ] 903 

VARIANCE FAVORABI,} ]UNFAVOR%}~] 

83.008 84.372 (].3 
8,000 500 8,049 535 8,500 8,584 17,60_9 __ ]8~865 i],? 240 826 242,~563 (2=7 Excess/(DefJcJency) of Revenue over/ (under) Expenditures ~ 0 (1 , 550) ~ ~h ! Fund Balance, Beginning of Year Fund Balance. End of Year 53~080 s~,53o 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 



Cash ASSETS 
LIABILITIES Due to taxing bodies 

BALANCE S|{EET 
EXH]B] 

]997 199( ~2~ 477 ~2~ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 



 



Gc-~neral fixed assets Furniture & fixtures office equipment Computer equipment & software Parking lot Total general fixed assets 

JUNE 30 1997 AN]] ] 996 

Investment in genera] fixed assets Contributed by other governments General fund revenues Capita] leases Total investment Jn general fixed assets 

199L __j_996 $ 13,379 1],712 68,980 __._3 493 
$ ]2,.t ] ], 7 5],0 3_,.! L97,564 ~78,6 

$ 1],786 $ l],? 50,789 31,9 34 989 __34,9 

The accompanying notes are all integral part of this statement 



NATCHITOCHE~L~-X__COMMISSION NATCH~TOCMRg. T,O~~TRTh~A FOR THE YEAR ENDED ;HINR ZQ. lqq7 
EXHIBIT }2 

COMPUTER FURNITURE OFFICE EQUIPMENT PARKING & FIXTQ-i~ES EQUIPMENT & SOFTWARE LOT _TOGA General fixed assets, beginning of year $ 12,401 $ 11,712 $ 51,093 $ 3,493 $78,6 Additions General fund revenues Deletions Equipment sold 
978 0 17.887 0 18.8 
0 __ 0 Q o General fixed assets, end of year $ 13~7~ $ Ii,712 ~68,98Q $ 3,493 Z2fL, 5.4 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



GENERAL 
The general long-term principal amounts on governmental type funds leases are accounted for 



AMOUNT AVAILABLE AND TO BE PROVIDED FOR THE 

Estimated liabilities for compensated absences 

ACCUMULATED UNPAID VACATION 

~579 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

EXHIP,]'[ Lj 



OTHER SUPPLEMF.NTARY INFORMATION 



~RANK S HINE.q CPA LEWIS C HINES CPA E MEi~LPN !~OUYRES CPA JAY H S~IE =FIELD CPA 
HINES, JACKSON & HINES CE]{T|F|EI) PUBLIC ACCO[]NTANTS PC) BOX 2188 NA~ CHI~OC,~ES, I_OUISI~N ~ 71~57 TELEPHONE (318/352-6458 FAX (318) 352-0404 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AtTDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE W:[TH 
Charles Powell, Chairman and Members of the Board of Directors Natchitoches Tax Commission P. O. Box 639 Natchitoches. LA 71458 

A NEILI JACKSON ,~ [Rel.e~) 

We have audited the genera] purpose financial statements and the combining and indJvJ< fund an(] account group financial statements of the Natchitoches Tax Commi ~;!~ ~ Natchitoches, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issu('~ report thereon dated September 2, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance w~th clenerally accepted auditing standard Government AuditJ na Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United St:, 3'hose standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obta:[n reasonable assu]~ about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material mJsstateiI,< Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Natchit<i !. Tax Commission, Natchitoches, Louisiana, is the responsibility of the Natchitoch['!~ : Commission' s, management. As part of obtainlng reasonable assurance about whethel t general purpose, combining and individual fund and account group f~nancial statemet~t[~ .~ free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Tax Commission's compliance '.: certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the object . of our audit of the geners.~ purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinJo: overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not e>[press such an ol)iIl The results of reported under our tests disclosed no instance~,~ of noncompliance that are required t, :{ Government AudJtima ~t-ancinr(]n. This report is intended for the information of the management of the Natchitoche~: Commission and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. This restriction is intended to limit: the distribution of this report, which is a matte~- of public rec<~ 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Louisiana September 2, 1997 

MEMDERS Arll{,rlcan Ir/!;tltute of Cerlilled Public Accourllanls ~ Society of L(/iJlSlana Certifi(d PHtllic ACCountants 



FRANK SHINES. CPA LEWISC HNESCPA ~ M(!~LIN ~OUyRESCpA JAYHSHEFFIE[D. CPA 
HINES, JACK~;ON & HINES CEI{TIFIED I'UI]I,IC ACCOUNTANTS PO. BOX 2188 NATCHITOCHE S, LOUISIANA 71457 TEIEPttONE (318} 352 6458 FAX (318) 352 0404 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL ST~UCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
Charles Powell, Chairman and Members of the Board of Directors Natchitoches Tax Commission P. O. Box 639 Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458 

A NEILL JACKSON Jl (Sel.e~) 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining and ind~v~:i fund and account group financial statements of the Nat:chltoches Tax Commi~:~ Natchitoches, Louisiana, for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our 16.~ thereon dated September 2, 1997. We Conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards ~rn_~/l~u~ing S~_o~]r~_r_d~ds, issued by the Comptroller General[ of the United St~ Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assul about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Natchitoches Tax Commission, Natchitoches, Louisiana, is respon.~ [~1(' for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfil]incl t):i~; responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the exp{:: 6[~ benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. 'i.~ ~: objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable l,~t not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized u! < c] disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with managenLI ~.~ ' s~ authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statement : in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limit~' ~ I.s; in any internal (:ontro] structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur STl~[ :Let be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to futux~ period:! :~ subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in condi" : :~; or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedure~ n~,> deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements o Natc~itoches Tax Co~mlssion, Natchitoches, Louisiana, ~or the year ended June 30, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure, with respect t t he internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant po~ c i(.~ and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control : ~: k in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose o:I expressing our op : i~,.-i on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the ii~t ~ :. ~] control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
- MEMBERS -" An/erican )nst,tute of Certified Public Accountants . Stalely of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 



Charles Powell, Chairman and Members of the ~;oard of Directors I)age 2 Our consJderagion of the internal control structure would not necessarily disc]os{ matters in the internal control structure that mJ.ght be material weaknesses under stand6 c~stabllshed by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weskl is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of the specific inte*nal cont ~;tructure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that: erro~ s irregularities in amoullts that would be material in relation to the general pu~ financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely pe~ by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted n;atters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider tc materla] weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended for the information of management of the NatchJ toches Commission, a~d the Legislative Auditor of State of Louisiana. This restriction J.. intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is matte1: of public record 
Hines, Jackson & Hines Natchitoches, Loulsiana f;eptember 2, 1997 



Ref. No. NONE 
Fiscal Year Finding Initially Occurred 

Sche_du] {' 

Planned Correcti Corrective Action/ Action Taken Partial (Yes, No, CorrectJv Part.la]ly~ Action Ta 

Other supplementary information. Presented for purposes o11 additional analysis 



_ R~f. NO~ NONE 
Description of . FJ!]din_~L_~ Correct Ac~_i_o~h_planne_d 

Schedu] e ) 

Name(s) of Anticipat Contact CompletJ Person/~J_ Dat~ 

Other supplementary information. Presented for purposes of additional analysis 


