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Cn~LU~R (~04) 3~41 F/~4MILE ~04) 767.'Fr~ 
Donald C. DeVille CF.R'IIFI~D PDBUC Ac~'eUNTAN']" 7829 BLi~EBONNET BLVD. BATON ROUC4~ LOLn$1A~ 70810 (504) 767-7829 
April i0, 1997 

To the Board of Directors Eighteenth Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board Port Allen, Louisiana 

ME~ R LC4JI.~IANA ~(3,['161 "y C~,A~ 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Eighteenth Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Eighteenth Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion of these general purpose financial statements based on my audit. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards for financial audits contained in the Government Auditin(i Standards issued by the United States General Accounting Office. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. I believe that my audit provided a reasonable basis for my opinion. In my ()pinion, the general purpose f~nancial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Eighteenth Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated ;~r~l i0, 1997, on our consideration of Eighteenth Judicial District Court Idigent Defender Board's internal control structure and a report dated April i0, 1997, on its compliance with laws and regulations. Respectfully submitted 
Certified Public Accountant 



ASSETS Cash Court Cost Receivable Deposits Equipment 

LIABIL3[TIES ~ Accounts Payable Payroll Withholding' Payable TOTAL LIABILITIES 

$89,118 17,393 284 --0-- 106,795 

$225 1,130 

-0- --0-- --0-- $16,380 16,380 

-0- --0-- 

$89,118 17,393 284 16,380 123,175 

$225 $1,130 

148,666 

$-0- 1,092 1,355 -0- 1,355 1,092 



A 
(With Comparative Data as of December 31, 1995) 

~VENUES Court Cost; on Fines Bond Fees LA Indigent Defender Board Grant Interest Earnings TOTAL REVENUES 
EXPENDITURES CURRENT Salaries and Related Benefits Travel Accounting Professional Insurance Supplies Commun ].cat ions Outside Attorney Fees Capital Outlay TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

DECEMBER 31w 1996 1995 

339,352 
333,263 4,493 11,946 6,986 2,207 2,940 1,641 1,630 -0- 365,106 

252 13 108 3 
452 000 457 210 377,119 
299,111 129 11,931 8,259 1,565 1,488 949 3,175 16,380 342,987 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES (25,754) 34,132 Ftrl~TD BALANCE, January 1 
Ft~D BALANCE, December 31 

131,194 97,062 
105,440 131,194 

THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT. 5 



(With Comparative Data as of December 31, 1995) 
E~_VENUES Court Cost on Fines Bond Fees Grant Interest Earnings 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE ~_UDG__ET ACTUAL //~~  $270,000 -0- 70,000 -0- TOTAL REVRNUES 340,000 
K XPENDITUREB CURRENT Salaries Payroll Taxes and Related Travel Accounting Professional Insurance Supplies Communications Outside Attorney Fees Capital Outlay 

311,268 24,402 4,500 12.,856 6,700 2,700 2,580 960 -0- -0- TOTAL EXPENDITURES 363,966 EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

$241,720 9,880 84,814 2,938 339,352 
309,581 23,682 4,493 11,946 6,986 2,207 2,940 1,641 1,630 -0- 365,106 

28 9 14 2 
280 880 814 938 (648) 
1,687 720 7 (9O (286 (soy (360 (681 1,630 -0- (1,140) 

(23,966) (25,754) (1,788) FI~TD BALANCE, January i 131,194 131,194 -0- 
Ft~TD BALANCE, December 31 207,228 105,440 (1,788) 

THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT. 6 

S 



The Eighteenth Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board (Board) was established by the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144-149, to provide counsel to represent: indigent (needy individuals) in criminal and quasi-criminal cases at: the District Court level. The Judicial District: encompasses the parishes of Iberville, Pointe Coupee and West Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The Board is composed of six members who are appointed by the district Court. Board members serve without compensation. The Board is funded by deductions from fines and forfeitures to administer the indigent defender system of the district court. Expenditures are governed by Act 653 of 1976 and actions of the Board. 
NOTE i - A. BAS 

B. 

The accompanying financial statements of the Eighteen Judicial District Indigent Defender Board have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applicable to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 
For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Codification Section 2100, the Indigent Defender Board is a part of the District Court system of the State of Louisiana. However, the state statutes that create the District Boards also gives each of the Boards control over all their operations. This includes the hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. The Indigent Defender Board is financially independent and operates autonomously from the State of Louisiana and independently from the District Court system. Therefore, the Board reports as an independent reporting entity and the financia~ statements include only the transactions of the E~ghteenth Judicial l)istrict Indigent Defender Board. 



C. The Indigent Defender Board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds of the Indigent Defender Board are classified as governmental ~unds and account groups Governmental funds are used to account for all or most of the Indigent Defender Board's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition or censtruction of general fixed assets and the servicing of general long--term debt. Governmental funds include: General Fund - Defender Board those required the genera] operating fund of the Indigent accounts for all financial resources, except to be accounted for in other funds. An account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The following two account groups are not "funds". GENERAL FIXED ASSETS - The fixed assets (capital outlays) used in governmental fund type operations of the Council are accounted for (capitalized) in the General Fixed Assets Account Group and are recorded as expenditures in the government fund types when purchased. Depreciation has not been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Donated fixed assets are stated at their estimated fair market value on the date donated. 



