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Report On The Financial Statements Of AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT No. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH December 31, 1996 and December 31, 1995 
jncler provisions of state law, this report is a public document. A copy of the report h~s been submit- ted to the ~udited, or reviewed, entity and oti]er sppropriate public officials. lhe report is available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge office of the Legis)at~e Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of court. I~;lease Date 
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PHON~ : 1504~ 693 7755 ALDON G. WAI-4L~ JR.~ CPA A PROFESSIONAl CORPORATION P.O. BOX 965 [.AROUSE. LA 70373 
Board of Con~nissioners Afnbulance Service District No. ] of Lafourc'.he Parish INDEPENDENT AUDITOR' S REPORT 

F'AX: (5041 f;9:~ 80:43 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of Ambulance Service District No. 1 of Lafourche Parish, component unit- of the Lafourche Parish Council, as of December 3], 1996 and December 31, 1995, and for the years then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose f~nancia] statements are the responsibility of Ambulance Service District No. 1 of Lafourche Parish management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on my audits. I conducted my audits in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audits to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts ant9 disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used an<J significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. ] believe thai: my audits provide a reasonable basis for my opinion. In my opinion, the general purpose financial statements; referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Ambulance Service District NO. I of Lafourche Parish as of December 31, 1996 and December 3:L, 1995, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the years then ended, in confor~lity with genera:Lly accepted accounting principles. My audits were conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on tlle general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying financial information listed as supplementary information in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the_ general purpose financial statements of Ambulance Service District No. 1 of Lafourche Parish. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audits of the general purpose financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the gener6~] purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR' S REPORT (Continued) 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we hawz~ a].so issued a report dated June 20, 1997 on our consideration of ~ulance Service District No. 1 of Lafourche Parish internal control structure and a report dated June 20, 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

June 20, 1997 
Aldon G, Wahl, Jr. Certified Public Accountant 
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. ASSETS CURRENT ASSETS CaE~h I nvestment:s 

AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT OF' LAFOURCHE PARISH BALANCE SHEETS 

Accounts receivable, net allowance for uncollectible accounts (1996- $200,870; 1995 -$220,857) Millage tax receivable, net allowance for uncollectible accounts (1996 - $11,325; ].995 - $11,020) Accrued interest Prepaid insurance Total PROPERTY AN]) EQUIPMENT Property and equipment, at cost Less: Accumulated depreciation Property and equipment - net OTHER ASSETS Tota[t assets LIABILITIES AN]) CURRENT LIABILITIES Accounts payable Accrued liabilities Total[ current liabilities FUND EQUITY Contributed capital Government Customers Retained earnings Total fund equity Total liabilities and fund equity 

December 31 ~996 ~99[ 
$ 98,534 118,333 $ I0], 870 i] ], 779 
92, Iii ] 06,225 
271,808 2s16,102 1,450 27 001 609 237 608~083 
625,380 19 ~ 680 5!{3,845 167,677 426 700 ___366,168 50 .D0 

$ 8,774 8 046 --.- 1~820 
17,272 2,414 

7,838 2,3)0 
272 434 999,481 --_ 944,447 _.I,019,167 __ 5~64~ i_33 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 3) 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS December 3] OPERATING REVENUES: Charges for Services-Ambulance Other Potal operating revenues OPERATING EXPENSES: Advertising Contractual services Depreciation Dues and subscriptions Fuel Insurance - general Insurance - medical Medical supplies Miscellaneous expenses Office and general supplies Payroll taxes and retirement Postage Professional fees Provision for uncollectible receivables Repairs and maintenance Salaries Tel ephone Travel and training Uniforms Utilities Total operating expenses Operating income (loss) NONOPERATING REVENI]ES : Millage tax, net of assessor,s fees of $ 8,968 in 1996 and $ 8,38:[ in 1995 Investment income Total nonoperating revenue Net income Retained earnings, beginning of year Retained earnings, end of year 

_ 1996 1995 $ 835,796 460 _836,.256 
622 23,600 59,003 447 6,663 58,148 23,081 19,483 2,582 15,928 60,587 1,766 4,288 302,433 20,876 448,565 11,192 2,967 1,767 ___~65 1,078~663 .. (242,407) 
283,133 __ 14~308 297,441 55,034 944~4447 $ 999,481 

