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anoer provisions of state law, this report is a public document. A copy of the report has been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and other appropriate public officials. The report is available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge office of the Legislative Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court qp.lease Date..~.v~L ~ (~ l.~)' _ 



TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

Independent Auditors Report. Balance Sheet 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Statemeut of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance Statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance comparison actual to budget. 
Notes to financial statements ndependent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure Related Matters Noted In A Financial Slatement Audit Conducted In Accordance with Government Auditing Standards ndependent Auditor's Report on Compliance with Laws and Regulations Based On An Audit of Financial Statements Performed In Accordance with Govermnent Auditing Standards 

4 
5-8 
9-11 
12-13 



EDWARD L. CAMNETAR, JR., CPA A Professional Accounling Corporation 533 Amelia Street, Gretna, Louisiana 70053 (504) 362,-2544 INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT Chairman and Members of the Board of Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial Dislrict Indigent Defender Board a component unit of Plaquemines Parish Government as of December 31, 1996, and for tile year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, tile financial position of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Gretna, Louisiana June 24, 1997 
Edward L. Camnetar, Jr., CPA A Professional Accounting Corporation 



TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET DECEMBER 31, 1996 
ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Revenues receivable, fines and forfeitures TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABILITIES AaNI) FUND EQUITY 
LIABILI T] ES Due to Plaquemines Parish Government Accounts payable Other cun'enl liabilities TOTAL LIABILITIES FUND EQUITY (DEFICIT) Fund balance unreserved, undesignated 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

$ 126,711 _ 29.985 $ 156.696 

$ 57,044 1,709 ___ 110 _~58.863 
__97.833 
$ 156.696 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement - 2 -" 



TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD STATE,lENT OF REVENUES, EXPENI)ITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE GENERAL FUND 
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 

REVENUES Court costs on fines and forfeitures Bail bond fees Indigent retainage fees Investment income lntergovemmental TOTAL REVENUES 
EXPENDITURES Personnel costs Court costs Office expenses TOTAL EXPENDITURES 
EXCESS OF RFVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR AT END O13' YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an -3 

102,592 24,713 26,655 6,605 _ 25,625 t86.190 
103,414 20,337 __ 6,~fi __ 129,~2~ 
56,364 
~4~9_ $ _ 97,83~_ 

integral part of this statement. 



TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE COMPARISON ACTUAL TO BUDGET 

REVENUES Court costs and indigent retainage fees Bail bond fees Investment income lntergovemmental 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE GENERAL FUND YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 
VARIANCE (UNFAVORABLE) A~ T_I2AL BUDGET FAVORABLE 

129,247 24,713 6,605 __2~,625 TOTAL REVENUES 186,190 125,400 60,790 
EXPENDITURES Personnel costs Court costs Office expenses 

103,414 20,337 _6,075 
106,650 3,236 15,100 (5,237) 3.650 _. (2.425) TOTAL EXPENDITURES __~_29,826 125,400 _~_4.426) EXCESSOFREVENUES OVEREXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR AT END OF YEAR 

56,364 
__4] ,469 $ ___9_7.833 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. - 4 -- 

56,364 



TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1996 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The Twenty Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board was established in compliance with ]Louisiana Revised S~tutes 15:144-149, to plovide and compensate counsel to represent ![ndigenis in criminal and quasi-criminal cases on the district court level. The Board consists of three members who are appointed by the district court for life. Board members serve without compensation. Revenues to finance the Board's operations are primarily provided from court costs and fines imposed by the various courts within the district. In addition, the Board receives operating grants from the Plaquemines Parish Government and has four employees. 
Basis of Presentation The accounts of the Indigent Defender Board are organized and operated on a fund basis. The Board has only a General Fund in which a self-balancing set of accounts is maintained thal comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. :2. Financial Reporting Entity As the governing authority of the Parish, tbr reporting purposes, the Plaquemines Parish Government is the financial reporting entity for Plaquemines Parish. The financial reporting, entity consists of (a) the prima .ry government, (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statexnent No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part &the Plaquemines t'arish Government for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and The ability of the Parish Government to impose its will on that organization and/or 
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TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) DECEMBER 31, 1996 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