D. The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheets. Operating statements of these funds represent increases and decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental funds and agency funds. The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 
Revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Court fees are considered "measurable" when received by the collecting governments and are recognized as revenue at that time. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, some revenues are susceptible to accrual while others are not. Major revenues treated as susceptible to accrual are court fees. Expenditures Expenditures are recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 
The Indigent Defender Board uses the following budget practices: i. Annually, the accountant submits a proposed operating budget for the general fund, prepared on the modified accrual basis, to the Board for adoption. 2. Budget amendments involving the transfer of funds from one department, program or function to another or involving increases in expenditures resulting from revenues exceeding amounts estimated require the approval of the respective Board. 3. All unencumbered budget appropriations, laspe at the end of each fiscal year. 



G. 
Tihe Indigent Defender Board does not follow the encumbrance method of accounting. 
Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits and money market accounts. Under state law, the Indigent Defender Board may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law arid national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. 

X. 
J. 
K. 
L. 

Inventories in governmental funds are considered immaterial and are recorded as expenditures when purchased. 
Insurance and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period have been recognized as expenditures when paid 
The Indigent Defender Board doeE; not have a formal policy for w~catlon and sic:k leave. 
There are no long-term obligations as of December 31, 1993, or December 31, 1992. 
Total Column on the Only" to indicate th financial analysis. financial position, 

Combined Statements is captioned "Memorandum at it is presented only to facilitate Data in this column does not present results of operations, or changes in financial 

i0 



NOTE 2 - A. Expenditures Exceedinu ADDroDriations Excess of actual expenditures over budgeted expenditures in the following funds occurred during the years ended December 31, 1996 

NOTE 3 - 

REVISED ~__U_DGET VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE) General Fund -- 1996 $363,966 $365,106 (1,140) 
At December 31, 1996, the Indigent Defender Board has cash and cash equivalent (book balances) as follows: 
Interest Bearing Demand Deposits $89,118 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned[ by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. At December 31, 1996, the Indigent Defender Board had $89,278 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are insured from risk by federal deposit insurance. 
NOTE 4 - ]%. A Summary of Receivables as of December 31, 1996, Follows: 

Court costs 
ii 

$17,394 



NOTE 4 - (Continued) Accounts receivable are written--off under the direct write-off method whereby bad debts are recorded when a receivable is deemed uncollectible. If they are subsequently collected they are recorded as miscellaneous income. The direct charge-off method is not a material departure from GAAP as it approximates the valuation method. 
NOTE 5 - PENSION PI~ The Indigent Defender Board does not have a pension plan. 



1|~ ~ f:~04 ) 767-7829 C~I4J.A.AR ~04) 335-3647 F~.C~M~ qSO,I) 76~.zrAx Donald C. DeVille CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 7829 BLUEBONNET BLVD. BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810 (504) 767-7829 

April i0, 1997 To the Board of Direc;tors Eighteenth Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board Port Allen, Louisiana 

MI~A~ER 

I have audited the financial statements of the Eighteenth Judlcal District Court Indigent Defender Board as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated April i0, 1997. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Gove.rnment Auditing Standards issued by the U.S. General Accounting Office. Those standards require that I plan and perfoz~n the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about: whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement:. cab is bta e f material misstatements, I performed tests of the Eighteenth Judic District Court Indigent Defender Board's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, objective of my audit: of the financial statements was not to prov opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, not express such an opinion. 

le th in re al t id I 

to e ing e of 
he e an do 

The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are to reported under Government Auditin_D_qStandards. This report is intended for the infoI~ation of the management. However, this report is a matter of public record and distribution is not limited. Respectfully submitted, 
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FA~dMIIJ[" ~04) 767 ~rT/~( 
Donald C. DeVille CERTIFIED PUBUC ACCOUNT/MSIT 7829 BLUEBONNh-T BLVD. BATON ROUGE~ LOUISIANA 70810 (504) "/67-7829 

April I0, 1997 
To the Board of I)irectors Eighteenth Judicial District Court Indigent Defender Board Port Allen, Louisiana 

Mf~RI R /~I"~ICAN lNSlr i L ,q LOUISIANA ~ R I 1 ( 

I have audited the financial statements of the Eighteenth Judical District Court Indigent Defender Board as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated April i0, 1997. I cond~cted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Gov_e_r_Dlm~Dt Auditina Stagd~rds issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perfo~n the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about, whether about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Eighteenth Judical District Court Indigent Defender Board is responsible for establishing and maintaining a system of internal accounting Control. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an intern01 control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent ].imitations in any internal control structure, errors oz" irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inade~late because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
14 



In planning and performing my audit of the financial statements of the Eighteenth Judical District Court Indigent Defender Board for the year ended December 31, 1996, I obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have bee** placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Because control, detected periods because the proc 
of inhere.nt limitations in any system of internal a errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur an ~ Also, projection of any evaluation of the system is subje~;t to the risk that procedures may become i of changes in conditions or that the degree of comp edures may deteriorate. 

ccounting d not be to future nadequate liance with 
I noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design of operation of the internal control structure that, in my judgement, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. See Schedule of Prior Year's Findings. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relative low level the risk that errors or irregularitie~ in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period bye employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. My consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessaril>' disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, I believe none of the reportable conditions described in the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Cost ~s a material weakness. This report is intended for the information of the management. However, this report is a matter of public record and distribution is not limited. Respectfully submitted, 
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REPORTABLE CONDITION~ Actual expenditures by $21,255 for expenditures exceeded budgeted the year ended December 31, 1995. STATUSz Actual expenditures exceeded budgeted expenditures by $1,140 for the year ended December 31, 1996. 
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