736 783 732 
959 23,7]5 47,535 595 5 993 4"/ 936 26 742 16 349 4 374 v 207 54 [,70 3 449 3 858 300 8[{0 22 598 407 i06 8 "112 2 611 1 ]33 ]0 427 ____ 994~719 . ( 2[}'1,P2Q 
267, ] 22 279, [,'06 22,486 
92),9fi] 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 
(4) 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS 

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACT]VITIES: Operating loss Adjustments to reconcile net income to net cash provided by operating activities Depreciation Changes in. assets and liabilities: (Increase) decrease in receivables (Increase) decrease in accrued interest (Increase) decrease in prepaid expenses Increase (decrease) in accounts payable Increase (decrease) in accrued liabilities 

December 31 1996 $ (242,407) __ I?9i__ $ (25"7. 220) 
59,003 47,535 
1,592 1,450 5,106 936 

] 7,876 697) 291 __._5,716 _i 4j489) Net. cash provided by (used in) operating activities _._6!J_4,688) CASH FLOWS FROM NON-CAPITAL FINANCING ACTIVITIES: Millage tax 283~133 Net: cash provided by non-capital financing activities 283,133 CASH FLOWS FROM CAPITAL AND RELATE[) FINANCING ACTIVITIES: Proceeds disposition of capital assets Acquisition of capital assets Net cash used for capital and related financing activities CASH FLOWS FROM (USED IN) INVESTING ACTIVITIES Purchase of investment securities Investment income Net cash provided by investing activities Net increase(decrease) in cash and (:ash equivalents Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year Cash and cash equivalents at end of year 

_.~11%, 535 

_/;{38.j.56) 
_267.]22 267,.] 22 
12,275 { 15<; ~585 

_.~119,535) ~]44.31o 
( 6,554 14,308 '1, 099 ] / ~584 
7 754 __ !)~j 85 
( 3,336) (I]0,159) 
101,870 ~,534 

See accompanying notes to financial statements 5) 
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INTRODUCTION 
AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Ar~]ulance Service District No. I of Lafourche Parish was created by the Police Jury of the Parish of Lafourche on November 22, 1978. The district serves the area of Lafourche Parish served by Hospital Service District No. 1 of Lafourche Parish (Tenth Ward of Lafourche Parish). The ~ul~nce District was created to own and operate ambulances for the care and transportation of persons suffering from illness, injury or disabilities which require ambulance care. NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTINC~ DC]T,TCIEE i. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The financial statements of the Ambulance Se]Tvice District No. 1 of Lafourche Parish have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles as applied to government units. The Government Accounting Standards board (GASB) is establishing governmental accounting 2. REPORTING ENTITY 
the accepted standard-setting body for and financial reporting principles. 

Government Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 estab]ished criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the reporting entity for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1 

2 
3 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization' s gov(~rning body, and a 
b 
The ability of the Parish to impose its will on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the Parish. Organizations for which the Parish does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the Parish. Organizations for which the reporting statements would be misleading if data of the included because of the nature or significance 

(6) 

entity organization ]s not of the relationship. 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. I OF LAFOURCHE PARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (continued) (continued) Because tlhe Lafourche Parish Council appoints all members of the d~strict's governing board it. has the ability to impose its will on the District, and therefore the Ambulance District was determined to be a component unit of Lafourche Parish. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the Ambulance District and do not present: information on Lafourche Parish, the general govelnment services provided by that government unit, or the other goverrmlenta] units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 3. FU~) ACCOUNTING The ambulance district's accounts are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which ds a separate accounting entity. The oper~tions of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing ac<'ounts that comprise its assets, ] iabilities, fund equity, revenues;, and expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. The ambulance district has no account groups, and one fund, an enterprise fund, which is descYibed as follows : ENTERPRISE FUND The enterprise fund is used to account for operations (a) that are financed and operated in a matter s~milar to private business enterprises - where the intent of the governing body is that the cost (expenses, ~nc:',uding depreciation) of providing goods or se]Tvices to the general pub] i (" on a continuing basis be financed or recovered primarily through user ch~rg~s, or (b) where the governing body has decided that the periodic determination of revenues earned, expenses incurred, and/or net income is appropriate for capital maintenance, public policy, management control, accountability, or other purposes.. 4. FIXED ASSETS Property and equipment are recorded at cost, and depreciation is computed on all exhaustible fixed assets thereon under the straight-line method of depreciation based on the estimated useful lives of the individua] a~;sets. Public domain or infrastructure are not capitalized. Depreciation i~'. charged as an expense to operations. The COSTS of normal maintenance and repa~Ys that do not add to the value of the asset or materially extend asset lives aye not capitalized. 