2 
The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the Parish Government. Organizations for which the Parish Government does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the Plaquemines Gow;rnment. Organizations for which tile reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of tile organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the Parish Government provides significant funding and operational support, the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigem Defender Board, was determined to be a compone.nt unit of the Plaquemines Parish Government, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the Indigent Defender Board and do not present information on the Parish Govermnent, the general goverlnnent services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. Basis of Accounting 
The General Fund of the Board is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available. Expenditures are generally recognized when the related fund liability is incurred. Budget and Budgetary Accounting Annually, the Indigent Defender Board adopts a budget for the General Fund. The budget is prepared on a modified acelual basis of accounting. Budgeted amounts, included in the accompanying financial statements, include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. Budgeted amounts include beginning fund balance. Appropriations lapse at year end, and the Board does not use a system of encumbrance accounting. 
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TWENTY-FIFTfl JUD]CIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) DECEMBER 31, 1996 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 
5. Valuation Basis of Assets Cash and cash equivalents. Louisiana revised statutes authorize the Board to invest in United States Bonds, treasury notes, certificates of deposit, or any other federally insured investment. At year end, the carrying amount of the Board's cash was $126,711 and the bank balance was $126,511. $100,000 of the bank balance is insured by federal depository insurance and $26,511 is covered by pledged investment securities as required by Louisiana revised statutes. 6. Fixed Assets and Long-Term Debt The Board has no fixed assets or long-term debt as of December 31, 1996 
NOTE B - VACATION AND 'SICK LEAVE The Indigent Defender Board has one full time and three part-time employees. The full time employee receiw'.s two weeks paid vacation and twelve days sick leave annually. Vacation and sick leave must be used in the year earned or it will be forfeited. 
NOTE C - PENSION PLAN The Board's only full time employee is a member of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer, defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and separate benefit provisions. All employees of the Parish are members of Plan A. 
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TWENTY-FIFTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) DECEMBER 31, 1996 
NOTE C - PENSION PLAN (Continued) All permanent employees working at least 28 horn's per week and who are paid wholly or in part from Board funds are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with 25 years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental-plan-only prior to January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one percent of final- average salary, plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service earned prior to January 1, 1980, plus 3 percent of final-average salaD, for each year of service credi|ed after the revision date. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above, and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefils are established or amended by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retirement System, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898.-4619 or by calling (504) 928-1361. Under Plan A, members are required by state statue to contribute 9.5 perceut pf their annual covered salary, and the parish is required to coulribute at an aetuarially determined rate. The current rate is 7.25 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System include one- fourth of one percent (except Orleans and East Baton Rouge Parishes) of taxes shown to be collectible by the lax rolls of each parish. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B, based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Parish are established and may be amended by state statue. As provided by Louisiana Revised Stalue 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Board's contributions to the System under Plan A for the years ending December 31, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $1,196, $1,440 and 5;1,385, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. NOTE D - CONTINGENCIES As of December 31, 1996, there were no pending or threatened litigation against the Board 
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EDWARD L. CAMNETAR, JR., CPA A Professional Accounting Corporation 533 Amelia Street, Gretna, Louisiana 70053 (504) 362-2544 INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE RELATED MATTERS NOTED IN A FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT CONDUCTED 1N ACCORDANCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDAIO)S 
Chairman and Members of the Board of Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board We havc audited the general purpose financial siaiements of tile Twenty-l:'ifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 24, 1997. We have conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and _Government Aud_ilj/lg_~ta~_d~aLd~, issued by tile Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Twenty- Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender t3oard, for the year ended December 31, 1996, we considered its internal control structure in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on tile general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. The management of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal conlrol structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with managcment's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to tile risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
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For the purpose of this report, we have classified the significant internal control structure policies and procedures in the following categories: 
Budget Cash Revenue and receipts Expenditures for goods and services Payroll 

For all of the control categories listed above, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies: and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk. We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment:, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and :report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements, Due to the small size of the Board's operation, a lack of segregation of duties exist in the receipt, recordatiou and deposits of payments received frorn the indigent for legal services performed. 
A material weakness is a reportable condition, in which the design or operation of the specific intenlal control ,,;trnclure elements does not reduce, to a relatively low level the risk, that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited, may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined abow~. However, we believe none of the reportable conditions described above are material weaknesses. 
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This report is intended for the information of the members of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 

Gretna, Louisiana June 24, 1997 

Edward L. Camnetar, Jr., CPA A Profi~ssional Accounting Corporation 



EDWARD L. CAMNETAR, JR., CPA A Professional Accounting Corporation 533 Amelia Street, Gretna, Louisiana 70053 (504) 362.-2544 INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCF WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS PERFOR]VIED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Chairman and Members of the Board of Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigem Defender Board We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Twenty Fifth Judicial District lndigent Defender Board as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon d~ted June 24, 1997. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance witl~ laws, regulations, ~ontracis, and grants applicable to the Twenty Fifth 3udicial District Indigent Defender Board, is the responsibility of the Twenty Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Board's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests indicate that, with respect to the items tested, the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board complied, in all material respects, with the provisions referred 'to in the preceding paragraph. With respect to items not tested, nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board had not complied, in all material respects, with those provisions. 
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"l'his reporl is intended for the information of the Twenty-Fifth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 

Gretna, Louisiana June 24, 1997 

A Professional Accounting Corporation 
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