(7) 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (continued) NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) BASIS OF ACCOI~TING 

fund). Under the accrual basis of accounting revenues are recognized whe they are earned and expenses are recognized when incurred. REVENUES Ad valorem taxes are recognized in the year the taxes are ]evied Ambulance charges are recognized when the services are rendered. EXPENSES Expenses are recognized when the related liablility is ~ncu~red. 6. BUDGET PRACTICES 

) g t g e n 

The budget practices of the an~ulance district are prescribed by the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act. The act requires the district to have the budget completed and available for public inspection no later thall f:ifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. The ambulance district prepares a budget for its fund. The budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting p~inciples (GAAP) . Amendments to the budget must be approved by the board. Appropriations which are not expended lapse at year end Encumbrance accounting is not utilized by the ambulance district. 7. CASH AND INVESTMENTS Cash includes demand deposits in banks and are recorded at cost plus accrued interest. R.S. 39:1271 and 33:2955 authorize the ambulance district to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, certificates of deposit of state banks organized under the laws of Louisiana and national banks having the principal office in the state of Louisiana or' any other federally insured investment, or in mutual or trust fund institutions which are registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission under the Securities Act of 1933 and the Investment Act of 1940, and which have underlying investments consisting solely of and limited to securities of the United States governme~t or its agencies, or any other investment allowed by R.S. 33:2955. 
(8) 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (continued) NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 8. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS For purposes of the statement of cash flows, the Company considers al] highly liquid debt ~nstruments purchased with a maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents. 9. REVENUE RECOGNITION - PROPERTY TAXES Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on Noven~er 15 of each year, and become delinquent on Decen~er 31. The taxes are generally collected in December, January and February. Ad valorem taxes (which are based on population and homesteads in the parish) are recorded in the year the taxes are levied. The Lafourche Parish Tax Collector bills and collects taxes for the district. I0. ALLOWANCE FOR DOUBTFUL ACCOUNTS The allowance for doubtful accounts is maintained at an amount which presents accounts receivable at their realizable value. Receivah,](,s are written off against the allowance for doubtful accounts in the year the accounts are determined to be uncollectible. 13. COMPENSATED ABSENCES Compensated absences (vacation leave and sick pay) are accounted /or in acco]<dance with GASB Statement: No. 16. At December 31, 1996, the liability for compensated absences is ref]ected in tl~e district's only fund. NOTE B - CASH AND ]INVESTMENTS CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS At December 31, 1996 and 1995, the carrying amount of the and)ulance district's cash was $ 98,534 and $i01,870, respectively, and the bank balance was $115,154 and $136,343, respectively. Cash and cash equivalents are stated at cost, whJch approximates market. The deposits at December 31, ]9q6, were secured as follows: 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF I~FOURCHE PARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (continued) 
Carrying Amount on Balance Sheet Bank Balances: 

Cash ~38_!~~_s3! 
Cash ~auivalent S Certificates Other of Deposi__~_t _(Describe) 2ot~l_ $ 60,000 ~ ~ 98,534 

a: Insured (FDIC) or collateralized with securities held by the entity or its agent in th@ entlty's name ._55,154 __ 6Q0~_0~_00 b. Collateralized with securities held by pledging financial institution's trust department or agent in the entity's name c. Uncollateralized, including any securities held for the entity but not in the ent!tv's name TOTAL Bank Ba]ances There were no uncollateralized during the year. INVESTMENTS 
i iI~5,154 securities fitting the description in (c) above 

Investments are stated at cost=. Investments can be classified according to The following categories list the carrying amount, market value, 
Category. IL - Insured or registered securities held by the entity or its agent Cate g~[ - Uninsured arid unregistered counterparty's trust department or agent 

the level of risk to the each type of investment and applicable category of 
in the entity's name, with securities he](] by the 

Cate~o~3 - Unsecured and unregistered with securities held by the counterparty, or by its trust department or agent bDt not i~ thee entitM'_s_name 
e of Investment Repurchase Agreements U.S. Government Securities Common & Preferred Stock Commercial Paper Corporate Bonds Governmental Mutual Fund TOTAL 

Category of Risk 2 Mutual Fund Carrying Amount 
i___ ~ ~___ ~ $ - 

L ~.__ i_.- 
(io) 

IiB,33:~ ii8,333 9ii8,333 

Ma~ ket Va]ue 

_117, 109 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. OF LAFOURCHE pARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 
A summary of property and equipment at Decen~ber 31, 1996 and ]995 Js as follows : Estimated life i_D~ears Buildings Vehicles (An~ulances) Furniture and Equipment Furniture and Fixtures Medical Equipment Communication Equipment Other Equipment 
Accumulated Depreciation 

15-30 5 5-8 5-8 5 - 8 5-8 

December 31, 1996 1995 $323,062 $266,128 175,536 156,626 44,726 53,763 18,894 9 399 625,380 533,845 198,680 167,677 
DepreciatJ_on expense charged to operations for the years ended December 3.1, 3.996 and 1995 were $59,003 and $47,535 respectively. The following changes occurred in the property and equipment account 

Balance (Cost) December 31 

(11) 

1996 1995 $533, 845 119, 535 (28,000) $424,]42 156,585 (46,882] 



NOTE D - PENSION PLAN 
AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. l OF LAFOURCHE PARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 

During 1991 the district established a plan under Section 408K of the Internal Revenue Code. Employees are automatically enrolled in the SEP (Small Employer Pension) or 408 (k) type plan after three (3) years of continuous full-~time service. Lafourche Ambulance District's contribution rate will be set by the Board of Commissioners annually. The rate will be based on the employees gross earnings. The employee is allowed to contribute an amount up to, but not to exceed, fifteen (15%) percent of his/her gross earnings when combined with the employer's contribution. Employee contributions are allowed after one year of full-time service. Employees are 100% vested at the time of their enrollment. SPECIFIC PROVI~ IONS I. Full-time employees are eligible years of uninterrupted service. Leave leave does not count toward accumulation upon completion of three (3) of absence or other non-paid of seniority. 2. Employee contributions will be calculated on a percentage of the employee's gross earnings on a pre-taxed basis. 3. Contributions will begin the month following the emp]oyee's third anniversary date. 4. Other regulations governing options such as premature withdrawals and changes in contribution rates, etc. are specified in the oligJnal contract. 5. The employer's contribution rate was five (5) percent of gross wages of qualifying employees for 1996 and 1995. 6. Other than its contribution made recorded as expenditures, the district the plan. to the participants' accounts and does not guarantee benefits under 
7. All amounts are maintained in each individual's account administered by an insurance company. The total payroll for the year 1996 was $448,565 of which $28V,V20 was covered by the plan. For 1996, the district's contribution was $]4,386 (5% of covered payroll). Employee contributions to the plan amounted to $]3,047 for 1996. The total payroll for the year 1995 was $407,106 of which $264,513 was covered by the plan. For 1995, the district's contribution was $13,226 (5% of covered payroll). Employee contributions to the plan amounted to $15,374 for 1995. 

(12) 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF ]~AFOURCHE PARISH NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (continued) 
NOTE E - CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENTg During the year the Ambulance District was party to an intergov~rnmental agreement with Fire Protection District No. 3 of Lafourche Parish. Th~: Fire District provides communication se~ices, including dispatching of cal Is, on a twenty-four hour a day basis, seven days a week for the Ambulance I)i~trlct at a fee of $5,000 per quarter. 

(i3 



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH SCHEDULE I SCHEDULE OF PER DIE~g PAID COMMISSIONERS For the year ended December 31, 1996 
No per diems were paid to commissioners 

See accompanying notes to financial statement (:LS) 



AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. i 0F LAFOURCHE PARISH STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
Budget_ _.Actual OPERATING REVENUES: Charges for Services-Ambulance $ 830,000 Other $ 835,796 460 

Variance- Favorable (Un f ay_Q i able J_ 
$ 5,796 4(~Q Total operating revenues . 830,000 _ 836,256 6j2[i6 OPERATING EXPENSES: Advertising Contractual services Depreciation Dues and subscriptions Fuel Insurance - general Insurance ~ medical Medical supplies Miscellaneous expenses Office and general supplies Payroll taxes and retirement Postage Professional fees Provision for uncollectible receivables Repairs and maintenance Salaries Telephone Travel and training Uniforms Utilities 

1,500 23,600 54,794 5OO 6,500 60,000 25,100 16,000 4,750 15,000 59,785 2,000 4,300 311,250 17,700 440,000 12,000 1,500 2,200 19,000 

622 23,600 59,003 447 6,663 58,148 23,081 19,483 2,582 15,928 60,587 1,766 4,288 302,433 20,876 448,565 11,192 2,967 1,767 _ 14,665 

8 7 8 (4,209 53 ( ]63 ] , 852 2,019 (3,483 2,]68 ( 928 ( 802 234 ]2 

Total operating expenses 1,077,479 .!,078,663 (I~]~14) Operating income (loss) ~(247,479) .$(242,407) $___5{_0[72 
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AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL (Cont inued) 

NONOPERATING REVENUES: Millage tax, net of assessor's fees of $ 8,381 in 1996 and $ 8,381 in 1995 Investment= income 
Budqet Actual Variance- Favol able (Unfavorable_[ 
$ 255,000 $ 283,133 $ 28,]33 12 000 14 308 __2,3Q8 Total nonoperating revenue 267,000 297,441 __30,4{~I Net income Retained earnings, beginning of year Retained earnings, end of year 
19,521 55,034 35,5]3 
944 447 944 447 $ 963,968 .$ 999,48% ~_=% 5, 533 

(17] 



PtIONf : (504i 693-7"755 ALDON G. WAHL9 JR., CPA A PROFESSIONAl CORPORATION P,O. BOX 965 LAROSE, [ A 70373 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAl, CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS Board of Commissioners ~nbulance Service District NO. i of Lafourche Parish 

I have audited the general AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO 

PAX: (504~ 6938033 

purpose financial statements of of LAFOURCHE PARISH, componen~ unit of Lafourche Parish, as of and for the year ended December 31 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated Ju:ne 20, 1997. I have conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Goverr~ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH is responsible for estab]ishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policSes and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structu[e are to provide management wit11 reasonable, but not absolut6, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transact:ions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded proper]y to permit the preparation of: general purpose financial statemen in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structur errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not detected. Also, projection of ally evaluation of the structure future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may beco inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the 
s 
ic o le effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 

(18) 
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AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATENIENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS ( cont i nued) 
In planning and performing my audit of the general purpose financial statements of the AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF' LAFOURCHE PARISH for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they haw~ been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
My consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one o~- more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors and irregularities ~n amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. I noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended for the information of management and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

June 20, 1997 

(19) 

Aldon G. Wahl, Jr. Certified Public Accountant 



PH()~4[ : (504t 693-7755 ALDON G. WAHL, JR., CPA A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION P,O. Box 965 LAROSE:, LA 70373 
]:hU3EPENDENT AUDITOR' ~; REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Board of Commissioners ~nbulance Service District NO. l of Lafou:cche Parish 

FAX: (504) 6D3 B033 

I have audited[ the general purpose financial statements of ~BULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH, component unit of Lafourche Parish, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1!996, and have issued my report thereon dated June 20, 1997. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing sLandards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require t:hat I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the ~3ULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. ] OF LAFOURCHE PARISH is the responsibility of the AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT NO. i OF LAFOURCHE PARISH's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of the AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTR~CT N0. 1 OF LAFOURCHE PARISH's compliance with certain provisions o~ laws, regulatio:ns, contracts, and grants. Howew~r, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. This report Legislative report is a limited. 
is intended for the information of management and the Auditor of the State of Louisiana. However, this matter of public record and its distribution is not 

June 20, ].997 
(20) 
Aldon G. Wahl, Jr. Certified Public Accountant 

MEMBERS AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CE RTIFI~ [) PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN]S LOUISIANA SOCIEGY OF CERTIFIE:D PLJBt IC ACCOUNTAN]S 


